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CoqJerised History of tlc Dosorot News Its Srnall Rerjln-

Tlng and Present Stage of Growth

completeness pith which
fQP5I1E Vjung and his fel

I leaders of the Mormon
tfpeople made preparation Iprio-

rIIIII leaving Winter Quarters for
founding and building up i com-

munity in the fir west is sur-

prising In the measures that were
taken was a display 01 wisdom

THE DE3LRET

nnd foresight that were more
titan hutmn rtmong the most im-

portant provisions of this character
that were made was tlie purcluse of

printing plant designed to be con-

veyedri by the Pioneers on their west-

ward journey mil to be used when
they should permanent loca-

tion
During the winter of 1846 judg-

eVV Phelps sent from Win-

ter Quarters to Philadelphia charged-
with commission to purchase
printing press type etc lie
discharged this duty and brought to
Winter Quarters small printing
plant such as in his judgment would
serve the contemplated purpose-
This printing outfit was
across the plains by the pioneer

company and was part of the freight

with some of the wagons of
that company were laden Such
least the statement the
riter The press was small

II rouht affair known
tamaic ind press and the quail
tit5 type winch accompanied
was but smill

In the spring of 1850 the

was set up in adobe building
which adjoins on the cast the prcs
cnt Dtsi Nests buildings and-

is still standing in tolerable state
of preservation On this press was
printed under date of June 1511

1850 the first number the 11
torT NIVVS The paper was
small affair having eight pies of
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AN EARLY HOME OF NEWS
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three columns each TheI quantity>

of reading matter contained it
was cxcccilmj small but the pres-
ent generation can hardly realize
the joy and pride with which its ap
pearance was greeted by the isolated
community inhabiting Salt ILake and
adjacent valleys Though small it
was a means of intercommunication-
which the people in their isolated
condition appreciated far more than
the have any journalistic enter-
prise since maiijiratcd among them
IHorace Whitney set thetype and
Brigham II Young worked time

press for the first issue
In 1852 a larger press was

brought Salt ILake City with-

i quantity type and added
the News plant and in the same
year Almon Babbitt brought
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this city a printing plant which in-

cludedl a press and a quantityi of jjob
and body type with the intention of
establishing a publication But ml
mediate upon the arrival of the
plant he abandoned his purpose and
sold his printing material to the
Church and it was also added to
the Drst i ET Niws plant Thus

before the these of its second year
the Nrvvs rial iihmcnt had thr
presses end a good supply of job
and body type In the fill of 1352
the plant was removed to the sec-
ond story of the present main bml
ing nov occupied Iy the paper
here it remained about eighteen
months In the spring of 1831 the
Noses ibhshmcnt was removed to
the building which is now the north
ern part of the one occupied by the
general tithing office About two

tater it was again removed
this time to the second floor of the
Council house On account of the
approach ol Johnson army in the
spring of 1854 the plant was divided
and one part was conveyed to IFill-

more and mother pant to IPirow
and the piper was printed first by
one part in one town then bl the
other part in the other town This
was done in part for strategic rea-
sons as it was desired to conceal
from the approaching army the ex
act location of the Church printing
plant

On the return of the inhabitants
to Salt Ladle City after the move
the DrsrKrT NEWS printing plant
was again placed in tthe Council
house where it remained until 1863
when it was removed to the quarters
now occupied by it From year to
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year the plant has been enlarged in
its various departments until it
now one ot the largest and most
complete printing establishments in
the inter mountain region

The latest addition of the pmt
consists of five McrLcntlnIer lino-

types which ire now being vet up
TheI management of the News was
very reluctant to replace the com
positors ssith machines but the pres-
sure to do so Ins become resistless
and hereafter the type of this paper
will be set by machinery principally-
This will enable it to give to its
readers agrcitly increased service
and will be of advantage in many
ways With this new equipment I

the Nrws will be put frilly abreast in
ever respect that constitute a good
modern and enterprising newspaper-
with any of its rival

lfit
for the patron-

age of the people the State-

A few words of retrospect relative
to different men who havt filled the
position ol editor of the Nests neat
not uninteresting to its present
readers Willard Richards was the
first editor and he occupied the tins
ition from the date time first issue
June isth iS0o until his de fill
March ti 1854 Ht a man
of cultivated literary tastes and un-
usual refinement and ability He

succeeded by Albert Carring-
ton one of the few college bred men
among the Mormon leileri at
that iime and retained the
tion until 1859 when judge Elias
Smith became the editor Judge

Smith held the tpn t n until 186-
3v n lHert Car rt umcl-
ltated by T Ii H Stenhouse In
tH57 George O C mnon succeded
Albert Carrmgton as editor Up-

to 1866 the paper had ippcared as a
leely but in that year the semi

weekly edition begun On
November 21st 1868 something
more than a year after George Q
Cannon became editor the first
number of the DESI RET ECNtNI-
NeYvs was issued and ever since
that date the paper has been con
tinned in three editions daily semi
w et kly and weekly

In S7J David O Calder became
manager of both the editorial and
business departments of the paper
and lie continue in control until
1877 when Charles W Penrose be
cunteditoi in chief In 1884 owing
to the religious persecution in-

augurated
i

about tint time Mr
enrose was obliged to absent him

self from home and was away from
this city much of the time
for several years IFrom 1884
until the beginning of 1890 John
Nicholson was acting td tor in chief
with the exception of a term of six
months which Mr Nicholson served-
in the penitentiary unlawful
cohabitation

In the spring of 1890 Mr Penrose
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resumed the active labors of editor
inchief and continued them unti
October 1st ily when the entire
establishment pissed under the con
trol ot a new management and
John O Cannon became editorin
chief which position lie Ins occupied-
ever since

The files of Use Orsrurr News
from its first number to the present
time well illustrate the evolution of
the modern newspaper In examin-
ing early volumes the scarcity of
whit would now be classified as news-
is noticeable Many events of the
greatest importance that today
would be seized upon as matter of
great interest for the news columns
received no tmention whatever while
valuable space was taken lip with
long essays or communications or
selected articles

IFrom the commencement of its
existence the Nnvs has been care-
fully edited and the contents of its
columns have teen selected and pre-
pared with the intention of furnish-

ing the best kinds of reading matter
for the family circle but a volume
succeeded volume greater andI

greater importance was attached to
gathering the news and the paper
lost more and more its character as-

a repository ol miscellaneous litera
ture During the last few years it
has held the character of a strictly
modern mill enterprising newspaper
although a large amount of religious
reading matter has always appeared-
in its columns
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Many Ventures In The Field but Few Prove Succes sful
Prorrrierit Papers and Their History

t

HP NUMBER ofpubh
cations of various kindsIi that have been estab

9 lishcd in Utah first and
last is truly surprising
About two years ago a
computation was made

of the number that had been started-

in Salt Lake City md the estimate-
of over three hundred was arrived
at This was an average of more
than sir each year since the first
settlement ol the State or one for
every sixty days A gentleman
now engaged in journalism in Ogden
recently made statement to the
writer that there had been cstab
lishcd in that city since its first set-

tlement no less than forty different
publications Of this number less
than a half down hate survived and
some of those tint still exist hive
very frail appearance

The town of leaver has shown
considerable journalistic energy-
As early as the spring of 1871 the
Enterprise began publication there-

as i daily It was published as such
for about three months only when-

it became a triweekly After a
feeble and flickering existance of
some three years disappeared from
view but in iSbo was resurrected
and lived about one your since
which time it has not been heard of
There have been started in Beaver
several I but none sur-

vived the period fs infancy except
the Utopian which was established
in 1877 anti continued until 1895
when it was removed to Provo

Logan has been more cautious in
the way of journalistic ventures
TheI first publication of any kind
started in that to is T nondc
script amateur 1cet lallelI the
Northernt f Light ti which only a few

numbers were issued tins was in
187S or cart in lS7g In Scptem
bcriSgwas began the publication
of the ILogan ILeader a wcckl
which continued until iSS when it
was merged into the Journal which
is still published in that city About
the year 1893 the ILogan Nation was
established and iis still being pub-
lishedI under that name though for a
time it went under the name of the
Logan Republican

O journalism in Salt Lake City-

an interesting volume might be
written In its history hive been
exemplified partisan feeling reliti

ious intolerance and political rankor
of an extreme character It his
seemed difficult a great portion of
the time for a public journal to re
frain from exceeding the bonds of
conservatism Prom 1870 to 1890
the people of the Territory were
dividedi on local and politicali iissues
which engendered animosities of a
pronounced character but happily-
for the commonwealth this feeling of

opposition Was rapidly obliterated
immediately after the adoption by
the Mormon Church in October
1890 of the resolution abolishing
plural marriage Ever since the
year 1891 the entire press in the
State has been remarkably united in-

uring and fostering the best interests
of the State regardless of political
parties although at times political
feeling has run very high and found
vehement expression in the columns-

of some of the political journals
The number of small papers that

hive been established in various
puts of the State within the lost ten
years is remarkably large Many
of these puhlicationi have had too
little support to enable them to stir
vine n a few months but
many healhave shown a good
deal ol vitality and energy and give
promISe of a long life

The most interesting feature in
the history of journalism m this
State hive occurred in this city

During the years from 1850 to iSGt
the OESfRET Nrvvs was the only
publication that survived for any
length of time Among the lew
others that were begun during that
period was the Mountaineer which
was edited by jaw cs IFerguson but
it lived onlv a iriirtno lu Igmg
from samplet copies it was a sheet of-

a good ecil of ability lor those days

ELIAS

and merited a longer lease of life

than was given it
In Octobcr iS6i a telegraph line

w is completed across the continent
as lar as Salt Lake city About
year liter the Daily Telegraph w

established in this city by T II I

Stenhousc The paper displayed
great deal of energy and ability but
it survived only a few years

In 1863 the officers and enlisted
men of the California Volunteers
located at Camp Douglass began the

of the Union Vedette a
weekly which adopted a policy
strongly anti but the paper
continued only a year or two
1867 or thereabouts was begun the

of the Utah Mig ime
which was it first a strictly literary
monthly but it soon adopted a pol

icy of crroitionloPrcdttHm Young men mncal t
which was clout that lame t-
iijuratcd Is

Further developments In thtled to the lexcommunicaton6owners and ol that
who had nt length a unuP
nounccd attitude of ho Slilyi Itthe of thepolicy Church I
a Intnumber ol the men oho had
connected with the iiuga2r
Ipreparations to publ a trep

f politicali jounj tn
4

number of which was sued
a1nary 1870 under the name

Mormon Tribune The pubca
w 2

the Utah Magazine hid
pended and this weekly papa
its successor

The Mormon Tribune becaceu
organ of a religious and pIJ
party which consisted manlyolj

s
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ceders from the Mormon Chr
and went under the name of toN
ites William S Codk ben
leading figure m it D
he rear 1870 thus party
ratted to itself poliralty th

ire non Mormon populationt v

Territory and adopted the nor
time ILiberal party Sono alter

its organ the Mormon fr bjr

gas to appear as a d ulv and
name changed to the Salt I akel

bune The best edtonalandIc
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nes talent available was emplor

on this Ipiper IFor
sm my yeas

leading feature of I W-

titonism
lonnento the Off

and people but during Ua3
its chief fame his grown out of

and cllcctivencss with wluchsb

defended the cause of tree slier

On June 5th 1870 appeared

first number of the Salt I ikeHts

a lively energetic and sigoroa6

paper Inch was established I

the time the ILiberal party hadtz

ed a strong and permanent orp

tion Its promoters evidently W-

ed tthat it should
party andt iits policy cl1 hPffP
ably thileading mot r nitst-

hshnlent W C PunbiranJ
L Sloan comprised the fun f
established the Herald the l
being ed tor in clnct Mr

win an able vigorous and r
ritter and gave the Hw

character and policy tint noafr

a generous support from we

coons md conservative Uenitlet
d

politics it defended the cause

Peoples or Mormon party

great vigor Since div on

it has been a strong post
organ

ttrtheAt the present tl1e cthsnewspapers published in

cover the field very tl orlr
leaving absolutely no room

fourth In fact in tile size +

amount of money exprudl d ens

columns the newspapers of

are entirely oat of propnit
oI

0 tf

the population and none

arc proving profitable IS an
r

meat It is a fact frequently

mented upon that Silt lake t

has as good new spal ti 9

found in any city in th nit

having double its population


