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TRUTH AND LIBERTY.

e ———
THE WAY OF THE WORLD.

Tae Washington Capital, discours-
ing on the unsavory Conkling-
Sprague scandal, thus touches on
the condition of modern society:

“‘In our advanced stage of civili-
zation soclety takes less and less
note of the scandals valgarly called
‘women scrapes.” The iactis they.
have come to be 8o common they
have lost the piquaney that novel
ty gave them, and while through
_all time men have escaped the con-
sequences of discevery, we' have
reached a point where the poor
woman, if possessed of intellect and
any force of characier, can €Djoy
the same immunity. Time was
when the. fascinating novels of
George Bands were denounced, not

that they were immoral—for they |

are not—but for that the great ge.
nius had ehildren without hus-
bands.
who broke through matrimonial

| territory or other
But to-day George Eliot, |

entaonglemwents, has her brilliant
works io the library of every well-
regulated family; and Bara Bern-
hardt, who claims the right toee
Ject the fathers of her children, is
entertained in the palaces of royalty
iteelf in most chaste Eogland,””

The truth of the foregoing is too
plain for denial. And yetthesame
people who virtually sustain, or to
say the lezst wink al the unre-
strained indulgence of animal ap-
petites so long as it is surrounded
with the glamer of rank or genius,
roar and howl like wild beasts at
regulated and restricted plural
marriage, and while they make the
air ring with their plaudits of men
and women who get at defisnce the
rules fof society and the laws of
heaven, call for the dungeon and
the chain, or the swerd and the
rifle, to bind or destroy those who
in all sincerity of faith and purity
of intent, follow the marital ex-
ample of the holy men of old who

communed with Jehovah. Thisis
an eminently evil and adulterous

generation, but its most conspicu-
ous gsin is its consummate bypoce-

risy.
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THE “TIMES,” THE TERRITO-
RIES AND POLYGAMY,

IN another place we publish the
article on the circualar letter from

the London Z%Ymes, a portion of

which has been received by tele-
gram and has appeared in most of
the publicjournals in this country.
It will be seen that all the infor-
mation the Zimes had on which to
base its remarks was the same re-
port as the telegraph furnished to

American newspapers. The al-

leged circular has net yet made its
appearance.

There is not much in the remarks
of the T7imes which calls for com-

ment from us, The absurdity of | P®

such proceedings as are charged to

Secretary Evarta is clearly pointed
out, and the impossibility of carry-
ing inte effect the scheme proposed
is argued unansswerably. Buat there
are one or two sentences in the
Times article to which we direct
attention and about which we wish
tosay something:

“Each State in the Union has
supreme and exelusive coutrol over
its own marriage laws, and, though
the question could never practically
arise, it is at least open to debate
whether a law in an existing State
ganctioning polygamy within its
limits would not be econstitational-
ly valid.”

We think this question is above
debate. Congress derives its p
ers from the Constitution. ‘That
instrument confers upon that body
no authority in relation to mar-
riage, KEach State is the regulater
sf its own domestic and social af-
_ fairs, There is no uniform marriage
eystem established by general
Jawse.  If one State chooses to be
monogamic and another State
polygamic, there is nothing in the
statutes of the United States nor|

gpect of the Territories of the Fed-
eration,”

Just so. Congress has assumed
a great deal.In the first place it con-
ferred upon the Territory of Utah
power to enact its own laws, The
Organic Act, which has never been
repealed, endows the Liegislature of
Utah  with original authority
on all rightful subjects of legisla-
tion, naming only three exceptions
relating te the disposal of the "Boil
and improper taxation. Haviog
granted this charter, which is
the - conetitution of the Ter-
ritory, Congress = next assumes
to pass a law obnoxious to the peo-
ple of { the Territory, inimical to
their domestic interests,and inten-
tionally aimed agaipst a tenet of
their creed, an establishment or
institntion of their religion. This
assumption was founded upon a
violent distortion of a clause in the
Constitution, the plain meaning of
which is manifest in the context:

““The Congress shall have power
to dispnse of, and make all needful
rules and regulations respecting the
roperty belong-
ing to the United Btates,”’

If thisgives the Congresssupreme
power to make laws without the
congent of the pevple in an incip-
ient State, it _also gives that body
power to sell or **dispose’ of thoee
people as well as the land. It must
be plain to every fair mind that it
is ““property’’ not persons whi¥h is
here referred to, and the word ter-
ritory relates not to the anti-repub-
lican and serf-like anomaly called
a Territorial Government, but to
the =0il and other property owned
by and subject to the UnitedStates.
But suppo=ing Congress can legiti-
mately claim the right to make
the needful rules and regulations
for an organization unadmit-
ted into the Union, called
a Territory, that duty was
fulfilled in grantiog the charter
defining its powers, and bestowing
authority upen it to euact laws

| within a certain prescribed limit.

In making laws, then, con-
trary to the wishes of the
people in this Territory, Congiece
assumed to invade our vested rights
and arbitrarily, despotically and

| law,

the Sapreme law of the land to pre-
vent it. This 18 beyond coutroversy,
it is not an open guestion, But
gays the Times:

illegitimately perform something
that belonged to the legislative
body elected by the votes of the

people,

The United States are uuder con-

stitutional obligations to *‘‘guaran-
tee to every State in the Union a
republican form of government.”
If this is required im regard to
<tates over which the Government
has but limited econtrol, how much
more is it an obligation in reference
to a Territory over which it as-
sumes supreme conirol? Yet a
Territory is in a worse political con-
ditien than a province of a monar-
chy, and the system under which
it is governed is the very opposite
of a republican form. Without a
voice in the election of national
officers who appoint the chief local
officers,without a vote in Congress,
without the power tc make a law
that cannet be arbitrarily set
aside or superseded by au-
thority entirely irresponsibleto it,
a Territory is a perfectly subject de-
ndency,and its eitizens are a body
of pelitical serfs. It isa satrapy
ruled over by a pretended republi-
can, but really autocratic and des-
potic power. Well may the Times
say that ‘‘Congress assumes su-
preme power over the Territories,”
forit is without warrant in the
instrument from which Congress
derives it authority, and is con-
trary and vielently hostile to the
i:pirit of American republican-
m.

The Times says further:

“[f the feeling in the community
is sufllcintly strong to maintain
spiritual unions without demaud-
ing for their sanction any appeal
to the form or force of municipal
law, the unions could be maiatain-

ow- | €l witheut becoming obnoxious to

a law against polygamy, since none

of them would ciaim the character

of a Gentile marriage.”

This is the position that the
‘“‘Mormons’ ' have occupied througzh-
out the whole controversy, ‘Ne
have not claimed for our plural
marriages the sanction of human
1'be relation between a man
and his plural wife is eatablished
under direction of what all the par-
ties firmly believe to be a divine
law, Itisa matter of religion.
I'be ceremony ptrformed in their
union ia in the nature of a =aera-

to become validated by national or
local legislation, or recognition
from any legal regulation or fune-
tionary, It issimply and purely a
religious union, and in that sense,
as tne Times intimates, i3 not es-
gsentially obnoxious to a civil law
against polygamy. And for this
reascn we have all along contended
that it is a matter over which
Congress has no legitimate control,
being an establishment of religion
apd not of secular law, It does
not “claim the ¢haracter of a Gen-
tile marrisge” but is a feature of a
bigher, bolier and more enduring
union called celestial marrlage,
 There are other points in the
Times article worthy of gome atten-
tivn, but we must postpone cCOD-:
<ideration of them to another day.
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AN IMPORTANT OFPPOR-
' 1UEII!‘-

ON Mhndny,‘ﬂept. 8.h, an imp_nrt- -

ant Commission will arrive in this
city., It is composed of the follow-
ing well known gentlemen: Gen.
J. A. Williamson, commissioner of
the land office; Clarence King, di-
rector of the United States geologi-
cal survey; Major J. W. Powell;
Mr. T. A. Britton, a celebrated
Washington lawyer; Hon. Thomas
Donaldson, of Philadelphia, and
Captain C. E. Dutton, Hon. Geo,
E. Convergse, chairman of the
House committee on pablie lands,
isin compapny with the Commis-
sion. '

The object in view is an inquiry
into the operation of the land laws
in the West, The conditions baing
very different here to those in tn»
East, it is desirable that legislation
should be had adapted to the re-
quirements of the people and the

situaiion of affairs in the different
gections of the ceuntry, The Com-
wission will, therefore, having
.pent some time in Coulorado, visit
Uinab, take in Idaho, Montana aod
&IIZDIH!, aBU, Pr-ﬂ#ﬂﬂﬂiﬁﬂ t_n the
Pacific Uoast, pursue their investi-
gations @8s far as California and
Oregon. b _

It is important to the people of
this Territory that all the informa-
tion possible be placed within the
reach of the Commission, respect~
ing the difficulties attending the
acquisition of titles to agricultural,
mineral and timber lands. Itis
expected that a new law on the
public lands will be enacted atthe
pext sitting of Congress, in whigh
important changes will be made on
existing legislation, and this com-
mission, after close inquiry into the
matter in the various localities they
visit, will make such suggestions to
Congress as they consider ligely to
be conducive to the public interest,
T'he peculiar eondition of our tim-
ber lands and the oppressive nature
of the present laws and regulations
relating thereto should be plainly
presented to the commission. Also
the hardships attending the recla-
mation of the soil in this arid
region where land is
little value without irrigation.

At the last session of the Legis-

lative Assembly, a Memorial to
Congress was adopted asking foran
amendment to the land laws, so
that in places where irrigating
canals and ditches are construct-
ed, for the purpose of watering por-
tions of the public domain which
would be worthless without such
irrigation, the value of the labor on
such eanals be applied the same as
purchase money on pre-emptions
entered by the constructers of such
canals, subject to such rules in the
and office as may be necessary.
We bave not heard of any disposi-
tion of this Memorial, favorable or
unfavorable, and now suggest that
our friends in districts where such
a change in the law would be of
the greateat benefit, take the proper
steps to place the necessary infor-
mation in regard to this suvject be-
fore the Commission 88 soon as
poseible,

The new and coumbersome regu-
lations in regard to proving up, and
other obstructions in the way of
settlers on the public lands should
also be ventilated, and all who are
intereated in lana affairs ought to
make it their busiuess, while the
Commission remains in Utah, to
furnish facts and suggestious which
may prove of great beneflt to the
whole community,

of

outbreak has oceurred in Afghanis-
tan. The populace and the troops

have combined |
ainst the Ameer and the. British
mbassy has been attacked. There
is nothing im this revolt which
shows the hand of any outside

in the way of early extingtioy
solemn act and dtm-mhb'
of the church authorities and,.'
jo a rebellion|ple of Utah. g

We fully appreciate ﬂuh
feelings of the Herald and ﬁl
tentions of its talented- edlyy,

v sas NN

-
L

Power, but it will be strange if it is wards the people who have g
not attributed to Russian designs | this Territory. But we ask they
apd Muascoviteduplicity and treach«} o) coriousness, how $he Chum

ery ;
. Sufficient has not yel been dis-

closed concerning the outbreak to|can ¢
warrant apy conclusious as to its | tion as they request? I ghey
1843, Joseph Bmith receim
revelation
riage, ol
of the sacred records of our Chyy
pexation to the Indian Empire is aud the doctrines and ¢olgy
| but a question of time, diplomacy

and probable

extent conse-

-l quences, but occurrences of this

character will pave the way for
Great Britain ultimately to assume
contro] of Afghanistan, and its an-

and successinl resistance to the
schemes of the Czar,

THE RULING ON THE TAX
CASE.

sSutherland tax case,
the validity of the Revenue Law

collected by distraint.
tually a decision against the Asses-
sor. His Honor is clear ocn most of
the points in his deciglon, bun!
does not establish definitely
his ruling

law must be collected under the
provisions of the new, why does
not section 19, whkleh provides for
distraint, apply to these delinglient
taxes? The sevizure WwWas mace
December 3rd, and the Collector is
aot reguired to settle until Decem-

ber 31st Distraint is the metbhod | res

and December 31s§,
the Collector will have then
ap the fuil amount of the taxes,

net by seizure.

ther space at our command for com-

ment to-day.

WHAT SHALL THE “MORMON”
CHURCH DO?

WE recently noticed at somelength | !
an article in the Omaba Herald |lessthan the voice of God, i
whole bedy has the rightas
to recognize and undersias
cepted as the binding M
AM things in this Ci
be done by ‘‘common coms®
cording to revealed and &
Chureh covenants. The woit
Lord and the will of the pe&
both recognized n its gov
It combines the ¢
theocratic qualities.
despotism, It is
all body, but a perfect &}
parts of which must be ik
and neither the greatel
nor the lesser can say 1o
““We have no need of thes
We are of the opinien ¥
friends whe are anxious i
tinction of 18]
the Church, as a body, o
tion lookiig to such an @
will be greatly disapf
would be the very
and inconsisténcy
to take such a course.
hum=an .
gpeeially and intentionsiy”
against an integral part of &
gion, to en orce its own =
That is all there is of the I
far as human Jaw is CODCEIE
the Lord is able to Vinui
self and sustain his owD P&
poses; the resunit is inj&s

requesting the ‘Mormons” to put
polygamy in-abeyance. The Her-
ald, referring toour reply; bas the
following in its issue of Beptem-
ber 8rd: | -

¢The people of Utah know how
gincere and Kind, and how entirely

uninfluenced the  Omaha Herald
has always been by popular clamor
sgainst them in the past, aud we

are glad to perceive that the DEs.

ERET NEWS discusses our appeals

(0 them with a full appreciation of

our continued goed will towards

them.

There is ene point made by the
prompt and

NEws that ealls for
emphati¢c answer,which is strongly

put in the following:

it ¢ And we would like to ask the Herald
what men are txpected 10 dywho nave

married 1wo Or wmore wives by matuai

copseuty, nnder the sanciuon oi Church

covenants, which ail wbe pariies hold sa:

cred, who has 1iv.d with them {a love ard

is the fatber of the.r chi.dren, who retalns
their affec ion and esleem, and 18 held &s
the:r provider ama prot ctor. Shali he
put from him all but oue wile, brand the

others with a wile' name, and admit that

their children are basiards?’

"The answer is, ten thousand
times no, with a big N. The Omahs

Herald would have no poiygamist

in Utan who is the head of poly-

gamous families do any such tbhing. |'par
Nor is there any need of such cruei- | trol,

The
paper has been all

ty either upon theinnocent or con-
scientiously guilty. Let the Mor-
mon people renvunce all ‘fature
polygamous marriages by an open
and honest declaration, and there
are not a baker's dozen of decemt
people in America who would ask
that any such a brand as js men-

tioned by the NEWS should be put)g o
{H’jn. “ : il
‘ality of the law T Py

as an open legal que o
i‘: has m‘: decided by the P&

tribunal
therefore, it 18

out minds that the people of this!thi

apon the women and children, Let
it once be understood that Lhe
Mormon Church had solemnly
renounced plural marriage as a part
of its teaching and practice in Lhe
fature, aud there is not a doubt in

ments in which nave beea gu
Iy accepted by its membeisy,
vine,
publicly anmnounced to thej
and one of our leading A
wentto Washington aud p
ed them at the very seat of g
ment,

alter that the Cong
OuR readers will find in this issue, | ¢q States, incited by fanatic
the decision of Judge Hunter in the | urged on by adveniurers desiy
He pgustains | making capital out of di

that miE.t;t. 'miwi‘rnhh - jas
but rules that the uncollected taxes ::nir ;?lu“ r.ﬂ:ig:nn.t lall
assesged under the old law must be | there has

eollected under section 28 of the |tween the Governuéntigy
new law, and therefore cannot be iiMormons” on this
This is vir- | faith

bered; all the dispute on thisy
ter originated with the
We have been repes

on the recessfty of|Wwhat the
procedure under the 28th section about it. -

If taxes not collected under the old make As we haveshown

vious articles, this is an jing
affair, __
[day Saints a Jaw) Congress s
shall pot obey it, or ﬂlﬂ!‘
we ghall be punished with g
pains and penaities. It sl
Latter-day Salnt to act ogas
ponsibility and’ risk W e
of colleetion between October 31st | quences of respect or diss
he law of God, or subs
paid [ disregard to the Iaw of ms
If the Charch were

the uncollected amountis. bacome with the suggestion of tl
his own private property, and he ] and olher iriends whoy s &
must enforce collecilon by suit and [speak from expellent’

We have no fur-| would stulify Isell com)
[f the autborities of the Ch

were totake auy such stand s
friends suppose possisie, |
| enunpciations would in=al
ability
the people. - Ft is notthe
of ‘men, however expeneis
clothed with autbority, whitis
and govern this Cbureb: .

after which, ra]t

it, neither do
have advanced
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of the a
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