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THE following copy of a letter from
asael smith grandfather of joseph
smith first president of the church of
jebusjesus christ of latter day saints
written seventy six years ago will be
acceptable to our readers especially to
the relatives and mendsfriends of the writer
and interesting as a memento to the
family and as a historical document to
the public

jan 1796

d sir having a favorable
opportunitytunit althoaitho on very short no-
tice I1 witwith joyoy anand gratitude embrace
it returning herewith wy most hearty
thanks for your respect shown in your
favor of thibthe of november by mr
willes which I1 view as a singular
specimen of friendship which has
very little been practicedpractised by any of my
friends in topsfieldTopsfield althoaitho often re-
quested

ilmymy family are all through the good
nessnesb of the divine benediction in a
tolerable good state of health and de-
sire to be remembered to you and to all
I1inquiringiring friends

1I have set me up a new hou ap since
mr willesmies waswabsherehere and expect to re-
move into it next spring nudhud to begin
again on an entire newsew farm and my
son joseph will live on the old farm
if this ahathat has beenbeed but four years oc-

cupied can bbe called old audmud carry it
on at the halves which haithalf I1 hope
will nearly furnish my family with
food awwhilsthilst I1 with my four youngest
sodssousbous shall endeavor to to another
farm etcgasgabAs tota news I1 have nothing asaa I1
know of worth noticing except that
grain has taken a suddenbudden rissrise amongst
us about one third

As to the jacobin party they are
not very numhumnumerouserous herehemi or itif they
are they are pretty still there are sohiesome
in this state viz iuin bennington who
like other children crying for ila rattle
have blared out against their rulers I1inn
hopes to wrest from them if possible
what they esteem the plaything 0of

and trust but they have been
pretty wellwelielieilell and have become
tolerably quiet again and I1 am in
hopes if they live to arrive to the
years of diordierdiscretionetlou when the empire of
reason shall take place

I1 that thethey will
then become good members of society
notwithstanding their noisynolay nucleus
behavior in their childhood for which
they were neither capable of hearing
or giving any reasonreanon

1 for my pirtpiri iamibmlamnlamm so wawillinglung to trusttrual
thetiie gogovernmentvern ment of the world in the
hrindabrinds bf buierruler of
salvaturesalbasalbal natureture that I1 do not at present
wish to try to wrest itft hshis bandhhands
and 1I havebavei BO60 much confidence ioin his
abilities totb teach oududd Senatsenatorsorsorb wisdom
thatthail 1 donodo notnob think it worth while for
me t0 from the littlittlelestockstock of
knowledge that he hasbas favored me
with inI1 in theth 6 affairallair eith rimroneewayway ororthethe
other he hashaa conducted Us through a
glorious revolutionllonilonlion and bm broubroughtglit us
into the promised landlaud of plpeaceneenceace and
liberty tandband I1 believe that her is about
to bring all the world into the samehamebeaibealbeatitudetude in his own time and way
which althofaethol hlahia ways my apiearnever soBO inconsistent to durdunour ifland reayea
bonson yetillet may be perfectly conacongconsistentlAtent
with hlahia degnadeigns and rbF ellevebelieve thitthat
the stoneston0 is now cut out of thetha moun-
tain without handsbands spoken of by dan-
iel addand has emitteremittuutun the image upon
hisbis feet by which thetha iron the clayoay
the bras i the silver and the gold viz
all the monarchial and eecclesiasticalc
tyranny will be broken tota pieces and
become as the channchaff of hefhe summer
thrashing floor evIndtbthe wind bhailshall carry
them all away that there shall be no
place foufoundnd for them

give my best regards to your parents
andanateltelf them that I1 have takegi upmp with
the eleventh commandment that the
negro taught to the minister which

thus
the minister asked the nenegrogrohowhow

many commandments there were his
answer was clebenEl eben air 1 aye 7 re-
plied the other what is the areveleventhnafi
that is one I1 never heardbeard of thetheeleventhElebenth commandment sir laIs mindyour own businebusiness

so I1 choose to do and give myself
but little concern bout what passes in
the political world

give my best regards to dr meriammr willes joseph dormandarman and mr
cree and tell mr cree I1 thank him for
his respects and hope he will accept of
mine write to me as often and as
large as you can and oblige your sincere
friend andaud well wisher

signed asaelaaen SMITH
MRMB jacorJACOB TOWN JUN 11

the following appears on the back of
the first page of the letter being evi-
dently of the nature of a pt

give my hearty thanks to mr
charles rogers for his respect shown
in writing me a few lineaiines and tell him
that I1 should a wrote to him now bad
I1 had time but now waive it for the
present asaa I1 have considerable part of
what I1 intended to a writ to you

if I1 should live and do well I1 ex-
pect to come to myself next
winter which if I1 do I1 shall come and
pay you a visit farewell

tell mr joseph crescree that if hebe will
come here and set up his trade I1 will
warrant him asaa much work as he can
do and good pay

on the margin of the second page of
the ietterletter appears the following

I1 expect my son joseph will be mar-
ried in a few days tj

on the outside of the letter besides
the superscription mr jacob town
topsfieldTops field commonwealth of mabMasmassachu-
setts isia this reedrealdrecd feb 14 1796
from asael smith from which it
appears that the letter was one month
on the journey from tunbridgevt to
topsTopafield a distance of miles and
was probably carried by private convey-
ance

the letter amounts almost to a pro-
phecy and manifestsmanifesto the strong faith
of the writer in the stability andaud per-
manence of the then new government
0off the united states under the over-
ruling hand of the almighty

we are indebted to president geoged
A smith for this copy he having ob-
tained it on his recent visitvleit in the east
from a bonson of mr jacob town now the
town clerk of topsfieldTops field who wished
to retain the original copy

THE teletelegraphgraphiato dispatches have stated
that the new york standard waswab ternterm
porarily suspended the paper itself
8baysays its circulation varied from to

it was a republican and ad-
ministration paper this is a bad time
for an administration paper to succumb
justgustaaas the grand political campaign JS

really beginning in earnest the stand-
ard gives the reasons for its suspen-
sion

when the standard was started only
one third of its stock subscription was
paid in after the first year the paper
was an immense success but its firt
instalmentinstallment being spent after that it re-
lied not upon capital but upon reuretre-
strained

t

and almost superhuman labor
the stockholderstockholders seeing that the paper
hashaa been getting along moderately ihave committed the financial suicide 0oft
not coming forward with the remain-
ing two thirds of their subscription
money the present editor and pub-
lisher therefore deemsdeenis it prudent and
sensible to malemake a temporary suspen-
sion of uieule publication of anetile paper
from th s date until further notice

the standard was an ably edited
paper and we shall missmies it from our
table

australiaaustralla isa going through another
gold fever A sydney letter to the
london limes bayssays gold tin or copper
is being turned up everywhere pros-
pectuses of new landjaw creakingly
named mining companies crowd out
general intelligence fron the papers
or oblige the proprietors to issue extra
sheets newnow companies appear every
morning andnud bharesharebrokers8 rapidly in-
crease money is so plentiful that it
can be borrowed for 3 per cent and
capitalists hitherto preferring any
other Iiiinvestmentvestment are forced to stimu-
late mining industry andaud cautious peo
pie invest in many ventures in order
that by allali means they may-win some-
thing handsome during the first
ter of th Is yyearear the gold yieldel d was
ounces a great increase over previous
yields it is supposed that the three
remaining quarters will exceed that
ratio an importation of skilled min
ers is required but of pretenders and
bunglers there is already an abundance
of the situation and the prospects the
sydney herald sayssaya

the no I1 south nilnii
claim in the Tentertenterfieldnieldfield district hasbaa
during the past few days yielded some
very rich stone a piece weighing about
6050 ounces was supposed to contain fully
30 ounces of gold the precious metal
being about an inch thick and run-
ning right through the stone theparty from whose claim the above
specimen was obtained have some
tons of rich stone to crush at solfe-
rino a large area of new ground hashab
been taken up and thereasetherthereeareare nownose some

or people on the field and the
number is daily increasing to show the

auriferous wealth of this locality it may
be mentioned that a short cidio ago some
twelve tons of specimens yielded about

ounces some excitement was
caused a few days ago by the discovery
of a new reef it waswms found near the
surface and somesume splendid specimens
have been obtained from it of course
there was a rush to the place and a
number of claims were at once marked
out at the perseverance beefreef in the
clarence district some stone has been
struck in a shaft that was being sunk
which Isia said to be soeo rich that shares
placed in the sydney market for sale
were withdrawn thethee last stone taken
out of the claim will yield it is report-
ed more than an ounce of gold to the
pound of quartz another splendid
reef has since been discovered in the
same neighborhood some little ex-
citementcitement has been caused at tumut in
the south by a report of further dis-
coveriescoveries for some little time past
prospecting hashaa been going on at a reef
which had been deserted for several
months some extraordinarily rich
stone has at last been struck simul-
taneously with this discovery another
rich vein has been unearthed in the
same locality these valuable discov-
eries have given an impetus to mining
operations in this district the last
crushing at one of the claims on this
nieldfield yielded about eighteen ounces to
the ton A company has recently been
formed to work the celebrated
claim at wentworth extraordinary
rich yields of gold were formerly ob-
tained from this fiellandfiel dand there is every
prospect of before the new
company 1

A mechanical TRIUMPH
I1

AN INVENTION WHICH DOES AWAY I1

WITH THE DEAD POINT
IN THE CRANKcrane

thomas morton a member of the
senior cladclam of racine collegecolleecolle e and a res-
ident of racineraeine has invdinvinventedanted an im-
provementpro upon tthehe crank which is
deemed by many practical engineers
and scientific men likely to prove one
of the most valuable and greatest inven-
tions of the age

Persopersonsnf familiar with machinery are
aware that there are two dead points in
the crank where all the power is lostloat
a balance wheel is necessaryfeces baryeary to
carry the machinery beyond these
pointspoint the balance wheel is not able of
itself to generate any force so that
double the power isia required one half
to turn the machinmachineryerycry while the crank
is working audand the other half to give
sufficientlelent momentum to thythe bllance
wheel to carry the machinery beyond
the points where the cranks cannot actfiot

almrr bortoneMor tonefould I1improvementm provoprovemenmeu t does away
with the dead points entirely and
keeps the power continually upon the
long lever or as the engineers call it
the half centre thus very nearly doubl-
ing the power and soBO saving a great
amount of fuel in engines it can rea-
dily be applied to all kinds of crank
machinery engines lathes sewing
machines etc

mr mortonmorion went in person to wash-
ington and procured a patent he said
the men in the patent office pronounc-
ed his invention wholly newnow from any-
thing they hadbad ever seen also the engi-
neers at the capitol building gave as
their opinion that it was a very excel-
lent improvement and a perfect suc-
cess

not one babhas given a reason why it
will not work and the only argument
raised against it isia that it has been la-
bored at ever since feam engines
were first invented many men
have spent their fortunes and lives in
searching after it and people cannot
believe that mr mortonmorion being young
and not a practical mEcmechanichaulehauie has really
found the secret

the simplicity of the invention is al-
most ridiculous and makes one laugh
and wonder why it was never thought
of before it coneonelsts of a ratchet
wheel which takes the place of the
crank over this ratchet wheel runs a
frame in the two sidesside of which are
movable cogs or bawlspawls when the con-
necting rod drives the frame out the
cogs on one side act upon the teeth of
the wheel and carry it half way round
while at the bamefame time the cogs on
the opposite side working in a contra
ry direction when touched by the
teeth of the wheel are thrown out of
the way and the instant they scrape
tho teeth of the wheel theytheythey adjust
themselves by their own weight or by
means of springs and soBO areate ready to
carry the wheel the remaining half
revolution when the connecting rod laia
drawn in thus a revolution is obtained

with every stroke of the piston and no
time is lost

mr morton got up the invention and
demonstrated it in two days and de-
clares that he never thought of it be-
fore in his life in fact hebe neverdever knew
that there was anything wanting in
the crank his surprise can only be
imagined when he found that his bimsimsim-
ple little idea had opened a prospect for
fame and wealth racinebacine Ms
argus

communication between eagland nnaana
eraneefranco

at the recent meeting of the english
mechanics scientific and mechanical
society of manchester the vice presi-
dent mr A Tol hausenhauBen read a paper

on the proposed channel transitstransitaTran sits
in the course of which he briefly des-
cribed the eight difdifferent schemes
brought before the public to improve
international communication one
plan the crudest of them ailali was to
stretch a wire across the channel upon
which cars were to slide to and frofro an-
other proposal equally as ridiculous
was to sink islands at easy distances
and to bridge them over with girdersgirdere
a project which is now prominently
beforebefort the public proposes to drive a
tunnel under the channel bed and a
company has already been formed with
its first object to make a shortashert driftwaydriveway
under the beasea in order to ascertain
whether a tunnel of sufficient dimen-
sions can bo made through the lower
chalk which conconnectsnecta the two
countries underneath the channel
the engineers of this undertaking
mr hawkshaw mr Brunbruu lets MU
thome dode gamond and mrs william
low from some experiment made re-
cently nonponconcludeclude that this can be done
comparatively eabyehy the capital of the
present company has been
privately subscribed lorbior eheuhe experi-
ment and if successfulhulhui the inteinterests
of the present company will be trans-
ferred to a larger one the interest on
capital expended on this project waswad
estimated at 2000 per day audmud the
workingig expenses otof the twenty six
miles of railway would at least bbobaa
1300 per diem another plan of bridg-
ing the straits was to fix strong piers of
iron audand concrete audand then to connect
them the planplau of inaM luttierMut tier exhib-
ited in the french annexeannece of the inter-
national exhibition suggests the coa-
struction of a series of large busedbased cohcon-
ical pipileslesleb each reaureadresting0 g on a rurubblerubbiebulobule bdbed
and sixteen large artificial stone blocks
33 yda x 5 yda x 414 add thick each
which are to be floated over and then
sunk upon the rubblerubbie leaving the in

totobebe filled with rubbrubbie leHOlemoblobio that
the whole would form a bolh circular
base ft at the base audand in
height the submerged parti con
of a sheet iron etleti somsomewhateffia L re-
semblingsem bling a ebohehen of thebethemonoliths contains cubic me-
tres and weighs tonstona and the
spaces would be spanned by tubular
bridges ydadts long the bridge it-
self consists of a tube iuin diameter
constructed of rivet ted wrought iron
platesplate422 in thick nudand braced with tuntub
ular work uheilia whole length being
made in two pieces M maltier in-
tends

in
this monstrous bridge bo ti for

steam and ordinary trammtrafficlu and esti-
mates the whole attit OUO cm
ing to ferry hemesbemesBC we findflud the fore-
most to be the well known proposal of
mr john fowler involving the con-
structionst of large ateamors to carry the
whole trains acnes the straits and
land them safely at the opposite shore
the advantages claimed for tbthisthiaIs
scheme were increased spead audand com-
fort audand asiteife transfer of freight ironage

eemrem IMammIMMM

in montpelier I1 T july and2nd BETSY HUFFRUFFdaughter of jonathan andarld charlotte adamsaged 73 years 9 months and 13 days
deceased was a member in the church of

jesus christ of latter day saints in full faith
and fellowship she boro fourteen children
spent time forthefor the interest of the samebame
andin teaching them to do right went to rest af-
ter a severe illness of about ten tours quitequito
calm and easy finishing her days with a glorious
hope and promise to come forth in the morning
of the first resurrection cowcou

tn provo cita T 9 june mth harrietVIRGINIA wife of W 11 dusenberry in brb ryear she leaves a husbandhusbandybandt three smallchildren and numerous friends to mourn the loss
of her society who are only soothed and sustain-ed by an unfaltering confidence in the restoringagency of the gospel

deceased was born in thothe covenant and her
whole lifo was characterized as a faithful daugh-
ter wife mother and saint coucoilCOM


