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the bounty olause of the MoKinley
tariff bi)) under compulision wiil glua-
1y vote tor lie repeai as & maller of
pripgiple. Thetwo Liouisiaba senat ra
and Senator Peffer areexpected to votw
againgl repeal, unless thelr suger rais-
ing constiiuente are protecte | Ly & tax
on foreign sugar, but no caev I8 recalled
of Congress having restored the tax ou
an artiple after baviog ooce laken 1t
off, and precedent always pluye an
influential part in Congressional iegla-
latioa.

A mnjority of the Benate commiittes
on iptersstple commetce are sahl Lo
favor the umendment to the latersiate
commerce iaw which Was receutly
asked for by representativee of a oum.
ber of railrond companie:, permittin
pooling of freighls, but belore such an
amen megt gets ibrough Congress
there will be some very plain tulk from
those opjsosed to railroad pooling.

Benator Perkius is in esrpest ahout
pushing bis ldea of waking a state ou
of Indian territory.- He insists that it
is the ynly equitable and bueiness-like
solutipn of the Indian problem, and
says be believes there s n_gond chance
for it to get through during, tbis ses-
sion.

A pgentleman who seldom makes
ldle predictions remarked in my hear-
Dg thie morniog that 10 Jerry
Simpson did not get elected to
the Sepute he would uot he surprised
to see him made secretary of agricult-
ore., When I attempted to ascertain
hia reason for eayling 80 be sbhut up like
s olam, and sald be wae Dot talkiorg
tor publication.

W ABHINGTON, Jan, 2, 1898.-Nevar
before bas there been such n general
ioterest in the outcome of genatorial
contests as jo those now golog on ina
number of states. Ordinarliy, except
among those from the states in which
tbe contests were pending, such events
bave scarcely created a ripple of tnter-
est in Washington. Une reason for
the genura) interest at this tlme is that
never before were so Many denators in
doubt, und the very senators, toc, who
will by their votes decide the political
vontrol of the Benate of the Fifty-third
Congress, a Congress which, in some
respeots, may be one of the most im-
portant in gur history. It is generally
belleved here by men of all parties that
enough of the doubtful eemators will
be elected by the Popullste to give
them the balance of power, hut there
ia stlil just emough doubt, not ouly
about their election, but how the Popu-
lists will vote, to keep all bands on the
anxlous bench, as it were.

Another thing which bas brought
Public interest up to fever heat la Mr.
Clevelapd’s unexpected open fight
upon Benator Hill’s candidate for sen-
ator from New York, a fight which
may be as importaot to the Demu-
oralic party at large and especiaily in
New York state, a® was the memor-
abie ight between Senator Conkling
and President Gurfeld, which resulted
in the dramatic double reelguaiion of
Benators Conkling and Platt, and ino
Mr. (leveland’s firat election to the
presideney. The politiciape in Wash-
ington, even those closely allied to
Mr. Cleveiand, admit privately—they
are discreetly mum o public—that Mr.
‘Cieveland made a mistake in making
this fight, even if be aucceeded in de-
fedting Murphy, whloch, by the way,
few people here believe to be possible

at this l.te day. They argue that it
wlil give Benator Hill an excuee for
embarnaseing Mr. Cleveland?s admlu-
istration which be would not bave bad
it Mr, Cleveland bad kept his hapye
off tu New York. ‘Tatnmany men bhers
sny that Murphy’s election has bDeen
an assUred thing for wewsks
the pecessary votes havisg been
pledged to him long before Mr, Clave-
Innd came out o thul interview against
him. They admit that, strong ¥
Hooator Hill 18 1n New York, Mr.
Cleveland ooultd bave defeated bie
candidate if he had anuounced bls op-
position to hima before the Democratic
members of the legislature were bound
up by ple1ges. A few peopie here vx-
preas the heltef that he will do it any-
way.

The politicinns are all very much at
868 about silver legislatiou al Lthia ses-
slon, aud unless they do some remark-
able “‘gettlug together*’ 1o a very short
tlme there is little probability that
there will be any legislation. There
bas been some shifting of positions ou
the silver questiou since the subjec!
was |ast before Congrese, but just how
muny members have changed their
views appears to be a matter of doubt,
Lt i8 suspected that Representalive
Dockery, of Missouri, n prominens
Democratic member of the Houee
comwitiee on appropristions, who hag
beeq & Btrony free coinage man, ie o0
of them, and it is nelieved that
Hpeaker Crisp, who haa aleo been a
{ree¢ ooinage advocate, has veen
vonverted to Mr. Cleveland’s finauncial
1deas, The Cieveiand influence and
the Harrison iufluence ia still beiog
jointly exerted to bring about a aua-
peusion of the preeent monthly pur-
cbages of silver bullion, but the out-
ward indications of the effect have not
become aufliclenily marked to eay
whether success or failure will Le the
outoome.

President Harrison ls preparing &
specinl messagu to be seut to Cougress
shortly aiter it couvenee, dealing with
tbe advantages enjoyed by the
(anadian Pacific railroad by reason of
the consular seal system of (reight
shipments. The message will be ac-
companied by documentary evidence
on ihe subject which the beads of the
exseoutive departments of the govern-
ment bhave been collecting for s.me
time. The action of the Canadlan
government in suspending certain sec-
tlons of Its tariff, concerning the direct
and indirect importation of sugar and
molasser, which have been regarded as
dlscriminations against the United
States, will pot, it ia thought, cause
any change in the tepor of the measage,
although it may bave a conclliating
effect upen Congress.

The dwetailing of army offlcers us
Inuian agents has been very aatisfac.
tory to the goverument offloials, and,
it is s=ald, also to the Indiaos, bat it
now turns out that it s not satisfactory
to the army officerr. This fact was
brought out hy tbe powerful influence
which Captain Porter, of the Eighth
lofantry, and Lieutenant Liovering, of
tbe Fourth {nfantry, are bringing to
bear on the authorities here in order to
get the orders detaillng them as Indian
agents revoked. Of course if they
cannot get the orders revoked they
wiil eltber bave to agcept the details or
reslgn their commissiona in the army;
but all the same it is not probable thnt
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any offloer whbo nocepts a detail againat
bis wishea will enter very cheerfully
upon his work, or will ait up nighta
thinking how he may improve things
at the agency.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 6, 1503.—Since
the reaBsemhbiing ol Congrear, the ail.
ver men, who have kept very yuiet
durlog all the talk about gilver iegisla-
tion al the present sussion, are show-
ing thelr teeth; and their huwmor has
oot bheen lmproved by ths rumora
chargiog that the Clevelaud influence
bad caused desertions from their ranke,
Phe presaure lor the repeal of the prus-
ent silver 1aw iz dally bLeeoming more
powerful, and one of the latest arge-
ments {8 Lhat Mr, Cleveland hag aaid
that if it was not repualei by this Con.
gress be would oall an immediate ex-
tra session of the Fifty-third Congrese;
anotber is that the Ameriean delegates
to the [uternstional monetary confer-
ence told thelr foreign colleagues who
pointed 1o thia iaw as ap obstacle to
anDy agicement being reached that it
would be repealed before the conference
came togetber again in May,

Notwithetanding all this talk, and
that which is certain soon to be heard
on the floor of both House and Benate,
tbe present silver iaw will pelther be
repvaled opor will tbat portion of it
compelling monthiy purcbases of silver
buliion be suspended, unless the 1aem-
bers of the House who bave banded
themselves togetber under Lhe leader-
shlp of Hepreseatative Plerce, of
Tennessee, who was Mr. Band’s liey-
tenant in the hot -silver flgbt during
the last tession, shali change their
minds, They nuw any that they wlll
prevent the passage of such legislation
by fillbustering, no matter what the
eftect may be upon otber legislation,
including the regular appropriation
billa,

The apparently easy victory over Mr,
Claveland whbich the Hill-Murpbhy
combination bas won ju the New York
legislature is exciting the llvelist in-
tereat in Congreees, although the Demo-
Oracs are as 8 riule noo-commital, The
geoeral Iimpresafonr here s  that
Murpby I8 just as good as nominated
and elected to the Unlted States Benate.
Henator Hill is bere,but be isn*c saying
a word,

Cotton 1s no loager king, either in
the commercial world or in Congress,
but tbhe long-deposed monarch bhas sub-
jeots who are atill dreaming of u re-
atoratlon to power. A movementison
foot for the Democratic senators and
representativea from the colton-grow-
ing atates to de:.uand one or more seats
in Mr. Ulevelaud’a cabinet. One of
the originators and leaders of this
movement Is Representative {rain, of
Texas, who speaks bls miud about this
businees In bls wesua]l (ree and casy
style. Hesays: ‘“‘Inthe variouscon-
jectures about probable members of the
cabinet Bouthern men are almost en-
tirely igoored, and yet, the Jefection of .
a few Soutbera states at the last elecs
tion would have been fatal io Mr,
Cleveland?’s ambition, Are tha cotton-
growlng states 80 certaln for Demo-
cracy that tbey are only lo be consld-
ered during presidential campaigns,and
forgotten afterwards? Are they topay
the penalty for glving large Demo-
cratic majorities? We have men oap-
able of fllling any office and we have a
rlght to expect recognmitlon, If Mr,
Carlisle acoepta the secrelarysbip of



