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RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services.

Religious serviees were held at
the Tabernacle, Balt lLake City,
Sunday, Oct. 19th, 1899, vcommenc-
ing at 2 p. ., Counselor Charles
\W. Penrvse presiding.

Th:- ¢cheir sang the hy=an:

Praise {c the Lord ! my henrt ahall join

In Work 80 pleasant, 8o divine,

Prayer by Elder C. D. Fjelsted.

'The ‘chulr sany:

Arise, my soul arise,

Shuke off thy guiliy feara,

ELDER JOLN NIQCHOLSUN

was called to address the cougrega-
tion. 1n substance he vaid: I[tis a
great privilege to meet and renew
our allegiance to our Heavenly
Father and His Sou Jesus Christ. 1
desire not ouly tu bave the atten-
tion but the faith and sympathy of
the assemblage, that the Holy Spirit
may be present, that we may be en-
-ahled to worshlp in spirit and iu
truth.

It is egsential that we should have
prepared ourselves in order to par-
tuke of the holy emblems of the
atonvinent worthlly, that we may
pot eat apd drink to our own ocon-
demnation. Those who entertaiv
unfraternal feelings apaiust others
have oo right 1o participate in this
saperament. If there are such feel
inga they should be removed before
we come t0 commemorate the great
suerifice af our Radeeiner, ninde for
the salvation of all buman kind,

Many people abroad bhave been
astounded to learn thut the Latter-
day Baints worshinp God and seek to
follow the footsteps of His only be-
gotten Bon. It hus been imagived
by some that they repudinte the
Bible, but 1 do not belisvve Fhat
there I8 any other community that
pelieve as firmly in the contents of
thiat book as thivy do, Thisidea has
gained ground becauss we beliove
In other sacred records, notably the
Buok of Mormon., But if we ex-
amine the latter, we will discover
that there is the most beautiful
harmony between its conteuts and
those of the Old and New Testa-
ments.

I holl in my baml the Buok of
Mormot, a history of the people,
who once lived on this continent
and who have leftevidences uf their
advanced civilization iu numervus
and vast rains that are found inf
many paris of Amerien. “lesus vis-
ited thia people in his immortal
hody, shortly after His resurrection.
and organized His Church on this
land with A postlerand other officers
which c¢haracterized His fold in
Pulestine. The statement of His
ministry is contained in this record,
whioh was originally engraven on
metallic plates, which were dellv-
ered to Joseph Smith, the Prophet,
iy an angel. The bonk was traps-
lated by the powerof Gud. [norder
to show the harmony existing be-
tween its teachings and those con-
tained 10 the Bible, [ will read from
its pagea. The apeaker fhen read
the 6th and 7th and from the 10th
to the [5th verses of Lthe 8th chapter
of the 2nd Book of Nephi.

This passage, bhe continued, Is a

condensed statement of' the promi-
nent features of the Gospel. The
atonement i8 set forth as being
necessarily of Divine character;
then the assertion that death was
entailed as a consequence of the full;
the spuce between death and the
resurrection; the restoration of the
spirit to the budy through the atoue-
ment, followed by the judgment,
when nan, having been brought
furth from the grave, shall appear
before the bar of God. Axs the book
states, the means of restoration must
iwe a Divive sacrifice, becavse Lthat
atonement could only be made
hy a Being who had salways kept
the law, on whom the law bad no
¢laim—one who was perfect. Ac-
cording to the theory of the Guspel,
as presented in the Heriptures, be-
fore man came here he existed as a
apiritual entity. It was necdssary,
in the wiadom of God, for him to
come te earth und take ou physieal
conditions, in order to gain an ex-
perience which he otherwise could
oot have reached. Lt waaalso nec-
esaary that the law, given in his
previous condition, should be broken
and au atonement previded for, that
tere might be a restoration .wod
man be, through Jesus Chiist, re-
deemod from the condition entuiled
by breaking the law of his eteroal
existence, Thus you sce we believe
in the teachings of God, and hence
our immovable faith and trust in
Him. By the atonementa way has
been opeued uptor all to regain their
bodies after having laid them down.
the Great Master being the Hrast
fruits of the resurrection. But
we must take the eourse
polinted out by revelation if we wish
to obtain glorious future rewards,
Paul states that in the resurrection
there shall be a number  of ¢lussifi-
cations or glories in the future ¢on-
dition. One glory s that of the
sun, another that of the moun, and
ancther that of the sturs, and as the
stars differ from each other, soshall
it be in the resurrection. Here are
three grand distinetive divisions,
some of which are numerously sub-
divided, as typified by the differ-
ences existing butwecn the stars
which bedeck the firmament and
revolve in space. Joseph SBmith
and Bidoney Riglon bhad a vision
upon this subject. The staternent
of it embraces, in my opinion, a
more comprebvnsive view of the
final condition of the dead than is
anywhere else presented. It gives
a succlnct statement of some of the
classifications of  the intelli-
gences who come here and pass
through a probatiou. The hizhest
conditions are reached by those
who follow the example aud pre-
ceptsof the Redeemer, through good
and evil report. They accept of
Him as their Lord, and of His great
saerifice and atonement, and thus
have a living faith. They yield
obedience to the commandment to
repent of their sins, repentance
being the process of apiritual rectifi-
cation. They rease to do evil and
learn to do well, nod live by every
word that comes to them from (iod.

When Lhis point of the process
has been reached, it is in order fur
the professed disciple tu valldate
hig allegiance hy the performance
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of some specific act., In human
agreements it is customary for docu-
ments to pass between Lthe parties,
rendering the transaction of torce in
law. Things temporal are largely
typieal of matters spiritual. Hente
he who has begun the work of recti-
fication is required to receive the
adiwinistratien of baptism by im-
mergion in water, by one holding
authority from Jesus Christ, for the
remission of sios.

There is a beuutiful harmony
between the atonement of our Lord
and the cousequent ordinances.
When a repentant soul enters the
waters of baptism, he typifies the
Jdeath nnd burial as well as the re-
surrection of Christ. He goes into
that water with a load of ain on
him, but he Is buried in the waters
of spiritual regeneration and comes
out of the watery grave free from
his sins. You see how beautifully
typical of the tundamental prineci-
ples of Christianity this first act of
the disciple is: And it furnishes a
starting point for bim from which
he can commence to lead a new life.
It never iades froma the mind of
him who undergoesit. Ww often
dwell fondly on this initial act and
detail the circumstances nssocCiated
with if, especially as we received
the promised witness thal our sins
were remitted through it.

The covenant of baptism ia of
necessity not one-sided. Both partiea
to it, the Ruedeemer and the creature,
are represented at the water’s edge.
Our Bavior is present there hy His
ngent—iilis servaut—whom He has
authorized to perforin this act, which
can nnt he administered by any one
who has no divine authority to do
80. 1t is clear that such a perform-
ance would be worse than useless,
There iz a  resumblapce  be-
tween the scen and the unseen, the
tewaporal and spiritual, and as no
earthly institutivm would acknowl-
edge a transaction by one who had
no authority from it, it is absurd to
imagine that God would depart from
this common sense rule. Without
the existence of revelation from God
there cau be no authority from Him.
Hence those who repudiate revela-
tion ackoowledge their lack of su-
thority to act in the name of Jesus,

Those who assert that the gifts
of the spirit are done away with be-
cause nobt necessary, unwitting-
ly proclaim  tha#i- they are
destitute of the Holy Hpirit. Where
that spirit is, gifts nnd manifesta-~
tions will be found. Ty assert to the
contrary would be as ridiculous as
to take the ground that a human
being could be anywhere present
amid not in some way exhibit his
powers and intelligeunce.

When we have pgiven obedience
to the ordivance of baptiam, the
promire is that we shn].\J have the
Holy Bpirit. and if we do not receive
this inflnence, something must he
wroeng, for the promise of Omnipo-
tence cannot fail, The reception of
the Holy Ghost is received when
the authorized servants of God lay
their hands upon the head of the
diseiple and he is then, in the words
of our Savior, “born of water and of
the Spirit*and belongs, therefore, to
the kingdom of God and His Christ.
Hou ie no longer a child of the world;



