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o UR_T AND CHRISTIANITY.

I learn by a late iszue of your paper
that n reverend geutlemn of this clty
has publicly dJeglared that the courie
have decided that “thls lsa Chrietinn
petlon.?? Tols je such a remurkable
statement from s professed Christinn
minister, tbhat I capuot but express a
few thoughte relative to the truth und
propriety of euch declelou 1f  ever

made,
The question arises—by virtue of
what Jaw could euch a judg-

ment be rendersd? Courte are sup-
posed to act by authority of and to
declde all crees and questions In con-
formity with luw. The actione of
courte witboutlnw would be extremely
ridiculoue if -nut positively absurd.

The Constitution of our country,
forbide the making of any law ‘re-
specting an establlebment of religion.*
Am I to suppose that the Constitution
bas been wantonly vieciated;, that
conrts are acting upon unconetitution-
al provivions? This would be go if the
reversnd gentleman’s &tatement bLe
correct. Certainly such a conditio » of
things could not add mucb to the
Chrlatian character of the country nor
to the reputatlon of ite judiciary.

The fact that neitber the judicial nor
law-making departments of the coun-
try ean have anything to do with re-
ligion in their official capacity, I per-
hape somew bat eugyestive of the con-
dition of the country as to ite Chris-
tianity—a country io which 1t can
have ncencouragement from the source
indicated. Bo far ap the courts ure
concerned, infidelity or atheiem i just
a8 good, And bas the pame rights and
livertlee as Christianity. Why the
rev. gentleman should appeal to such
s source for defense of the natlon’s
purity is somewhnt lnexplicable.

Christiunity, I freeiy admit, ebould
be the pride and bonst of this greut
nation; but we museteeurch for and find
it elsewhere than in ite courle,

The few Ohristians that ure in the
land recognize Christ as the Author of
their faith; that the doctrines ADd

rinciplee  He laught concerning
‘bristianity, »and the practice oi
these prinolples, are necesesry to con-
atitute a true Chriellan and make men
followere of tbeChriet. This admilted,
we flnd ourselves nnder the neceseity
of turning to tbe Biule and to the
mintsters of the duy to flud evidence
of gur pnatlion’s christiunity. Werely
upon the Bible ss evidence of Chriet's
fife and teachinge, snd by examining

clotely we may be able to arrive at
just conclusions in reference to our
country?s glnime. C
Christ’s miesion to ¢Brth wan herald-
ed with the ory of “Isice on earth,
gool will to man.”* This wns the
oatute and cha ructer of the Gospel
taught duripg His ministry. Heptrove
to reconecile the chblldren of men to

God, by their doing Hie will; and to
establiesh  peace and  fellowship
wmony men, by bringing them

sl{ to B unity of that faith and doctrine
which He taught. There was but one
faith, one Gosepel, and one baptism, to
which ol must submil, tu be recog-
nized by Him as Hie dleclples, obedi-
ence to which recured to nll the same
apirit.

Huving the eame faith and pospes-
slug tby epme epirit, made men one,
even 88 He nod the Father were one.
““Except yenr¢ one ye are not mine,**
iz Chriet*s declaration ta hie followers.
Nou matter .what sect or occupation
they came from, His most earpest
prayer for them wae that they might
become ope. VWitbout this onebess in
fmith ang epirit tbere ie Do positive,
practical evjdence of Christianity.

o believe tbhat Cbrist died among
meu and ig the Pereonage he claimed
to be, Jdyep pot alone make men Chrig-

tians., Mep witbout any religion,
and even devils, believe this
much as well 83 the professed

Christlan minleters who bave llved
both Jn bis day and in our day. Both
bistury ang tradition Have stamped s
Leliel in Christ’s lilfe upon tbe minds
of hotbh erint and einneribut it s no vvi-
dence today of B holy iife for « man to
ey he bellpves in Christ, A life con-
formable iy sll thinge to the doctrine
snd principles He taught cun slone be
evidvnce of love for Him. “He thut
hath my commandmenie and keepeth
them, be it js that Joveth me; if o mun
love me he will keep my words; and
my Father willlove bim,’" Bo spake
Jeaue,

That portion of the world cailed
Corjatinn ig todny, ae 1o Christ’s day,
divided apij subdivided into a mulu.
tude of faiths and organizatiooe, ull at
varinnce wjth each other; e0 much so
that many will nol communpe with an-
other sect or societly than their owhn.

A mimilgr slate of thinge existed
in the time f Christ when men were
zealows in Eeeping the law, but He
recognized pone of them ae His in
their divided and dlecordant condition.
They were gppoeed to the onenes: aed

gplrit of the (Foepel which He taught,

YOL. XLY,

and which His followers we-e required
to cherieb yne towarde another,

From the bistory of the past, and
tbe union required of men in Chriet’s
day, our natlon preeents a most un-
cbristinnlike uppearance; and the
many secte thal ate erying “ Lo bere,
and lo tbere le Christ,” are 8o many
evidences that they are Indeed mnti-
Chbfet in ephiit, ua well ae in the prac-
tical development of Christinn life.

I1 Christ were to come agaln to earth
tu our day, He would ind ample cause
to eay (o the eects, ze of yore, “Except
¥e arv one ye ire nol mine,*?

Lenving theee and many other like
scriptural evidences which might be
glven In support of thie cardinsl doe-
trine of Chriet, that love,unilty, tetlow-
ahip nand perfect communion muet
charucterize the lives of men {o make
them ncceptable to Him, brief refer-
ence must be made to the clergy of our
day who olaim to he ministers of Christ
to the people.

They are the clses of men who per-
pist in maintalning thie copsinut strife

‘and division, multiplylug sect upon

sect, soclety upon eotlety, both recog-
nlzlng and cultivating tbe prevailiog
dlscordant faitbs that conetitute our
notions of Christianity,

Thie was o promineut feature of en-
cBuragement held out to the few con-
verte made af the late revival meetings
held ip thiecity, They could name
tbeir own minister, and chose the
society with which they wouuid be
conoecled; thue slmmply conslgnoin
converle to a condition of recognlzeg
disngreement in church etanding and
fellowship. )

-Asn class of men, it fe pitlable to
know they are not what they should
be, We Jdo Dol slwaye find them re-
presenting In their lives the lite of
their Master—the meek and -lowly
Jesue, Too many of them are vdu-
cated Be other profespionals are—for
the mere purpoee of obtaining a good
living by their services, The minle-
teriat cirele hee Lot puwer to claim fis
ranks from: the lnfamy and criminal
diegrace which so frequently appear tn
tbe public jourausls, and which serve
to make Christinnity s hiss and o Hye-
word with the ouserving maee of the
people. There are too many smong
them who are s willing to send peo-
ple to hell as toheaven, ehould they
heppen to diskgree with them as to the
way and mode of getting there.

It 18 n notorious faot that many of
the Christinn ministere are foremost
and unrelenting in their persecution



