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And the scripture was fulfilled which saith,
Abraham believed God, and it was imputed un-
to him for righteousnes; and he was called the
friend of Ged.

Ye sce then how that by works a man is
justified, and not by faith only.

For as the body without the spirit is dead, so
falth without works is dead also.—Jarnes 12, 20-
26.

v And [ saw the dead, small and great, stand
before God; amd the books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is the book of
life: and the dead were judged cut of those
things which were written in the books, accord-
ing to their works.”—Rev. xx, 12,

The dead are to be judged according
to their works, not according to their
faith.

Brethren and sisters, let me urge upon
you to labor for the onward advance-
ment of the kingdom of God, to ob-
serve what is known as the Word of
Wisdom, to pay an honest tithing, to
uphold and sustain the Priesthood of
God that has been called to preside in
our day, to be merciful, kind and long-
suffering, and to judge not, that ye be
notjudged. Let me urge upor you, in
short, to live the life of a Latter-day
Saint, that men seeing your good deeds
may glorily God and be led to investi-
gate the principles of the Gospel. You
cannot labor to keep the command-
ments ot God without that labor having
an effect upon tho-e you mingle with.
A man who labors in this way has
about him a spirit that gives him power
and influence for goog with all men,
especially with those who are honest-
hearted.

Now I want to say to the Latter-day
Saints that the Prophet Joseph Smith
gave a sign to the people, by which they
‘might know the voice of the true shep-
herd, and that sign was to always stay
with the majority -of the Church. I
want yon to reflect upon that. I also
wish to read a few words that the
[Prophet Joseph Sinith delivered jin a
sermon at Commerce in 1845. Remem-
sber, ye Latter-day Saints, that the
words I am about to read are not my
words, but the words of an inspired
Propbet of Geod. I do knrow. that
Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God, I
bear that witness to you. Iknow itas
well as I know whea [ am cold and { go
Into a warm room and feel the warmth.
Iknow that we are engaged in the
‘work of God. I kemow that the sigus
follow those who believe. I know that
the gift of tongues is in the Church. I
know by the testiniony of Franklin D.
Richards, Karl 3. Maeser and William
Budge, whom you all know to be honest
men, that by the gift of tongues, mani-
tested the might Karl G. Maeser was
baptized into the Church, Frauklin D,
Richards and Karl G. Maeser were able
to understand each other, Karl G.
Maeser talking in German and Fraoklin
D. Richards talking in English. When

fother Maeser was baptized in his
Dative jand, he called upon the Lord in
S€Cret prayer, after he came out of the
water, aund said to the Lord, “O Lord,
I have obeyed Thy Gospel; I believe in
the divinity of the mission of the
Prophet Joseph Smith with all my heart;
I believe that the angel that was seen to
fly in the heavens with the everlasting
Gospel, has come to the earth and
restored the Gospel; now, O Father,
Manifest unto me one ot the signs that
shall follow the believer, and I pledge
You that it you give me a" witness of the
divinity of the work in which we are en-
Baged, I will, if need be, give my life

for that cause,” After this, he walked
along asking questions of Brother
Franklin D. Richards, Brother Budge
acting as interpreter. Finally when he
asked a guestion of Brother Richards,
Brother l%ichards told Brotbher Budge
that he need oot interpret that, as he
understood it perfectly. Then Brother
Richards answered, and Brother Maeser
told Brother Budge that he need not
interpret that, as he understood it per-
fectly; and they walked along the street,
one talking in English and the other in
German, and each understood the other
by the inspiration of the Spirit of God.
1 say that this was one of the signs that
follow the believer. I say to you that
my wife, whose body lies in the tomb,
blesscd me by the gift of tongues. I
bave lived to see that blessing {ulfilled
upon my head. Isayto youthat I knpw
that God lives, that .Lesus is the Christ,
and that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of
God. I will now read to you the words
of that Prophet, and I say to every Lat-
ter-day Saint, mark them well, and re-
member them, and do not fall into the
position that they warn you against,

‘*O v Twelvel and all Saints!  Profit by this
important key—that in all your trials, troubles,
temptations, e#fflictions, bonds, imprisonments
and death, see to it, that you do not betray
heaven; that you do mnot betray Jesus Christ;
that you do not betray the brethren; that you
donot betray the revelations of God, whether
in the Biblc, Book of Maormon, or Doctrine
and Covenants, or any other that ever was or
evet will begiven and revealed unto man in
this world or that which is to eome. Yena, in
alt your kicking and flounderings, see to it that
youdo not this jthing, lest innocent blood be
found in your skirts, aud you go down to hell,
All other sins are not to be compared 1o sin-
ning against the Holy Ghost, and proving a
Araitor to thy brethron.

I will give unta you onc of the lLeys of the
‘mysteries of the kingdom. It is an eternal
principle, that has existed with God from all
eternily: That man who rises up to condemn
others, finding fault with the Church, saying
that they arc out of the way, while he himseif
is Tighteous,then know assuredly, that that man
is in the highroad to apostacy; and if he dges
inot repent, will apostarize, as God lives.”

These are the words of the Prophet
Joseph Smith, and I bear record that
they are true. Amen.

THE FIRST SABBATH FAST,

Times change, men change, methods
change, habits change, but the great
Master noted that there was little change
in one thing:

“The poor you have always with you,”
said He to His disciples, when, to their
indignation, the loving woman presumed
from her box of alabaster to pour the
precious ointment upon His devoted
head as they *‘sat at meat-”’

There was no intimation then,as there
is none now, that this condition will be
readily changed. That such was the
case under ‘““Enoch, the seventh from
Adam," the records assert, for ol the
Zion which he was privileged to estab-
lish, it was triumphantly said, “There
was no poor in all her borders.'” In the
Christian dispensation, by a circu-
itous route, the necessities of the poor
were overcome probably as they were
overcome in thislater dispensation when
opposition and persecution led to a
brotherly unity, of claim or possession
which was but temporary.

The return of the Enochian siyle of
Zion is still tiie subject of prophecy, and

belongs to the future; and probably part

of the education of the later people—the
Latter-day Zion, will depend upon the
presence of the original Zion, which it
wis promised should come again to
earth. Meanwhile, and until that day
dawns, ‘‘the poor are with us,” and it is
not sufficient that they have ‘“‘had the
Gospel preached to them’ any more
than it was anciently. There are forms
of necessity today, similar perchance to
those of ancient days. Thereare con-
ditions which are dissimilar, and these
have to be met by those whose brother-
bood is undoubted, as they alone can
exhibit from a lohy standpoint that
genius of the Gospel which makes itself
felt in suscepiible and obedient human
hearts.

There has been ample provision made,
or might be expected, in this crowning
dispensation, for all emergencies for
any situation; yet in this dispensation
the Saints have not bzen called upon as.
yet, ‘‘because of the multitude that be--
lieved,'’ nor have they been called upon
perhaps to so manitest their unselfish-
ness and love, or are they so far of “one
heart and one soul’’ as umiversally or-
by silence to admit as the early Chris-
tians did, ‘*neither said any of them that.
aught of the things which they possesse
ed were their own; butthey had alle
things common; oeither was there any
among them that lacked; for as many as
were possessors of land or houses sold.
them, and brought the price of the,
things tbat were sold and laid them
down at the Apostles, feet, and distribu-
tion was made unto every man accord-
ing as he had need.” Acts 4:23.

It would be difficult in these daysto
tnaugurate so marvellous a phenomenon.
That day of opposition and persecution
compelled the disciples to stand by each
other, to encourage and sustain each
other, until somewhat of a repetition of
the methods of Enoch were halt shadow-
ed. Indeed the liberality of the be-
lievers became so great that the Apostles
were unablé to attend to the duties of
their special calling, for “‘as the disci-
ples multiplied, the brethren looked out
seven men of honest report, full of the
Holy Ghost and wisdom, to be appoint-
ed over that business, that the Apostles
might give themselves to prayer and to
the ministry of the word.” Acts 6:1-8.

The love and practical sympathy so
exhibited by the early Church excited
not only the attention of opponents,-but
of the Pagan world also; and for over
two bundred years the poor were look-
ed after, with the same ardor as in the
time of the Apostles, and they in their
writings and practice simply echged the
teachings of their exalted leader, *‘A
new commandment,’’ said He, “I give
unto you, that you should love omne
another; as I have loved you, so love
you one another;”” and again He says,
“this is my commandment that you love
one another,”” and an Apostle in pursuit
of this doctrine urged the example of
their great Master, ﬁy saying, “'Though
He was rich, yet for our sakes He became
poor, that we through his poverty might
be made rich.'? at this became an
established test of true discipleship, is
evident from the query in the following
passage, ‘‘Hereby perceive we the love
ot Christ, because He laid down His life
for us, and we ought to lay down our
lives tor thebrethren. But whoso hath
this world’s goods,and seeth his brother
bave need, and shutteth up his bowels
of compassion from him, how dwelleth

the love of God in him?"



