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MONOGAMY AND POLYGAMY. |

The following commu:ication, containing
gome considerable amount of sound sense,
which appeared in a rec nt number of the
Commonwealih, Denver ci y, C. T., was writ-

ten, not for publication in that Territory, as membered 'bat the universal practice has been | the consequences of their indiscretion.
but to be sent to leave to the states the enactment rfpena! let them alone.

the author informs the publie,
to a friend in Washingion city., By some
mistake on the part of an individual intrusted

with its transmission, it was lefL in the office Utah bas failed to enact their pluraliry in die amid the flames, testifying, as they would,

of the Commonwea'th. The editor, supposing
that it was intended for that journal, pub-
lished it, much to the surprise of the writer,
who was not well pleased with i's appearance;
uot because lhe was unwiling to “face the
muasic’” and defend the elatements therein
made, but because it was hurriedly and care-
leasly written, and not intended for the benefit
of the pecple of Colorado,to whom it was
inapplicable. As will be seen from its per-
usal, the writer is tolerably well versed in
history—biblical especially—fuily as much go
28 the Executive of Utab, whom he gives a
few home-thrusts, which may be deemed per-
sonal, as theyimply the absence of know-
ledge as well as verity. Tle appearance of
the article in the News wil! not, of course, be
considered a fuil indorsement of 41l the senti-
ments therein expressed. They are, however,
in the main, very correct, but the diction is
somewhat objectionable in a few instances:

UTAH—WHAT SHALL BE DOXE WITH I1T?

This is a question for statesmen. Have we
got any statesmen? If we bave, why have
they not prevented the present evis? Why
do men in bigh places go on complicat. ng and
multiplying evils? Is it not enough that we
have a war about the negro, and are tureat-
eaed with a foreign war, that we must have a
further complication by hasty and illy-advised
legislation about an obscure Territory, lo-
caied in the heart of a de:olate rauge of
mountains? These are pertinent questions
brought out in part, by the reading of the
message of Governor Harding, as published
by authority. Not only are these questions |
evolved, but I shall presume to offer an opin-
lon on Lhis particular boue of contention.
Before saying my say, it is necessary for my
own vindication, against the blindness and
bigotry cf the world, to assert that the writer
i3 innocent of any sy mpathy with polygamy—
that he believes in the dusl relution—that the
duties and obligations of the family circle are
teachings of nature, and absolute necessities,
which canuot be omitted without the grossest
wrongs to the innocent and helplese.

1shall not argue the respective merits of
the antagonistic social system; with these I
have notling to do; we have no right to con-
template them, except in the light
peiitical relations, rights. influer ces, ete. |

It is very plain that the great barrier to'
the admiesion of Utah is the plurality of |
wives. This the Governor ceclares he will
not discuss Biblically, and yet he concedes |
the toleration of thie practice by the Oid
Testament, but that under the New, it must
cease; and th-n falsifies the facts of history |
by stating “that it prevailed to a limited ex-
tent,”” when he kpew, and every well-read

mwan knows that it was and continues to be
the universal

of their

Governor then asserts, as a fundamental pro-
position: “That no community ecan happily
cxlst with an institution so importaut as

marrizge, wanting in all those qualities that

make it homogeneous with institutions and
laws of ncighboring civilized communities,
baving the same object.” The subsequent
lational procesges of the Governor should
teach bim and ail others that the less we
meddle with that peculiar arrangement by
_law or force, and the more we leave it to that
inevitable law and destiny which awaits
special and universal conditions and relations
antagonistic to overwhelming majorities, the
sooner we shall be rid or their discords.

But Congres was out of employment, and

must needs stir up more strife, and hence a

law to test the legality and constitutionality
of the sccial system of an obscure mountain
bound territory. Nextin the programme is
thf omission of action on their application
eolely for the purpose of testing their uncon-
stitutional legwlation on the subject of mar-
riage. Aficr the passage of an evabling act,

and the formaticn of a constitulion in accor-’
1y condewmn the followers of Joe Smith,

dance therewith, and sending their delegate

to Washington the omission of action was not |

culy a slight, but an outrageous insu't, the
object of which istoo apparenttobe mistaken,
and all the sophistry of Gov. Harding cannot
conceal it. His recommendation of cansus
taking was adding insult to injury.

That Congress has any abstract constitu-
tional right to legislate on the subject of
matrimony, I most emphatically devy. If

can only be attempted ona far-felcbed and|
implied inference, and that inference is not as
clear as the right to legiglate onthe admission
Our fathers rever contem-
plated equality in political power between
at the door |
osed the aboli‘ion of , Ohio they
i thence to Salt Lake.

would die out, and hence new states mlghtf' faith,

ovided their form wes republican, ' feeble

of slave siates.

North and CSoyth—they mnever expected to
bear a new slave state knocking
for admission; they supE

the trade would cut off the supply and slavery

be added, pr

But pew territory and new slave states hlﬂr;

-

customw of all eastern nat ons |

outside the pale of modern Christianity, The it,

\
'

3
I

-harmonize wilh their viewa. lunhesitatingly
affirm that no man can put a legitimate con-

'polygamy of all the Indian tribes nearly in the

|

Juded Mormone,

been added. The prevailing custom was the
dual system in socia! life, ani the modern in-
terpretation of the New Testament, the rule
of society om that subject; hence, the pre-
sun ption that there wou!d be no digression,
and hence the omission of any constitutional
provision pro oreomn. Again, it should be re-

laws for the violation of the dual system.
This is a n.vel case, and should be handled |
discreetly. If the Territorial Legislature of

form, the constitution fails to condemn or
forbid it, and the question is not only open |
but it is complex.

It must also be conceded, that, though
marriage with us isa civil act, whieb the mag-
istrate binds and releases, it is also a
religious act, instituted according to the pop-
ular faith in the G irden of Paradise for man’s
especial benefit; “And God saw Lhat it was
not good for man to be alone.” It isthere-
fore plain that our practice as well as the
legal sanction of our statutes are the results
of our popular theology. In proof of this, 1
only cite to the fact, that thcusands of our
people refuse to be married by the givil mag-
istrate, especially if he belongs no: to the
bousehold of faith. Originally, in its sour-
ces, the marriage system was wholly divine,
and has been made civil by modern innova-
tion. They, the Mormons, adopt the ancient
idea—make it exc'usively religious, bind their
consciences om earth and determine their
destiny—pariicularly the destiny of the way-
ward, hesitating and resisting sisters who re-
fuse to be sealed and aid in their divine
mission and duty of “multiplying and replen-
ishing,” in eternity. They claim the Bible
and so do we, They claim Jo Smith as an
inspired Teacher, while a very large part of
our civilization elaim that God calls and sets
men apait specially to the work of the minis-
try—expounding the word and saving souls.
‘Lo the reasoning mind the difference is not
great.

Additionally to all this, thev confirm their
doctrines by miracles; they claim with much
show of consistency the ancient gifts; they
have prophecy, tongues, interpretation of |
tongues, and what is more palpaule, the heal- |
ing of the sick by laying on of hands, while'
we ignore all such evidences and confine them
to the early and dark ages of christianity.

Now then, seeing that both systems are
born of religious element in man—that all
nations, not accepting modern Christianity,
and pnot claiming divinity for their sanction,
not only adopt that which is most convenient, |
but the veiy opposite of our practice, would "

practiced in the
(I mean Listori- |

|

raclice at
sequently

it not be well to pause and consider who has |
the best authority — who has the clearest
sanction of the coinmon authority? For this
very purpese I now write. 1 would like to
gee Justice done. I would like to see states-
men Sauna and tremble before they force on
us and the world another war involving not
a merely moral or political antagonism, but a
fight which essentially involves a religious
controversy; for, after all, the popular preju-
dices in the States, on this subject, are the
preducts of their theology.

Now, then, I affirm that the Mormons have
the advaptage of us.

1st. It was uuivtrualII
early ages of the world,
callc{).

2d. It was taught, permitted and practiced
by the Jews in its most odious form—wives
and concubives—as the special and chosen
people of God.

3d. The O!d Testament in no case condemns

4th. Pol . gamy was the common E
the time of Christ’s advent, and su
during the apostolical period. ’i

6th. The New Testament no where presents 1
an emphatic denunciation of the practice. It
simply contents itself with general descrip- |
tions of the relation—deiines their duties, and
requires the Bishops and Elders to be the
husband of one wife, thus permitting by a
fair legitimate inference the laity 1o adopt the
common practice without offence, just as the
M. E. Chureh tolerated the buyiug and sell-
ing of men, women and ¢hildren by the laity,
and denied that privilege to the Bishops.

I do not propose to argue this series of as-
gertions; all but the last xre known to school-
boys, and the last would be known if com-
mon senge and reason prevaiied instead of ig-
porance, superstition, bigotry and general
intolerance of difference of opinion. odern |
civilization has adopted the dual syatem, and
theologians construe the MNew Testament to

struction upon the New Testament and clear.

It is proper to call public attention to an-
~other fact. We are compelled to tolerate the

country. Are not the wiseacres alarmed at
Eihia innovation—tLis incongruity— this bar-
barism?. And yeét there would be about as
mwuch reason in a crusade against the Sioux,
the Arapahoes, etc., as against the poor, de-
|

With all their favits they have their uses.
They have peopled the desert; they have made
the wilderness to blossom as the rose; they
have sustained life in the fastnesses of the
Rocky M. untains in the face of perpetual |
snows. Like our pilgrim fathers, they fled
from civil ard religio s intolerauce. From
fled to Missouristhence to Illinoig—
They have energy, zeal,
ey are a brave people—they are a
‘e. It is aniwpossibility that they

ean barm ug. 1t is to us 2 matier of no eon- l

‘zation of the 19th century and 30,000,000 of

Jlike, but practice no fraud—no deception;

, cordance with their feelings and inclinations be restrained from immo

' dark conciaves of midnight o:-gies and aban-

a lng the monater mother and the daughter firet
abducted, who had now herself, through the
wily artifices of her inhuman mother, been
trained to become a procuress also.

Arrived at the residence of Mr. Ward Paek,
g i_n Bountiful, where Miss Agnes had been liv-
If you want to increase theie ™8 for some time, this feminine demon sue-
faith and zeal, and make converts, persecute ¢®eded in obtaining an interview with her
them—make martyrs of a few. Bring them daughter at the gate. The r.ﬁrrilge and kid-
to the faggot and stake. Let a few of them napping posse, being at a little distance and:

hidden by an intervening house, Mr. Pack.
had not noticed them. They were in full,
view, however, to Mr. George 1. Grant, liv-
ing just - opposite, who, suspecting some
‘treacherous proceeding was on foot, went im-
‘mediately to Mr. Pack and infermed him of
the characters who were in waiting near hia
bhouse. Seeing that a premature discovery
was | kely to take place, the old hag seized
fast hold of the daughter and called loudly
and vehemently for immediate aid; upon whieh
her accomplices, with the carriage, moved
promplly to the gateway. The soldiers,.
hastily dismounted, drew their revolvers and
cocked them, preparatory for death-dealing
work. Mr. Grant, however, had succeeded
in releasing the young woman from the grasp
of ber unnatural mother before the troops

sequence whether they are admitted as
State or not.

So long as they do not invade us; so long as
they leave undisturbed our great lines of
travel, we should at least permit them to en-
Jjoy unmolested their peculiar views; and let
those uniling their destiny with them endure

their unshaken faith, and you will only in-
crease their numbers. If the boasted civili-

people is not sufficient to tolerate and quietly
¢eradicate this social heresy, without violence,
then this heresy ought to survive and. its op-
position ought to perish.

This great natien should remember that
though the Mormous have erroneouas ideas
and bad practices, their persecutions have
been of the nature of mob violence, and in
many cases unjustly severe and brutal; the in-
nocent have suffered with the guilty. That
they should feel soured is but natural—that
they should retaliate in the same spirit. and
with the same reckless disregard of inno-
cenee or guilt, is also natural. This is a part
of their religion, and the sword may compel
ouvedience, but it seldom wins affection. Leni-
t{, conciliation, toleration—mild measures
sbould be used. Deny them admission if you

tell them squarely what you mean, and in the :

end you may succeed; but an jlrntt«smpl: tn_m}ﬂd Hepase.

God, is folly—is madness. _ been highly illustrative of Christian refine-.
I bave thus written because evil counsels ment and eivilization. Epithets and anathe-.

prevail. I bhave no sympathy with Mormen
ideas or customs; hutFI dgprt{a te the wagte of a8 Were freely belched forth, and the “Mor-

treasure and blood when no good can come of mon” people in general were stigmatized as
the waste. Joun B. Worrr.  being everything in the world but quiet, de-

- I e

A BOLD ATTEMPT A | eent and law-abiding. Cocked pistols were
LA T KIDHAPRING pregented to the breast and head of Mr. Pack

On Monday morning last a most dastardly, to enforce the demand for entrance into the

 villainous and bigh-handed attempt to kidnap house and for the purrender of the young wo-

a young woman was perpetrated at Bountilul, | mapn; but he bravely and gallantly, against
about ten miles north of this city, by a bandit such odde, maintained his post to prevent.
of soldiers from Camp Douglas, eutrance at the door, also displaying his re-

The facls, as we have lcarned them from volverin proof of his ability to cope wilh

sources of unquestioned reliability, are as them in “civilized” warfare if they cbose to

follows: inaugurate it. This the villains did not, how-
A woman named McMullen, who, with her I:r ever, deem advisable, and well for them they
two daughters and husband, a stepfather to were thus discretionate.
the girls, arrived in this titj’ last [l”, some- But a Very ghort time Ilﬂpﬂéd ere the citi-
time since, with her husband chose to take up ;o5g had gathered in considerable numbers.
quarters “’ittf the troops on the b“m‘-h-‘m“i'fazd upon being made fully acquainted witt:
tary camp life being, no doubt, more in ac- yhe object of the rascals, could with difficulty
lating the whole of
mple to all future desecrators,
the sanctity and peace of our homes and

than the less ostentatious, peace-promoti' € t})em as an ensa
routine of civil life in Great Salt Lake City, Euf

Her two daughters, children by another and ‘g, 4i 1 :
firesiles. Wiser couns :
former husband, pot especially relishing the' s S, henpver, preveiled

: ; ,and, upon application, a writ was igsued by
high-flavored ingredients of life among sol- \Justice Ca'l, upon which six of the offenders
diery, preferred to remain among their friends | :

in this city. The older girl, named Agnulwe” Areested aud takew e She houss of M.

Perigrine Sessions for safe keeping till yester-.
Lowry, was about twenty years of age, the ;. y moruning, when they were brought to this
younger cne about filteen. |

city under a guard of ei - |
Some time after becoming acclimated to the cu:ve;:e; t g(,a;;' D::lit;::ﬁinh:“z;;::::
surroundings of Camp Doyglas, the woman,! | )

: ‘over into the hands of the imilitary authorities,
having procured a carriageand horses for the |, ., 1 R T * ,
purpose—whi.h was doubtless e ffacted with-| at thay may be ‘dealt wilh.as prescribed by

h bl q "7 recent act of Congress. As may have been
out much trouble or expense—an ,prnceedmg,a]rudr iateired frons She. shsissmatd. alicve

to the house of Mr. Jobn Pack, in the 1Tth ., as to the number arrested, it is proper

Ward, induced the upwitting younger girlto ;.. 4o gtate that before the arrests could be

accompany her to the sidewalk, near Whtu'eﬁ'ected, some three of the gang, together

. - e ok
the tarm'lge ok wmﬁtmg, when by forcible - with their infuriated and disconcerted leader
gcizure, in a clandealine manner, she was

placed within the carriage and conveyed to ! ::cdap':” younger daughter, made good their
camp, where, we are informed, she has since| |, E .

, _ . Upon their arrival here, as they halted a
remained —whe her nolens or volens has nm,few moments to admit the completion of some.

been made to appear. Ilegal preliminaries, it having been understood

}Pvang. hadl nucl'l signal success in her ne- ~wlio they were,theybecame the objects of many
faricus operation in the instance above re-

referred to, this woman-stealer, if not in the i:::I;T:ifa:;::?;;trif::::l;:{ a;:-:::
less, desperale ana rascally-looking sca:pa
that had disgraced our sireets for many a day.
No violence or insult, boxever, was even
meditated—the most aggrieved by their erimi-
nal acte d siring only that justice should take
its course, the supremacy of law be vinaicaled
,and the people secured in the ri hts and
privilezes awarded them by constitutional
and slatulory guarantees,

Prosecutinz Altorney Miner went up “in
advance to Camp.Douglas and, npon the arrl-
‘val ot the prisoners, they were gelivered over
able for sacrifice at the shrine of bestiality, inte the custddy of the officer of ihe day, and

(or shall we rather use {be term Christianity? Were meediat‘e'y Flﬂ'“dni; _u“ suardﬁhn?e-t
for far be it from us to charge the brute crea-| That Gen. Conner,as litary commaundan

tion with praetices well known to be not only of this district, or any of his.subordinate ofli-
winked at, but approved under the fiat of cers, werein the remotest degree r.ngniznnf: of
vaunted Christian civilization) the splendid the eonlemplated raid by souwme of tis soldiers

carriage and equipage—tle same used so WpoD peaceable, Inw-ah'h-lil_i: r.iti.r.enu,;we do.
successfully before, it may be premised—wae NOt believe. That,in his military surveillance

again at her service. In this foray she was ,in the promises, he will do all In bis power tc
attended by a gang of eight or ten mounted mete out deaerved recompense to the offend: 15,
ruffians, partially disguised in citizens” dress, we bave no doubi—which, it done, we ghall
all armed with revolvers, who closely followed take unfeigued pleasure in annouucing to the,
the vehicle, dreye by another ruffian, comvey- public without unuccessary delay.

don revelry, at least in the dark abyss of her
own depravily, concocted the damning plot
which now, even.as we write, in the highest
degree exci‘es our detestation and indigna-
tion and uller abhorrence of the vile creature
whose baseness and moral prostratiou could
lead her to attempt the perpetration of a
crime most horridly outrageous and devilish.
Nor do we legs abhor the miserable wretches,
who became her willing accomplices In the

deed. ?
There being another victim deemed avail-



