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AT THE request of the presidency of
davis stake of zion I1 have delivered
two lectures in each of the wards of
that county being a young man I1 have
addressed myself to the young faltpeopleaogle
with a view to strengthen their faithfalth tnin
the gospel of jesus christ which has
been revealed anew to the earth tnin this
agee of the world and in conconsidering
tieaietthe Ssubjectuabject before us totonightnight joseJosephato

9
smiths mission I1 desire to show to
my young brethren and sisters that our
fathers have not been following cun-
ningly devised fables but that they
have and so have we good and suffic-
ient reasons for bbelievingegeiev n in the mission
of joseph smith as a divine one

in considering thethep subject of our
lecture the question naturally arises
what was joseph smiths mission it
was the mission of joseph smith un-
der gods direction to establish the
church of christ and the kingdom of
god upon the earth and to the accom-
plishmentment of this work he devoted the
whole energy of his life and was faith-
fulful unto death

but this statement of what his mis-
sion was gives birth to another ques-
tion Js there any necessity for such a
work as ascribed is to joseph smith
being performed the christian
world believe that when christ was
upon the earth in the flesh that he then
established his church and kingdom
and what it has continued among
men from that time until the present
and although many changes have taken
place in regard to principles and doc-
trines anifand divisions and subdivisions
havellave distracted the religious world
yet they claim that those things which
are essential to the existence of chrischrlschriststs
church and kingdom have remained
among men this is their theory we
havehavea a theorytheory which Is opposite to
theirs

the first revelation that joseph
smith received from the lord was that
men were teaching for doctrine the
commandments and precepts of men
and that he the lord did not ac-
knowledge their institutions as his
church or kingdom and told joseph
to join none of them

here then you see we have two pro-
positions presented to us if one is
true the other must be false both can-
not be correct if the theory held by
the christian world be true then there
appears no necessity for such a work
as we ascribe to joseph smith being
performederformed for if the kingdom of god
Ehasas continued upon the earth from the
days of jesus until the present then
there would be no need of any one be
wgluig raised up to establish that which
was already here and proving that
there was no necessity for such a
work ascribed to joseph smith
would be a big stride towards proving
that he was an impostor but if we
can show that the theory held by the
christian world Is incorrect ifff we
can prove that there has been an apos-
tasy that men have been flowingfollowingol for
doctrine the commandments of mehimefimen if
we can prove that christs church and

the earth atthe
time joseph smiths mission commenc-
ed then the necessity of such a work
as we claim he performed becomes ap-
parent and if there is a necessity for
such a work as the restoration of the
elneinkingdomdom of god to the earth may
not bosethjoseph smith have been the instru-
ment in tthee hands of god in performing
that work

let us consider the question then
has there been an ooapostasystasy weve can-
not examine this subject in detail all
we shall be able to do isilg to briefly re-
fer to some of those prophecies which
relate to the subject we begin by call-
ing yourour attention to the chapter
of isaiahisaiah commencing with the ath
verse the earth mourneth and eadeth
away the world languisheth and eadeth
awaaway tthehe bhaughtyauglity people of the earth
do 1iliglanguishraguish

the earth aalsoaisoI1so I1iss defiled under the
inhabitants thereof because they have
transgressed the laws chanchangeded the
ordinances broken the everlasting cov-
enant

therefore hath the curse devoured
the earth and they that dwell therein
are desolate therefore the inhabitants
of the earth are burned and few men
are left

I1 have had men in the world try to
reason away the force of this prophecy
in the following manner they remind-
ed us that isaiah lived in the mosaic
dispensation when the law of carnal
commandments was in fforceorce and
claim that it was of this carnal law of
which isaiah it was the law of
moses that was to be transgressed the
mosaic ordinances whichchich were to be
changed ththee covenant which
was to be broken these assertions
however are incorrect from the fact
that the mosaic law llevneverer was consid
eredcred by those 1whovho uveunderstoodstood it an
everlasting covcovenantenant 1II11 was given
for a special purpose aand when it had
accomplished that burppurposee it was laid1414
aside

we read from galatians 0 chapter
i

and
8 versevense

and the scriptures foreseeing that
Ggodd wouldouid justifyRs the heatheathen through
tattaifalthfaithat preacheded bbetonebefore tbtthe abip e1 uunto11to
abrahamiabra am sayingay n in t wl au
0 trollstlonsbe0 esq ittiti

from this it appears that the gospel
was preached unto abrahamabraham in the
ath chapter of hebrews and 2 verse
paul in speaking of ancient israel says

66for unto us was the gospel preach-
ed as well as unto them s but thefordthe word
preached did nonprofitnot profit them not being
mixed with faith in them that heard it 1 I1

not only then was the gospel preached
unto abraham but also unto the chil-
dren of israel now let us go back

ard chapter of galatians for paul
having stated that the gospel was
preacepreachedpre tletied unto abraham asnass this
question 19 verse

4 wherefore then the law it
was added because of transgressiontrans ruslon
till seed should come to whomacol the
promise was made

added to what added to the gospel
which before that time had been panch
ed unto abraham and also to alent
israel but the israelites under nosesmoses
were unable to live the perfect lawuw of
the gospel were not strondstrona enough to
overcome evil with good as the gospel
requires so a law of carnal comma nd
ments was added to the gospel a
law which included the principle oa

an eye for an eye a tooth fohrfeesfor a
tootht a law which was suited tote
their capacity paul still speaking of
this subject in the same chapter of0
galatians lalready quoted 23 verse
saassays

before falthfaith came kept
der the law shut up unto the fantlfanthfaithfalth
which shouldshould afterwards be revealed

wherefore the law was our school-
master to bring us unto christ that wewc
might be justified by faith

I1 but afafterter that faith has come we are
no longer under a school- masterschoolmaster

from these passages of scripture wtwe
learn this the gospel was prepreached
to abraham and also to ancient israel
the israelites were unable to livette
law of the gospel so a law of carnal
commandments known as the law of
moses was given as a schoolmasterschool master to
bring them up to the higher law christ
came and introduced that higher law
the gospel explained its precepts and
pointed out the difference between it
and the law of moses the gospel
took the place of the law of moses
which waswasl laid aside having fulfilled
the object for which it was ataddedded to ththe
gospel if then the law of moses was
not an everlasting covenant this pro-
phecy of isaialsIsaiahs which we arearc consider-
ing does netnot relate to it as the pro
checchecytyng

of
covenant
isaiah was concerning an ever-

lasting
we find in hebrews aill 20 the follow-

ing now the god of peace that
brought again from thiethe dead our lordlorajesus that great shepherd of the sheep
through the blood of the everlasting
covenant make you perfect etc

from this we learn that christs
blood is called the blood of the ever-
lasting covenant paul in writing to
titus gives us to understand that he
lived in hope of eternal life wwhich
god that cannot lie promised bbefore
the world began 11 and this immortal
life which god had promised this ever-
lasting covenant which god had made
with man before the world began was
sealed by the blood of christ andana this
life and immortality were brought to
light through the gospel and is called
Inthein the scripture the everlasting gospel
or covenant and isaiah says that the
laws of the everlasting covenant or
the gospel laws shall be transgressed
the gospel ordinances shall be chang-
ed and in consequence of these serlseriseri-
ous transgressions the earth is to be
burned and few men left which judge
ment still Is hanging over the inhabi-
tants of the earth having proven
then that this prophecy of isaialsIsaiahs re-
fers to the gospel and not the law of
moses let us remember that jesus said
though heaven and earth pass away

not one jot or tittle of my word shall
fallfail but all shall be fulfilled 11 either
isaiah was mistaken when he as
moved upon by the holy ghost in rela-
tion to the world departing frofromin that
order of thinthinsthingss inaugurated by the
savior or eiseelsegiseelse the christian world is
theorincorrect in maintaining that the gos-
pel in all that is essential has continu-
ed from the days of jesus to the pres-
ent time

some five noted christian writers
more candid than their fellows have
freely admired the apostasy
dom we willwiil introduce their tes-
timony john wesleywesleyaninln uisbis gith
says
the reasonwhy the extraordinary gifts

of the holy ghost arearc no longer in thethem

church is because the love of many
waxed cold and the Christains hadbad
turned heathens again and had only a
dead form left

the following quotation is taken
from page of smiths dictionary of
the bible this wrworkrk is indorsedendorsedIndorsed by
the names of 63 divines of both europe
and america all noted for their schol

say
we must not expect to see the church

of holy scripture actually existing in
its perfectionperfection upon the earth it is net-
to gebe found this perfect either in the
collected fragments oiof christendom
or still less in any one of those frag-
ments 11 this is a frank acknowledge
ment of all that we claim as to the
aapostasy of the primitive churchalstmistchrist and his apostles eestablished ththe0
church upon the earth in the days of
their ministry and now we araree told
that it is not to be ffound even in the
collected fragments of christendom
that is take the principles of truth
which each sect possesses and put
them all together and yet from this
collection of truths we would not find
tthethae gospel of chrlschris let us then take
toemanat their wordwoid t theyty havohave but a
deab form left I1thefie hurchchurch of christ
a nott tp beba tofo nd onoil ikoikehe earth thesa
d14S lisils 01 the pa of thetho pi I1

nellt wa17tors chiq e dom
afie sat 4 opliesph 0 isaiah arcesordes

us to the conclusion that men have
corrupted the gospel as taught by
christ and the apostles that there has
been an apostasy and it must needs be
that god set up ills kingdomKingdopi again up-
on the earth

by examination we shall find that the
scriptures predict the restoration of
the gospel it pleased the almighty
while illslils servant john was on the isle
of patmos to show him many things
that would transpire in the future
while wrapped in heavenly vision he
saw among other things another
angel fly in the midst of heaven hayinghaving
the everlasting gospel to preach to
them that dwelldimi upon the earth to
every nation kinkindeaddeed tongue and peo-
ple savinsaving with a loud voicevote fear god
and give glory to him fortor the hour of
illshis judgment Is come it appears
from this passage otol scripture which
you will find in the chapter of re-
velationvelveiatlon that the angel who is to
come with the gospel will make his
appearance just prior to the judgments
of god being poured our upon the
children of men in the last daysdavs in
the hour of gods judjudgmentment 11 this
gospel was not to be preached merely
to one nation or people but to every
nation every kindred every tongue
andland every deorlepeople it Is evident to my
mind that aallaliI1 nations tongues and
peoples must have been without the
gospel orthyor why would it be necessary
for the lord to restore it by the minismints
terteryyolanot an angel to all peoples and
tongues if any of them possessed it
there is another prophet who has pre-
dicted the setting up of gods kingdom
upon the earth in the last days I1 refergrefer
to daniel the hebrew prophet who
was amongaifong the captive jews who were
taken from jerusalem to babylon by
kinking about six hun-
dred years B C the lord gave unto
this samesimesame king ot babylon a wonderfulwondernul
dream but he had forgotten it he
assembled all his wise men and magic-
ians and demanded that they tell him
his dream and the interpretation
thereof if they failed to do so death
was to be the penalty this produced
great consternation among the wise
men but the lord revealed the thing
to daniel who came before the king
with the breamdream and the interpretation
of it

the king saw a great image the
head of which was gold the arms and
chest of silver the trunk of brass the
legs of iron the feet and toes part of
iron and part of potters clay he also
saw a little stone cut out otof the moun-
tains without hands which smote the
image on the feet and toes and brake
them in pieces then was the iron the
clay the brass the silver and the golgoigold
broken to pieces and became as the
chaff of the summers threshing floors
and the wind carried them away but
the little stone became a great moun-
tain and filled the whole earth such
was the dream daniel in giving the
interpretation thereof said unto

thou 0 king art a
king of kinuskings for the god of heaven
hathbath given thee a kingdom power and
strength and glory
thou art this head of gold daniel 2
verses 37 and 38 the head of this
great image therefore was the baby-
lonian kingdom which flourisfiourisflourishede in
the sixth and seventh centuries B C 9

but in B C it was destroyeddestroye
DanieLdanlek continues and after thee

shall arise another
kingdom inferior to thee verse 39
the medio persian empire succeeded
the babylonian kingdom and contin-
ued from to B 8C and is rep-
resented by the criest and arms of sil-
ver inirl the great image

again we quote and another third
kingdom of brass which shall bear
rule over all the earth verse 39
the macedonian empire succeeded the
medmedioto persian being founded by alex-
ander the great annaunand did bear rule
oyer the then known world continuing
until lolloi B C

and the fourth kingdom says
daniel shall be strong ass iron for as
much as iron breaketh in pieces and
sub dueth all things and as iron break
eth all these thines shall it the
fourth kingdom break hi pieces and
bruise 11 verse 40 the macedonian
empire founded by alexander thegreat was pushed outolit of existence by
the remau empire which entirely sup-
planted jtt in B 0 the roman
nation is the fourth great nation seen
by inin the image and
Is represented by the legs of iron and
as iron breaketh in pieces all other
metals so the roman nation broke in
pieces the other kingdoms of the
earth

we still have left the feet and toes of
the image which are part of iron and
martofpantpann of clay what kingdom arkior king-
domsoms do they represent

lutheinthein the year wa A D the roman
empire was divided between

and valens the western part ot
the empire wis assailed by the gothsgoehs
vandals huns and other tribes inhab-
iting the north part of europe until it
wa utterlyitterly destroyed AADD from
its ruins arose those kingdoms and em-
pires which todayto day occupy the western
part of europe

the eastern part of the roman em-
pire was destroyed by the invasions of
the saracenssaracenaSaracens and out of this part of
ancient rome has sprung the kingdoms
which now occupy the east of Euroeunoeuropejfeife
and the west of asia

the old roman empire then depre
sen thetho image by the legs of iron
was divided and subdivided until the
kingdoms represented by the feet and
toes of this image are in existence
concerning these feet and toes daniel
says andandaud whereas thou cawest
I1iranr mixed with miry clay tueyTHEY
whoI1 why those nations which
sprungung up out of the ruins of the ro
joaqalqitt empire mingleluininin 0 them

selves with the seed of men but they
shall not cleave one to another even
as iron is not mixed with clay the
nations now in existence marry and in-
termarrytermarry immingleingle themselves withtermarothemarzmarrseeseed of men striving in this man-
ner to unite their interest and avert
calamity but all in vain aney do not
cleave together any more than hardbard
pieces of iron will dissolve and become
one substance with clay we have now
traced this prophecy down to our own
times to the kingdoms that exist in
our own days what comes next why
saysys daniel in the days of thesetakingsll11 gs ll11 represented by the feet and
toes of the image shall the god of
heaven set up a kingdom which
shall never be destdestroyedroved and the kinking-
dom

9
shall not be left to other people

betitbut it shall break in pieces and con-
sume all these kingdoms and it shall
stand for ever

not ononixonlyr then does john tell us
thattiethat the gospelc in the hour of gods
judgment shall be restored to the
earth by the ministry of61 an angel but
the prophet daniel has procproclaimedumedOmed to
us that in the last dadaysys for he says
and2nd vverser e thereothere is a
godshogod who mabeth known unto the king
what shallshailhallbebe inthein the latter days 11 the
god of havenheaven would set up IMhis king-
dom I1 and has given us the assurance
that it would stand for ever no hand-
writing will ever upon the walls
of the temples of that kingdom saying
the kingdom is divided and givencogiven to
another people whatever may be
our fate as individuals we may rest as-
sured the kingdom of god has come to
stastaystasalvinghaving shown from the scriptures
not only that there would bea univer-
sal aapostasyostafy but also a restoration of
the espelgospel and the setting up of the
kingdom olof god in the last days we
are now at liberty to inquire what the
reasons of men are for rejecting josphjoseph
smith as gods instrument in accom-
plishingplispils shinghing this work

Is the fact that joseph smith was
rejected by the world hated and per-
secuted by thousands any evidence
against his being the chosen servant
of god to accomplish the mighty
work oyof setting up the kingdom of
god uupon0 n the earth in the last days
let hhistoryliplirtory answer that question how
have the servants of god been re-
ceived in all ages of the world much
in the same
paul in speaking of the prophets tells
us they were stoned they were sawn
asunder were tempted were slain
with the sword they wandered about
in sheep skins and goat skins being
destitute afflicted tormented hebheb
iv 37 38 jesus was hated and des-
pised by the world and finally put to
death by the wicked his apostles
and disciples fared but little better
concerning the apostles paul says

we arearc fools for christs sake
even unto this present timeilme debothwe both
hunhungerer and thirst and are naked and
are fuffbuffetedeted and have no certain dwel-
ling place and labor working with
our own hands being reviled we
bless being persecuted we suffer it
being defamed we entreat we are
made as the of the world and are
the of all things unto this
day I1 1 I cor iv was joseph
smithmit ll11 despised any more than these
ancient servants of god were but
jesus says blessed are ye when men
shall hate you and when they shall
separate you from their company and
shall reproach you and casteast out your
name as evil for the son of mans
sake Rejoice ye in that dagand leap for
joyjoxoy for behold younyourour reward is great
ina heaven for in likelikeilke manner did their
fathers unto the prophets woe unto
you when all men shall speak well of
you iforfor so did their fathers to the
falbe prophets luke viA 22 2026

on another occasion the same great
teacher said to his disciples if the
world hate you ye know that it hated
theme before it hated you it ye were of
the world the world would loveilove his
own but because ye are not of the
world but I1 have chosen you out of the
world therefore the world batet11

you and does not the same prin-
ciple hold good todaytotdtodayday and if joseph
smith was indeed gods servant
would not the world hate him this
principle also holds good when applied
to the people of god as fia whole if
the latter day saints were as vile and
corrupt or as ungodly as they are
represented to be by their enemies if
they were as licentious as they are said
to be then as god lives they would be
of the world and if of the world and
the principle which jesus laid down be
true then the world would love themthera
but iromfrom the fact that this people are
hated of the world we hadean assur-
ance that they are not of the world
but god hathbath chosen them out of the
world and the world hate them

joseph smith then being despised
rejected and persecuted by men is no
valid objection to his being the hon-
ored servant of god I1 have heard
other objections urged against joseph
smith such as he was unlearned un-
educated in the wisdom of tthehe world
and this was true thatthai is in illshis
youth he was unlettered and his scho
elasic attainattainmentsattainmentments were limited but as
he grew to manhood his lack of edu-
cationcation could scarcely be complained
of as he proved himself able to copecope
with all the scholars ofof the argeage

it is also alleged tthatlat both heile and
his followers werevere trienmen that came from
the hilinhumblebumblebieble walks of life and were notnov
amongaman the lawyers the rulers and the

the samesaine objections were
nursed against and his followers

illslils apostles but what does such
an amount to are not
thesethe abttthe class of baerihaeni that god has al

to performperforalfornforu illshis
work I1 I1 read thetho folloNvIng passage
from thetue argirstt chapter QotI1 I1 corinthians

for ye see your calling brethren
how that not many wise men after thtib
flesh not many mighty not many no
ble are called

but god hathbath chosen
ththingsn 8 of the world to confound the
wisevise and god hathbath chosen the weak
thinthings of the world to confound te
chilisthings that are mighty

and base thinthingsas of the world and
things which arearc despised hathbath god
chosenchogen yea and the things which are
not to bring to naught things that are
that no flesh might glory tnin hisills pres
ence 11

to say then that joseph smithsmita
estate was lowly and that nehe was u-
nlearned when called to the dorkofwork of
god instead of beingC a valid objection
against him is to ththe contrary an ev-
idence in his favor

having thus disposed of the obje-
ctions made against his being a good
man and a servant of god let us neitnext
inquire into the evidence of his behbebbeing
an instrument in the hands of godligodlagod h
restoring the gowlgospel and setting tpn
the kingdom of godoa uuponon the earth
what evidences have tritrethe latter darldif
saints to offer to the world that he ac I1

complis hed this important worework I1

first the work itself the institute
which he organized it is an exact as
simile of that which christ instituteit
when he ministered upon the eartearth
didbid the ancient apostles teach faith I1
the lordtord jesus christ as the savior i

the world did they teach salvation 1

his name yes andaud so dodowelwe I1 di
they teach repentance which include f

the forsaking of sin yes and so i
we I1 did they teach baptism by I1in
emersion for the remission of sin aai
the laying on of hands for the recenecereca
tion of ilethe holy the

of the dead and future re
wards and punishments yes andandi
do we

did they have in the church aposapo
ties prophets seventies eldeeideeldeneiden
bishops evangelists pastors deac
ers and deacons together with othi
helps and governments in the chur
organization yes and the same
ininthethe churchonchurch of christ todayto day whid
joseph smith under god has orgasorgan
iced on the earth t

did the ancient saints enjoy ttaJ
spiritual gifts and blessings of tiuit

gospel the gifts of knowledgewie wV
dom faith healing totongueses iincerpiintert pi
lationstations discerning of spiritsbrits rereva
tionalon prophecy visitantvisitation off anang
etc yes and do tthee latterlatteraatter a
saints enjoy these things you gnojkuil
they do for you are witnesses of the
things then this institution exaexact
resembles that which jesus establish
upon the earth when he was here 1

is the same in its principles and oreord
nancesbances its officers and organization
and the same results the same giettat
and graces grow out of obobedienceedlenaedlenE trti
its requirements if you compare trtfinstitution known as the church 1
jesus christ of latterlatler dadayy saints wibwin
that institution described in the iabir
testament you will find they conoecolw
pond with each other as face amraamma
to face in the mirror this feat of o-
rganizingganizing a church which should tein
every respect resemble that of
has been the ambition of the leamel
and pious reformers for
but they have failed the world ho-
wever

1

are now compelled to admit ovonuonh

or the other of the two following cohcotco
cluciuelisionselusions either joseph smith wui
lettered youth though he was has I1
far outstrippedout stripped the learning and wwit9dom of ages and by the power of hi

own genius accomplished that wmwhit
geniusen is aided by scholarship could 9
do0 inn previous ceicelcenturies or elseeiseelseth
must conclude thatthat gobgodgod has I1invyna
deed again spoken from heaven a
revealed the gospel and the orgasm
aton of his kingdom through jostjosi
smith the first conclusion is
the second is the true solution of
mysterymymysterysterK and thousands testify of i

abnotanotherer reason I1 would onneroffer
sustain his being called of god 1is
started right I1 have seen a natnao

somewhere which reads well bberbes
is half done 1

jesus when among illshis disciples
one occasionn appeared curiocurlo glaull
know what peopleeople thought of him
he saidsald to hissApostlesApostles Whomdoedog00
say that I1 uiethe son of Smanuan aambyamba21

was answered that some saisatsaidsald 11hejohn the baptist others ellas oo00or
of the prophets but whom dolfidolffdo
say that I1 am peter anawanswer
thou art the christ the f mI1

living god blessed art thodthon si

monbloodbabaraonaBarlonaionaona said jesus eforo
and blood hathath not revealed this
thee but my Fatherfather which is ininkaif
en and apons
rock will I1 build my church titietithear

ratesgates of hell shall not prevail dinstlasI1ftt I1 matt xvi what was that V
upon which the church mwas to M

built it was upon the princprincipleito01

god revrevealingcaling unto men that stists
was the christ the principle oi felit
atlon iffelf t

in the spring of 1820iszV Xose mith
inn obedience to the instructT

in jamesinjates if any of you
let himlitin ask of god who gretheileth toabeto go

men liberally and t 1

it shall be given him was prayingflatfiatij
the woods to the eatherratier lywnmea

he was suddenly enwrapped

in a glorious vision 4Is hee 1

a pillar ofigi light descenddescendinginelne from hepheb
ven it rested upon illliibitetite bright

ness exceeded the brightness oiof wthe

sun at noondaynoon day in the oiof twth
light stood reszes

ct resembling the othenother one fl

ingng 44 littleuttie above the 0otherthe 1

theolohe otlootio below him galdgaid1
41 WSbelobeio ded son hear yey Bslaslag

h

afaaaa thou peter forfor flesh anandd bloodedbat

not revealed tthisis unto ththeeeenbotbutut my

father which is in beavheavenn e salue

clotild aibe saidsald to jqjojosepheph sipsmithith Paff kolkoior


