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them, and

They raised wheat,
1Pomwes and other
vegetables. hey fult that they had
located to stay and were full of
bops. Rutthe trader eagerly trusted
them to the amouut of their annu-
ities anet when the money came his
bills were psid flrat and generally
the Iudians got little or pothing.
He ebariged ther $5 a pint for death-
shot whiskey and Ave prices for
everything they twought. For n
time the mill ground their grain,
but soon the miller mapage.d to be
awny when needed, the grain was
not groupd aod the Indinns were
forced to buy ‘‘feed?? from the: trader,
They saw it was useless to raise
grnin and quit. Whites worked in
among them and swidled them
out of their teams and gradually
many of them fell back into thefr
old ways of living. The good in-
tention of the government wua for-
gotten, the agent, teachers and
other employes simply drew palarics
and let the Indinos go as they
pleased, [u twenty-five yearsonly
two Indinne learned to write and
six to rend in those povernwment
achoolas.

¥hen the war came there was
a boom in pipe lande. Then Ba:
ginow lumbermen hecnine anxious
to get hold of the lanhetla Reserva.
tion. Church members “laid in**
with the Agent to get it. The In-
dinpne were taught that the reason
they did not get rich “like wlhite
man’’ was hecause the yovernment
treated bim “like chijd.”” The [n-
dinop were Iinduced to petition gov-
ernment to get their land in fec
simple so that they could u-e it like
white mann. The whites sent affl-
davite petting forth that they knew
the Indisne to b educated
Christiana cnpable of taking care
of their property

The government yielded. In 1864
the treaty was amended #0 Rs to
give the Indiane their Jaud in fee,
but anid they should first be classi-
fied Into those ‘‘competent’” and
those “not so competent.”” The
frst should get their patents with
out restriotion. The secon: could

many of cleared
little farme.

buck wheat,

not nlienate their mﬂerty. The
classification coul ave been
made fn a0 week, but it

was not made for several years.

Why? Becnuse the white Chrie-
tian (7) lumbermen were not ready.
Theysent agents among the In-
dians und an agreement wns signed
whereby the Indinps bound them.
aulven tousell to these whites nll the
Innd they hnd selected or might
select ng well as the pine. They
bound themselves not to chop over
three acresn year for making farmes
and not to remove a log or bura n
brush pile without the consent of
the whites who were 80 miles awny
nntl no road between but the traill.
Before the classification wus made
those whites hnd becomae the oaten-
pible owpers of the reservation,
Then the Indians were classified
and out of 1,700 who were to re-
ceive patents 1,652 were ‘‘compe-
tent*’ nnd 48 ‘‘mot so competent,”
Then the liat of selections of land,
was made vut and sent to Washing-
ton. The Baglnaw whiter pot a
copy of it nlthough the goverument
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required that it should be Lept sec-
ret. A white man on the reserva-
tion, knowing what the Baginnw
men had done, rent to Washington
and  bribed somebody to give
him n ecopy of the list.
He made six coples nnd sold them
to other whitea nt $50 each. Thus
there were seven ganps hesides the
Saginnw fellows in the forests of
the reservation hefore n patent was
ixguend striving to get the Indians
bound te sell tothem. Government

dlacove rest the fraud, cancelled the
sulections and ordered a new list
to be made in secrt. The work

wan finished on n Sasurday. The
rovernment agent had to travel 18
milve to reach n train.  Three men,
thieves, went on the stage and
bribed the driver to arrive too Inte
for the train.  The agent had to re-
main over Suntlay. The thieves
ftole his list anid copled §t.  They
went back to the reservation and be-
fore the patenta issued they had
‘‘clouds?? or hogus ctaims on more
than hnlif of the reservation. Govern-
ment dirsovered this fraud nlso and
arrested the thieves, They were
carried to Detroit for trial, but got
clear on the technieality that they
had only *‘copied n puhlic docu-
ment.” Government was too in-
different to follow it up nnd they
eacaped the penitentiary., Two of
those three men have been hounding
me for yenrs cecause [ exposed their
vrime azainst the Indiaps.

In 1871—2 patents were jasued to
1700 Indinns on the reservation,
1852 being “competent.’’ Inaide of
two years there were only two of
those Indians who owned a foot of
land. Of the 48 “not r0 compatent??
awhite man now livipg told me
that he paid the agent, n Method{st
prieat, $10 each to get 28 of them
changed to “competent’? in Washe
ington, and that he then bought
them froin the indirns. Huebh was
the end of & great experiment to
civilize the, Indians. The govern-
ment waated a quarter of n million
dollars, permitted white thieves to
get it nnd the Indiane were driven
froin their homes worse than before
the experimment begznn, The govern-
ment was 8 party to the shumetul
wrong.

Of the methods by which the
thieves obtnined the Imdians’ land
I will vive you sore account in an-
other article. Here [ ean only sny
that history can hardly show a more
crusl robbery and crime than the
despoiling of the [sabella Chip-
penas.

In 1888 I went to the reserva-
tion knowing whnt government had
done and expceting to find a high
degree of civilizatioa among the
Todinps. I found that there were
only ahout 300 of them nnd only
three or four familles that were not
in n state of beggnry. They bnd
died of hunger and cold, or wan-
deredawny. % at once hegnil an ex-

sure of the maltrentment of the

ndinns. An investigation was
ordered hy Presldent A rthur, hut
the thieves were nll repuhlicans.
They hroke it dowa by nssuring the
autknrities that if it were allowed to

‘the ITndlan office.

goon it would throw the State into
the hands of the demoerats in 1884, |
In the fnll of 1584 1 went to the res-

ervation determined to carry my
work through under Cleveland,

I  intended to remnin three
months, nod gave Bunday lectures
to ocover my design, which

wne to get a cdmplete history of the
fraude. When it was discovered
what [ wae doing the thieves beught
an outfit for a pajper aud hired g
blackguard who would have heen n
honanza for the Balt Lake Tribune
to fight ine. They also employed o
Methodist priest who had been con-
vited of stealing from achild. I
reraalined on the reservation evleven
mouths. Twice | wus attacked by
hired roughs. The thieves went to
Wauahingtlon and had me shut out of
I nppealed to
Clevelnnd. He ordered Lamar to
investignte. A specinl ngent was
sent. ¢ and the Indian agent for
the Btate spent three months nnd
sent in a report that corroborated
my exposure of the frauds, and the
agent was instructed to obtain evi-
deuce nnd prosecute as fast an possi-
ble. Hand the work been done years
before when government knew of
the wronge and the Republican
party was in its zenith of power
those men would have been sent to
the penitentiary. When I fionlly
compelled Washington to look at
the case the limit of crimina! prose-
cution hnd long passed. Hut 5
dozen men wera convicted ip
clvil suits, atl Chrlstinns, and some
of them worth millions, and the
frauds were thoroughly broken up,
The remnant of the Indians are
better off today than for many
yenrs, but they have lost their prop-
erty forever, But I have ghown
you onily part of my work, The

‘real frleuds of the Indians in the

Engt were working bhard to have
goverument rec¢ognize ‘‘the man-
hood?? of the I[ndian nnd give hlin
his lnnde In fee. Ino the West
thieves were urglng rthe same thing,
knowing that once the Indian got
hia patent a bottle of whisky, a gun,
a pony, or a few dollars would scon
relieve him of it. Some of the
thieves whom I bad exposed were
urging it. I at once sounded nn
alarm. Ishowed what had resulted
from the fee simple plan on the laa-
betin  reservation. I wnarned the
friends of the Indian that they were
only prejaring A way for his des-
truction, and urged that nll nlotted
Innde should be held in trust. A
copy of the Dawes bill was sent w
me in 1888 for an opiniou. I urged
that the Indians be allowed to select
and that their Jands be held in trust
for a generation, at least, and hetter
if for Afty years. When the bhij
became n law there wasa provisg’
creating a trusteeship for 25 years
nnd giving 1he President power to
extend it if the Indlan was shown
to he then incompetent to tuke care
of his property and protect him-
self,

It is my satisfaction to know that
1 helped tosecure that provision.
It 18 all the protection over 300,000
Indians have today against the
white thieves who would rob them
and destrey them without begitation
if they once becarne the owners in
fee of the last claim they have on
earth. For doiong this worli I have
been persecuted by those Michigan



