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ABOVE GROUP OF PICTURES WITH THEIR GREAT FACES AND VEINS OF COAL SHOW HOW FAR THE TRUTH WAS STRETCHED WHEN "THE :LAND, UNDER

OAL everywhare and not a pound

for sale. With a shortage oc-
curring  regularly every fall,
Utanh, Salt Take and the west is

greatly Interested in all affalrs pertain-
ing to fuel, Persons who have followed
these regular events closely for the past
few years, and especlally close during
the past few months, know that Utah
and Wyoming coal fields are almogt en-
tirely Iin the hands of the big railroad-
corl companies.

There i8 one great field not owned by
them, however. About one mlle east of
Helper the Independent Coal & Coke
company has ncquired 160 aeres of land
which 1g one mass of the precious black
stuff. Plctures showing the immense
veéins of coal are heruwlth reproduced.
It was this tract that agents of the
Utah Fuel company swore was agri-
cultural land.

The recent Interstate commerce com-
mission investigations showed just how
the, big fuel companies acquired big
arens of coal land at a lower price than
the government's $20 per acre. They
demonstrated clearly how the big, fuel
companies succeeded in evading the law
avhich prohibited & corporation from ac-
quiring more than 640 acres of coal land
Phe results of these investigations and
the ugly facts revealed are things of
history. :

BVADED THE LAW,

1t was much easier, the Utah Fuel
and other companies found, to file upon
Jand under homesteaders' rights, pay-
ing but a small fillng fee and rOM G
small amount to the "stoolpigeons,"
“dummles” employed to file upon land,
than to pay $20 an acre or 33,2p0 for
every quarter section, A “dummy ' filed
upon & certain piece of land, swearing
that he had examined it closely and
knew positively there was no mineral
indications upon it; in short, he swore
that §t was agricultural land. The land
office then granted him title to the
property and after sufficient time had
elapsed the dummy turned the posses-
efon of his property to those who had
pald him for swearing to false affda-
vits, For some amount, ranging from
$1 to $100, he had sald black was white,
sworn that land with coal outeropplings
all through it bore no mineral and was
in all respects nothing but agricultural
land. * '"Twas mine, ‘tis thelrs, and will
keep fuel from thousands,” mused the
willing locator as he pocketed his
sdqummy’’ fees. The coal companies se-
socured small girls as well as men and
women to file upon lands in this man-
ner,

SMALL GIRLS FILE.

Intersiate commerce commission in-
vestigations held in this city resulted in

startling disclosures. Girls, not out of
thelr “teens,” admiRted that they
gwore to papers they dld not read-

confessed they had been principals in
transactions they knew nothing about,
Whole familles filed upon land which
were promptly turned over to the coal
companies when clear title had been se-
eured from the govermuent. Fraod aft-
tor fraud was perpetrated and no effort
was made to bring them to an end. An

occasional sulg over title would b
started and In rare cases honest par«
tigs, desirous of acquiring an honest

title to conl lands, would win such suils,
BALT LAKERS WIN OUT,
The properties now owned by the
Independent Coal & Coke compuny and
gituated near Helper were taken up

originally by hirelings of the Utah Fuel

OVer

company, but a succdssful contest

titles was filed. W, ¢ Orem, C. N, Stre
vell, ex-Mayor Richard P, Mokris, and
other well known ‘Sait Lakera and

Utahus, with triends and husiness part-

ners, now form the Independent onl
& Coke company, which, if it can got
anything ke fair t tment from 1he
rallroadsg, promises (o furnish Salt Lake
fuel u reasonable price. In an In-
terview with n “Ney representative
some time ago, Mr. Strevell Ad the
land had ghown oever ign of being
conl land and with very lttle develop=~
ment hag shown wonderful vel of rich
coal; yot It was “agvicultu Iands (o
agents of the Utah Fuol company.
Ostriches wilth a stomach and taste
for lumps of coal might have found
the Holper and other districts excellent
grazing ground, bur Just what agent
of the coal company intended 1o rilss
on thelr “agricultural lands VLM
never explained, even durving an |
state comimeree commission iny 1
tion, In i terse resume of the conl
land fraud ftuntion with al !
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fafrs, William R. Tighton mentions
Col, P, 8, Sowers as one of the land
office agents who worked hard and
diligently in spite of ‘“‘transfers’” and
obstaclds placed In his way while at-
tempting to furnish his superiors with

information on the glgantic frauds,
This article appeared In the Boston
Bvening Transcript of last Saturday

and excerpts follow:

PART OF VAST FFRAUDS,

“The econl land frauds in Wyoming,
Colorado and Utah, recently forced
upon publie attention by the investiga-
tions of the interstate commerce com-
missjion, are grave enough In them-
selves; yet are but a fractlonal part
of the vast system of corruption and
dishonor which has prevalled for many
years in the administration of the pub-
lie land laws, with the connivance and
active aid of the general land office,
There is nothing in the clrcumstances
attending these coal land stealings
that distinguishes them in principle
from the plundering of the agricultur-
al and grazing lands, the timber lands
and the mineral lands of tha west,
The methods employed have been es-
sentlally alike In all cases. The un-
usual interest which seems to attach
to these lntest disclosures simply grows
out of the fact that the avérage citizen
can eoncect them n little more direct-
ly with his own personal interests than
in the ather cascs. Not the stealing
of the lands, but the effect upon the
citizen's private coal bill-appears to be
the yuickening fact. These public land
thefths have all been cut off the same
cloth.

MORE INDICTMENTS DUE.

“Editorial discussion in many ‘Amer-
fean newspapers over this matter in-
dicates a bellef on the part of the writ-
ers that .the recent indictments found
in Utah agalnst the Harriman and
Gould | rallway companfes, with their
officers and agents, were all based
upon these land frauds. That is not
the case,
concern subsidiary to the Gould road)
was, together with some of its officers,
indicted for complielty in the land
frauds, The other indictments were
based upon llegal combinations in re-
straint of trade {n coal. So far as the
Union Paclfic is concerned, action by
the department of justice with ‘refer-
ence to the land frauds is still to come,
This confusion of the facts doubtless
arises from the circumstance that the
interstate commeorce commission's in-
qujry, while primarily directed to the
point of the tpratlio evils, led almost
incidentally to the discovery of the
stealing of the lands. How this hap-

pened will be told later,

“No Indjictments have yet been re-
turned againgt the Union Paciflc Rall-
way company or the Union Pacifie
Cosl company for the land frauds,
That vigorous action will be taken at

onee to this end cannot be doubted
by anyone who knows the present tems
per of the president and the heads of
the partments of Justigée and the in-
terior Indeed, the power has already
been turned on, and the machinery is
giving forth the premonitory groaninig
and grumbling of ponderous mMoves
ment,
INVOLVES LAND OFFICE,

“This far the Investigations of the
coal lund matters differ from the oth-
er land fraud investigations only in
this: They have furnished more di-
rect evidence than had been developed
In the other cages, assoclating the gens

eral lund office under I8 present or-
ganization with the frauds, Some of
proofs were made  puble at the
wslon of the commisglon; some
[ old In abeyance, pendings direct
Instead of collateral  investigation,

There Is more than enough eovidence
w in hand rfully to justify the as-
ertion that the general land office has

1 n not only matructively but o
tually impleated in furthering

protecting these plundering operations,

CORRUPTION DOMINATES,

To this day the generul land office
| ninated by inflnential interests de-
ng the continuation of the old frand-
1 practise I'his I8 notably true
| (' of these conl laud mattors.
W  full Kknowledge of all the fact th
i Jand ofllce hag baen progtituted
ler year, to the furthoerance of
this glgantle fraud, The officinls of thy
ment have gone oul of thel
L) wler the pralimina st
i snfe for thoe thieves; they have gone
Lt of th way to hinder and de-
) | I tigatl tending !
icily t We gone out of the
to advange these fraudulent coal 1and
claims 1o patont nd, « n Vi
13 I em h ut !
in t positi h
i ing the thioves, |
oafrar il | )i
Frau re « 1341 ely d pod
EXTENT OF FRATUI
| full extent of the fraudu i conl
landg agations cannot be | a
11 y at thiz th Wyoinl ha
beon | center of this Indu In
Lat te, and In Utah and rado
many thousands of acres of 1h 5
f estimable value, have hed LS
v [T wernmant to prival Vel
by openly Hagrantly, fraudualent
n h S0 LA as has been doy od
the chief offenders are the Utuh Fuel
n v, & Gould congern, with haolds
i nothnt state, and the Unlon Pacifie
Cosl company, an Insutution subsldiary
to the Unlon Paclfle Rallway mpany,
wh principal holdings are st Rook
Aprings,  Hanna, Cumbérland  and

e~Thief Canon. The output of the
Rogk Borings mines (Ave in number)
averages about 6,000 or 7000 tons peor
day; the three mines at Hanna have a
dally autput of 1,500 t the three
pines st Cumberland, on the Oregon
Short Ling, praduee un average of 4,000
tons per day; the Horge-Thief Canyon
propertics are new and have not yeh
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OATH, WAS GIVEN AS “AGRICULTURAL IN CHARACTER."

figured ag commerclal producers. Thelr
¢capacity Is as yet largely conjectu
but they are accounted as amol
the most valuable of all,

These properties have heen acqui
by the coal companies through violu-
tlons of the federal coal lang laws,

USED HOMESTEAD LAW,
“At Diamondville the Rockefeller in-

terests have other producing proper-
ties, supplying the smelting plants of

the Amalgamated Copper concarns at
Anaconda and DButte, Mont.© These
properties were acquired through

ead
ly

fraudulent entrles undey the homes
lnw, The homestead law was la
used, too, by the Utah Fuel company
In acquiring s extensive holdings—
four developed mines in Carbon enunty,
Utah; these entries belag identical in
character with those procured hy the
cattlemen and the lumbermen—all de-
liberate [rauds. x
“In brief, the circumstances of the
exposure of the frauds were these:

MADE DISCOVERY.

“Two sessions of inquiry relating to
¢oal matters were held in the west hy
members of the interstate conumerco
commisslon. The first, with Commis-
sloner ¢, A, Prouty presiding, occurred
in September Jasi, when testimony was
taken at Omaha, Denver and Salt Lake.
The primary purpose of this first in-
quiry was understood to be the discov.
ery of the relatipns existing betweon
the coal-carrying railroads and the
coal-producing companies, and acts
done by these Interests In restraing of
trade. In the course of their invoestiga-
tiong, however, the attorneys for the
commission (I, 7. Marchand of Wash-
Ington, and Elmer E. Thomas of Qma~
ha) unearthed evidence showing the

The Utah Fuel company (a |

commission of frauds in acquiring the
lands from which the c¢oal is mined.

This evidence was offered to be sub-
mitted to Commissioner Prouty, but
was at that time refused by tho ecom-

missioner, nasgmuch as it
riously upon the counduct of the gen-
cral land office; Mr, Prouty holding
that the interstatc commerce comniis-
slon might not be Justificd in whit
would séem to be an attack upon it eo--
ordinate department of the governmen?,
The record of the flvst session, there-
fore, contained nothing more than
statemaont, In general terms, of the fact
that the frauds exlsted,
CREATED GRIEAT STIR

“When the report was submitted to
Washington, immediately the general
land office was up In arms in its own
defence A\ Commissioner Pollock
made ocecasion to submit to a news-
piaper interview, in which he charac-

reflected ae-

terized the  jnterstate  commission’
rtentative hint as *‘a plece of lmper-
tinence;” saying further that thoe mat-
ters pertaining to the alleged frauds
had been thoroughly investigated by
the general land office, and that the
frauds Ald not exist, excent in such
Case 18 were barred by the statute of

lmitations, Neithep of these important
statements is sustalned by the facts,
as Will appear hemvafter, No investiga-
tian  deserving the name has bes
mide by the gencrnl land office, Npe-
cial agents in thé field, who showed n
disposition to aetivity in

uncovering
matters to Wasl

id reporting thes
liscouraged In thelr

ington have been

work by the depaurtment, sidetracked,
or transferved to other fields, And,
furthermore, the most {lagrant of all
the offences agalnst the land laws
offenc: well known to the general
Innd off fall well thin the stat-
ute of limitation, so that there is no
bar aithaer iminal pro tions or
1o ecivi | for the recovery of the
tudnl quired land
THLE METHODS EMPLOY D
A heon statad, the Vtahh Fuel
cOmnyg 1 wequired most of IR ET
In Canyon ¢ounty by 1 f D
‘ ! lan rt nint L home
' I} offor haclkk sev
! 4 * I ! 3
1 oglon 1 n Lo
i 186 1 lin bl
y hely hy tl farth.
h of | t could thi l Do
| nis 1y t
ing ontur e
| nd made proofs and .
} ttants ypon this ontirely fletl-
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Be sure that you
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ruling of the general land office, to
the effect that no lands were to be
designatad officlally as ‘‘coal lands”
unless there was an actual surfaco out-
crap of coal, or unless the coal Jdopos-
Its bhad actually heen developeg by
mining operations on a  particular
quarter-section. " The fact of mining
operations in . the neighborhood, or
even upon a tract immediateiy adjoin-

ing, was not permitted to influence
the rating of a tract desired to be
enterad as “agricultural land” under

this ruling.  The fiact that the entire
had been deslgnated by experts
nid surveyors as coal lands was equal-
Iy a trifle.  The fact that officlals of
the general land office had actual per-
sonal knowledge of the real charac-
ter of the lands was apparently an un-
important circumstance, 1f the valu-
nble coal denosits actually known to
exist on a given tract did not show a

surface outerop, the tract was “agri-
cultural,” and ight be entered as
such.,  Protests bhased upon the faot

of the coal denosits were uniformly
unavailing. Under such friendly rul-
ing, the coal company found it very
much cheaper to acquire {ts properties
by means of homestead filings than
by purchase as coal lands. The home-
slead Ming ¢ost but a merely nominal
land office fee, hesides the bonus patd
to the hired entryman, whereas the
purchase of a coal land quarter-section

from the federal government costs
$3,200, This was apparently the mo-
tive, too, for the homestead frauds at

Diamondville, above referreq to,
ABUSED STATE'S GRANT.

“The Utah plundering was effected
through a flagrant abuse of the pro-
vigion of the state's enahling act!
\\'}1|<-l| ceded to the state a large slice
of the publfe domain within its bord-
OIS, Only agricultural lands were to
be ineluded in the grant; and these
were to he yielded to the state from
time to time, as state officials might
designate-~their choice of tract belng
subject to approval by the general
land office, as falling with in the legal
requirement,

“The Utah Fuel eompany, having de-
termined upon those tracts to which it
desired title, proceeded to have these
lands entered by hired homesteaders;
whereupon they were sef apart to the
state as a part of the grant of farming
land, and the coal company got its title

on the strength of the perjured show-
g made by its hirelings, through
patents from the state.

HOW COL., BOWERS WORKED,
“The frauds became a
common knowledge fn Utah. Nor was
there any Jack  of knowledge of the
facts al Washington, One of the specl-

matter of

:ly:up-x.(s of the land office In that
‘nl‘.l was Colonel Percy Sowers, who,
lIke the others of the speclal agents’

corps, was charged *by law' with the
duty of investigating and reporting to
the commissioner whatever evidences
of violations of the land laws might
be discovered. Colonel Sowers had
a very ‘lteral understanding of this
duty, apparently; for, at frequent in-
tervals In the years following 1000, he

made many detajled repoits of the
frauds then being practised by the
Utah Fuel - company, in connection

with thege state land selections. The
register of the local land office at Balt
Lake, Major Hobbs, possessed ‘of an
equally old-fashioned sense of duty,
likewise made reports upon these mat-
ters to the commissioner, corroborat-
ing Colonel Sowers' findings in many
particulars, besides offering inuch ad-
ditional informatlon, The attorneys
for the interstate commerce commis-
sion secured eveidence that twenty-
five or thirty of these official commue
nications, all bearing upon these mat-
tors, had been addressed to the gen-
eral land office, presenting the facts
and asking instructions.

AGENTS “TRANSFERRED.”

“So far as has yet appeared, these
communieations elicited absolutely no
officlal action by the geperal land of-
fice, looking toward the redress of past
ovils or- the prevention of like abuses
in the future. Two or three times,
while he was following his investiga-
tions, Colonel Sowers was taken from
his work and transferred to other ter-
ritory—a practise all too common In
the conduct of the general land office
toward Its field men who show a dls-
position to perniclous activity in cer-
tain neighborhoods. In the early stage
of the Nebraska investigations, John
Mosby was ‘‘transferred:” Sowers was
‘transferred;:'- Meyendorff and many
others haye been ‘transferred’ from
Wyoming.
easy but scandalous method of abort-
ing investigations by competent men,

LAW OFFICE IDLE,

“Colonel Bowers' repeated transfers
came at times when his activity on
the Utah Fuel company cases was
greatest. Notwithstanding his reports
and (he evidence he submitted, no ac-
tion was taken until & few weeks ago,
when the Interstaté commerce commis-
sfon—that “impertinent” co-ordinate
branch—turned up and placed in the
hands of the distriet attorney for Utah
a mass of evidence which enabled a
grand jury to return criminai indict-
ments for some of these very frauds.

“Meanwhile, fmaction on the part of
the general land office, and. easy in-
dulgence of the methods whereby the
state selections were made, has re-
sulted in passing to the Utah Fuel
company title to approximately 20,000
acres of the most valuable coal lands
of the waest, By mere lapse of time,
with no steps for recovery, some of

e Chums at work|

MCLAUGHLIN’S
AXXX COFFEE

Tastes good always— because it’s always good.
Always the same because it's always blended

and roasted just right.

Extra good quality, because it's handled entirely
by us from Plantation to Package.

That's why MC€Laughlin's XXXX Coffee is so

much better than any other coffee at the same price.
The handy air-tight package and the glazing of

pure sugar keeps this coffee clean and fresh—pro-

tected from dust, dirt and foul odors, .

Always one pound full weigdht.
MC¢Laughlin's XXXX Coffee is sold by

All Good

Dealers,

This has always been an;

-
these lands have been jrrevocably 108t | turers of tin boxes and
to the government by the statute of | cne (e SRl L0 U
Tmitations.™ sellle, the demand bein;
SiE among French oll and 1
and others, Most of thes
Generous, amal affairs, doing the
Customer: Whatl . Fifty cents for that u.l‘ul the field is not unins
chicken? Don't you take anything off? erican manufacturers o
Butcher: No, sir, no, sir, not even a leg. | machinery. American 1,
I am willing you should have {t all.—-Trand. } this kind is very highly
lated for ““Thansatlantic Tales," from | Marseille, although not |
M“L:'-trmlnrf_"r Blatter. One important ofl manufa I
- cehfly purchased the most n
Tin-Can Making at Marceille. crk“un machinery and is hig
with the results ained
Consul-Ganeral R. P. Skinner reports | and cork l:ll('ﬂ’):]l“‘::.fillh,\‘l 0
that there are & number of manufac- ' ed at the bureau of manufa
b |

Perfect
Womanhood

The greatest menace to woman’s
permanent happiness in life is the
suffering that comes from some de-
rangement of the feminine organs,

Many thousands of women have
realized this too late to save their
health, barely in time to save their
lives. :

To be a successful wife, to retain
the love and admiration of her hus-
band, should be a woman's constant
stu

dy. .

"V a woman finds that her ener-
glesare flagging, that she gets easily
tired, dark shadows appear under
her eyes, she has backache, head-
ache, bearing-down sensations, ner-
vousness, irregularities or the
‘‘blues,” she should start at once’to
build up her system by a tonic with
specific powers, such as °

Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable Compound

the great woman'’s remedy for woman'sills, made only of roots and herbs

1t cures Female Complaints, such as Dragging Sensations, Weak
Back, Falling and Displacements. Inflammation and Uleeration, andall
Orsanic Diseases, and is invaluable in the Change of Life, It dissolves
and Expels Tumors at an early stage. Subdues Faintness. Nervous
Prostration, Exhaustion,.and strengthens and tones the Stomiich. Cures
Headache, General Debility, Indigestion, and invigorates the whole
female sysem.' It is an excellent remedy for deraugements of the
Kidneys in either sex.

' 3
GREEN, FANCY, IMPORTED & STAPLE GROCERIES
FISH, CURED MEATS, POULTRY, ETC.

Telephone Nes, 964-965-966

W. S. Henderson, |

268-269-271 South Main St., (
: SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

Wholesale Wholesale Trade
Retail Especially Solicited 'L
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Ask Your Grocer
For the Bread
Made in a

Clean Bakery.

The Above Label
On Every Loar.

IS-SOAP

You cannot appreciate how nice is a liquid soap u
soap has been tried.

Comes in bottles—pure, of fine quality, sanitary——tlx
that hospitals use.

Keeps the hands soft—fine for shampooing because
ers well,

THE BUSY CORNER,

" Bmith Drug Co., open al) night, Free doliyery (11l midnight. Ordes
'phones 4360,

l

soal

it lathe




