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GAMBLING IN MONTANA

card playing and gambling are more
open in montana than they are in the
east this country is full of speculators
and miners and the whole atmosphere
of life here has for some years been that
otof chance within the last decade great
corporations have sprung up the
cities of butte and helena and very
substantial cities they are have been
built and there isis now as much business
done here as anywhere in the countcountry0
still the old habitsbabits cling to the deoppeople1e
and gambling goes on as openly in
montana today as it did when the mines
were first discovered the cities are
honeycombed with gamblers and over
nearly every saloon you seebee the sign
licensed gamblingga no bling the games are

authorized byy law and there are a score
of places inin butte and helena where
you may drop in at any hour of the day
and see a crowd around the different
faro tables betting with white red and
blue chips and this goes on from morn-
ingweretill night week day and sunday
there is no place in the world where
wages are comparatively so great as
here and there is no city that has so
many unmarried men in proportion to
its population as butte the lowest
wages paid to any one is a day
and it does not take an extraordinary
man to get 5 a day for his labor the
month through the mines and the
smeltingsmellingsmelting works run day and night and
the men work in eight hour shifts the
result is that you find the city of butte
filled with men at any hur of the day or
night and this irregularity of life con-
duces to drinking and gambling gam-
bling in stocks and mines aad real estate
goes on the same way A man may be
worth nothing today and be rich
tomorrow and the result is that fickle
dame fortune is ever whirling her
wheel before the eyes of these people
A true history of the big poker games
of montana would be more interesting
than the arabian nights

big gamesames are played today but the
most famousamous were those of thethe past
the gambling which you see on the
ground floor and in the saloons is done
with chips the lowest of which repre-
sents a value of twelve and one half
cents and with these quarter half dollar
and dollar chips the games go on on
the floors above greater stakes are
played and you do not find the better
classes on the ground floor the gamb-
ling houses are owned by men whose
credit is good and there are a number
of sporting men in montana today who
if they lost tonight upon their
tables couldcoul go0 to any bank of butte or
montana and borrowborrow a like sum to begin
business with tomorrow

CLUB LIFE IN MONTANA
I1 am surprised at the club life of these

western cities helena has one of the
richest clubs in the world it is now
building a club house which will com-
pare favorably in its interior furnishings
with any in the east I1 found a very
comfortable club at great falls and
butte city has a club called the silver
bow club the members of which re-
present as much money as any club in
the united states these clubs are
magnificently furnished and you meet in

the cream this western country
their members ardmoreare more cosmopolitan
than those of any other clubs of the
world for these montana men come from
all over the world and they are as a
rule broad gauged men full of energy

and pluck the most of them are col
lege bred and you will find as well dres-
sed and as well readmad men here as in
new york the majority of them are
young men they are men who have
made and are making money rapidly
and it is a rare day that you do not find
a half dozen millionaires in the silver
bow the club has a fine library a
good billiard room and parlors and
reception room it has a card room as
well and around the tables of this some
of these plucky millionaires and others
now and then take a hand at poker the
stakes are often large and they tell a
story here of a traveling drummer who
came into the silver bow club one day
in a rather blustering way he saw a
group of men playing poker about one
of the tables he considered himself a
good poker player and he thought he
would like to take a hand I1 think he
was introduced to some of the party
among them was as I1 understand it
marcus daly lee mantle and M C
connell a very rich man of this region
As he greeted them the drummer said
as he rubbed his hands together ah
gentlemen you are playing poker I1 see
I1 play somewhat myself and I1 venture
you would not object to have me come
into the game 1 I

oh no replied one of the menbenl
you can play if you wish but you had

better get some chichipsS if

all right said the drummer and
with this he pulled out some bills and
said with a bluster well I1 guess you
mamayy give me f worth of chips A
sly look passed around the table the
men were too polite to laugh but one of
them said afteraffer half a moment oh let
him come in give him a chip and to
the surprise of the drummer he biaswas
handed one chip for his As he
looked from it to those on the table
representing thousands he concluded
that hed better stay out of the game
and he shrank perceptibly and apologized
and retired

POUNDEDFOUNDED ON GOLD DUST

this city of helena contains about
people and it is founded on gold

dust it has as fine buildings as you
will find in any city of a hundred thous-
and in the east and they are built along
the edge of the mountains lining baceach
side of great gullies the main street
of helena runs down a ravine known as
the last chance gulch and from
under its paved sidewalk thirty million
dollars worth of gold was taken the
city is built on what was once the most
famous placer diggings of the united
states and all about it you see the
gravel which had been thrown up and
washed out for gold even today itisit is
not uncommon in building a house or a
business block to find enough gold inin
the foundations to erect a great part of
the building and not long ago a man
found a thousand dollar pocket while
he was excavating a cellar the coun-
try about here for miles in every direc-
tion dontcontainsains gold and some of the
most famous mines in the united states
are within a short distance from helena
new mines are being discovered every
now and then and old ones are being
workedreworkedre with profit I1 visited the
government assay office here this after
noon saw a
about as big as a 5 cent loaf of bread I1

which is worth it had just
come in from the old penobscot mine

I1

whichwhish has been lying idle for arsea but
which has been reopened and is now

papayinging well it is located about twentymilmiless north of helena and was discov-
ered by an old fellow by the name of
nathaniel vestal years ago he sold it
for took his money to wall
street to teach the bulls and bears how
to speculate of joursecourse he failed the
mine was again sold later on for
as the lead seemed to be played out
and became the property otof a manmail
named longmaid he did nothing with
it but his two sonssonS urged him to work
it he would not do it and they bought
the mine of him this was about four
months ago and this week they have
brought in this biscuit it is the
same with other mines and though mon-
tana turns out millions upon millions of
dollars worth of precious metals every
year the mountains are believed to be
full of undeveloped mines and prospec-
tors by the hundreds will start out this
spring

FORTUNES IN NUGGETS

right here about helena some of the
inmostost famous placer mininmining of the past
was done along about tthee close of the v

war many men made fortunes and oneolae
nugget was taken out which was worth

59 and another so I1 am told was
worth more than 2000 one of the
banks here has a half peck of gold nug-
gets and a collection of them will be
sent from heretohere to the worlds fair thechief mining now done in montana is
quartz mining and it takes fortunes toget the metal out and to reduce ititthere are between thirty and forty great
quartz mills in montana and some of thelargest mills of the kind in the world
aarere found in this state A great deal of
the mining property and the mills are
owned by english capitalists Tthisis isS 1

the case of the Drum lummon mine nno0tfar from helena out of which more I1

than worth of ore has beekbeena
taken this mine was disc vered byadythomas cruse a placer miner who weiswas
panninganning out from 5 to a day whwheatkehe discovered it this was about
he sold it in 1883 to an english coconMpany for of which he go90

IN

in cash
MONTANA SAPPHIRES

it is not far from this 06
minemine that the famous eldorado bar i
located where the sapphire minismines aaltexartex
now being worked I1 learnleam here ththay
these mines are to be pushed during tehte
coming season and that their gems wih
be placed upon the market next L
about worth of them were seseig
to london last year and were there s
with other precious stones and
on exhibition they pronounpronounspron ouno
by experts to be stones of the fin
quality and I1 have met a number
men here wearing stones which th
toltoldd me were worth from 50 to ioel
apiece these mines are owned bby tthiu
sapphire and ruby company ltltd H
isis an english corporation which has
capital of over and it u
thought here that the propropertyerty is a val
able one personally 7I1 know lit
about this nor as to the truth of tah
statement that several diamonds of
first water have been found in this pacu
of the country

FRANK G CARPENTER

ACCORDINOACCORDING TO all ededtlbooth s stage career is ended and
oti his life may be oooo there are i
more of hisbis house and no more of li
kind to succeed him


