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many of them and cleared
little farms they raised wheat
buckwheat potatoes and other
vegetables they felt that they had
located to stay and were full of
hope but the trader eagerly trusted
them to the amount of their annu-
ities and when the money came his
bills were p ild first and generally
thehe indiana got little or oonothingthing
he charged them 5 a pint for

whiskey and five prices for
everything they bought for a
time the mill ground their grain
but soon the miller managed to be
away rhett needed the grain was
not ground and the indians were
forced to buy feed from the trader
they saw it was useless to raise
grain and quit whites worked in
among them and swindled them
out of their teams and gradually
many of them fell back into their
old ways of living the good in-
tention of the government was for-
gotten the agent teachers and
other employeeemp loyes simply drew salaries
and let the indians go as they
pleased in twenty five years only
two indians learned to write and
six to read in those government
schools

aben the war cimecame there was
a8 boom in pine lands then sa-
ginaw lumbermen became anxious
to get hold of the isabella reserva-
tion church bembmembersrs laid in
with the agent to get it the I1in-
dians

n
were taught that the reason

they did not gotget rich like white
mawman was because the government
treated chiwhim alikelike chud 11 the in-
dian were induced to petition gov-
ernment to get their land in fee
simple so that they could ueu e it like
white man the whites sent affi-
davits setting forth that they knew
the indians to hebe educated
christians capable of taking care
of their property

the government yielded in 1864
the treaty was amended soao as to
give the indians their laudland in fee
but mid they should firstbrat be classi-
fied into those competent and
those not so competent the
first should get their patents with-
out restriction the second could
not alienate their property the
classification could have been
made in a week but it
was not made for several years

why because the white chris
tian lumbermen were not ready
they sentent agents among the in-
dians and an agreement was signed
whereby the indians bound them-
selves to sell to these whites all the
land they had selected or might
select as well as the pine theyalphey
bound themselves not to chop over
three acres a year for making farms
and not to remove a log or burn a
brush pile without the consent of
the whites who were 60 miles away
and no road between but the trail
before the classification was made
those whites hadbad become the osten-
sible owners of the reservation
then the indians were classified
and out of 1700 who were to re-
ceive patents 16621652 were compe-
tent and 48 not so competent
then the list of selections of land
was made out and sent to washing-
ton the saginaw whites got a
copy of it although the government

required that it should be kept sec-
ret A white man on the reserva-
tion knowing what the saginaw
men hidhd done sent to washington
and bribed somebody to give
him a copy of the list
he made six copies and sold them
to other whites at 6050 each thus
therethare were seven gangs besides the
saginaw fellows in the forests of
the reservation before a patent was
issued striving to get the indians
houndbound to sell bothemto them government
discovered the fraud cancelled the
selections and ordered a new list
to be made in secret the work
was finished on a saturday rhefhe
government agent had to travel 18
miles to reach a train three men
thieves went on the stage and
bribed the driver to arrive too late
for the train the agent had to re-
main over sunday the thieves
stole his listlet and copied it they
went back to the reservation and be-
fore the patents issued they had

clouds 11 or bogus claims on more
than half of the reservation govern-
ment discovered this fraud algo and
arrested the thieves they were
carried to detroit for trial but got
clear on the technicality that they
had only copied a public docu-
ment if government was too in-
different to follow it up and they
escaped the penitentiary two of
those three men have been hounding
me for years because I1 exposed their
crime against the indians

in 1871 2 patents were issued to
1700 indians on the reservation
1652 being competent f inside 0off
two yeara there were only two of
those indians who owned a tootfoot of
land of the 48 not sofo competent
awhiteawhile man now living told me
that he paid the agent a methodist
priest 10 each to get 23 of them
changed to competent P in wash-
ington and that hebe then bought
them from the I1indians such was
the end of a great experiment to
civilize the indians the govern-
ment wasted a quarter of a million
dollars permitted white thieves to
get it and the indiansindiana were driven
from their homes worse than before
the experiment began the govern-
ment was a party to the shameful
wrong

of the methods by which the
thieves obtained the indians 9 land
I1 will vivonive you some account in an-
other article here I1 can only say
that history can hardly show a more
cruel robbery and crime than the
despoilingtiespolling of the isabella chip
denasi

in 1883 1I went to the reserva-
tion knowing what government had
done and expecting to find a high
degree of civilization among the
indians I1 found that there were
only about of them and only
three or four families that were not
in a state of beggary they bad
died of hunger and cold or wan-
dered away 11 at once began an ex-
posureasure of the maltreatment of thefiansmiansindians an investigation was
ordered by president arthur but
the thieves were all republicans
they broke it down by assuring the
authorities that if it were allowed to
gogoonon it would throw the state into
the hands of the democrats in 1884
in the fall of 18841 went to the resree

er determined to carry my
work through under cleveland
I1 intended to remain three
months and gave sunday lectures
to cover my design which
was to get a complete history of the
frauds when it was discovered
what I1 wae doing the thieves bcboughtaught
an outfit for a paper and hired a
blackguard who would have been a
bonanza for the salt lake tribune
to fight me they also employed a
methodist priest who had been con
vi tedaed of stealing from a child 1I1
remained on the reservation eleven
months twice I1 was attacked by
hired roughsboughs the thieves went to
washington and had me shut out of
the indian office I1 appealed to
cleveland he ordered lamarmar to
I1investigate A special agent was
sent he and the indian agent for
the state spent three months and
sent in a report that corroborated
my exposure of the frauds and the
agent was instructed to obtain evi-
dence andaad prosecute as fast as possi-
ble had the work been done years
before when government knew of
the wrongs and the republicanRepublicaTa
party was in its zenith of power
those men would have been sent to
the penitentiary when I1 finally
compelled washington to look at
the case the limit of criminal prose-
cution hadbad long passed but a
dozen men were convicted in
elvilcivil suite all christians and some
of them worth millions and the
frauds were thoroughly broken up
the remnant of the indians are
better off today than for many
years but they have lost their prop
ortyerty forever but I1 have shown
you only part of my work the
real friends of the indians in the
east were working hard to have
government recognize the man-
hood of the indian and give him
his lands in fee in the west
thieves were urging the same thing
knowing that once the I1indianjian got
his patent a bottbottleletofof whiswhisky a gunun
a pony or a few dollars would soonU
relieve him of it some of the
thieves whom I1 hadbad exposed were
urging it I1 at once sounded an
alarm I1 showed what had resulted
from the fee simple plan on the isa-
bella reservation I1 warned the
friends odtheof the indian that they were
only prepreparingparIngsa way lorfor his des-
tructiontruc tion and urged that all allotted
lands should be held in trust A
copy of the dawes bill was sent to
me in 1886 for an opinion I1 urged
that the indians be allowed to select
and that their lands be held in trust
for a generation at least and better
if for fifty years when the billbili
became a lawjaw there was a proviso
creating a trusteeship for 25 years
and giving therhe president power to
extend it if the indian was shown
to be then incompetent to take care
of his property and protect him-
self

it is my satisfaction to know that
I1 helped to secure that provision
it is all the protection over
indians have today against the
white thieves who would robfob them
and destroy them without hesitation
if they once became the owners in
fee of the last claim they have on
earth for doing this work I1 have
been persecuted by those michigan


