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cconstitutionalityuhluilu fiIY OF WIVES ITS

thehe fathers of our countrycountrvinin framing
the declaration of independence and
the constitution were inspired with
breadth of thought and liberality of
yiewviewe foto an unparalleled extent they
did not confine their action alone to the
inhabitants of the thithirteeniteen States which
formed the infant republic and to their
own time but designed its influence
should extend to unborn ages and peo-
ple of every nationality and clime who
Mmightight come to partake of the blessings
of freedom herohere offered to them in no
instruments ever framed are the inalien-
able rights of men more definitely sta-
ted and provided for the declaration
avers as a self evident truth that life
liberty and the pulpursuitsultsuit of happiness
are the unalienable rights of all men
and the constitution secures their pos-
session to all who place themselves un-
der the shelter of its broad provisions
in the language of an intelligent oppo-
nent of plurality of wives our civil
and political institutions admit juda

ism and all other iamsisms 11 hence thathe
weary and tyrant cursed of other lands
could here look for a refuge of liberty
whether fleeing from the despotismsdespotisms ofeurope or tho emmeteeffete governments ocasia
whether claiming to worship the true
god or bringing with them their self

L made deities and pantheistic idols theble
can enact his religious mum

IMemenesfilesflies which are sacred to him in the
metropolis of the golden Sstatetate and
though his neighbors may ridicule him

faith the constitution protects
him in his worship however repugnant
it may beobe to more enlightened minds

inrii wethe very teeth of common sense
and reason mormonism has been
ineikedeclaredlared to be no religion bvby some of
its pretensions but bigoted and ignorant
exieexleenemiesmies religion is a system of faitharidanid worshiplp and whether the world
look upon mormonism as true or

ifalrfalsealeesc we have calmly rationally and1 whole adopted it believing
that in it and it only can we obtain

aecelestial salvation
in that religion the principle of pre

sent and continued revelation occupies
the first position As chilchiichildrendreudren of god

the same right to expect and
receive revelation from him that any

I1 corhon of his children ever had inl 14 pi any
1ageagorngoror dispensation if we accept andabide tha conditions which secure thatblessing to mankind wowe have re-
ceived andand continuecontin ue to receive revela-tions guiding us in matters pertaining
itoto our present and eternal welfare andoneoile of these revelations enjoins upon
us the doctrine of plurality of wives
chis was not given as a permission be

certain circumstances existing
taato fihefahetl the time it was received but it came

as aa command under divine regula-
tions

rdguhl
i

which cannot bobe trifled withw tb nor
treatedreaad as a thing of no momentwe do not look upon a partapart of the
commandments of god as imperative
and essential to salvation and anotherpart as nonessentialnon essential we receiveeveryeieryeverythingthing from that divine source
which comes to us as a commandocommand as
imperative andind essential necessary
to be observed by uaus that we may obtainpaipalsalvation

the doctrine of pluralityallty of wives
which we have foundpound sanctioned anaand
commanded in the bibla and sustained
by it comes to us as a command in thedie
revelationBe published at the commence-
ment of this series of articles that
Be aelon says for all those who
have this law revealed unto them must4
obey the same for behold I1 reveal unto
you a new and everlasting covenant
and if ye abide not that covenant then
are ye damned while we will not stop
to discuss the incorrect meaning gener
ally received as conveyed in the word

damned what we have quoted is
enough to prove that the command there
given is binding upon us and that we
cannot cast ifit aside without abjuring
our entire faith

when the subject is examined in ccon-
nection

on
with the civil polity of our

country and the extent to which the
constitution shields or repudiates it
the question is not Is that revelation
true but have the people adopted it
as a part of their religion Vy

with the truth or falsity of any
persons religious belief the framerstrainers of
the conaticonstitutionloution wisely refused to inter-
fere the section which covers the
ground distinctly says that congress
shall make no law respecting an estab-
lishmentlishment of religion or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof

this was demanded by the admittedly
self evident truth that life liberty and
the pursuit of happiness are the un-
alienable rights of all men let thetile
point be once conceded that any man or
number of men have the right to dictate
to their fellows what they must believe
and reject asas religious feithfaith and the
very foundation of our constitutional
rights is swept away for no tyranny
has been so intolerant as spiritual
tyranny no persecutionseions have been so
barbarous mg religious persecutions no
wars have been so devoid of everything
human and so fiendishly cruel as those
waged in the sacred name of religion

in congress there are most likely
infidels who regard the bible as a
fable shall they have the right to
impugn the bibiebible believer for his naithfaithfaltfait I1

there may be jews in it thethere issatat
least one in theBritishparliament arearo

who look upon the savior as an
imposterimpostor to claim the power of legisla-
ting for the christian as to what he must
believe Is it not glaringly evident totd
what this would lead the rigid bom-
an

rom-
an catholic would if possible compel
all to be of the samebame faithfalth as himself
he looks theupon protestant as a
heretic who will pass from earth to hell
denied even the probationary pains of
purgatory with bissinbliss in a prospective
future the intolerant protestant
would sweep roman catholicismcath from
thathai nation buthutettliethe constitutionution does
not give eitheroither or any of them the
authority to act out their narrow bigot-
ed views and desires doesdocs it authorize
them tviff unite and say what the mor-
mon shall believe so long as hebe re-
spects the rights and liberties of his
fellow citizens no most emphatically
no it does not that instrument pro-
tects us in stabling a horse in our
parlor and worshippingworshipping it every day as
ourounburgodgod ilidio feilso disposed and wise-
ly so protects us for the faith of the most
ignorant savage that prostratesprostratedprostrates himself
before a sack or a stone may be as dear
to him as that of the most enlightened
philosopher on the earth who adopts a
creed that will exalt and ennoble himyo man can be the censorccnsor of his fellow
mans faith that the creator of man is
alone qualified tpt9 be

these views are partly admitted by
our enemies even when treating upon
our doctrines and faithfilth the strongest
points which they try to malearemakearekeire thatplurality of wives is not an essentialpoint in our faith and that many ofour people do not believebellee in the doc-
trine iiiin seeking to maintain thesepoints they concede all that we can

claim in a
with regardto the doctrine thoughtho1 chwewe
are inclined

i
foto think that they do so un-

wittinglywittiangly they tacitly aandnd many of
the more intelligent definitely admit
that if it is an essential part of our fifthfaith
it cannot be interfered with constitu-
tionallytionally and that if the mormonsMormons asad
a people do believe it the doctrine is
not foiceforcedduponupon them but is13 under-
standinglystan accepted by them and em-
braced in theirtheli religion this latter
would force the bamesame conclusion as the
former that constitutionally their right
to practice that part of their religious
faith could not be interfered with wowe
have advanced sufficient toito show that
it is an essential part of our religion in
asmuth as it is a command from god
to us with regardr to the bulk of tilethe
people rejecting an essentiality of their
faith we can simply say the supposition
iais absurd all religious organizations
claim and exercise the prerogative of
expelling members who refuse to sub-
scribe to any or all of their articles of
belief which is universally
conceded asaasaga a right and this preroga-
tive is claimed and exercised by the
church of jesus christ of latter day
saints proceeding on the principle that
a man may be entitled to all his rights
as a citizen who yetgetmaymay not be deemed
worthy of communion in a particular
church organization it is not likely
then that rejection of and disbelief in a
command of god would not bobe followed
by a loss of membership the latter
day saints as a people do most sincerely
and honestly believe the doctrine of
plurality of wives recognizing in it a
divine injunction and a means of rais-
ing the physical and mental status of
the human race when practiced in
righteousness it

it is argued that by the same reason-
ing murder1 theft and otherotiler crimes j

might be adadoptedopted as part of a religious
faitfaltfaithanafaithhandand claim constitutional protec-
tion on similar grounds this is a
Blisilshallowallow sophistry and betrays a great
lack of thought and ordinary sense
the actions resultingresulresultingting frofromm such hypo-
theticalthetlea1 fanaithfaith1 th wwouldouid directly interfere
with the rightsghisri

1 of others and if ad-
mitted would render nugatory the con

provisions which secure to
all life liberty and the pursuit of
happiness thethoathenianman who would em-
brace murder theftthelt and similar crimes
in his faithfalth would seek to claim as his
right that which would rob his fellowfollow
citizencitizensns of their rights the right tto0
live the right to16 possess their own
property the right to claim every bless-
ing which would not infringe upon the
privileges and rights of others wowearere j

looking at this simply in a social and i

civil point of view apart from morality
plurality of wives does none of these
things it deprives no man ofof hisjils
rights it robs no woman of her liberty
she is a free agent in refusing or choos-
ing hohe is a free agent in accepting or
declining menbleu and women are notlot
compelled to be 11 mormonscormonsMormons they are
not compelled to practice plurality of
wives they are free agents and in
matters of religious faith they are res-
ponsibleponsible to god but for murder and
theft to claim immunity becausebec use of an
assumed religiousness would be to set
fundamental truths of the declaration
in opposition to the constitution and
claim for one party under that instru-
mentmenttiethe right corobto rob others of its ppro-
tection

r0
tec tion in a religious and moral point
of view god has emphatically stamped
these offences as crimes by his own
voice plurality of wives he has sanc-
tioned and approved

are our enemies aware that in pursu-
ing the course they have entered upon
against us and our religion they seek
not only to violate the constitution but
to trample upon thetho declaration which
preceded it they would prohibit the
free exercise of our religion and they
would rob us of that Inalleinalienablenabie right

tiietileithe 1 9purspit oli a 1
esqsrnarnirrliril acordaccof rd

ananceaneece with obrownour own honest views not
only in time but forabr eternity further-
more inin our failing to accede to their
unjust and unconstitutional demands
they would proscribe us and rob us of

liberty and linelife itself theythes strike
at tilthe roots of all that as american
citizens we have the right to derdemandnand
and enjoy they would continue to tax
us antaniand deny us the righttight of representa-
tion they would robiob uss of allau our hopes
of heaven andund future happiness they
would take from us all that makes life
endurable to man anit finish the work

i of
I1
spoliationPoliaollafoliationtion by robbingbobbing0 us of eveva

1

allalj the
miserable existence thus left to usius per-
haps shouting to our departing spirits
the cold blooded language of the coward
hearted politician martin van buren

gentlemen your cause is juav 1 but I1
cncan do nothing for you

if we have exaggerated their 0evil de-
sires and designs thoiho blame does not
rest with us ththee languaylanguage0 in alchwhich
they speak bleir intentions s16pen to a
much more severe consconstructiontruption than we
have placed upon it ButtEe end ignot
yet A

THE CAUSE AND tre
the present aspect of inlii the

capital of the nation andand in tilallthee hallshailsliallailslis of
congress is anything but
it docsdoes not augur a speedy return to thethe
full blessings of peace and fraternal
ununionionlon no true ppatriot11triotariot eancan look upon

I1it unmoved nor help feeling that it
threatens impending evils the appa-
rent amalgamation of parties which
existed during the progress of the late
rebellion by which the power of the
nation was put forth to crushcrash thehe public
enemies of the nations greatness and
entirety has now that that object has
been accomplished been dissolved and
party spirit with sectional objects in
view reignst supreme among the repre-
sentativessentativestives of the people the same
causes which produced the teitoiterrible
effort to shakeshahe in pieces the republic
still exist and are at work withkith fearful
potenpotencycy we say the same causes for
though slavery is named as the cause of
the rebellion it aswellis wellweil known thatthab not
until manymanyUbloody battlebattiebattlefieldsfields lindhad been
covered with the slaughtered victims of
war was the extinction of slavery pro
posed by ththoseoseoso who presided in the
capicicouncilslihsih of the nation

the history of our countrycountry
i

inii a lifetime events and results which
neailynearly all other great nationalities have
taken centuries to produce antworkananddworkwork f

out the foundation of natinationalcinal gregreatt
ness and the rapidrapid growth ofdf the re-
public to a finstfirst position among the
powers of the age have been within the
personal and actual observation of livinglivin V

men but in no country in the worlddivorld
and in no aagego of time of which histori-
cal records are preserved has there been
such manifest and rapid progress both
for good and evilevier the energyebergry in-
dustry virtue and pure patriotism of
eurour fathers laid the foundation 0of our
national greatness the liberal govern-
ment and constitution which theythe gave
to the country invited tifethe nativeses of
other lands

i
to come and settle here to

open up andand develop the almost inex-
haustiblehaustible resources which were within
the territerritorialterritorytorial bounds of the republic
and to ajoy the blessings orliberty and
freedom the natural increase ofpopu-
lation was immensely swelled by immi-
gration commerce nourishedflourished with un
equalledequalled rapidity and the transition
aiomfrom almost primitive industry econo-
my

I1

and virtue to fabulous wealth with
the extravagance and corruptionscorruptions which
so often accompany it was compara-
tively but the work of a day then
liberty began to degenerate into license
men banded themselves together as
mobsand set wholesome and constitu-
tional1 l laws at defiancedelikucence patriotism
yielded to artypartyp the love of country to
the love of place and power the public


