
THE DESERET WEEKLY
up beausbeans naturally appeared on
the scena one trait of fathers
which surprised sCstrangersrangers not a lit-
tle was his excellent memory for
names faces and I1incidentsUCid tints when
he met john smith say for the
first time his inquiries were often-
times so searching so minute as to
every member of smiths family
as well as his history ndmd progeny
tors that ever after no matter if
years elapsed he could readily re-
call every one of the numerous
smithssmithe and ask kindly after each
one this information was some-
times obtained from outside friends
but it was always obtained

especially was he particular about
those who came to associate with
his children young men were
closely questioned and scrutinized
on one occasion just as he was
stepping into his carriage hha3 saw
a strange you nor man about to enter
the house gate I1instantly the flood
of usual questions was poured out
upon the embarrassed youth ap-
parentlypatentlyly not quit i satisfied with the
answers given father asked abrup-
tly

are you a mormononVy
well 11 floundered the lad whose

parentsaunts had taken him away fromchutah auan 1 the church when a child
but whose longing for the lovealoved
scenes of childhood hadbad brought
him back when a man slightly
father burst into his quietguiet mellowmellow
laugh and often afterwards in
speaking of the young man whose
name was scipio kenner would
jocosely call him skippie sinnerdinner

one night there happened to be
about eight or teu couples most of
whom were already engaged lovers
now as walking in the street was
out of the question and as the par-
lor was the only resort it was found
ta be averya very uunsatisfactory place for
a lover who woul 1 ifithehe could whis
per sweet nothings or even venture
to steal an arm about his sweetheart
put it to yourself could you be un-
reservedly happy ifi every time youyott
cast a loving look or offered a slight
caress there were eighteen pairs of
disinterested eyes observing the per-
formancefor mance mi batelynil tely eighteen voices
to twit you in a gradual scale of
ridicule I1 never knew who made
the proposition on that particular
sunday night but certain it was
that in the course of the evening the
one large lamp on the controcentre table
was discreetly lo10lowered a trifle wwhileh ile
around it in a close barricade stood
a small army of books shocked no
doubt to find themselves so ignoll
bously stood upon end ani compell-
ed to stand witnesses to the love
scenes enacted in ten convenient
corners and winlow recesses of the
darkened room

very charming no doubt but
some stray wind carried a whiff of
what was going on in the parlor
to the presidents ear less than
half an hour of the happy gloom
had been enjoyed before the parlor
door quietly opened and on the
threshold lighted candle in hand
stood father without saying a
word he walked slowly and delib-
erately up to the first couple hold
ing his candle down in their very

faces looked keenly at them then
to the next couple repeating hisbis
former scrutiny and HOgo on clear
around the room not a word said
he but pulling down the scandal
iced books antiand rg them grave-
ly in their places he turned on the
full blaze of the lamp and walked
quietly out of the room

Asasaa physiological fact of the
fifty six children born to brigham
youngoung not one was halt lame or
blind all being perfect in body and
of sound mind and intellect no de-
fects of mind or body save those gen-
eral ones shared by humanity the
boys are a sound iealthy indus-
trious and intelligent group of men
noted everywhere for their integrity
and for the excellent care and atten-
tion bestowed upon their families
in short the name young is a sy
noname of a good kind faithful
husband among them are mer
chants lawyers a railroad king a
banker an architect a civil engi-
neer and a manufacturer one of
them is a colonel in the united
states army while several have
graduated from the annapolis naval
school and from the ann arbor law
school

the girls are finely developed

electphysically quick and bright in in-
tellecttelle ct high spirited and often tal-
ented especially in a musical way
A few of them were beautiful girls
and are still handsome women all
are nice girls kind in dispostdispositionton
generousonerous and social in their naturesanfnin short outside of one or two of
either sex they are a family that
any mauman might well be proud to
call his own this tois given by way
of argument not boasting

in describing the family of brig-
ham young I1 have in the main de-
scribed the large polygamous fami-
lies of heber C kimball daniel
H wells orson pratt and others
who are or have been our leading
men with the various differences of
character and mind naturally in-
herited by the various children

the women or wives 91 as they
were affectionately termed of these
various families undoubtedly saw
heartaches and sad hours do they
not suffer lotlet me ask in monogamy
our trbrothersothers were the pioneers in
this new order of things sni they
bhailai I1 no exexperiencesperlenees of elders to guguideide
them norrien I1 ly voice to say here
did I1 stumble take beed lest ye too
fall yet they were sustained by
the knowledge that their sorrows
were such as broadebroadenedtied and deep-
ened the channels of their beings
and their tears watered into exist-
ence the lovely flowers otof unselfish-
ness and charity

tnin saying this I1 would not imply
that the wives were at all the
meek humble slaves one might in-
fer anyone who thinks so is at
liberty even at this day to examine
the curves of aunt T Iss mouth
observe the glitter of aunt E B

eyes listen to the two elded sharp-
ness of aunt H Iss tongue to
mark the proud poise of aunt
A s head the firm lines of my
mothers aunt Z 19s L s and
H B a faces nay many were
the thrusts given sometimes ma-
liciouslylicious ly anon recklessly often

while misunderstand-
ings were otof frequent oeoccurrencecurrence
but the one retreat of silence and
prayer the general rule of forget
and forgive added to the wisemon
ductocduct of the husband who sympa-
thized with none or with all alike
made it possible for the brave hearts
to overcome their own weakness
and selfishnessselfish ness

the polygamous women of utah
know the value of the experience
they have gained and to a woman
would refuse to exchange places
with any other be she queen upon
her throne or supposed sole queen
of her husbands heart

one of my well loved friends hadbad
a happy contented family in which
were three wives and many chil-
dren this in the good old bays of
yore and he laid justice to the
line antiand righteousness to the plum-
met in the management of his do
bestic affairs so equally and well
were his attentions and timedivided
that few except intimate friends
knew which was first and which
was last wife I1 have tratraveledvelea with
him and his first wife and have
noted with pleasure hisbis constant at-
tention to all her wishes and wants
refined reserved yet courteous to
all he was to his wife tenderness
itself nothing could exceed the
sweet gentleness with which this
father of twenty babies watched and
guarded every separate bit of hu-
manity that came near him I1 have
been with this man too when htbito

first enjoyed the companionshipcompanionsbip of
a young beautiful bride nota whit
more devoted or tender was he to
hettmanhex than he had been and was to
the cherished wife of several years
indeed that would have been im-
possible for he was to each and
every oneoneallall that a true affectionate
husband could be this samesam friendefriend
has many bright beautiful children
on one occasion a stranger casually
asked a little girl playing in the
dooryarddoor yard

where does your fathers first
wife live

1 I dont know truthfully ans-
wered the child she had never
heardbeard a word said about first or last
wife in her whole life

some people who are violently
opposed to polygamy are fond of re-
lating stories about the cruelty men
are guilty of to their wives an
incident in this mansmanisman Is fam-
ily will serve to show the 14 black-
crow P foundation upon which most
of these stories are built he and
his three wives are all great romps
A candy pulling could never take
place without liberal quantities of
the soft stuff going down so
neck while hair hungbung
in great coils of candledcandied sweetness
before the fracas was over practical
jokes were of frequent occurrence
and one drop of water was the sig-
nal for pail fuls to follow on one
occasion a dipperful of water began
the romp and at last all three wives
united in one grand assault to1 rett
even with their liege lord 71hee
was a man of large stature with
sinews of steel whereupon he
clasped his strong arms around all
thahnert e and by shsheereer force of muscle
dragged the whole struggling laugh
ing group to the pump outside the


