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within a year joyce heth died and a
postmortempost mortemmartom examination proved that
the virginia planter had added aboaboutt
eighty years to her age having shutsthus
acquiredredaa taste for the show business
mr barnum traveled through the south
with small showsshown which were generally
unsuccessful in 1841 although without a
dollar of his own hebe purchased scudders
american museum named it
museum and bybv adding novel curiosi-
ties and advertsadvertisingng freely he was able to
pay for it the first year and in IM1848 hegayhadad added to it two other extensive col-
lectionsleet ions besides several minor ones in
1842 he first heardboard of charles S stratton
of bridgeport conn then lelessas than two
feet high and weighing only sixteen
pounds who soon became known to the
world under mr direction as
gen tom thumb and was exhibited in
the united states and europe with great
success in 1849 mr barnum after long
negotiations engaged jenny lindland to sing
in america for nights at 1000 anight
and a concert company was formed to sup-
port her only ninety five concerts were
angivenvon but the gross receipts of the tour
m nine months of 1850 and 1851 were

upon which mr barnum made
a large profit in 18661865 after being con-
nected with many enterprises besides
those named he retired to an oriental
villa in bridgeport which he had built in
1846 he expended large sums in im-
provingroving that city built uup the city ofmileseast bridgeport made mites of streets
and thereinthereiii planted thousands of trees
he encouraged manufacturers to move
to his new city which has since been
united with bridgeport but in 1856 7
to encourage a large manufacturing com-
pany to remove there he became so im-
pressed with confidence in their wealth
and certain success that he endorsed
their notes for nearly the
company went into bankruptcy wipingbipin
out armr property but he haghad
settled a fortune upon his wife he went
to england again with tom thumb and
lectured with success in london and
other english cities returning in 1857
his earnings and his cifes assistanceassia tance
enabled him to emerge from his financial
misfortunes and he once more took
charge of the old museum on the corner
of broadway and ann street and con-
ducted it with success till it waswa burned
on july 1865 another museum
which he opened was also burned he
then in the spring of f187187 1 established a
great traveling museum and menagerie
introducing rare equestrian and athletic
performances which aalafterer the addition of
a representation of the ancient roman
hippodrome races the great elephant
jumbo and other novelties he called
apP T greatest show on earth f

mr barnum has been four times a mem-
ber of the connecticut legislature and
mayor of bridgeport to which city he
presented a pubpublicic park his other benene-

tfactions have been large and numerous
among them a stone museum building

resented to tuftstofts college near boston
assasa filled with specimens of natural

history he has delivered hundreds of
lectures on hemletemperance and tthehe ppracticaltacticalrac
affairs of life he published his autobi-
ographyog PIT new york 18551865 enlarged edi-
tion hartfordartford 1869 with yearly apappen-
dices

en

dir humburgshumbugsHum bugs of the world vnewew
york 18661865 and lion jack a story
18761870 11

mr barnum dealt only ininflameame of
a certain classclan andadd the humbugshumburgs he
manipulated for the amusement of the
public were exposiexposedel by hishie own pen
soao that what was deception on his part
ioin one way was not in another he
was opposed to social political and re-
ligious cant and hypocrisy and he led
a strictly temperate and moral life

at least we have never heard a hint of
anything to the contrary he visited
utah a good many yeara ago and took
much interest in the condition of the
community he had previously known
nothing of the cormonsmormonsMor mons aside from
what he bad read and those aware of
the prejudiced way in which our peo-
ple are almost universally treated
know what that menusmeans he was as-
tounded to find that the saints exhib-
ited so many virtues as are character-
istic of their course subsequently in
the east be expressed himself with
striking vigor on the subject through
the press for dolingdoing this he was as-
sailed by antiantl mormonMomon I1 bigots hutbut
nothing daunted he reiterated and
added to hisbis statements in defense of
the saints showing that his love of
justice waswan so strong that he unhesi-
tatinglyta expressed it at the risk of
being subjected to popular censure
during his eventful life mr barnum
gave many evidences of being a man
of capacious brain irrepressible energy
and magnamagnanimous disposition

THAT TERRIBLE TALE ABOUT THE
THOMAS FAMILY

WE already noticed the storyatory
which has gone the rounds of the press
concerning the alleged suicide of one
thomas thomas who with his family
had escaped from utah and were on
their to wales it was stated that he
resided at scofield near saltbait lake city
and because he refused to join the
mormon church life was made un-

bearable to him and the alternative was
offered to him to join the church or be
killed 22 he managed to escape with
his family and on hie way east imagin-
ing that the cormonsmormonsMormonsuell were pursu-
ing him he jumped from the train
into a river and was drowned

the widow with her children ex-
cited the deepest sympathy and a sub-
scription was taken up for them so that
they were able to pursue their journey
and sailed from new york for wales

we denounced the story as false on
its face and expressed the hope that
some of the people ofef scofield which
tois about a hundred miles from this city
would send ua the facts in the case
we are in receipt of the following let-
ters and signatures which we think
are sufficient to stamp the story as a
complete falsehood made up in the
8firstrot place no doubt as a newspaper sen-
sation the first of these letters Is
from a mormon source

april ard 1891

to the eldith the deseret news
yourtour issue of march contains an

editorial article A terrible tale of
woe 11 which refers to statements circu-
lated by eastern newspapers respecting
thomas thomasThomasandand family emigrants

from scofieldofieldSo to wales it is claimed the
said thomas thomas committed suicide
by jumping into the detroit river to es-
capecapelishis pursuerpursuer who he said was a mor-
mon itit I1is also stated that the I morimor
monsmono of scofield demanded he and
family should join their church and on
their refusing to do so threatened to kill
thelandthem and made life unbearable to them

now we the undersignedundersignerunder signed mormon
residents of scofield wish to make it
known to all the world if possible that
while thomas thomas and family resid-
ed among us which they did for about
five yearsears theybey were never urged to join
the jachurchhurc much loseless threatened with
death should they refuse to do so

nothing could be farther from the
truth than the statement that they were
interfered with and they were wellviell re-
spected0 by all who knowknew them

signed mormons john F andersenAnde raen
frances nelson john L nelson john 0
nelson mary B davis john F davis
mary lewis samuel davis emma
boweter jr tha davis emma bove
ter sr david W lewis sarah jane
reese william E lewis alialice C
Wdimpy william B boweterjr mary E william
boweter sr martha A
isaac emily J J K
parcel raerachelea davis andrewandrew rugmire
sarah ingaldsondonaldsoninaldson vernile Aaveryvery mary

charles T greenland sarah R
avery flerherbertbort savage rachel green-
land john street R J savage edwinn
street M A Harthartshornshoria john F davis
S A bennett rachel evans rachel E
evans rachel evan glaticegratice davisdavi
mary ann davis mary jane davisdavievan S thomas margaret thomas
thos T parmley margaret A thomas
david J thomas brigham M V goold
catherine goold henry E greenland
mary ann parmley richard T evans
eathestherer ann green fand william leyshonley shon
martha evans george W reese em-
maly leyshonLeys bon evan evans jane reese
joseph S thomas rachel evans fred-
erick thomas edwards ann thomasthomas
sarah bedows william powell hannah
watson john potter mary evans J L
boulden M 0 boulden william T
evans mary jones john A jones sen
sarah jones john A jones jun eliza-
beth richards david jones maryma annabelisevans thomas M richards sebelia
evans david T evans E A bird wil-
liam evans sarah ann williams josephhritrichards mary richards hyrum rich-
ards mary C richards thomas cox
sonsen hannah richards george cox jane
cox thomasthom cox junjunemarymary pitman
william cox mrs A wallacewallace andrew
wallace margaret H williams mrs
gwen street

the accompanyingI1 ing letter and list are
from non mormonscormonsMormons in neld

emery co utah
april ath 1891

editor deseret news
we the undersignedundersignerunder signed non mormon resi-

dents of scofield emery countycountThedutah
protest against statements pub by
eastern and some western papers that
thomas thomas and family capersgapershadad to10 flee
from here or join the mormon church to
save their lives

our experience with the mormon peo-
ple of scofieldofieldSo is that any person caneleliveve peaceably among them and that all
persons have their own free will and
onochoiceice as to whether or not that they
loinjoin the mormon church and it is our
firm belief that the said thomashomas thomas
had no cause whatever to leave scofield
on any mormon pretencepredencepretence as he was well
respected by all who knew him

signed non thos W snow-
den jas T H thomas W H
myers B B mcdonald james wallace
jr 1J M beattebeatie J W Klkissellosell
fannie Mearweather arena wim


