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the story of the voyage waswan then

6 old it was not a tale of exciting inci-
dents but one of great danger from
which they were delivered by the in-
terpositionter position of divine providence it
is seldom in history thatchat a record so
closecloae to being written sailed and
never heardbeard of has been changed to
19 vessel burned at sea all hansbans saved
as in this instance trulytruly the gulonguion
line had on this occasion passepassengersingers
who were the special objects of divine
watchcasewatch careeare

saturday december 12 was the date
set for the abyssinia to sail arm

nownew york but by the loading of her
cargo she was delayed one day the
vessel was not one of the regular trans-
atlantic fleet of quion co being
slower and smaller than any of the
others tons burden but has been
engaged in the trade between china
and canada she was not fitted for
general passepassengernyer traffic andadd hadbad lim-
ited accommodations in both cabin
and steerage quarters the A
having been put in dock for the winter
the abyssinia was brought to the
new york and liverpoolLive pool route for A

few trips when she left the first
named port she had on a general cargo
off cotton bacon oil hardwood etc
there were nineteen cabin and forty

a steerage passengers destined for various
parts of europe

considerable rough weather waswag ex-
periencedperien ced and on the morning of the
fifth day out friday december 18 one
of the boilers got to leaking this
ausedc a reduction to half speed while
repairs were being made about noon
some excitement was observed among
the crew but some time elapsed
before even the most in
quai tiVe passenger could get
any information as to the cause two
or three persons from the cabin went
downaown to the engine room and there
coveredis that the place was flooded
to a depth of two or three inches with
water A little farther forward one of
the crew was chopping a hole through
the floor while another had a hose
from which issued a stream of water

Wha up fire inquired elder
kerrherr who was nearest the sailor with
the ax

14 yes a little not muan will soon
havebave it out 21 was the response

it looks to me like a good dealdea1 if I1
am any judgefudge said Felderider kerr who
caught a glimpse of the flames through
the newly made aperture in the floor

on the deck an interesting perform-
ance was going on there was no dis-
order but the faces of the officers wore
an anxious look sailors were hurry-
ing to and fro in obedience to orders
and a gang of men were at work trying
to liboliberateWrate one of the ships boatsbaste but
with poor success at this time no
vestige of human life could be seen
except on the ship nothing but avasta vast
expanse of foam crestedcreated waves and the
hedvyheavy dark clouds from which was
pouring a drizzling rain which soon
turned to snow

an hour passed by and the passengers
hadbad not yet bbegunguu to realize the full
danger which was upon them though
some were getting decidedly uneasy at
seeing occasional punspuffs of smoke and
tongues of flame through openings in
the holdbold about 2 p m a long line of
smoke became visiblekalble to the rear and
right of thevethe vesselsel probably eight miles
didistantstart it was from a steamer which

the straining eyes of those on deck
could see was overtaking the Aabys-
sinia

bys
111 1 onaon a line about four miles to

the south the captain badhad been in-
tently watching the stranger and as
the passengers who were now grasping
the true situation hurried on deck ex
ementcit ran high

glowayBlow lythethe new arrival which proved
to be the spree f12 came ugup parallel
with the disabled vessel anand signals
of distress were displayed the mmisterister
of the german vessel captain

had evidently beenbeeb watching
the other for within two minutes of
the flying of the signals he changed
his course and bore down upon the
burning steamer coming to a stostop
about three quarters of a mile distant
to insure his own safety by this time
hebe could see that the Guion vessel was
loomeddoomed and signalledsignal led that he was will
ing to take all on board

the passengers were huddled to
gethergather with blanched faces eagerly
watching the movements of the
spreepree which was to them a mes-

senger of salvation as welcome as it
had been unexpected two hours before
somedome of the women particularly those
weakened by sea arcsicknessknew were crying
but there waswag no confusion two of
the sprees boats each manned by
a crew of sturdy german sailsailorsrs were
quickly dropped on to the waves the
promptpromptness of the action was a strong
contrast to the tedious work of launch-
ing three of the abyssinianAbyss inias boats
the first one did get down before the
foremost of the germansgermane came along-
side but that was all into it the women
were lowered then followed the
male passengers and after them the
crew captain murray descending last

the task of making the transfer was
far fromcrom easy and pleasant A blind-
ing showsnowstormstorm hadbad setact in and the
waves ran so high that it was with
great difficulty that the smallemail boats
were kept from being dashed against
the ships aidsides the people wrewereAlowered into ane boats by means of
ropes fastened around their bodies and
wwhenben astart was made across the space
between the steamers it looked from
the crest of every wave as if the
yawning gulf below would claim them
as its own

on coming alongside the spree
rope ladders were let down aandnd each
person securely tied with one or two
ropes the other ends being in the
hands of half a dozen stout gergatsGer maismats
then one after another as directed
passengersgers would make a grab for the
rope ladder on which to mount and
sonnesometimestimes were tossed far out of its
reach but the sailors above hoisted
away with a will and most of the
passenger pawedpassed up to the rail much as
if they hadbad been bags of sand

one man it baker on board the
abyssinia was caught between a

sall boat and the steamer and was
considerably bruised though hisbis in-
juries were not dangerous A lady
whose weight was close to pounds
proved almost too much for the hoist-
ing party which hadbad her in tow she
was held by two ropes and one mo-
ment was swinging in midairmid air while
the next by the movement of the ves-
sel she was dipped into the crest of an
angry wave the old time ducking
stool never did its work better it took
several minutes to get her over the
rail but she was finally landed safely

on deck without serious injury and
given prompt care

before the passengers were lowered
from the abyssinia the flames were
hooting up the main hatchwayshatch ways and

thick wreathswreathe of smoke curled upwards
presentingng a weird picture amid the
sombre surroundings of clouds and
water by p m within four
hours after the discovery of the firealre
the last person hadbad safely reached the
deck of the spree the centre of
the other vessel was ablaze the flornes
lapping around mainmast shrouds and
sails and burning brightly with the
grease and tar A few minutes later
when the Spspree resumed her course
thehe ill fated vessel appeared a massman of
fire clearly outlined against the black
background of sky and sea soon all
was lost to view and night closed
around as the Nord deutscher steamer
plowed on in the darkness and storm

on board the spree J warmth dry
clothing food and all things necessary
for the comfort of the rescued party
were provided they hadbad lost every
thing except what they had on not
even being allowed to take their small
valises with them no efort was
made to save passengers baggage ioin
fact there was little time and the risk
was great the officers and crew of
the german boat are spoken of in
terms of highest praise for their brave
courageousous and generous conduct the
of vers of also com-
mended for their coolness audand discip-
line but of the rest of the crew the only
thing said tois that most of them acted

ugly P however the passengers
were too full of gratitude for their re-
markable preservation to do otherwise
than feel charitable towards the weak-
nesses fit their fellow merimen the all
abourabsorbingbing sedimentsenisent ment was one of thanks
to those who were the means of rescu-
ing them from death and of praise to
the kind and merciful providence who
sent such timely aid had it not been
for the Spspreesreels appearappearanceatice all must
have perished within a short time for
it was not possible for one of the small
boats to have lived in the storm which
raged during the night and next day

thephe remainder of the voyage
was accomplished without any
special event transpiring except
thatanat between three and four
in the morning of sunday december

spree gave assisassistancetamee to the
steamsteamerer lonacilona which had a broken
shaft and picked up two men who
were thrown into the sea in an attempt
to launch one of the one
of the men died shortly after being
taken out of the water

As to the cause of the fire on themthe
I1 abyssA by se inniala litit is said that it was spon-
taneous combustion in the cotton an-
other opiopiniongion and one that seems most
reasonable in view of the rapid spread
of the flames is that while getting the
fire out to repair the damaged bolboilerlerl
the wood and inflammable materialmateriaY

close by was ignited and communi-
cated the fire to several barrels of ORoil
and a large quantity of bacon storey
in close proximity I1

it tois fortunate that there were very
few passengers on board the abys
siniaainia hadbad there been a large number
a panic could notdot have been avoidavoidededi
and it is doubtful whether many morsmor
could bave been rescued with the few
boats on the steamers but travelerstraveler
are learning to avoid tubs that are


