
anulAPRIL 29 1863 THE DESERET NEWS
MONOGAMY AND POLYGAMY

fhe following communication containing
bometomeaniie considerable amount of sound sense
which appeared in a rec nt number of the
commonwealcommonwealthah denyerdenver clyci y C T was writ-
ten not for publication in that territory as
theauthor informs the public but to be sent

Ataa friend in washington city by some
Istake on the part of an individual intrusted

withf with itUs8 transmission it was left in the officeco r 1

ot the CommonConiOcommonwealthTonu the editor supposing
that it was intended for that journal pub
dishedfished it much to the surprise of the writer

I1 who was not wellweli pleased with is appearance
botnot because he was unaiunwilingling to face the
bausic and defend the statements therein

11t made but because it was hurriedly and care
besly written and not intended for the benefit
of the people of colorado to whom it waswaa
I1inapplicablehapp

i licabiecable As will be seen from its per-
i josaibalbaital the writer iaIs tolerably well versed in

P alawayfhistory biblical especially fully as much eoso
alvilaW as the executive of utah whom he gives a

few home thrusts which may be deemed per
soda as they imply the absence of know

t p ledgeleage as well as verity the appearance of
6 the article in the NEWS will not of courcoursersebebe

colasiconsidereddered a full indorsementendorsementindor of iliiiiillall the senti-
mentsA therein expressed they are however
lathe mainmaln very correct but the diction is
BOmehomesomewhatwhat objectionable in a few instances i

stairI1
WHAT SHALL BE doneDOKE IT

this isii a question for statesmen havenehave we
got any statesmen if we have why have

itleythey not prevented the present evisavis why
do men in high places go on complicating and
L evils laIs ittt ntnit enough that we
have a war about the negro and are threat
entelened with a foreign war that we must have a

j furtherfarther complication by hasty and illy advised
legislation about an obscure territory 10lo
bated in the heart of a de range of
mountains these are pertinent questions
brought out in part by the reading of the

of goernerGoernor hardinghard ing as publishedbybk authority not only are thebethese questions
erolemolevolvedved but I1 1

shall presume to offer an opin-
ion on thisthia particular bone of contention
before saying my say it is18 necessary for aymy
own vindication against the blindness and
blbigotryotry cf the world to assert that the writerijIs ninhininnocentorent of any sjbj apathy with polygamy
that behe believes in the dudualduil1 l relation mhd t the
duties and obligations of the family circle arearc
teachings of nature and absolute necessities

r which cannot be omitted withoutA the grossest
wronwrongsgs to the innocent and helpless I1

I1 shall not argue the respective merits of
the antagonistic social system with these I1
havelave nothing to do we have no right to con-
template themythem except in the light of their

1 political relations rights influences etc
it iais very plain that the great barrier to

the admission of utahmah iais the plurality of
wives this the governor decicecieciacl irestres behe will
not discuss biblically and yet he concedes I1

i the toleration of the practice by the oidodtestament but that under the new it must
cease and ahn falsifies the facts of history I1

by statinstating that it prevailed to a limited eex
tentatent arlienwhen he luewknew and everyeiery wellweil reareadad
man knows that it was and continues to be
the universal custom of all eastern natst onstt outside the pale of modern christianity thegovernor then asserts as a fundamental pro j

I1positionobitpositionionlon that non community can happily
exist with an institution0n sogo importimportantatit as
marriage wanting in all those qualities that
make it homogeneous with institutions and
laws of neighboring civilizedcivili nedsed communitiesbainghavinghaing the same object 21 the subsequent
tatlatrationallonalional0 al processes of the governor should
teach him and all others that the lessles weire
meddle with thit peculiar arrangement by
lawlav or force and the more we leave it to that
inevitable law and destiny which awaits
special and universal conditions andarid relations
autantagonisticagonistic to majorities the
sooner we shall be rid of their discords

bat congles was out of employment and
must needs stir up more strife and hence a
lavlaw to test the legality and constitutionality
of the social system of an obscure mountain
bound territory next in the grammepro is
the of action on their application
cotely for the purpose of testing their uncon-
stitutional legislation on the subject otof marjmar- j

elage after the passage of an eLenablingabling act
andacx the formatiformationcn of a constitution in accor
dance therewith and sending their delegate
to0 o washington the omission of action was not
onlycoly a slight but an outrageous t the
object of which is too apparent to be mistaken
and aallati the sophistry otof gov harding cannot
conceal it iliahis recommendation otof canouacensus
taking was adding insult to injury

that congress has any abstractabatract constitu-
tional right to legislate on the subject of
inetri diony I1 most emphatically deltydeny it
calfcalican only be attempted on a far and
implied ininferenceferInce and that inference iais not as
clear as the right to leilellegislateblateslate on the admission
of slave states our lathers lever bontem 1

i plated equality in political power between
orthoreb and falth they never expected to

a new slaveelave state knocking at the door 1

for admissionadmission they supsupposedased the abollion of
tletheth trade would cut off methe supply and slavery I1

would die out and hence new states might
lehe added provided their form wsvas republicanican 1

ilat newilen territory and nernevney siaveclave states hayehave

F

been added the prevailing custom was the
dual syisylsystemtern in social life anilantl the modern in-
terpretationterp of the new testament the rule
of society on that subject hence the pre
bunsun eption that abere would be no digression
and hence the omission of any constitutional
provision pro or con again it should be re-
membered i hat the universal practice has been
to leave to the states the enactment iff penal
laws for the violation of thehe dual system
this is a novel case and should be handledbandied
diacrediscreetlyaly jfif the territorial legislature of
utah has failed to enact their plura liy inift
form the constitution fails to concondemndemit or
forbid it and the question is not only open
but it is complex

it must also be conceded that though
Inmarriagearriage with us is a civil act which the mag- i

istrate binds and releases it iais also a
religious act instituted according to the pop
ular raithfaith in the Ggudenudenaden of paradise for mans 1

especial benefit tcandtandand god saw that it wawas8
not good for man to be alone it is there-
fore plain that our practice aa wellwill as the
legal sanction of our statutes are the results
atourof our popular theologytheo logy in proof of this I1
only cite to the fact that thousands of our
people refuse to be married by the civilelvil mag-
istrate espee alleif hebe belongs rimnot to the
household of faith originally in its sour-
ces the marriage system was wholly divine
and has been made civil by modern innova-
tion they thehe cormonsmormonsMormons adopt thetha ancient
idea make it excursivelyexcusive ly religiousiouiloui bind their
consciences OR earth and determine their
destiny the destiny of the way-
ward hesitating and resisting sisters who re
fuse to be sealedpealed and aid in their divine
mission and duty of multiplying and replen-
ishing in eternity they claim the bible
and so do we they claim jo smith aaas an
inspired teacher while a very large part of
our civilization claim that god calls and sets
men apart specially to the work of the minis-
try expounding the word and saving boulbsoula i
1intheI 0 the reasoning mind the diTerencedifference is not
great

additionally to all this chev confirm their
doctrines by miraclesfe they claim with much
show of consistency ttheh e ancient gifts they
have prophecy tongues interpretation of
tongues and what iais more paip anleanie the heal-
ing of the sick by laying on of handsbands whilehilehiiebile
we ignore all sucheuco evidences and confine them
to the early and dark agesagee of christianity

now then seeing that both systems are
born of0 religious element in man that all
nations not accepting modern christianity
and notcot ciaclaclaiminaclaimingimia divinity for their sanction
not only adopt that which is most convenient
but the vely opposite oiof our practice would
it not be well to pause and consider who has
the best authority who has the clearest
sanction of the common authority for this
very purpose I1 now write I1 would like to
geeeee justice done I1 would like to see states-
men pause and tremble before they torceforce on
us and the world another war involving not
a merely moral or political antagonism but a
fighte which essentially involves a religious
ccontroversy for after all the popular preju-
dices in the states on this subject are the
products of heirtheir theology

now then I1 affirm that the mormonscormons have
the advantage of us

it was universally practiced in the
early ages of the world 1 I meanwean histori-
cally

ad it was taught permitted and practiced
by the jews in its most odious form wives
and concubines as the special and chosen I1

people of god
ad thetoe oldod testament in no case condemnscond emna

it
fth polpolygamygamy was the common practicece at

the time of christs advent and subsequently
during the period

eth the newkew testament no whereaher presents
an emphatic denunciation of the practice it11

11

simply contents itself with jeneral descardescrip-
tions

p
otof the relation defines their duties and

requires the bishops and adersE ders to be the
husband of meone wife thus permitting by a
fair legitimate inference the laity lo10 adopt the
common practice without ofofrencefence just as the
M E church tolerated the budig and sell-
ing of men women and dbchildrenildrenlidren by the laity
and denied that privilege to the bishops

I1 do not propose to argue this series of as-
sertionssertions all but the last irefre known to school-
boys and the last would be known it com-
mon sense and reason prevailed instead of ig-
norance superstition bigotry and general
intolerance of difference of ovopinion modern
civilization has adopt edthe dual system and
theologians construe the new testament to
harmonize with their views I1 unhesitatingly
affirm that no man can put a legitimate conrcon-
structionstBt upon the new testament and clear-
ly condemn the of joe smith

it is proper to call public attention to an-
other fact we are compelled to tolerate the
polygamy of all the indian tribes nearly in the
country are notalot the wiseacreswiseacres alarmed at
this innovation thibthis incongruity this bar

and yet there would be about as
much reason in a crusade against0 the sioux
the Arapahoes etc as against the poor de-
luded Mormormonmorgmore

with allalialtheirtheirthein quisachs they have their uses
they have peopled the desert they havebave made
the wilderness to blossom aial the rose they
havobavo sustained life in the ffastnessesalstnfasteasescases of the
rocky al in the face ctof perpetual
snow5 like our pilgrim fathers thetheyy fled
from civil ad reiugio isa intolerance from
ohioOhi otheythey fled to missouri thence to illinois
thence to salt lake ileyibeythey have energy zeal
faith they are a brave people theythe areaare a
feebiefeeble ftappeppeope it Isto an impossibility that they
caocan hartabaria caus itkt is to us a wattermatter of no con

gehusequenceence whether they are admitted as a
statee or not

so long as they do not invade us so long as
they leave undisturbed our great lines of
travel we should at least to en-
joy unmolested their peculiar views and let
those uniting their destiny with them endure
the consequences of their indiscretion I1 say
let hemthem alone if you want to increase their
faith and zeal and make converts persecuteerse cute
them make martyrs of a few bingbrin them
to the faggot and stake let a few of them
die amid the flames testifying as they would 2their unshaken faith and you will only in-
crease their numbers if the boasted civili-
zation of the century and of
people is not sufficient to tolerate and quietly
eradicate this social heresy without violence
then this heresy ought to survive and itsita opp
position ought to periperlperishslisil i

this great nation should remember that
though the cormonsmormons have erroneouserron eoin ideas
and bad practices their persecutions have
been of the nature of mob violence and in
many cases unjustlyu 11aus aly severe and brutal the in-
nocent havehav bufferedreg with the guilty that
they should feel soured is but jiarianaturaltural that
they should retaliate in the same spirit and
with the same reckless disregard of inno-
cence or guilt is also natural this is a part
of their religion and the sword may compel
oedobediencelence but it seldom wins affection leni-
ty

1

conciliation tolerationtioution mild measuremeasures
should be used deny them admission if you
like but practice rioiio fraud no deception
tell them squarely what you mean and in the
end you may succeed but any attempt to
legislate away a mans faith in his prophet or
god is folly is madness

I1 have thus written because evil counsels
prevail I1 have no sympathy with mormon
ideas or customs but I1 deprecate the waste of
treasure and blood when ninr good can comecosne of
the waste JOHNjonn B worra 1

A BOLD ATTEMPT AT kidnapping
OnIonOlonday morning last a moat dastardly

villainous and highhandedhigh handed attempt to kidnap
a young woman was perpetrated at bountiful
about ten milesmilea north of0 this city by a bandit
of soldiers from camp douglas

the factofacts as we have learned them from
sources of unquestioned reliability are as
follows

A woman named mcmullen whoho with her
taotwotwo daughters and husband a stepfather to
the girlsg iriairis arrived in this city last fall some-
time since with her husband chose to take up
quarters with the troops on the bench millmili-
tary camp life beinbeing no doubt more in ac-
cordancecordance with their felinesfeelings and inclinations
than the less ostentatious peace promoteg
routine of civil life in great salt lakelike city
her two daughters children by another and
former husband not especially relishingt the
high flavored ingredients of life amonamong sol-
diery preferred to remain among their friends
in this city theth e older girl named agnes
lowry was about twenty years otof age the
younger0 one about fiZfifteenteen

some time after becoming acclimated to the
surroundings of camp douDoydouglasglas the woman
having procured a carriage and horses for the
purpose was doubtless effected with J

out much trouble or expense and proceeding
1

to the house of mr john pack in the
ward induced the unwitting younyoungerger girl to
accompany harbar to thathe sidewalk near where
ttheh e carricarrlcarriageaet was in waiting when by forcible
stseizurefzure iain a clandestinecUndebinedeaIne manner she was
placed bithia the carriage and conveyed to
camp where we araare informed she has since
remained her bolens or volensboens has not
been mado to appear

laving hadbad such signal success icher ncne
farious operation in the instance above re
referred to this woman stealer if not in the
dark concconeconclavesaves of midnight 0 gies and aban
don revelry at least iain the dark abyss of her
own depravity concocted the damning plot
which now devenasevenar we write in the highest
degree excites our detestation andald indigena
tion and utter abhorrence of the vile creature
whose basenessba and moral prostration could
lead her to attempt the perpetration of a
crimcrims most horridly outrageous and devilish
nor do we less abhor the miserable wretches i

who became her willing0 accomplicesaccomplicea in ththetthat
dedeedaedeed I1

S

there beirabeing another victim deemed avaayaavailil
able for sacrifice at the shrine of bestiality
or shall we rather use the term christianity

for far be it from uaus to charge the brute crea-
tion with practices well known to be not only
winked at but approved under the fiat of
vaunted christianchristiab civilization the splendid
carriagen and equipage tlethetle same used sogo

successfully before it may be premipremierpre gedled wabwae
again at her service in this foray eheebe waswaa
attended by a gang of eight or ten mounted
ruffians partially disguised in citizens dreasdregs

all armed with closely followed
the vehiclereh ciecle drar byy another ruffian cccouteyconvey

ing the monster mother and tbthe daughter biret
I1

abducted who had now herself through0 thathe
wily artifices of her inhuman mother been
trained to become a procuress also

1 arrived at the residence of mr ward pack
in bountiful where missaliss agnes had been liv-
ing for some time this feminine demon suc-
ceeded in obtaining an interview with her
daughter at the gate the carriage and kid-
napping posse being at a little distance and
hidden by an intervening boubebouse mr pack
had not noticed them they were in full
view however to mr george 1D grant liv-
ing just opposite who suspecting somabomas

treacherous proceeding was on foot went im-
mediatelymed lately to mr pack and informed him of
the characters who were in waiting near hiahla
I1louseouse seeing that a premature discovery
was I1 kely to take place the old hagbag seized
fast hold of the daughter and called loudly
and vehemently forfor immediate aid upon which
herlerier accomplices with the carriacarriagege moved
promptly to the gateway th e solbolsoldiersdienadiera
hastily dismounted drew their revolvers and
cocked them preparatory for death dealing
work mr grantgradt however bad succeeded
inn releasing the young woman from the grasp
of her unnatural mother before the troops
couldcouls interpose

the scene that ensued lais is said totp havhave
beenyeen highly illustrative of refine-
ment and civilization epithets and anaboanabe
masmaa were freely belched forth and the mor-
mon people in general were stigmatized as
beingabing everything in the world but quiet de

1

1 cent and law abiding cocked pistols were
presented to the breast and head of mr pack
to enforce the demand for entrance into the

I1
house and for the aurpursurrenderrender of the young wo-
man but he bravely and gallantly against
buchsuch odds maintained his post to prevent
elleritranceentrance at thathethetha door also displaying his rais

in proof of hiahla ability to cope withwita
ithemthem in civilicivilizedzedy warfare if they abose to
inaugurate it thisthia the villains did not how-
ever deem advisable and well for them they
were thusthug discretionate

but a very short time elapsed ere the citi-
zens hadbad gathered in considerable numbers
ard upon being made fully acquainted with
the object of the rascals could with difficulty
be restrained from immolatingimmolating the whole of
them as an to all future desecrater
of the sanctity and peace of our homes and
fires iJes wiser counsels hoyhothoweverever pprevailedrevTev ailed
and upon application a writ giaiva issued by
justice ca 1 upon which six of the offenders
were arrested and taken to the house of mr
periperl rine sessions for safe keepingel till yester-
day morningmoraine when they were brought to thisthia
city under a guard 0 1 eight eenmennen ana theace
conveyed to camp douglas to be delivered
over into the landhandhandsetol01 the military authorities
that they maynay be dealt withwilh as prescribeded by
recent act of congress As may havelaaee been
already inferred from the statement above
made as to the number arrested it is proper
here to state that before the arrests could be

i effected some three of the panggang together
i
i with their infuriated and disconcerted leader
i and her younger daughter made good their
escape

upon their arrival here as they halielballed a2
fewfew moments to admit the completion Rf gomesome
I1 legal preliminaries it having been understood
who they the objects of many
searching glances it being genegendgenerallyrilly admit-
ted that as a whole they were the costost grace-
less desperate ahrana rascally looking scalpsscamps
that bahadd diArraced ouroar streetsetseta for many a day
no violence or insult hohoweverhoA veverever waswaa eveaeven
meditated thetho most aggrieved by their crimi-
nal acts d siringairing only that justice should taketaka
its course the supremacy of law be vindicated
and the people secured in the rights and
privilegesleleslelet awarded them byeby constitutional
andanil statutory guarantee

prosecuting alcorneAltorne minerallner went up in
advance to carp douglasm and upon the arri-
val otof the prisoners they were delivered over

intinteintoethethe custody of the officer of theille day and
werle immediimmediatelyatey placed in thatheth guardhouseguard hoesehouse

that gen conner as military
dof this district or any 0cf his subordinate off-

icers

rl

were in the remotest degree cogcognizantcognizenizalizant of

the contemplated raid by some of tUsis soldiers
upon law abam citizencitizens we do

not believe That irninnlri hiahla military surveillance

in the p behe will do40 all in hisbisbi 1 ower to
metemeta outoat deadeservedervel recompense to the ro

wwee have no dub which if done we shall
take unfeigned peature in andow cirlcill to ttha

1

d

public wipwitwithout unnecessary delly


