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eyes any one giving any informationconcerning him will be considered as
conferring a blessing on an aged
mother it will also be of financial bene-
fit to himim to make his whereabouts
known

please ask the western papers to copy
I1 was referred to your paper as the best
organ to appeal to to help locate him
when he left home it was to go to rock
springs wyo after he left there all
trace of him was lost

JOHN B STIFF
wellston jackson co ohio

elder C A of scipio mil-
lard county returned on christmas
day from the southern states mission
field and made a pleasant call at the
news office today
elder left on his mission

in october 1895 and was assigned to
labor in the state of texas where he
remained until that state was trans-
ferred to the indian territory mission
when he was sent to louisiana and
afterwards to the eastern kentucky

4conferencelonference he reports the mission
work in the fields where he has labored
in a flourishing condition an interest-ing conference was held in vanceburgVanceburgky which was attended by elderslyman and cowley which it is felt
will result in great good elder mem
inott returns in good health though his
health was not the best during last
spring and summer he will resume

journey homeward tomorrow morn-
ing

at the high priests meeting of the
salt lake stake of zion held in the
assembly hall salt lake city on
saturday december 25 1897 and at-
tended by the general public christmaslay was celebrated in the mostniest ap-
propriateprop manner the exercises com-
menced by brother george D
gingingdingingdiAinging the holy city the words of
which were clearly enunciated by him
and his voice was at its best thealnging of this sacred song and prof
joseph J baynessDayness accompaniment on
the organ was highly appreciated by
the entire congregation

elder james E talmage delivered
a lecture on the birth and life of our
lord and savior jesus christ show
aing in simple but most suitable lan-guagege ththee hhumbleu I1 manner in which theSsaviorclr andnd RTredeemerbeemer of the world wastborn the numerousum us prophecies of holy
inen concerning this great andan d import
flat event the many evidences of hishaving among men his
wonderful works performed in behalfof the believing and the great sacri-ficefice and the atonement offered by himtorfor the Ablactivation of all mankind

harry marion hadley a freight con-
ductorA actor on the oregon short line diedon friday night last about 9
at the home of his sistersslstera grace T
and laura west second north
45streettreet

the deceased was taken with rheu
pains early friday morning in

thehe atterafternoonnoon he became much worse
and at his request his sister admin-
istered morphine pills unto him he
continued to grow worse and physicians
were sent for and at 7 p m therewereere five doctors working over himoutbut without avail for he died atitt was feared that too much morphine

have been administered and tiIL

bost tem examination was recom-
mendedlU ended the result of the autopsy
proved that hadley had not died fromthe effects of the morphine but from
cerebral hemorrhage superinduced bbyy
plethoric rheumatism

H M hadley was 37 years of age
and camecaine to utah seven years ago

k from indiana he was employed onlCeasternastern railroads before coming hereandlud for some time past has bbeenn runxingng between lehi junction andd euuteka on the oregon short line heaveIft ves four slaterssisters two in salt lakeatene in st louis and one in california

miscellaneous
A CHRISTMAS TREE

by S baring gould
tom Mountstephen was dressed in

his very best a black suit a tie of
blue satin studded with veritable plan-
ets and in it a new zodiacal sign a
fox in full career that formed the head
of a pin toms collar was so stiffly
starched and so high that to turn his
head and look over the top of that wall
of china was impossiblepossibleira if he desired
to see that which lay to his right or
left he was compelled to turn his en-
tire body as on a pivot

tom was unaccustomed to such a
rig out and therefore did not look

happy in it tom in his workaday suit
of the color of the earth with a string
tied under his knees gathering the
trouser together and with a dusty
slouched wideawake stuck at the back
of his head but on one side of that
and with his great honest cheery
face ever with a smismilelelonon his lips and
a dancing light in his eyes thus tom
was picturesque delightful but tom
in his sunday go best did not look at
his best

the day was christmas eve and
there was to be a supper with a dance
at the hall given by the squire to his
workmen and their families tom was
on his way to this with a face that
shone with yellow soap and the fric-
tion of a rough towel and not only so
but he was to attenaattend thither isabella
frowd the belle of the village and one
with whom as everyone said he had
made it up and a handsome couple
they would be bless y said tom
when folks asked him when it would
be lor bless y you know more about
it than me go and ax bella she
maybe can fix it taint my place
you know and then he laughed and
thought he had said a good thing

tom Mountstephen was an active
intelligent young fellow serving as
under gardener getting a respectable
wage and there was no
reason why he should not marry buthe was inert in just this one particular
or unable to makeup his mind

isabella was three years his junior
with a very delfidelicatecate skin and a lovely
rosy complexion fair hair and forget
me not blue eyes somewhat doll like
save in this that a doll Is nevneverer self
conscious and self consciousness spoke
out of every look of bellas eyes every
turn of her head every motion of her
body but was she to be blamed I1
think not the squire always had a
pleasant word to give her the
ladies at the hall had much of hereveryone with one voice declared that
she was a beauty and the pride of the
village under such circumstances she
must have been endowed jtb unusual
common sense and strength of charac-ter not to have become vain and self
satisfied

bella lived at the limage and it was
her practice to open the gates when
carriages drove up and upon such oc-
casions she was quite aware that the
ladies and above all the gentlemen
up issabella and go on with her
ter passing she saw them turn to each
other and say something then she was
confident that they said 1 what apretty girl and being obliged to
keep herself neat and nicely dressed
did much towards making her attrac-
tive

it was understood or half under
stood that tom would call at thelodge on his way to the hall and pick
upp isabella and go on with herit was in this way the day before
tom had said to her more wonwonderfulwonererfultul
things may naphap bell than that I1

come and idichfetch joyou away to the

hall tomorrow and then give
me the fust dance and five ahrer

well im sure I1 dont mind she
had replied and so it was understood
that he should go for her and that sheoho
should expect him

why whatever be you about pol-
ly exclaimed tom Mountstephen as
he came upon a tall pale girl with pick
and spade over her shoulder

that girl was mary Maumauduitdult who
lived with a frail suffering little sister
in a cottage and supported herself by
needlework and starching and washing
she had been a teacher in the schootschool
but had been compelled to resign owing
to her sisters health these two were
together and they were orphans the
child could notnot be left

well tom how fine you be where
be you goinga to

that is the way in the country a
question begets another before it is
answered

1 I be going to the hall theres grand
goings on there tonight

so ive heerd but I1 mind it
and I1 reckon that bella will be there
too

for certain but what are you after
with pick and shovel id like to know

if you must know everything tom
its for little bess

not going to dig her grave
tom could have bitten his tongue

out he was mad with himself for ut-
tering such a question it had bounced
out of his mouth without thought
and now he saw the color rush intomarys face her eyes finfill and her lipslip
tremble

hang me for an idiot said tom
1 I mean it its just like my ways
poll I1 want to say srsmartneAt and
just say the wrong thing always but
what be you about wlwi them tools

its this tom I1 thought id give
little bess a christmas tree ive got s

8a few trifles to hang on it somecome
oranges and nuts and a needle cawcame
and so and I1 got mrs tto
come in for an hour and oft wi her
whilst I1 went to the plantation after a
tree the squire gave me leave she
added in explanation and self exculpa-
tion

but dear heart you dontwant pick and spade for getting up
young cprusprucecef you want theefte chopper
or a handsaw

1 dont wish to kill the treettree I1
thought if I1 get her up by theane roots 1
could plant her again in the garden
and shed grow up to a big tree and
it ud be something to look at every
year growing bigger

what size tree do you require
not such a terrible big one just

like I1 cant have her too
small as I1 aint got no like the
tiny red and and green wanluns
they had up to the Paxsonparsonageage laet
christmas ive only got bits e0 com-
mon candle ends and be too
heavy for a mite of a tree

and how will you bring back row
tree and the mores roots mary WI
soil and pick and all together

1 I reckon I1 can make two journey
you cant make two for the treelmary stood silent
ill tell you what ill do polly lit

off with this dratted collar and put
aside my new coat and away with yvayott
to the plantation if you go and mis-
take and have up a or a
douglas instead 0 a spruce the
will kick and screamyoure too kind tom but be
late torfor the entertainment

oh nothing not two milminutesautes
shell wait

ilehe did not explain but Ppolly wa
stood that she signified bellabell btty
did not know that it had bombeen


