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The story of the voyage was then
t old. It was not a tale of exciling inci-
dents, but one of great danger, from
which they were delivered by the in-
terposition of Divine Providence. 1t
is geldom in hijstory that a record so
close to being written: f‘Sailed, and
never heard of,’’ has been changed to
¢V easel burned at sea; all hans saved,”
as in this inatauce. 'i‘ruly the Guion
line had on this occasion passenygers
who were the apeciat obiects of Divine
watchcare,

Baturday, December 12, was the date
set for the $*Abyssinia’? to sail from
New York, but by the loading of her
enrgo she wae delayed one day. The
veseel wan Dot one of the regular trans-
atlantic fleet of Guion & Co. (being
slower and emaller than any of the
others— 3500 tone burden), but has been
engaged in the trade between China
and Canada, Bhe was not fitted for
general passenger traffie, and had lim-
ited accommodations in both ecabhin
and steerage quariers, The *“Alaska”
having been put in Jdock for the winter,
the ‘*Ahyssinia’? was brought to the
New York and Livepool route for &
few trips. When she left the first
uamed port she had on a general cargo
of cotton, bacen, oil, hardwood, etc.
There were nineteen cabin and forty

= siverape passengers,destined for various
partsof Kurope,

Considerable rough weather was ex-
perienced, and on the morping of the
fifth day out, Friday,December 18, one
of the bollers got to leakipg. This
ciused a reduction (o half speed while
vepalrs were being made. Aboutnoon
#ome excitement was observed among

the crew, but somne time elapsed
before  even the tmost in-
qusitive passenger could get
any information ns to the caure, Two

or three persons from the cabin went
down to the engine room, and tbere
iliscovered that the place was fluoded
to a depth of two or three inches with
swater. A little farther forward one of
the erew wae chopping a hole threugh
the flooty while auother had a hose
from which issued a stream of water.

SWhat’s up? Fire?”? inguired Elder
Kerr, who was nearest the gpallor with
the ax.

““Yen, a little, not mueb; will eoon
havelt out,’’ was the response.

It Jooks to me like 8 good deal, if I
am any judge,”’ eaid Elder Kerr, who
caught a glimpee of the flames through
the newly made aperture in the floor.

O the deck un interesting perform-
ance was going on. There was no dis-
order, but the faces of the officers wore
an anxiouslook. Bailors were hurry-
ing to znd fro in obedience to orders,
and a gang of men were at work trying
to liberate one of the ship’s baats, but
with poor success, At this time no
vestige of human life oould be seen
wxcept on theship—pothiug but a vast
expanse of foam-vrested waves andthe
heavy dark clouda from which was
pouring a drizzling rain which soon
turned to snow,

An hour passed by and the passengers
had not yet irgun to reailze the full
denger which was upon them, ttough
some were getting decided]y uneasy at
secing occaslonal pufls g¢f smwcke and
tonguer of flame through t-Feninzs in
the hold. About 2 p, 1. a long lne of
smoke became viBlble to the rear and
right of the vessel, probably eight miles
distan!. It was from a steamer *hich

the strainlng eyes of thote on deck
could see was overtaking the A bys-
sinia,” on-a line about four miles to
the south, The captuin had been in-
tentiy watching the stranger, aud as
the passengers, who were now graspirg
the true situation, harried on deck, ex-
citement ran high,

Blowly the new arrival,which proved
to be the ‘“Bpree,” cawme up parallel
with the dieabled vesse], and signals
of Jdistress weredisplayed. The m ister
of the German vessel, Captain Willi-
gerod, had evidently heen watching
the other, for within two mioutes of
the flying of the signals he changed
his course and bLore down upon the
burning steamer, comiug to a stop
abhout three-quarters of a mile distant,
to insure his own safety. By this time
he could see that theGuion vessel was
Joomed, and signalied that he was will-
ing to take al) on board,

The passengers were huddled to-
gother, with blanched faces, eagerly
watching thes movements of the
“Hpree,” which was to them a mes-
senger of salvation ax weleome as it
had been unexpected two hours before,
Some of the women, particularly those
weakened by sca efckness, were orying,
but there war no confusion, Two of
the *‘Spree’s’ hoats, each manned by
a crew of sturdy Germun sailars, were
guickly dropped on to the waves, The
promptness of the action was a strong
contrast to the tedious work of launch-
ing three of the‘*Ahyssinia’s*’ boats.
The first one did get Jown before the
foremost of the German’s came alomy-
side,but that was all; into it the women
were lowered. Then fellowed the
male pasesugers, and after them the
crew, Captain Murray descending last.

The task of makipg-.the transfer was
far from easy and pleasant. A hlind-
ing showstorm had® set in, and the

great difficuliy that the emall boats
were kept from being fashed against
the ships® sides, The people were
lowered inte thb boats by meaus of
ropes fistened arouud their bo lies, and
whzen astart was inade acroes the space
between the steamers, it looked from
the ecreet of every wave as if the
yawning guif beluw would claim them
nE its own,

Ou coming alongside the ‘‘Bpree,”
rope ladders were let duwn, and each
person securely tied with one or two
ropes, the other ends being in the
hands of half a dozen stout Germar.s
Then one after another, as directed,
passengers would make a grab for the
rope ladder on which t¢ mount, and
sometimes were tossed far out of ite
reach. But the sailors above hoirted
away with a will, and most of the
-pageenger paseed up to the rall much as
if they had been bags of sand.

QOoe man, a baker on board the
“Abyesinia’?, was caught between a
smajl boat aud the steamer, and was
considerably bruised, though his in-
juries were not dangerous. A Jady
whose weight was close to 200 pounds,
proved almost too mugh for the heojst-
ing party which had her in tow. She
was hetd by two ropes, and one mo-
ment was swinging in mid-air, while
the next, by the movement of the ves-
sel,she was dipped into the erest of an
angry wave, The o!d time ducking-
stool never did its work better. Lt took
several minutesto get her over the

waves ran s0 high that it was with{

rail, but she was finally landed safely

on deck, without serious Injury, and
given prompt care,

Before the passengere were lowered
from the ‘*Abyssinia,**the flames were

 shootiug up the maln batchways, and

‘thick wreaths of snioke cutled upwards,
presentiug & welrd picture amid the
sombre sgrroundings of clouds nud
water, By 415 p. m., within four
hours after the diecovery of the fire,
the last person had safely reached the
deck of the “Spree,’”” The centre of

the other vessel was ablaze, the flames

lupping around majnmast, shrouds and

saits, and burning brightly with the

greage and tar. A few minutes later,
when the*‘Spree’’ resumed her gourse,
theili-fated vessel appeared a maas of
fire, clearly outlined against ‘the black
background of sky and sea. Soon all
wag jost (o view, and might closed
around as the Norddeutscher steamer
plowed on in the darkness and storm.
On boarit the ‘‘Spree,’’ warmth, dry
clothing, food and ail things necessary
for the comfort of the rescued party
were provided. They had lost every-
thing except what they had on, not
even being allowed to take their emall
valises with them., No eftirt was
made to save passengers’ baggage; in,
fact there was little time, and the risk
was great. The officers and erew of
the German boat are spoken of In
terms of higzhest prajse for their brave,
courggeous and generous conduct; the.
oflicers of the *Abhyesinia’’are also com-,
mended for their coolpess and discip-
line, but of the rest of the crew tue only
thing said is that most of them acted
Sugly.”? However, the 'passengers
were too full of gratitude for their re-
markable preservation to do otherwise
than feel charitable towards the weak-
nesses of their feilow-men. The all-
absurhing reniment was one of thanke
to those who were the means of rescu-
ing them from death, apd of praise to
tbe kind and merciful Providence who
sent such timely ald, Had it not Leen
for the ‘‘Bpree’s® appearance all must
have perished within a short time, for
it waes Dot poesible for one of the spiall
poste to have lived in the storm which
raged dnring the pight and next day,

The remainder of the voyage
was  accomplished «jthout any
upecial event transpiring ercept

tnat between three and four o’clock
in the morning of Bunday, December
20th,the ““Spree*’ gave zssistance to the
steamer *‘Lona,’” which had a broken
shaft, and picked up two men who
were thrown into the sea in an attempt
to launch one of the‘‘lona’s’’boats; ot
of the men dJied sbortly after being
takeu out of the water.

As to the cause of the fire on the
A hyssinia,*?it is said that it was spou-
taneous combustion io the cotlon. An-
other opigion, and opethat seems most
reasonahle in view of the rapid spread
of the flames, is that while getting the
fire out to repair the Jamaged boiler,
the wood and inflammable material
cloge by was ignited apd communi.
cated the fire to several barrels of oll
and a large quantity of bacon stored
in close proximity.

It is fortunate that there were very
few passengers on board the *Abys
sinia;” had there been a large number
a panic could not have been avolded,
and it is douhtful whether many more
could have Leen rescued with the few
boats on the steamers. But travelen
are Jearning to avoid *‘tubs?? that are



