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santiago de cuba aug 5 18981398
it would be hardbard to find an odder

state of things than exist in this three
century old town entirely un amerlameri
can in aspect and conditions its archi-
tecture as moorish as anything in
morocco and its narrow crooked up-
hill streets reeking with vile odors and
filth of every description it is at pres-
ent about the most cosmopolitan city
on the hemisphere soldiers are every-
where spanish cuban and americanamiAmk rican
and in the latter army all the nations
of the earth axeare represented walkalk
ing the distance of a block you may
meet officers of every rank and artprevi-
ous

vi
condition handsome young apollos

in private uniform some of them the
sons of millionaires titled spaniardsSpanards
sulky cubans lepers and beggars of
both sexes and all colors and to en-
counter a corpse or two stretched
across the sidewalk or lying on its face
in a doorway is no uncommon occur-
rence the cadaver may lie there torfor
hours before attention is paid to it
not that people have become entirely
luindifferentdIfferent to death but because nod
polled in these parts has always nad

habit of sleeping in the sun conse-
quently nobody notices when here and
there among the wretched throng one
enters the eternal slumber passing
along watersidewater side street at
any hour of the day or night you may
aeesea a thousand outstretched momotiontion
leas figures their ragsrage drawn over
their faces and should vou examine
them closely you would doubtless lind
among them some bodies tenantless of
a soul As to the lepers let m tell
you one little circumstance character-
istic of the place everywhere in cuba
lepersapers roam the streets without let or
hindrance there are two or three
hospitals for them in cuba but no law
to compel their isolation about forty
lepers however were corralled in sanhan
alago hospital civil until after the bat-
tles of july and 2ndand when the
hospitals were needed for the wounded
18spanish soldiers all the sick who
could crawl were ordered out into the
streelis4 to make room for the victimsvictimis
of zanwar the lepers were evictedevieted with
the throne in the watersidewater side street
begging almsallu from passersby and re-
ceiving food from the red CrossCros ottensoften
directly from the hands of our ladles

in its best estate santiago lacked
every sanitary feature and now after
two months of siege crowded with
the off otof all the burrousurround-
ing

ad
region the sick the wounded the

diseased and cargoes of rotting ststuffrbeingipg dumped ashore from ships long
decayed in the harbor the city Is a8
veritable pestholepest hole filed with stenches
that absolutely stagger one decayed
fruit dead dogs cats and mules all
manner of filth and carrion lies wher-
ever itr happened to fall festering tnin the
sun aand rain to quickly become sta mass
of livingeving wriggling abomination A
peculiarity of this hot moist ciliate is
the rabidity with which
takesfakes place and the certainty that with-
out greatest care maggots will breed
in diseased flesh a fact ands un-
told horrors to hospital work

between military rule and a queerly
mixed I1spanishirals and american civil ad
xesttaI1 on antiagos bubuttriss affairs

t arartr decdecidedlyideAr complicated mostmoot of
thi of the former TOVgov

itt haye been retained to
uunbounded indignation ofabamcubans those ministers

4

they say were never chosen
ly the citizens of santiago but bete
forced upon them by the queen of
spain they have been fighting this
very thing for thirty years and after
the victoryic tory they naturally expected an
other government with officials of their
own choo kAng still more dissatisfac-
tion has arisen from the administra-
tion of port affairs which were never
in a worse condition when spain held
undisputed sway to begin with the
same port officials are retained a cu-
ban at the head who does not speak a
word of english assisted by three
spanish venuesrevenuesrr officers therefore the
american merchantmenmerchantmanmerchantmen who are un
acquainted with the language find it ex-
tremely difficult to do business at all
the harbor Is crowded with vessels
filled wih american goods which can
not be landed because the army haspre emptied all the wharves and light-
ers A fair sample of that phase of
the situation is the steamer philadel-
phia on which I1 came she expected
to discharge her important commissioncommissI1 on
at this port in three days time and be
ready to return she has now been here
nine days and will doubtless have to
wait as many more before all her cargo
can be takertaken ashore in the one lighter
which she is able to occasionally secure
for a few hours service in normal

there are plenty of lighters in
santiago harbor but just nonoww the all
powerful military are using them and

to let one go whatever valuable
cargoes may be sispoilingpolling never was
mortal man mozemore unpopular than gen-
erale Obchatterafter afloat and ashore with
both Spailish and american merchants
the cal bains of all vessels that visit theport as well as with the intelligent
citizens and the soldiers to a man the
wonder is that some bullet aimed by
a vengeful hand does not cut short his
career in these lawless times as he
rolls about town in his carriage or his
great bulk is carried from camp to
camp on a litter men are dying by
hundreds because of crim-
inal neglect and naturally to the chief
officer on the spot is attributed a good
deal that properly belongs to distant
surgeon general sternberg among
other things shatters action in regard
to port chaiclis is severely criticized it
was behlU eved that when santiago be-
came an american port the exorbitant
duties exexactedacted by spaspain1In would be aboabol-
ished

I1

peoplepe ople were perishing here for
everything in the line of food and other
riftap of life what then was the
surprise of the american merchantsmerchant
who understood to supply a part of the
demand to find when they reached
santiago that they must pay an aver-
age of per cent ad valoremvaloree on
every the same old spanish
charges which furnishedlurnished the cubans
with their main cause for rebelling
the merchantsts appealed to gen shat-
ter

shaf-
ter and he told them in plain terms
that they must pay the extortionate
charges or leave the port without un-
loading end be d d quick about it
tootoot many did the latter and the few
who remanremainedcd found themselves encom-
passed by difficulties the captains
tendered drafts in payment of the un-
expected duties but the port officialsrrfused the drafts and demanded
american gold again was the milimilitary
autocrat appealed to and again shat-
ter upheld the spanish custom officials
and in his usual pointed style becom
mended the united states merchantmenmerchantmanmerchantmen

1 to a ilace that tola warmer if
ned with the dolopdo fira in this of course

allal this interferes greatly with businebusloeH
and is a serious loss to many peapeopled
bankers and wealthy merchants in baft racs
tiago who are willing to honor methe vi
drafts of american houses to ax
amount are at present unable to do scgo via
han ing shippedshir ped their gold for safety totd ja

pain and jamaica the local meri tlchants th ough eager to purchase the j
american cargoes that axeare now in the na
harbor hesitate to do so fearing thethat aj

when the old time duties axeare 7
dished thetheyy will have to clis
pose of the goods at heavy loselam p

it slakesshakes the confidence otof
of the citizens in their american 3

friends at the outset they cannot un tit
derstand why the united states shouldaid i
maintain the same extortionate duties
which led to the waxwar against SpatalCy
especially at a time when starvation v
is abroad in cuba thus hundreds 4- 4
families of the better class who axeare ss
not yet destitute enough to seek char i

ity are prevented by shatters actionfrom supplying themselves with foodfancy the steamboat passengers be-
ing

bei-
ner obliged unexpectedly to
two or three weeks in this poverty t

fever infested town
those who desire to board on the

vessel ancanchoredbored a mile or two out in
the bay may do so at the rate of 4
per di- ndayn as long asa s supplies holdout
and may go ashore whenever they like 41
unless quarantine intervenes by paying Z

the customary boat charge of so50 centa 4
each way there are two swell clatos
in santiago american and A

where men may live if rich enough
besides several tiendastien das or low
restaurants which demandind high d
prices torfor poorest food even the pst
zenszens ordinarily so hospitable are tw A
poor sinceainee the long war tobo ente I1

guests and therefore the travel
without alenty of scrip in his puraeia
ffindsnd S himself in the condition of thoc I1
son of manmam without where to layjay lthta
head one of the philadelphianPhilaPhIledelphias
gers a huge joke on him

Z

self tiring of steamship faretakareharehAhthought he would try a change ashashoreax
andaad saidald to his fellow sufferers Qs
clemen I1 amain going to town to get a
square meal who will join he

fortun bitely for his pocketbookpockett book no
body accepted the invitation having
heard that the clubs were eapenexpensive
he did not patronize either of ilbut went to a modest res 1 l
ordered suchauch a mewameial as would cost f
the united states about 50 cents to
sure some essentials were I1

1

butter of course was not te
and there was neither milk brbreadead i

rellrelishsh of any sort he had a azbroi
a stew of odds imdand ends a chchantechunteun in
baboiledled bebeefef possibly horse 1admdhalt a pinepineappleapple and a ccupup 0offa bfafia1klcoffee with brown sugar and the to

for this sumptuous repast was wr V
2375

I1
your correspondent has met with ao

such trials being safely housed in re
cross headquarters miss Bbarton ao1her staff are comfortably e a lidai 1

in a picturesque well furnished kacasadonecasacasaoneone of the linest in santiago alu
owner a wealthy scotchman nowirr lioneurope kindly placed it at her
joealdosal I1here they sleep and eat bid
their days from early bjornmorn till d Aeve are spent in the store
downdorwn near the waters edge alblr 41

slaves never work harder chizta
these ladleladiess anaridd gentlemen Asaa
body knows they not only give ththe
time and services without salsalary
have abandoned positions of pproto
nence ease and profit for phil i
salcesake

all of them have grown hotl lc
thinner azidand paler I1 baebade thgoodbyegood bye last spring in havana
an indefinableIndeAnable change of eapexpexpress
apparent in theirtheft faces whena 1ilcloned it to miss barton she sami
you ret atan old poem by


