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| NAX. Trisuse, .!J..thﬂ} MI, I was atdit d'pngc Lr-
/ v L est desire Lo to the wisd patri-
THE - SQAGI:‘ - wtism of Congréss the op y "{l'li‘_tlﬂ.-
T the House of Representatives 1ng occasions of bitter and angzy dissensions
among the people of the United States.

of the Uniled Staless . o

11 auswer to a resolution of that bedy, passe

o't the 3lst of December last, the agcompany-
iag repoarts of heads of depariments, which
»ontain all the official inforination in the pos-
scasion of the Executive asked for'by the
reanlution. - % | i Fies |

On coming into office, I found the military
cymmandaat of the department of California
exercising the fanctions of civil governor in
that Territory; and lefl, as I Er,.h act un-
der the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, with-
oitt the aid of any legislative provision
r&tablishinz & government in, that Territory, |
I thopght it best not to disturb that arrange- |
ment, made uader my predecessor, uatil Con-
griess should take some astion on that subject,
i thareiare did not interiere with the powers
of the militaty commandant, who continued
to exergise the fhiactions of eivil governof as
béfore, but T made no such appointment, con-
f-reed np such authority, and have ullowed
na increased compensation to the command-
aut Tar his services.

With a view to the faithful exeeution of
the treaty, so far ag lay in the power of the
Executive, and to enable Congress to act al
the present segsion, with as full knowledge
and as little difliculty as possible on all mat-
ters of interest in these Territories, I sent the
Hon. Thomas Butler King ag bearer of des-
patehes to California, and certain officers to
California and New Mexico, whose duties
are particularly defined in the accompanying
letters of instrociion addressed to them sever-
ally by the proper departments,

[ did not hesitate to express to the Ecnple
of those Torritorics my desire that each Ter-
ritory should, if prepared to comply with the
requisitions of tite constitution of the United
States, form a plan of a State constitution,
and subsnit the same to Congress, with a

rayer for admission into the Union asa State;
gull did not anticipate, suggest, or author-
ize the establishment of any such govern-
raent without the assent of Congress, nor did
{ authorize any govermment agent or officer
to interfere with or exercise any influnence or
eontrol aver the election of delegates, or over
any convention, in making or modifying their
domestie institutions, or any of the provis-
ions of their proposed constitution, On the
contrary, the instruetions Eiven by my orders
were, that all measures of domestic policy ad-
opted by the people of California must origi-
nite snﬁaly with themselves; that while the
Kixecutive of the United States was desirous
to protect them in the formation of any gov-
ernment republican in its character, to be at
the proper time submitted to C s, yet it
was to be distinctly understood that the plan
of guch a government most at the same time
be the result of their own deliberate choice,
and griginate with themselves, without the
interference of the Executive. |

[ am unable t» give any inforination as to
lawa passed by any supposed government in
(‘1lifornia, or of any census taken in either of
the Territories mentioned in the resolotion,
a3 [ have na information on those subjects.

As already stated, I have not disturbed the,
arrangements which [ found had existed un-
der my predecessor.

In adviging an early applicalion by the
poople of these Territories for admisgion as
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~ Under the ¢
tranamit to the [ouse of REﬁmSﬂﬁ]ﬁﬁwt‘ |

- W}f State has
T establishing, from tuse to
E&E-ﬂtﬂmg’ 1ts miiici 2 laws and duties-
tic ipstitutious, independently of every other

' State and of the general government, subject

only to the prohubitions and guirkntics €xs
pressly set forth in the coustitation of the
United States
sively to the respective States, were not de:
signed or expected to become topics of na-
tution, Congress has power to make all need-
fil rules and regulations respéctiny tae Ter-
ritories of t.hTm United States, cvery new ac-
Lthe question whéﬂ the system of involun-

States should or ghould not be prohibited in
that Territory. The periods i excilement
from this cause whieh have heretclore oc-
curred, have been safely passed; but during
the interval, of whatever length, which mnay
elapse before the admission of the Terntories
ceded by Mexico as States, it appeara proba-
ble that similar excitement will prevail to an
undue extent.

Under these circumstances, I thought, and
still think, that'it was my duty to endeavor
to put it in the power of Congress, by the ad-
mission of Califormia and New Mexico as
States, to remove all occasion fir the unnec-
essary agitation of the public mind.

It 15 understood that the peopl: of the weg-
tern part of California have formed a plan of
a State constitution, and will soon submit the
same to the judgmentof Congress, and apply
for admission as a Btate. This cowse on
their part, though in accordance with, was
not adopted exelusively in consequence of
any expression of my wishes, inasmuch as
meagures tending to this end Lad been pro-
moted by the ofhcers sent there by iy prede-
cessor, and were already in active progress of
execution before any comumunication from
me reached Califorma. 1If the proposed con-
gtitution shall, when submitted to Congress,
be found to be in compliance with the requi-
gitions of the constitution of the United
States, 1 earnestly recomnmend that it may
receive the sanction of Congress.

The part of California not included in the
proposed State of that name, is believed L be
uninhabited, except in a settlement of cur
countrymen in the vicinity of Salt Lake.

A claim has been advanced by the State of
Texas toa very large portion of the most pop-
ulous district of the 'Iraorr_itary, comnmonly de-
signated by the name of New Mexico. If
the people of New Mexico had furmed a plan
of a State government for that Territory, as
ceded by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo,
and had been admitted by Congress as a
State, our constitution wouid have afforded
the means of obtaining an adjustment of the
question of boundary with Texas by a judi-
cizl decision. At present, however, no ju-
dieial tribunal has the power of deciding that
quest on and it remaing for Congress Lo de-
vise son.e mode for its adjustmment. Mean-
while T submit to ress the question,
whether it would be expedient before such
adjustment to establish a territorial govern-
i eat, which, by mcluding the disunct ¢o
claired, would praetically ﬁecidﬂ the ques-
tion adversely to the Btate of Texas, or, by
excluding it, would decide it in her favor—

.. -The gubjects thus 1¢ft exclu-
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: laws, ‘eriginatly de-
rived from Mexico, and have o nulitary foree
stalioned there to protect them against the
Indians. 1t is undoubtedly true that the
property, lives, liberties, and relwion of the
pevple of New Mexico, are better protected
than they evér were befure the treaty of

cetsion, :

Should Congtess, when Califernia shall
present herself for incorporation into the Un-
ion, annex a condition to her.admission as «
State &ﬂ'ﬂcﬁn&:;r domestic itutions con-
trary to the es of her people, and even
col

her temporarily to comply with it,
yet the Etnte cougog change her constitation
at any time after ission, when toher it

. should seem expedient. Any attempt to de-

tary servitude which prevails in many of the By tothe pegple of the@late the right of self

government, in a matter which peculiarly af-
fects themeelveg, will infallib!y be regarded
by themag an invasion of their rights; and,
u{mn the principles lnid downin our own de-
claration of inde pendence, they will certanly
be susiained by the great mese of the Amen-
can people. To assert that they mve a con-
quergd poople, and must, 25 a Stote, stbmit
to the will of their eonguérors, 10 this regard,
will meet with no ‘eordizl responge minonsy
Amerigan freemen. 'Great nuwbers of them
are native citizens of the United Blates, and
not infé rior to the rest of our countsymén in in-
telligence and patriotism; and ne luiguage of
menace fo resteain them in the exercise of an
undoubted right] substantially guarantied (o
them by the treaty of cession itself, shall ever
be uttered by me, or encouraged and sus-
tained by personis acting underiny authority.
It is to be expected that, in the residue of the
Territory ceded to us by Mexieo, the people
residing there will, ‘at the time ¢f their in-
corporation into the Unign as a State, eettle
all questions of domestic policy to guit them-
selves,

No material inconvenience will result from
the want, for a short pericd, of 2 governgent
established by Congress over that past of the
Temtory which lies eastward of the new
State of California; and the reasons for my
opinisn that New Mexico will, at no very
distant period, ask for admission into the Un-
ion, are founded on unofficial information,
whieh, I suppose,is commen to all who have
cared to make inquiries on that subject.

Secing, then, that the question which now
exeites such painful sensations in the couatry
will, in the end, certainly be settled by tie
gilent effect of causes independent of the we-
tion of Congress, I again submit to your wis-
dom the policy recommended in my arnual
message, of awaiting the salutary opetation
of those cauges, believing that we shall thus
avoid the creation of geograplhical parties,
and secure the harmony of feeling so neceg-
sary to the benefiical action of our political
gystem. Conneeted, as the Unicn is, with
the remembrance of past happinese, the cense
of present blessings, and the hepe of future
peace and prosperity, every dictate of wisdoni,
every feeling of duty, and every emction of
patrict:sa, tend to inspire fidelity and deyo-
tion to it, and a‘monish ue cauticusly to avgid
any unnecessary controversy which can e-
ther endanger it or inpair its strength, the
chir {elament of which is to be found in tha
regard.and affection of the peopie fior each
other. Z. TAYLOX,

Weashington; Jan. 21, 1850,




