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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

YARIOUS IDEAS OF HELL.

Anexchange gtates that the learned
‘Dr. Whiston, Bir Iseaec Newton’s
friend, beld that hell is rituated on a
cometb, He is quotel as eaying:

It seoms to me that thie theory, which
you rightly say **must helong to me and
me alone,’’ does locate bell, the awful
prison-honse of the damned, in the fiery
-nuoleus of some (perhape yet undiseov-
ered) comet of unthinkable size. In its
wide-cireling charios of fire they will be
whirled in the twinkling of an eye from
the inwolerable beal of the sun back icto
space hundreds and hundreds of mill iona
‘ot miles lrom the great torch-bearer of
our system. Thus instantly the wretched
‘tenant will be given two unbearable ex-
tremes, one of cold and the other of heat.
This is to continue through endless ages
of aternity.

Young Btiiling, whose thoughts on
unearthly subjects are of the most
original and unique nature, locsted
the fipai place of punishment
in the ioterior of the earth,
where he supposed the pasclons
of the damned would oconstantly
finsh from their bodies, like seiectric
-sparks, maklog the place s veritahle
«Juke of fire, burning and not consum-
ing.

Emanue! Bwedenborg does mnot
~glearly locate the plaGge of torment
telatlve tojthe visible universe, His
theory wae that, after the fall, wicked
men, when dead, combiped Into im-
fernul socleties, each one belug drawn
to the companions with which his in.
-¢lipatione were most in barmony, lo
this way the various hells originated
and grew In power and Influence and
threatened the very existence of the
+ heavens, until God assumed humanity
-and conquered the evil ivfluencs, thus
«restoring order in heaven und faciliiat-
iog the traneitiom from earth to the
place of the blessed. According to
this mystic writer there are three
olasses of hells or inferual socisties, In
‘the lowest self-love js the dominant
prineiple; in the next, self-derived wia.
dom, apd 1o tbe highest, self-service,
Betweon thege hells and the heavens is
‘a0 Intermediate state, he toinks, 1nto
which nll enter at the time of death,
Here they stay long encugh to decide
-for themsel ves in wbat company they
will spend eterpity, Minietering
-Angele are ready to render any service
needed, but pDolwithstanding this,
‘many prefer to go to hely, their habijis
anJ thoughts and feelinge on earth
having created In them a desire tor the
Ampure soviety of wicked men and
women and fallen angels, which they
prefer to tbe pure socletlea of,good
men and angele, But even inm the
hells, by the mercy of God,be says, the
conuition of the fallen s somewhat
ameliorated and they are pever en-
titely beyond the pussibility of redemp-
tlon. The indescribably bappy mar-
riaye relation is oue of the character-
dstlcs of henvVenly socteties, while pro-
mlscuity istherule In the infernal com-
munijties.

A new view of hell has re.
<ently been advanced by su_Ameri-
cap lady writer. Bhe represents a
man who in a dreams taike with his
ancestors. Ope of these says he was

an inhabitant of the place of torment,
though there was no such place as
commonly undersicod. His bell con-
siated 1o the condition of his feelings.
He bad uvo interest in anything any

more, He felt no enjoyment, no am-
bition, no pleasure, no passions, no
desires, He could go to heaven, if he

wanted to, but be was not interested in
anythiug. Thia lues ig- decidedly
vovel and may have beeo suygested by
the fact thatoverindulgence iu sensual
pleasures 18 known to lead s persva to
the verge of that gonditiun aiready in
thie lite. Qthers have suguested, aud
wilbh more force ol reasoniny, that the
main torment consists in & burning Jde-
sire for the plessures of earth wittiout
the power or opportunity of satisfying
lnem.

The geriptural doctrine on this point
may be summed up in the brief state-
ment that a man will certainly reap
gocording to that which he soweth.
Holy writ Jdoes nut enter Into geo.
graphical deseriptivns of Lhe world ot
apirits, nor doce 1t detail the conditions
of the wicked. But in solemn termpg
and with unmistukahle earnestness it
announcel the fact that a life com-
pleted in the violation of the lawa of
God will lead to & state of misery here-
after. Daniel eays some shall awake lo
everlasting life and others to ‘‘ahame”
and ‘‘evellasting contempl,’’ a state-
ment confirming the saying of Isgiah:
¢“Their worm sball not die, neither
shall their fire he quenched; and they
ghall be an ubhorring unto al) fiesh,??
The same language is employed by
the Bavior, and 1t derived ite sig.
pificance from {(be exlstence in
the Valley of Hinoom, south " of
Jerusanlem, of Gelbenna, the place
where the garbage of the city was
Rept burning constantly, ‘fhe doctrine
is plainly taught that s man’s life after
thie is bul a continuation of his life on
eartb; thut divine justice is meted out
with rigid impartiality, Tbe condl.
tion of ithe wigked is reterred to ms
‘‘denth’’ and the place as ‘*hell,?” over
which the f*devii’’ is the ruler. But
this prince will finaliy have to surren-
der bis power to the Almlghty, when
he himeelf together with hoth death
and hell are to be cast intlo
““the lake cof fire and brimstone,’” the
Inst destination of those who have not
been saved on eatth nor after their
departure from earth, and whose names
at the lasf judgment, consequently, are
pot not found in the Lamhb?a book of
life, ¢*Whosvever was not found writ-
ten in the Book of Life was cast inte
the lake of fire,”’

In the revelutlon on this subject
given to Joseph Smith and Sldoey
Rigdon on February 16, 1882, the
versons referred to as finally lost are
mote fully explained, but as t. thelr
fale it is plainly stated that ‘‘the end
thereof, netiher the piace thereof, nor
their torment, no man knows. Netther
was it revealed, npeither is, neither
will be revealed unto man, ¢xXcept to
them whoare made partakers thereof.??
1t is therefore eafe fo say that all spec-
ulations and theories shout the location
of hell and the condition of the
damped are idle. The fact that sin
brings punlshment is revealed, The

nature theteo! no man clearly com-
prehende.

e

SOCIALISM CONSIDERED.

Among the most prominent ques-
tlons of the day are those bearing on
sooial reforms in varlous directions.
They are agitated among the laboring
clasees in every clvilized country and
discussed in the leadlny magnzines and
newspipers of the world, The Jiscus-

sion of theological subtleties, in which
former ages were 80 deeply interested,
has in the main been abandoped a8
profilless, from a material polpt of
view, orieftto the learned ocgupants
of the puipits. Long established forms
of ibe rocial structure are losiug the
sanctilty with which they were once re-
garded and people demand reforms
with no unceriain sound,

Anyetthe difficuity s in findiog
something practical, some fegsible
plan upon which to effect the degired
caange, The cool factis that goclety
a8 1t im orgunized today is the putural
growth of preceding conditions, It
ia not the creation of some ope with
the vlew of oppressing one glaes and
favoring othere, Tyrants, it iz true,
the world has bad, and still has, but
their exploite among the nations have
alwaya been of comparatively brief
Juration. Hiatory teaches plainly that
¢ven the most oppressed people will .
some time rise in its majeaty and crush
the usurpers in the dust, and as far &8
posalble right the wrongs infiicted. The
exlisting defects, wbalever they may
be, can therefore not be looked upon
or treated»s mere Incldenials, ns essy
toremove a8 a grain of sand from the
eyeor a splinter from a finger, They
are rather constitutiorsl, apd require
treatment accordlngly.

‘The various theories of aoeialism,
communism, anarchism and npihjllem
propose remedies whereby an jdesl
society may be formed, Soclaljsts in
general alm at what they cali a just

distribution of the wesith of the
earth among ite inbabitants, The
state, they think, ought to control

all the means wherehy a country
is supporled and see thal none ageumu- -
lates an undue proportion thereof
while others are sufleripg, They res-
son (rom the Rupposition that weslth is
the product ot *labor,!’ leaving out of
conslderation the element of “ah)lity,*
which others regard ms eveu more
essential in the development of the
natural resources. They disclaim any
ravolutionary tendencies and inaist
that their pocial idess are the paiutal
consequenge of the dootrines of de-
mMocragy,

The anarchists find the reforms sug: *
gested by the socialista inadeguate.
They do not ascribe the ills of which
they comuplain to any barticulasr form
of soclety, but tosociety itself, Their
idea i8 to annibilate all asocisl astruc
tures and to set each man free—free a3
the beasts of the field, who know of DO
government, no soclal relations. The
means Wherehy this is to be effected i8
the brutal force. Many of them openly
advocate the destruction of accumu-
lated wealth and the assassination of
all who attempt to guard the lives and
property of their fellowmen. It takes
oniy 8 momeni’s reflection upon what
the conditlon of the world would
be  without laws, without 80"



