778

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

THE LANDMARKS GOING.

Those who are familiar with the
highways and hyways, the ine mnd
outs of l.ondon—and we have hun-
dreus, perhape thousands vf them close
by—remember and perhaps retain
spmething of an interest in the oid
¢lock in 8t, Paul’s cathedral that hae
done duty through 80 mMADY genera-
tiong, It is now to he taken vown mud
replaced hy one of more modern con-
struction. Thie is pronounced s piece
of vandaiiema generslly, anu hy suvme
but little less than desecration, amd is
most earnestly prutested against, We
learn that the clook, which was put up
by Leogly Brad.ey 1o 1748, is i
splenuyid condition mnd might, to ail
Rppearances, gu on for another two
eenturies without 1miling tas bear
R ccurate record of the puseing Lime, It
is mn grand old clock, remarkable for
the magoitude of its wheels apu the
finenese of 1its work., 1t cost $1500 tu
build. Its two dial plates are bl feet
in circumfersuce, and the hour numer-
sle are 2 feet nud 2% inches in height.
Tbe minute hands are 9 feet 8 inches
long and weigh 75 pouuvds each, and
the bhour hapus are b teet 3 inches loug
und weigh 44 pounus each, The pen-
dpium is 18 1eet long., Itis aa eight-
day cioek, striking the bour on the
greant heli, which is suspended about
forty feet from the floor. The hend o1
.the hammer weighs 145 pounds and
the olapper 180 pounde,

The icovooclasm cf progress has one
thing, and perhsps only one, to com-
meud it—it 18 impartiai and strikes
here and thure alike with the uucer-
talpty iu one respect and mbheolute
certainty in apother of lightning,
Leandmarke which are gacred in some
eYes nre npulsances in others, and
generanlly the latler control the eitua-
tion. It Lok m protert mmountiug
almost to an uprieing to save our
Engle Gate, and it <id not altogether
escape the hand of the leveler me it
wae; hut etil] we have it and that i
sometbing to he glad of.

THE RIGHT THING AT THE
RIGHT TIME.

Prevence of mind o the preseunce of
dificulties ls sometimes of ineslimable

value, ap it euncies the ingenuity to
huve putter pnnd moreuirect play. We
reay that several years ago 8 Spanleh
steamer While croesing the Bay of
Biscay in a violent storm, gmve
jniications hy various means thal
gomething wee wrong wilh the screw
propeller or the shaft operating it
outeiue the ehip, meaning the open
space between the stern and the
rudver post where ithe screw revolves,
There wae nv dry dock in apy of the
porte on the coast where the sbip conld
g0 Lo by examineu; AnY on Arrival at
Vigo it appearey us if therv was no
aiternative but to remove the eargo
from the stern, sud by placing it
forward thus lifi the ecrew propeiler
and sbalt to the surtuce of the water,

The ulierpative, simple as jt
WAs, uoant a serlous delay
and 8 grest vxpense, Befure

commencing to remove tbe earco, an-
other coosultaticus was held. It wae
tben uevided o put the stern of the
Bhip-0ver B bed of Light ¢ lored eBpd;
and Ba the waler was very ciear, there
m‘ight be s possiutlity o1 aseeriaining

the extent or cause of the misbap. For
two daye after the vessel waseo placed,
the wind caused & ripple on the water,
which efleciun]ly prevented mnytbhing
heing seen, It wasthen suggested by
some one oo board to try the use of oil
on the purince of the water round the
stern of the ship. The eflect was
moet satisfactory, The water was be-
calined as if hy magic and it was then
seen that the wedge vr Rey which keeps
the propetler in ita place ou the shaft
had come partly out, and thus left the
serew loose on the shaft, which caused
the nuise, By continulpg the use of
oil for n fow hours the wedge was ulti-
mately driven into ite place and
secured, Many days of detention and
the use of cuetly appliances and labor
wers thus saved,

Incidents i}lustrative of how much
oun he paved in Uime, wear apd tear,
exasperation and money by the appli-
cation of a little coolhended juugme: t
Are numercu — ks muoch 89 perhaps e
are the antitheser, which show us how
much of yestruction, waste and turmoil
are ofttimes the reeult of doing thinge
rashly or without sufficient consivera-
tion. A conspicuous incident 10 the
tormer clagd occurred in an obscure
place in (Fermapy socme years Ago.
Au iron bridge of conelderahle lepgih,
whoere weight was sbout 200 tovs, nauy
besn evpstructed in Eogland fur the
place referred to and by some mishap,
the bridge, when finished, was foundy to
b some distauce *‘out®’ to one side, An
error whiehh the proprieisrs insisted
ghould he rectified. To take down and
re-erect the hrivce would he rimply
ruln to the contractor. But necessity
is the motber of invention. It waesum-
mer time, apd the cobDiractor pro-
ceeded to flnd the nmount of expan-
sion which waa caused by the heat of
the pun over the wheole length of the
bridge, He next aecertained what
contraction took place in the night by
cooling. Armed with these data he
thought it might be possible to bri.g
the hridge to its %roper positicn in a
fow days. The Dbriuge, or course, in
its ordinary condilivn, expapded from
the center, pushing its Lwo ends out-
ward, orlarther apart, and agaiu con-
tracting tuward the center. Taking
advantage of these conditions, one enu
wae made faet in the morning, and the
bridge was foroed to expand from that
fmmovable point, instead of from the
middle, ae formerly. When the iron
composing the hridge had expanded to
its full extent in the direotion in-
tended, that end wae relesped and
the oppoeite end made fast. The
bridge then contracted toward its {rue
rosition. Thug, whatever wae gaineu
by the day’s expaneion was secured by
the subsegquent coutrasction when the
metal cooled at night, and the procees
being renewed day by day, the work
was puceess(ully accomplisbed,

Insiances of the ap)ileation of the
priveip e of expausion and contraction
of met le are numerous, obe of the
mnet prominent and best known in

this country belog that of the
great  atructure acrose the  Mis-
vissippl river at Bt Louie,

A besum or girder was a trifle too long
tv enable the builders to get it into the
sucket depigned for it andy here a uelny
with lues and mhnoyance was threat-
e ed. Allat once came the thought
that there were cther meane than
undoing a portion of the work
und havinyg the beam cut off to shorten

it; tbat If the iron could be made cold
it wouldehrink perbaps enough for the
purpose; 8o it wae wrapped in ice mnd
in B short time tbat part of the work
was completed. A similar case, with
heat as the agent, cccurred in France
recent]y. The walls of a large build-
ing in Parls were observed to be giv-
ing way by bulging outwardr, and the
problém was to bring them back to
tbeir vertieal porition. For this pur-
pose & number of bare of jron having
secrews and nutg on each end wWere let
through the opporite walle and across
the intervening sprce between them,
The pute and sorewed portlon of the
bars were outside. The bars were now
beated by n number of lamps sue-
pended below them until they had
expended ae much ae possible, and the
nuls ecrewed up ugainsi the outsides
of the two opposite wails, The lamps
were next removed, when the heated
bars, in edoling, gradusliy contracted
in their lenpth, brioging the walls
very gently, but with irresistible force,
into thelr normal poeition,

Nouw, if some thoughtful person of
scientifle bent, or otherwise sufficient-
I¥ endowed, would but drop lutoour
miust & plain, speedy Bnd aAdequaty
meane of building our long-proposed
and much-talked-of railroad to Deep
Creek, he would confer 1+ boon upon
loesl humapity. We have the
means, the mbility and the rnight of
wRy-—-~wo only need Bome oné to take
hold in the right manner aud with
the veeded spirit,

THE SMALLEST GOVERNMENT.

[t tukes a long time to find out all
about the world we llve on. Perhaps

it would be a more correot way of put-
ting it to say that we never know all
that is to be kpuwn in that regard, A
good many of us pince we weut to
school have been 10 the habit of look-
ing upou the republic of Andorra,
plituated on the mountain rauges be-
tween France and Bpain,as the emallest
government in the worid, but it seems
we were mistaken, The AMiliion comes
lo our enlightenment with the Infor-
mation that the territory of Moresnet,
lying between Belgium and Germany,
ije the smaliest government in the
world, It bas a population of neariy
2000, The peopls are devoted en-
tirely to the tin-miniog Industry.
There g no military eervice and elec-
tion uays are things they never heard
of, There is B senate ot ten members
whoare appolnted hy the mayor. He
gets bhis place by being appoinled by
twodelegates, one from Germany and
one frem Belgium. The pulice lorce
coneists of one man. He s
paid out of the annual revenue,
which 18 about 1200 franes; this aleo
paye fur the maintenance ot the romds
and the schools, The territory wase
made wndependent in 1815, to settle a
dispute, Belgium and Germany hoth
wanled it on ncocount of its tin minee,
but neither of thew got it, The terrl-
tory contains a trifle over two square
miiep of ground, Of course, Moresnet
was on the map mll along and the cir-
cumstances of 1ta creation and history
figured in the buvoks—somewhere; of
course, also, we must huve seen Lhese
acecounts, and, like many ansther
tbing once ponderey over, fuorgot them:
It ie Bot, however, greatly to be won-
dered at; Moresnet 1a too emall & mat
ter to be kept in constant recoilection




