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A new system of religion without
social in conformity
with itsita principles resembles a
citadel in the midst of a system of
outworksoutworks in possessionposses of an enemy

among the great variety of reli-
gions which have developed the
destinies of mankind believers in
direct revelation from the supreme
beingneing have been the comparatively
few among the many and have
been considered a distinct class
among their fellow men they
have been like an occasional oasis
in a desert world like a bright spot
now and then relieving the gloom
of the passing centuries sometimes
brIllianbrillianttandbandand distinct then losing
its identity in the surrounding
darkness

when the means of exchanging
ideas when cause and effect suc-
ceed each other with a rapidity
heretofore unparalleled in the
worlds history a religious system
is developing which appears new
because it hashag been lost for centur-
ies under the rubbish of

errors however newnow it may
appear it has all the advantages of
age and precedent for it embracesembracCA
the principles taught byIJ primitive
patriarchs prophets and apostles
but this going back to what many
of this gebegeuegenerationration consider the
worlds twilight this evolving of the
principles of regeneration from the

debris ofages does not
flatterflattem the egotism of the nineteenth
century it wounds the self con
celt of the age bytoy presupposing that
sectarysectariana ri christianity is wrong
and that society needs reconstruct-
ing on a new basis

these newly revealed principlesInciinelplesoles
come in collision with thetr moral
perceptions with social customs
with the policies 0off
the aeja ej and therefore develop
general antagonism in their sur-
roundingsroun dings nonotnop from necessity but
because truth and error are ever in
opposition their rerepresentatives
aimalmalmaim at universal regeneration un-
der the guidance of divine inspira-
tion but the sword and the fag-

ot
fag-

gotgot military arrayarddy and judicial
despotism do not repnepreserresea their

ideas ofteof reformingforming mankind with
the fullest confidence in their
principles theythetheyy oppose truth to
error rdrevelation to tradition and
a living practical religion to
scholastic theories and mere emo-
tional sensations they realize
that the transition is great from
modern ethics to the primitive
pprinciples of the decalogue

with the latter day saints the
great labor of reconstruction im-
plies a state efof transition without
a comprehensive literature ehnoenno-
bled by their principles without
educational works for their youth
imbued with high moral percep-
tions controlled by ajurisprudence
whichwhick is trammeledammeled by precedent
and ever open to misconstruction
withalth civIl Institutions which guar-
antee all they desire but under
which from the prejudice
and license of unprincipled admin-
istratorsistra torstora can they successfully
combat the gigantic antagonisms
otheir surroundings can their
ininspirationsaspirationsspi rations culminate in a worlds
revolution through the teaching
of regenerating principles and their
application to the relations of lifeilfe
there appears but oneond answer to
these queries their practice must
rapidly assimilate to their princi-
ples and concentration of action
and reconstruction keep pace wathvath
the increase of opposition

history wll perhaps furnish some
illustration of their position and
the magnitude of the work before
them when christ came to fill
his mission of redemption the
eastern hemisphere wasvas essentially
polytheistic in religion the pagan
standard efof exaltationwasVasvaa low and
mans chief divinities were onlybuly a
little above him and were similarly
endowed with virtues and follies
they were all of the earth earthy
the mind of man was chained
down in terrestrial obscurity if a
ray of light occasionally penetrated
it from above it was recereceivedtvedkved with
distrust

A theoretical philosophy made
up the religion of the learned the
austerity of the mystics satisfied
those who soubousoughtht for peculiar puri-
ty dindand a hierarchy led
the ignorant masses

even israel with its many ex-
periencesperienperlencesees of the manifestation of
thetho power of god in its behalf with
its venerated ritual with its record
of inspired prophets with the pin-
nacles of its sacred temple still
towering on mount moriahmoniah cover-
ing the holy of holieshollos and the
ark of the covenant had

the blessings of divine revelation
and lost the spirit of the teachings
of its great divinity it had de-
scended to the leveton its surround-
ings and when the shiloh came
there were few to recognize and
receive him he found hishia bitter-
est enemies in what should have
been the house of his friends but
he filled his mission and the mo-
saic dispensation passed away

gospel churches were established
with a uniformity efof faith of
worship of organization but there
was no gathering together no con-
centrationcentration of interests no union of
action therefore no social recon-
structionst on gospel principles
the christian churches were de-
tachmentstachments scattered here and there
among the masses of the enemy

they were powerless to inaugur-
ate civil governmentto create poli-
tical organizations they had no
code of laws no system of ethics
to correspond with their religious
principles under these unfavor-
able circumstances they also had
their former ons and habits
to contend with

the purity of the gospel was
soon tarnished with pagan theories
its simple rites were mixed with
the more showy pageantry of idol
worship totomakemake them more pala-
table to the masses doctors of the-
ology assumed the prerogatives of
apostles audaad gospel truth gave
wayvay before traditionalenal philosophy
until christianity was fitted to
become the panaparaparamountmaunt religion ftfimperialborneome
the change developed but little

improvement ininthelathethe moral condi-
tion of the people the spirit ofot
inspiration had departed the
gospel power of regeneration was
goneone while paganragan romebome became
christian romeborne it still retained
its pagan social vices its political
corruptionscorrupt ions it iron rule its aagg
gressive spirit and its mythical
literature roman paganism had
departed from its early virtues it
and christianity found a common
level and the sword 0 the barbar-
ian was sent forth to relieve the
earth quits overburden of wicked-
ness

pagan romeborne forced barbarian
nations to accept a stemastern but whole-
some

t
despotism which inaugurated

material advancement but christ-
ian bomeborne sent foithforth legions of
monksmona and nuns to fatten on the
products of others labor to live
under the constant restraint of the
wholesome passionsaslone of nature or01
lo10 indulge in profligate idleness
both alike injurious totd the best
interests of bocieksociety

under a ChrichristianrianAfan hierarchy so-
ciety sank below its forformermer stand-
ard of pagan civilization the
orgies of the temple of venus were
transferred to convents and nun
nerie auaand the licentiousness of
romannoman emperors and of
and prefects foundfaund a parallel in the
courtscoutts bf christian princes and in
tietlethe palaces of sanctimonious
bishops andsaid cardidardIcardinalsnals
the legacy of science literature

and art which pagan rommeborne be-
queathedthed to its future was nearly
smothered by christian zeal for
priestly dominion and it was the
revival of classical literature rather
than of gospel truth which first
roused europe fromfrim its lethargy
it infused into institutions of learn-
ing a desire for freedom and pro-
gressgreas newitowIirow hopes and aspirations
were diffused among the peoplejeopieople
and the bible was brought forth
from the dustydusti shelves of monastic
libraries and made the batbatteringbatteningterin9
ram forfim shshattering the fortifications
which tiiathe papal see had been rais-
ing

rais-
inin around itself for centuries

before the reformation the li11

c of thefhe
priesthood had bbecomeacome unbearable
ifit had permeated all the avenues oroi
social life iniia the midst of a rreviv-
ing civilization it stroyestrovee to dragd-rag
religion down to the level of bar-
barism and great political and so-
cial changes were necessary to save
society from anarchy

popery had become the extreme
of0 a corrupt materialism its
doctrine of salvation exclusively by
works by confession and penance
by the purchase of masses for the
dead and of indulgences for crim-
inal licence was too absurd for the
increasing intelligence of the age
the holy see placed itself in
antagonism to the worlds progressgress
and the right arm of its powpowerpowener was
paralyzed

the materialism of the romanboman
catholic religion has been the
tower of its strength it is the key
of the power with which it now
shapes the thoughts and aspirations
of the millions who make up a large
proportion of american and eur-
opean civilization it is tthisls

which gives all polytheistic reli-
gions a strong hold on thetha human
heart

paganism led the worldsworide civili-
zation from the deluge to the time
when the emperor constantine
substituted the crosscrosa for the eagles
at the head of the roman legions
and the primary principles of grec-
ian and roman mythology formed
a large proportion of the ingredi-
ents of the christianity which has
taken the lead in civilization for
fifteen centuriescenturlesuries

the theoretical tendencies ofpro
ism and the ignoring of the

direct interference of the higher
powers in the affairs of men are
its weak points and but a compar-
atively short time elapsed be-
fore its power culminated and itift
is evidently on the decline

popery claimed that men were
justified by works the formersreformersBe
that they were justified by faith
the former is the extreme of mate-
rialismrialism the latter of the doc-
trine of internal purification As
man is both material and spiritual
in his organization any religion
which does not lead both of these
elements in unison must be very
imperfect in its results

popery discarded the bible for
the canons of the church the ref-
ormers discarded the canons of the
church for the bible but they
smothered its practical truths under
a mass of allegorical rubbish andaud
thereby neutralized its regenerating
power
by discarding miraclesmirac tesfes and direct

revelation the reformers threw
away the key of power they de-
based Mmanau by forcing him to lelyiely
on his own judgment where that
judgment is capableincapableri of leading
theyrhey brought the holy scriptures
down to the level of mana unaided
reason by mmaking that reason the
standard of their interpretationlnierpretation
they denied man that light which
alonealone can lift him out of terrestrial
darknessi to the plane of angels
and the gods

they raised his divinity so far
above himim that he failed to discern
any affinity any connecting link
any relationship in the protestant
formulas of worship the idea of
gods relationship to men is simply
allegorical the prpractical coconcep-
tion

neep
U of internalpaternalya interest in ththe

higher power nnaana of childlikeehuchU de-
pendencependence inmanin manisis lost butnut while
it left the mind to Wwanderander without
a pilot on04 thetho limitlesslimitlessjesa oceaoceanu of
theary it measurably untrammeled
the inteintellectilecki and thereby opened
the way to political ito civil liberty and to mamaterialter aI1 pro-
gress

in every age and under every
system of religion there have been
somebome souls purer than others who
havehaid mourned the corruptionscorruptions
around thenthem and longed jurjor some-
thing better they have been the
salt of the earth that has saved so-
ciety from dissolution

man in every age has been self
conceited but each generation will
find its leveljevel in the grand ocean of
life while we admit that christ-
ianity was the parent of many vir-
tues christians should not forget
that paganism has alsoaiso developed
some good in mankind

when this creation has culmin-
ated in the grand dispensation of
thetile falness of times those who are
then progressing in intelligence
will probably comprehend ahat
every religionloaioa has had its special
work to performherforin in developing
mankind that done it liasilas1 passedpasaed
away to make room for sosomethingeth1n9
better until perfectperfectionioniou has been
reached in the falness of divine
intelligence

As science traces in the material
world satisfactory evidences of the
gradual preparation of the ele-
ments for the reception of the suc-
cessive higher grades of vegetable
and animal life until man stood on
the earth in the glonglorgloriouslousious image of
his creator so will the science of
revelation enable those who studstudy
it to discern the footsteps ofdf theattheal-
mighty through thethel past centuries
in developing his great plan for
mansmahs regeneration

sectarian christianity is becom
ing a thing of the past it is netnot
sufficiently comprehensive for the
spirit of thetho age instead of takingle ladind it iab trailing in the dustduet
behindbehinA the car of progress it does
not meet the wants of the nnewaw
phases of jakisexistencetenceteAce scholastic
theotheoriesribs do normand the test of the
great advances in scientific re-
searchbearch they develop no new
principles to correspond with the 1

rapid marchmaroli ofbf intellect
itathasliashadhadaa fair trial for fifteen

centuries and has signally failed
to produce any greatgroat moral changechanie
the licentiousnesstinyfiny

oli of the days of

augustus ceasar finds itsita counter-
part in thetire christian licentiousness
of the nineteenth century vice
may have somewhat changed its
formsforma to suit the circumstances
and policies of the age but jt still
luxuriatesluxuriated under the benign influ-
ence of sectarian christianity prpri-
vate and public virtues are rapidly
becoming matters of moremere commer-
cial value

war Is still the trade of christian
nations dominion the great object
of christian princes and military
loryglory the must exalted idea of the
christian masses under the sway of
thetho professed disciples of him
whose mission to earth was one of
peace and good will to man the
ppoweroweouer tto0 oppress everywhere as-
sertsserts iitsts rrights1

caucasian energy backed by
christian civilization places the
foot of its powe the neck of
the weaker barbarian merciless-
ly robs him of his inheritance for
ces its vices uponlipon him under
which he withers away to make
room for the spread of christianity
the antagonisms of labor and cap-
ital often check the tide of
prosperity and threaten to under-
mine the social fabric of nationsnati

there is the same tendency to
monopolize the elements of power
as heretofore and a general dispo-
sition to use that power to favor the
few and oppress the manytanny pinch-
ing want still hovers around the
hearthstone of thetho cottage while
lavish waste and expenditure char-
acterizeactnot nizef e cherichthhe richerich

history0 records but one instanceaamong tthee great variety of organ-
izationsizations for mans progress of con-
tinuous improvement and that
was the ante enoch
founded on the principle of univer-
sal brotherhood under the guid-
ance of divine inspiration all
others have been wrecked by mantsmans
strong passions or have withered
away underwinder a corcorrodingroding licentious-
ness which has worked its subtle
influences through all thethel avenues
of domestic social and public life

man the spring of one com-
mon parent needs some absorbing
controllingcontconrolingtiding idea that will bring him
in harmony with himself and with
his racezuce that will merge individual
interests and ambitions into one
channel then antagonisms will
ceasecease Mracheachaehach individual willvill dis-
cover that highis own interests aroare in-
volved in those of others mutual
interests will beget mutual depen-
dence the power to oppress will
be broken there will be the ut-
most freedom td16 do right and
wrong wwillilllii be efficientlyrestrained
then brotherhood and fratfraternityerDity
will no longer be the watchword of
the levelling rabble orbr of the vio-
lent revolutionist they will hebe
something moreadre than the rallying
cry of infuriated mobs rousing
rulers from their midnight slum-
bers to find some terrible dread rea-
lized in murdered guards burning
palaces barricadesbarricadedbarricaded streets and gut-
ters running with the blood of0
citizens

instead of antano
there will be a genial good

will permeating all the relations of
life mans life will be lengthened
his usefulness increase dand earths
millennium commenced

As great blessings to mankind
have ever been of slow develop-
ment doubtless history will repeatnemat
itself in the practical realization of
principles that will harmonize ththee
present discordant elements of ex
istance

thelastthe past evidences the truth of
the old adage that there israis time
for alltill things w cause and effect
have ever succeeded each other
with such well defined results that
dark indeed must be the under-
standing that does not admit prepra
ordained in reviewing the
past the circumstances the means
and thethel men seem to have1

been ever peculiarly adapted
to the accomplishment of gods
providprovidencesendes

although the gospel preached by
jesus and his disciples was over-
shadowed by the
ness it left somebome general truths to
the world which served to so mod-
ify the harsher features of pagan-
ism to so enlarge the conceptions
of men that through the purifying
process ofages of change and revo-
lution have been evolved the bless-
ings of free institutions which have
opened up a new era in the worldsworlda
progress onepreeminently of mind
of
development

untiring mental energy of grandarnd i

the resources of the western
hemisphere have developed a f ys
tem of popular governments to
counterbalance the despotisdespotismsms of
the old world this great step
towards revolutionizing former

policies of govgovernment have pre-
pared the way fforor further progress
the transition would be quite in
keeping with ordinary cause and
effect from popular cooperationoperationco
for mutual defence and for self
government to financial union
and social harmony extraneous
force developed the fermerformer and wilwillI1
doubtless be a powerful element in
developing the latter

the elements of the kewke w horld
have been fitted by the special
provilencesdences of the almighty for
the gospel preached by jesus and
his apostles to develop all its pow-
ers for mans redemption berehere
civil institutions aredro so nearly in
accordance with mana natural
rights that social reconstruction in
accordance with the principles of
eternal truth cannot come in colli-
sion with them here divine rev-
elation may so guide every element
of mans nature hisbis pecuniary in-
terestste hishia passions his anetaMetaffectionsions
his thoughts his aspirations hisbis
memories of the past hisbid hopesbopes of
thathe future may so mould and direct
him that he will become subser-
vient to the absorbing desire for
peace union and the universal
good of all and as a final consum-
mation fitnitfit him for a higher plane
off intintelligenceirence than this earthcarth at
preprespresentent affords

even in thisthia latitudinarian age
these ideas will be considered by
many as emanations from the over
fertile brains of religious enthusi-
asts or as the utopian ideas efof the

fanatical butbult when
god works man need not hesitate
certainly the present indicates an
immediate future of rapid andamand im-
portant changes in the general
condition of the human race they
cannot go backward

never before were the elements
so yielding to mans desire to de-
velopvelvei op the hidden mysteries of
nature his present powers of
locomotion anuand of communicating
intelligence find hdrio parallel in ahe
worlds previous history the pre-
sent is socially volcanic under
the surface of long established gov-
ernmentsernments of venerated customs
of precedents and pre-
judices the increasing intellectual
forces of tho age are struggling for
expansion for room prescriptive
authority has not power to banditbindit
increased restraint only gebiegeneratesrates
increased force and when the ex-
plosion comes it will rend the oldbid
crust ofsociety hitointo fragments

geographical barriers to inter-
course are becoming a thing of the
past not only nation but conti-
nents are brought into close prox-
imity and ideas customs religions
and races are rapidly intermingling
antagonisms are becoming more
widely diffused more comprehen-
sive moremord potent in their results
it Is peculiarly a period of greabgreat
aggregations of political powerpoweivandyandand
the cohesiveness of empires is
greatly increased by the apappliances
of steam and electricity Btandingstanding
armies llavelave lacomebecome permanent in-
stitutions and the means forsor rapid
military combinations have greatly
increased

secret associations for effecting
political and social changes aret
prevalent and being generally
based on the principle of establishestablish-
ing equality by humbling the high
instead of exalting the low are suasulsub-
versive of stabilityy and good order

ASAs the atmosphere of our globe is
the medium through which the ele-
ments of lifeilfe andaud physical growth
are distributed BOsd thethel printing
pressress by constantly diffusing a
knowledgenownovledge of passing events by
bbringing the experiences of history
tthehe discoveries in sciencemience and of
mechanical appliances
of the people and bytoy keeping up a
constant interchange of thought
and sentiment is stimulating in-
tellectualtel growth and power

religious antagonisms are nu-
merous and onaon-a gigantic scale be-
fore the era of christianity pagan-
ism was the general religion of the
world at present probably about
two thirds of the populationlation of thedhe
globe mayinay be classedclasseposuas idehstich the
other one third may be ranked
under the four dividivisionsiong ofmabom

greek bomanroman catholic
and protestant with a diversity of
sects and parties when these ele-
ments of powerful antagonisms are
considered in connection with the
spiritspirlt and activity of thothe age we
cannot but anticipate a future for
which the previous history of the
earth wiilwill furnish no parallel we
may well query Is theredothere no culmi-
nation to the worlds boeszwoesboes no
ppointcollat to be reached beyond which
the conditions of human life will
be more favorable to peace and
happiness ji

Is it paganism that is to I1leaded the


