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O I&a crowned heads among all nations, is
nmot Mr. Clay a wise man and very patriotic?
Why Great God! to transport 200, eople
through a vast prairie, over the Rocky Moun-
tains, to Oregon, a
thousand miles, would cost more than four
millions! or should they go by Cape Horn in
ships to California, the cost would be more
than fweniy millions! and all this to save the
United States from inheriting {he disgrace of
Missouri for murdering and robbing the Saints
with impunity! Benton and Van Buren, who
make no secret to say, that if they get into

ower they will carry out Boggs’ extermina-
ing plan to rid the country of the Latter Day
Saints, are :

¢Liitle nipperkins of milk,?

compared fo ‘Clay’s® great aqua fortis jars.
Why, he is a real giant in humanity: ‘send the
Mormons to Oregen, and free Missouri from
debt and disgrace!” Ah! sir, let this doectrine
go to and fro throughout the whole earth, that
we, as Yan Buren said, know your cause is
just, but the United States government can do
nothing for you, because it has no power; ‘you
must go to Oregon, and get juslice from the Ind.
ians!’ :

I mourn for the depravity of the world, I
despise the hypocrisy of Christendom, I hate
the imbecility of American statesmen, I detest
the shrinkage of candidates for office from
pledges and respongibility; I long for a day of
righteousness, when ‘he whose right it is to
reign shall judge the poor, and reprove with
equity for the meek of the earth,” and I pray
God who hath given our fathers a promise of a
perfect government in the last days, to purify
the hearts of the people and hasten the wel-
come day.

With the highest consideration for virtue and
unadulferated freedom,

I have the honor to be,
Your obedient servant,
JOSEPH SMITH,

Hon. H. Clay, Ashland, Ky.”

I instructed Thomas Bullock to take charge
of {he books of the “Maid of Iowa,” and to
go on board ag clerk.

Tuesday, 14.—Rode ont about7 a.m. The
“Maid of Towa” started for St. Louis at 8.30
a.m.

This afternoon, Mr. Reid, my old lawyer,
gave a lecture on the Stand, relating the his-
tory of some of my first persecutions. I spoke
afler he closed, and continued my history to
the present time, relating some of the doings
of the apostates in Nauvoo.

At 4 p.m., prayer meeting; few present.
Prayed for Elder Woodworth’s daughter who
was sick. Elder Lyman Wight was present.

Wednesday,15.— At home; much rain through
the day; river rising rapidly. Mr. Adams, son
of John Quiney Adams, with Dr. Goforth, call-
ed to see me at the Mansion.

At 5 p.m. went to my office, and heard my
letter to Mr. Clay read. At 7 p.m., rode {o
the upper landing with Mr. Adams.

I ingert the following from the Times and
Seasong:—

“We take pleasure in announcing to the
Saints abroad that Nauvoo continues to flourigh,
and the little one has become a thousand.
Quite a number of splendid houses are being
erected, and the Temple is rapidly progressing,
insomuch that there is one universal expecta-
tion, that before next winter closes in upon us
the top-stone will have been raised, and the
building incloged.

The Saints continue to flock together from
all parts of this wide-spread continent, and
from the islands of the sea. Three ships’ com-
panies have arrived this spring from England,

. and are now rejoicing in the truths of the ever-
lagting gospel.

The Prophet ig in good health and gpirits,
and anwearied in his anxiety and labora to in-
struct the Saints in the things of God, and the
mysteries of the kingdom of Jesus Christ, = In-
deed, we may truly say that those who came
to scoff remain to pray.

Many have come here filled with prejudice
and gtrange anticipations, but have been con-
vinced that report is false with her thousand
tongues, and have almost invariably left a tes-
timony iaehimi them. Instead of finding Mr.
S8mith the cunning, erafty, and illiterate char-
acter that he had been represented to be, they
have found in him the gentleman and scholar;
frank, open, generous, and brave.

But it is his immediate connexions and asso-
ciates alone that can appreciate hig virtues
and his talents. While Eia face ig set as a
flint againt iniquity from every quarter, the
cries of the oppressed ever reach his heart, and
his hand is ever ready to alleviate the suffer-
ings of the needy.

A few artless villaing can always be found
who are watching for his downfall or death;
but the Lord has generally caused them to fall
into their own pit, and no weapon formed
against him has prospered. One or two digaf-
fected individnals have made an attempt to
spread dissension, but it ig like a tale that is
nearly told, and will soon be forgotten.

1t was first represented as a monster calcu-
lated to spread desolation around, but we are
credibly informed by a person who attended
their first meeting, that there was much difii-
culty in raising a committee of seven, for there
was some objection to Father ; but asnone
could be found to fill the vacuum, he constitu-
ted one of the seven stars!!

It will be unnecessary for us to say much
about those luminaries of the last days, as they
shine forth in their true colors in our columns
this week in the trial of President Smith. But
to say anything by way of warning to the
brethren abroad weuld regemble the ‘ocean into
tempest tossed, to waft a feather or to drown a
fiy.> ¢By their fruits ye shall know them; do

men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of this-
Aleag? |

-
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distance of nearly two

THE DESERET NEWS.

The glad tidings of salvation, and the fulness
of the Eospel, are fast spreading from city to
city and from nation to nation. The little
stone will still increase till the knowledge of
God covers the earth, and righteousnsss and
truth extend from pole to pole.”

I copy from the Neighbor:—

“To the Friends and Voters of Hancock County.

Elder William Smith, (late representative)
wishes to say tothe friends and voters of Han-
cock County, that in consequence of the sick-
ness of his family, now in the hands of a doctor
in the city of Philadelphia, he relinquishes the
idea of offering himself as a candidate for a
geat in the next Legislature of Illinois; but, as
a matter of the highest consideration, would
recommend his brother Hyrum Smith as a suit-
able and capable person to fill that office, and
worthy of the people’s confidence and votes.

We know of no person that would be more
qualified to fill his station than Genl. Hyrum
Smith (his brother,) We are not infermed
whether the general will accept of the office or
not; it he will, we don’t _know of any gentle-
man in Hancock Co. who would be more com-
petent. Gen. Smith is 2 man of sterling integ-
rity, deer
He is well versed in politics, and as unchange-
able as the everlasting hills. He is a man of
probity and virtue, and an unwavering pat-
riof.

If Gen. Hyrum Smith will allow his name to
be brought forth we go it for him; and we know
from the confidence and respect that is enter-
tained of him as a gentleman and a patriot, he
will be elected. What say you, General??

Thursday, 16.—Went to my office at 8 a.m.,
and heard read a letter written by Willard Ri-
chards, in behalf of the Council, to Elders Or-
son Hyde and Orson Pratt at Washington,

I ordered the Municipal Court to meet at one
p-m., and spent the morning.in reading.

At one p.m,, I presided in Municipal Court.
The case of Jeremiah Smith, sen., who had
been arrested by Jones on the charge of pro-
curing money at ‘Washington under false pre-
tences, came up on habeas corpus, The com-
piainant, T. B. Johnson, by his counsel, Chaun-
cey L. Higbee, asked for and obtained an ad-
journment for one week in ovder to procure
witnesses. The petitioner, by his counsel,
Geo. P. Btiles, objected to the plea, supposing
the prosecuting party always ready for trial.
The court decided that it was an important
case, and it was not best to be in haste; and if
the prisoner is discharged on the merits of the
case after a full investigation, he goes free for
ever. The majority of the court decided to
adjourn until Thursday next.

was about home the rest of the day, and
read in the Neighbor the report of my trial be-
fore the Municipal Court on the 8th inst,

The following appears in the Times and
Seasong:—

“Dear Sir:—

I have just returned from the north part of
this State, where I have been on business for
our beloved President Joseph Smith, and it feels
30 good to breathe the pure air of liberty and
friendship after spending some three or four
days in a swamp, or rather a slough of religions
prejudice - and political hypoerisy, which are
equally nauseous and offensive, that I cannot
let this opportunity pass without giving vent
to some of my feelings in regard to what passed
while I remained at the town of Dixon, on
Rock River.

My principal business wags to appear in the
Lee County Circuit Court as a witneas in the
case of JDEE%}I Smith vs, Joseph H. Reynolds
and Harmon T, Wilson, for false imprisonment
and using unnecessary force and violence in
arresting the plaintiff.

A plea had been entered in thig suit by the
counsel for the defen&’&ntﬁ, to which the coun-
sel for the plaintiff demurred. The demurrer
was argued on Wednesday morning, the 8th
inst., and the partlies finally joined issue on the
charge for using unnecessary force and violence,
and the courl gave permission by conzent of
the bar to proceed with the trial, but the coun-
sel not being fully prepared, it was laid over
until the following morning, the Sth inst.

On Thursday morning, after the usual pre-
liminaries of opening court, the above case
was called up for trial, and the clerk ordered
to impanel a jury; and here, sir, a scene took
place which ought to make every honest Amer-
ican citizen blush and weep for the credit and
honor of his country and laws. A number of
men were called up, and when questioned as
to whether they bad previously expressed epin-
ions in relation to the suit now pending, nearly
the whole answered in the affirmative. The
further question was then put as to whether
they had any prejudice against either of the

arties, to which a great majority replied they
Ead against Smith. They were then questioned
as to what their prejudice had reference, his
religious sentiments or general course of con-
duct. The greater part replied, to his religious
sentiments; and the remainder said they were
opposed to his general course of conduet.

About twenty men had to be called upon one
after another, out of which number the court
finally selected twelve as competent jurors,
although the majority of these decidedly ex-
pressed their feelings of prejudice against the
plaintiff. They were however accepted on the
ground that they said they thought they could
do justice to both parties, although some of

them expressed a doubt whether th%y could do
justice or not, |

The jury being sworn, the court, or rather
the counsel, proceeded to examine the witness-
es on the part of the plaintiff, which occupied
nearly the whole day. But little of the real
matter of fact could be get before the court, on
account of their being confined to the charge
of unnecessary force and violence; but this
was proven in the clearest point of light. -

penetration, and brilliant talents. | P
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I must refer to the testimony of old Mr.
Dixon, whose silvery locks seem to tell an age
of many years. His evidence related to the
circumstance of the Missouri Sheriff refusin
for a length of time to give the plaintiff the
privilege of habeas corpus, and threatening to
drag him to Missouri in fifteen minutes from
the time they arrived at Dixon. The old gen-
tleman seemed to tremble with indignation
while relating the simple facts as they tran-
gpired at the time; and, like a true lover of his
country, appeared proud of the privilege of
telling those men that the citizens of Dixon
would not suffer themselves to be disgraced by
permitting them to drag away a citizen of this
State to a foreign State for trial, without the
privilege of a trial by habeas corpus, a privil-
ege which is guaranteed to every individual
under like circumstances, and especially when
it was understood that he was to be dragged
to Missouri, amonget a people whose hands
are yet dripping with the blood of murdered
innocence, and who thirst for the blood of
General Joseph S8mith as the howling wolf
thirsts for its prey. Surely such a picture
would melt the beart of any thing but an ada-
mantine. There are those, and men too who
rofess to be the followers of the Lord Jesus
Christ, who can hear such things, and still
wish the Missourians had got Gen. Smith fo
Missouri to murder him without judge or jury,
and surely they are no better than murderers
themselves, and only lack the opportunity to
make them shedders of innocent blecod.

After the evidence was through on the part
of the plaintiff, the witnesses for the defence
were examined, which only occupied a few
minutes. The arguments were then advanced
on both gides, during which time I could not
help noticing how apt the respéctable gentle-
man of tke opposite counsel was to sing the
song of ‘old Joe Bmith, &e., which might ap-
pear very gentlemanly in his wind, but to me
1t seemed as contemptible as the voice of a
stupid ass, or the tongue of slander.

inaily the case was submitted to the jury,
who were charged by the court, and then or-
dered to retire and bring in a sealed verdict the
foliowing morning at 9 o’cloek. Friday moran-
ing came and with it the verdiet, and it proved
to be in favor of the plaintiff and against the
defendanta for forty dollars and costs of suit.
I contess I was aplonished when I heard it,
and could not help thinking that prejudice
sometimes overrules justice even in the jur
box. I could not help comparine the results of
this trial with one which came off the day
previous, wherein a certain person complained
of another for destroying his cow by selting
his dogs on the animal until they worried her.
It appeared the cow of the plaintiff had seen
fit to break into the defendant’s lot without
asking leave, and the defendant, or rather his
men, not liking such treatment, set t#ieir dogs
on her and destroyed her. Well, the resuit of
this trial was, a verdict of damages for the
plaintiff of #hirty doliars and costs. >

Now, sir, compare the two cases. On the
one hand, here is a citizen of the United States
near two hundred miles from his home and his
friends; he is on a visit with his family, not
dreaming of danger or difficulty, ‘T'wo men, or
rather wolves in sheep’s clothing—~£or it is a
fact that when Wilson and Reynolds made en-
q};:ir}' for Gen. Smith at Dixon at the time of
the arrest, they sgid they were Mormon Elders,
and wanted to see President Joseph Smith, &e.
—1{wo men, I say, while he is thus enjoying
himself with his family, came upon him with
each aloaded pistol in his hand, and threatened
to shoot him dead if he offered the least resist-
ance, although no resisiance had been offered.

=

he asked them what they wanted with him,
and what was their avthority, they replied
they were going to take him to Missouri; and
jamming their pistols at his side swore that
was their authority. He requested them to
let him go into the house to bid his family
good bye; but this they positively refused, not
even giving him the privilege to get his hat.
They then forced him into the wagon, and
placing themselves one on each side, with a
loaded pistol pressed close against his side,
and repeatedly striking him with them so as
to make him lame and sore for two weeks af-
terwards, they dreve him to Dixon, and order-
ed horges ready in fifteen minutes to.drag him
among his murderers; and otherwise abused,
insulted, threatened, and treated him in the
cruelest manner possible, filling his family with
the most excruciating pangs, and rending the
heart of his beloved companion with grief to
witness their ferocions cruelty, not knowing
but his Jife would be sacrified before morning;
and finally pursued their persecutions until it
cost him thousands upen thousands of dollars
expenses; and all this without a cause; and
wien he sueg for justice against these men, he
obtaing damages to the amount of FORTY
dollars!

On the other hand a man loses a cow which
had broke into his neighbor’s lot, and he ob-
tains damages to the amount of thiriy dollars.

Now, sir, if this is not the effects of preju-
dice amounting to oppression, then I am no
judge of right and wrong. I am very much
inclined to think that if Gen. Joseph Smith, or
any of his friends, had treated any citizen of
this State or any other State in the manner he
was treated by those men, and they had sued
for damages as he did, the case would have
terminated very different, however, so it is.

The idea of a man yielding to such a degree
of prejudice as to render him incapable of exe-
cuting justice beftween man and man, merel
from rumor and report, is to me perfectly ridi-
culous and contemptible, as well as wicked
and unjust; and when a man is all the day long
boasting of the rights and privileges guaranteed
to every cilizen of the United States under the
) Constitution and laws, and at the same time
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They then began to haul him about, and when |

is go prejudiced againét one of the most peace-
able citizens that ‘he does not know whether he
can render him justite’ in a court of equity, bug

g | would rather strengthen the hands of mobocrate

and law-breakers, the inference-that one must
naturally draw is, that such a man is either a
consummate scoundrel and bypocrite, or that
he is guilty of the most flagrant violation of
the most sacred constifutional principles em-
braced in the fundamental doctrines of this
Republic. I am happy, sir, o have evidence
daily that no such corrupt prejudice exists in
the heart of General Joseph Smith, nor in ths
community, so far as I have been able to dis-
COVET. :

Now, as to the exceptions these men have
taken inregard to Gen. Smith’s religious views,
or-general course of conduct, it matters not
much. His religious views are his inalienable
right, and is nobody’s business; and the man
who canpot render him justice on that account
is a wilful violator of the Jaws he professes to
admire; and, sir, I have for more than two
years last past been a close observer of Gen.
Smith’s ‘general course of conduct,” as well as
his private life; and justice to him, to myself,
and the community at large, compels me to
say, that in all my intercourse with men, I nevw-
er associated with a more honorable, upright,
charitable, benevolent, and law abiding man
than is the much persecuted Gen. Smith; and,
sir, when 1 hear men speak reproachfully of
him, I never ask for a second evidence of thetr
corruptness and baseness. General Smith, sir,
is 2 man of God, a man of truth, and a lover
of his country; and hever did I hear him
breathe out curses or railery at any man be-
cause he saw fit to differ in religious matters.
Shame on the principle—shame on the man or
the set of men who show themselves so de-
graded and miserably corrupt.

The last night of our stay at Dixon, I had
the privilege of speaking on the principles of
my religion to a number of individuals in a
kind of argument with two men; and, sir, al-
though it is near four years since I have made
a practice of preaching, it felt as sweet as
ever. ‘Truth to an honest heart is sweet, but
to a wicked man is like' a piercing sword, as
was manifest on that occasionj for although
the principles of the gospel were laid down so
plain and clear that it was impossible to mis-
understand, yet the opposing party reEeatedE}'
misconstrued my language, and even his own

I cannot persnade myself that the prejudice
referred fo above is a general things there are
many honorable exceptions, and I presume if
the Mormons had signified their intentions of
supporting the democratic candidate for the
Presidency at the ensuing election, instead of
nominating an independent candidate of the:r
own choice, their prejudice would not have

‘been so great at the trial of Reynolds and Wil-

gon, and perbaps Gen. Smith would have ob-
tained a judgment somewhat equivalent to the
injuries he sustained from that unholy prosecu-
tion. But the Mormon people are too noble
minded to be bought or biased by fear or favor,
and have been too often deceived by the plaus-
ible pretensions of demagogues to put trust in
any but tried friends., Gen. Srﬂitﬁ has ever
been an undeviating friend, not only to this
community, but to the oppressed of every name
or sociely; and we consider him as competent
and qualified for the highest office of the
United States as any other man, and a littls
more 80; and a great deal more worthy of it.

In conclusion, let me say that whatever
others may say, I consider it an honor to be
associated with such a man as Gen. Joseph
Smith, and all true followers of the Lord Jesus
Christ; and the more wicked men despise and
misrepresent the principles and conduct of Pre-
sident Smith, the more I love him and delight
in his society; and this I can do, without pre-
judice or animosily against any man or set of
men. I believe in the broad principle of equal
rights-and privileges, so far as religien or poli-
tics are concerned; and while I seek to enjoy
my religion according to the knowledge in ma,
I will interfere with the rights of no man, nor
persecute because my neighbor does not think
as I do. .

A multitude of buginess compels me to clogs,
and I must forbear.

I have the honor to be,
Your brother in the everlasting covenans,
WILLIAM CLAYTON.
Nauvoo, May 16, 1844,
From the Neighbor;—

‘STEAXM BOAT RLECTION.

On the last upward voyage of the “Osprey’ |
from St. Lonis to this place, as usual the mey-
its of the several candidates for the next Pres-
idential election was discussed. A vote weas
taken, and the following was the ‘state of the
polis’ as handed to us by a gentleman whe
came as passenger:—

Gen. J. Smith, 26 gentlemen, 3 ladies,
Henry Clay, 6. 2 PR
Van Buren, o 0

The ladies are altogether forsaking WVan
Buren, and the gentlemen as a matter of course
are following after. There is a wonderful
shrinkage in Henry Clay, but the General is
going it with a rush.

Lurrah for the General!”

—a-g-o
REEMARKS
By Prest. H. C. Kimball, Bowery, Sunday MEorn-
inﬂ, A“gl 16, 185?- ’ '
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[REPORTED BY J, V. LONG.]

I presume the brethren anl sisters are not
tired. [Voices: ‘No.’] You have heard what
has been said to-day by-br Brigham, and I want
Euu to understand most definitely that what he

as said expresses my present feelings, and also the
feelings that I have had for some time.



