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THE CAUSE OF THE
BATTLING BOER

South African Republic In the United

.

()

;

5

g Views of Montagu White, Representative of the
{

g, States,
200000

t. MONTAGU WHITE s the able representative of the SBouth African
Republie In the United States, and, aithough he takes an active part in

the discussion of the situation relative to South Africa, he has done 80
in such o diplomatic manndr as to glve no offense to the United Btates govs
ernment, When there is a diaposition te make political capital out of every
gituation and when the Boer sympathlzers in this countey often (ndulge In un-
Justifiat tacke upon the administration, Mr, White s careful not to be-
' nvolved, To avold such complications he has been obliged to exercise
a gréat deal of diseretion. Mr, White was consul general of the Transvaal
In London provicus to the war, Since It began he has served kls country In
VArlous capacities

He would be taken for an Englishman almost anywhere, and hig name In

dleates English rather than Duteh blood, but then there are many men of Eng

ligh blood who are working and fighting for the Boer cause,
Mr. White wna asked for an interview concerning the military situation in
Bouth Africa. He replied by saying that, not being a military men In any
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MONTAGU WHITE.

way, he was not quite competent to discuss military affairs. Besides, It took
about six weeks for communications from the Transvaa! to reach Mm. Theose
came first to Brussels and were then forwarded to him. Naturally, such come
munications, bearing more particularly upon diplomatic affalrs, did not dise
close military conditions or probable movements,

“The rellef of Kimberley and Ladysmith,' sald Mr. White, “werée not se«
rious reverses for the Boers. It Is because of the effect they have on the
wuvering more than anything else that they are to be regretted, T bellave
there was a minority In the Free State apposed to the war, and there are al-
ways some who determine thelr position according to the success or fallure
of the cause. It was belleved from the beginning that we must at one tima
or another fall back upon our strongholds in the Transvaal, Our resources
are excellent, We had supplles of arms and provisions, both for offense und
defense. That set apart for offenge has not yet been exhausted, and the de-
fensive stores have not yet been drawn upon. It s quite plain that the Boers
can make & gtrong defensive campaign and extend the war for a long time.

“Time 18 of great Importance to g, The longer we hold the Britigsh foroes
in check the greater opportunity there (s for something to happen which will
help us and embarrase the Englieh, Who can tell what may occur In Afghan-
istan? Not long ago there was a Uttle furry on the Canadlan border at Es-
quimalt. Possibly that did not amount much, but it showed how many
things may occur which might trouble Great Britain

While T do not know what (8 to be the plan of campalgn, 1 should think
that there will be no stubborn reslstance to the Britlsh advance before it
reaches the nelghborhood of Pretoria, although a sufficlent force will be In the
field ut all times to make it impossible for the Britigh to move forward with

any spetd. They where resistance can be
made."

Mr

will have to fight at every point

White was asked If it were llkely that the Boers would have any force

in fortified places to resist and possibly come behind the Britlsh lUnes.
His reply was; “The Boers, being In a ridiculous minority, would be In
danger of being outflanked by Roberts, and, while it might hold some of his

army In check for a Ume, It would not meet the actusl purposs, and a portion

of the army left to hold a place in A country practically left 1o the enemy
would he captured, as was Cronje’ rmy. Probably the first resistance of any
dimensior il be made at the Vaal river. There are natural lines of defense
it thix nelghborhoed. Even here the Boers muay find It advantageous to with-
draw, for the large army of Roberts might be able to ontflank them, Pretorla
in the Impregnable position of the Boers, and here the resistance of the Boers
will not only stubborn, but effective

The advanes of Buller i# o very difficuit one compared to the advance of

Roberts, b s 1he
fs conslderad an almost fnsurmountaile
will be ahle to oheck effsctually a

thers rampart of the Drakenberg range, which
barrier. In that country a small foree

uch larger one of the enemy.

NEtUTA

Our maln forces will be concentrated (n the Transvaal, while smaller ones
will harass 1} idvance and check the enemy. Cold weather will soon be very
trying to the forces of the Dritish en the high veldt, The seasons have a
great effect upon the camparigns. The men must live in ténta In bad weather,
which will make it very uncomfartable for them

[ have been oriticlsed for saying that Johanneshurg would probably be de-
gtrovel! preliminary to the defense of Pretoria. Of course, when war o¢-

) ther taln lawe to be observed, and there should not be a needlosy
destructlon «f property, Johannesburg, on account of ity proximity to Pretoria,

in ¢ ent Lase of attack for the British, It will furnish barracks
and quarts storehouses and a most favorabls base of supplies. 1f left intact,
i w 11 t ympilgn most comfortable and charming for the British
The bt ings would be used for the soldiers, thus aveiding tents and other
CAMp ACCeAs! if you are at war, you cannot provide cozy corners for your
enemies 1 neg of a ¢ity as a military necessity |8 not a rare occur-
rar It | s peon regarded as a legitimate means of defenss, Ev-
Iv knows that Moscow was burned for that reason, It was a desperate,
but hLer ndertaking and accomplished the purpose, The burning of the

tCapit nd a part of thig city of Washington in 1814, on the ather hand, was

d thed the English historian O e n8 4 Jiegraceful and wanton act, 1
£ ! 1 Hoere can b I 1o furnish the British with a very
pleasant ! with all the n t r prosecuting a slege within such a
short tal from the capital where t ain defense 18 to be made

nt matter for the | now 2 time. The longer they hold
out will become the sympnthy with the Boers in al' parts of the
Unit The people of the United States naturally gympathize with the
oppressed, nnd under prolonged oppression their sympathles will rise, Even

now this feeling of sympathy Is m ng in strength, But | think there 18 noth-
Ing 1ike o wel] organiged eampaler t! behalf.”

Mr. White's sitention was eallcd {0 the recent ct.onstrations in England
on 8. Datrick's day, when the English people outdld the Irish in the “"wWears
fng of the green

“England will not succeed in the Irieh by the demonstration™
he said. “but It will naturally enthuss the poldiers, The Irish members of par-
Hument and the priests will not be cought by the shadow., They will sUll sgt-
tate for the sutstance.

“Whutever may be the outcome of the war," sald Mr, White, “It will have
A yery hing effect, JU Wil tend t engthen the military power of Eng-
land. 1t will for & time consolidat ipire, but 1 think It is bound to have
a divintegrating effect, It will give problema that will be difficult to

will make demands that cannot
The Inevitable tendency will be t

solve, The colonles, knowing their =t gl
be compiled with by the home government

ward the Independence of the coln nd i1t will be difficult to check this
“In Engiand iteelf this war Is b ty have unexpected results. Under the
influen { vellow journats and Cr the chardcter of the English seems

to be underguing & change, &nd that for the There will be & ryde
awakening some day.”
Washington, D. €,

JOTTINGS FROM EVERYWHERE.

worse

s i

Senator Beveridge 1n to gpend his nex cent villa on Coney Taland, He has
pacation abroad, when he will make s ready bought the ground, engrged dn
our of Germany, England, France and | hitect and deposited FO.000 with a
aly, trust company for the minencement

H;'puﬂf‘nlaﬂ\i Jeterson M. Levy of | of the work
New York, who owns Monticello, the Itev, Dr, Curtis, the pastor of the Mount
yome of Thomas Jefferson, says that he | Auburn Presbyterian church at Clnoeir
naintains It Vin keeping with its distin has been devoting his ¢} ,
puished traditions.” es to the especlal intergst of street

Tod Slonne |8 going to pulld & mag- | rallway employees The Clncinnatt'’
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A HERO OF LADYSMITH.

When the British were shut up In La~
dyamith, thelr only means of communi-
catlon with the outside world was by
hellograph and the native runner, It
was no ¢asy thing for these Kaffir run-

night, and the risk they ran can easily

be imagined. Any black carrylng let-
ters from the beleaguered garrison
knew well enough what was in store
for him If he bappened to be captured,

but, notwithstanding this, there was
many a black skinned hero ready
to carry the messages of his white
masters, The accompanying pleture

shows “Jumes"” Molife, a native runner
who succeeded at a groat risk In ¢ross-
ing the Boer lines no less than three
times during the slege.

A PRIMITIVE POSTOFFICOR,
Here I8 a pleture of probably the

emallest and most primitive postoffice
n the world, It was established by
Colonel Anderson, who was In command
of the Prieska column In South Africa
m the march to the rellef of Kimberley
This postoffice {8 nothing more than an
old shell box, with a lid and padiock at-
tached, and was put up along the line

i T

of march at Schilderspan, ten miles
from Howwater. Crude n2 ls this little
postofice, all soldlers’ letters dropped
into jt are sure of dellvery, since the
stamp of the imperial authorities has
been put on one end of the little box,
AN OLD METHOD OF DISCIPLINE,
The nineteenth century soldier Is a
much better treated man than was his
predecessors of a hundred years ago
The oppressive and often brutal cone

of the last century may be Judged from
gome of the practices then prevalent for
breaking In obstreperouz members of
an “awkward squad.,” The accompany-
Ing Mustration shows a wooden horee
formerly uged to punish refractory sol-
diers. The unhappy culprit was set
astride thig steed, with & musket at-
tachéd to each foot

THE PRINCESS OF WALES INYOUTH
Besides being the recognized leader of
the aristooracy of Great Britaln, the
Princess of Wales 15 ulso looked upon
A one ol th
beautiful
women in Fng-
land. Buat the
Princess of
Wales s uo
longer o young
wWoman, sine
for some time
now she has
been o grand-
mother and has
had the cures of
R Very larye
family on her
tall and regal
shoulders, Just
futare kKing of
when she was

most

wife
!U(‘k' ’

whaut
England 1
young woman may be judged from the
accompanying lttle pleture, which was
made shortly after her marriage,
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ners to gteal through the Boer lines by |

NHAPPY India s onca more
writhing {n the throes of famine
Had England heeded the advice
of General Lord Roberts, who i3
now leading her troops n South Afriea,
there might have been no starving mil-

RETVRUAL,

THE FAMINE IN INDJj
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the annual “monsoon burst” will come
and bring with it ite usual deluge of
raln.

In this opulent country of ours it
geemns Impossible to believe the heart-
rending storles of armies of emaciated

FAMILIAR SCENE IN THE

wealth, ruled by Queen Vietoria, over
this land of magio and oriental myster ¥,
the black ghadow of famine hangs por-
petually., Yet the soll {8 fertile. More
than 200 kinds of graln are grown there:
in fact, every crop in the werld can be
ralsed in Indla, RBot the vast, averpop-
ulated country I8 subject to the viclys!-
tudes of cllmate, From the snow of the
Himalayas to the fertile deltas of the
south the entire country depends on
ralnfall, Thete are over 5000,000 acres
of wheat growing country In central In-
dla, Ninety per gent of the entiré pops
ulation is agricultural, The land, how-
ever, i& not held hy the people, but large
tracts are controlled and cultlvated by
the Britigh government, The “man with
the hoe" In India owns nothing, 'These
laborers live nowhers, or, rather, live
anywhere, They go from place to
place, taking porsgession of this hut
or that, as the spirit moves them
The Nttle farms are usually only
three or four neres In extent and
are leased to the native agriculturist for
one geason, after which he tries his
hand on & new farm, If the seaxon |¥
good, the natives make enough to sup-
port their family, which ls always a
prolific one, pay thelr taxes, which ars
not large, and pérhaps save a few an

nag.  But If the raln holds off they huve
to face starvation. Having no homes
and no bold upon the goll, the first in-
stinet of these poor creatures In a time
of famine Is to descend on the large
citles, In the famines of 1876, as In that

of the following year and that of 1878
this was Invarlably the case, The road-
gides swarmed with emunoiated men
and women and starving children,
Although the English government (a-
sued imperative orders that all cases of
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llons in the Indlan empiré at the pres.
ent um

Ten years ago, when Lord Roberts
wa# the military administrator of the
greatl Asiatic colony of England, be

foresaw the ever threatening danger of

8 fallure of the food supply among
those teeming milllons of blacks and
suggested a means gf obvlating, or at

least diminlehing, such a danger.

The plan Roberts suggesied was for
the government to establish a large
nu bey { --‘:»zgvn'ﬁ_\' hospitals and
food distributing depots, The hospitals
were called for hecause pestilence als
ways walked In the wake of famine.
Although Roberts was at the tlme one

duet of the old fashioned drill sergeant |

|

of the cabinet advisers to Lord Dufferin,
thie viceroy, his suggestions were not
wecepted, and the blacks were left to
thelir fate

The latest dispatches from Indla re-
port that mililons of natives are dy-
ng In thaot intry from starvation,
Streams are dried up, the crops have
failed utterly, children have been aban.
1 edl. 1

n and women are lying about,
Uk, starving in their pit-
nd there |8 every reason to
that this terrible condition wil

weak to w
1411 "
e lleve

The ordipary Boer I8 a very clever and Ingenious Individual, as has been
| shown time and time again during the present South African campaign
| of the most recent proofs of this was the remnants of a Boer bullet proof bed
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fransportation to employecs and thelr
familive to and from the church
Juhn H, Reagan Texns, ths sole
VILg member the Copnfederats
cabinet, s wrillng his recollections of

the vil war, He knew Jeflerson Davis
and the other southern leaders of 1861-6
better than any other man now alive
Professor John Popkin was
professor of Gie arvard some
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HOW 00M PAUL SIGNS HIS NAME.

pIBLL . 5 pan

Here is the autograph of President Kruger of the South African Republie,
sent it o Amorica observed, “by the pres-

arvat in the world

}
keep up until perhaps even Jute, when | Over this anclent country of fabled

A BOER'S BULL ET PROOF BED.

ig the burghers In that laager, when unpleasantly menaced by British
builets, had furnished himself with @ very eafs and comfortable bed by simply
taking one of the small iron mining trucks of the place and overturning it

ABANDONED BABIES AT VmgL

> STATION

Ixnul fighting among themselves for the
stray kernels that fall In the dust.

One

British, Some Inspired sharpshooter

everal other great men, Oom Paul's

nickname, which he accepted a8 a4 mat-
ter of course from the students; but,
hearing {t on one occasion from & man
i dapper, jaunty, unacademic aspect,

Professor Popkin  exclalmed: "What
right has that chap to call me ‘0Ol
Pop™ He len't a student of Harvard

college.”

It |2 stated on the authority of those
who have undergone the experience
that people burled allve In an avalanche

yvears ¢go, and he was not without a  hear distinetly every word uttered by

COWS THAT WEAH SPECTACLES,

The idea of cows wearing spectacles
seems most ridiculous, Nevertheless,
there are cows that do wear spectacles,
and they may be seen on the plains or
steppes of Russia, which are covered
with gnow gix months of the year.

The cows subsist on the tufts of grass
which crop above the snow, and the |
rays of the sun on the snow are so daz.
zling as to cause blindness, To obviate
this it occurred to & kind hearted man |
to provide the cattle with smoke colors |
ed spectacles,

those who are seeking them, while the |

maost strenuous ghouts of the former
fall to penetrate even a few feet of |
snow, ‘

A Weashington mill has taken an or-
der from the United States government |
for 500,000 feet of cedar for use at Ma-
nila, says The Misslssipp! Valley Lum-
berman, The firet government bulidings '
were built of fir, hut the white ants
which infest that country ate It with |
apparent relish and with so disastrous |

people following after the grain earts | destitution be reported to the proper | rainfall of ti

authorities and fixed fines upon mayors
and councils permitting deaths by star-
vation in their distrlets these methods

"STARVING ROADSIDE
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EASTER IN KING MENELIK'S COUNTRY.

AN INDIAY

WATER
CARDILR

BEGCARS

An Abyseinlan Easter Is a very strange sight.

lows many days of the severest fasting and, in fact,
The Abyssinian clergy then afficially ans

nepce,

Christ to the emperor, who sits, supported by form, 0 th
red and gold mats, The tent js put up on & large platform,
d populace.

may look out over the assemble

effect to the buildings that cedar will
be substituted, It belng claimed that the
ants will not attack cedagr, It Is also
clalmed by some that hemlock 1 ant-
proof. Should this fact be proved, the
question of & market for hemlock would
be solved,

It 18 stated that the cost of & 12 inch
breechloading gun, with its disappear-
ing carrlage, amounts to $140,000, and
ench shot {8 fired at an expenditure of
$560. Yet a single shell accurately aim-
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