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A FEW RAMBLING THOUGHTS | the blessings of divine revelation

ON A GREAT SUBJECT.

A new system of religion, with
social recomstruction in conformity
with its principles, resembles
citadel in the midst of a system o

outworks in possession of an Enemly.
Among the Ereat variety of reli-

gions which have deve the

lulped
estinies of mankind, believers in |saie dispensation passed

direct revelation from the Supreme
Being have been the comparatively
few among the many, and have

been considered a distinet class | Was no gathe

their fellow men. They

among

1’ receive him. He found

out | scend

and lost the spirit of the teachings
of its t divinity. It bad de-
to the level of its surround-
ings, and when the Bhiloh came
nize and
bitter-
est enemies in what should have
been the house of his friends. But
he filled his mission, and the Mo-
away.
Gespel churches were established
with a uniformity ef faith, of

there were few to

worship, of o;Fmizatiun, but tl:uare:I

ng together, no con- |
centration of interests, no union of

have been like an occasional oasis | action, therefore no social recon-

in a desert world, like a bright spot | struction on - Gospel

loom | The
eg | tachments scattered here and there

now and then relieving the g
of the passing centuries, sometim
brilliant distinet, then losing
its identity in the surrounding
darkness.

neiples.
Christian ehumhaapgrmp de-

among the masses of the enemy.
They were powerless to inaugur-
ate civil government,to create poli-

When the means of exchanging | fical organizations. They had no

ideas, when cause and effect suc-
ceed each other with a rapidity
heretofore unparalleled
world’s history, a religious system
is developing which ap new
because it has been lost for centur-
ies under the rubbish of tradition-
ary errors. However new it
appear, it has all the advantages of
age and precedent; for it embraces
the prineciples taught by primitive
patriarchs, prophets and apostles.
But this going back to what many
of this generation consider the
weorld’s twilight,thisevolving of the
prinﬁici)laa of neration from the
mouldering debris of ages, does not
flatter the egotism of the nineteenth
neﬁtugyil It wtfunds the BEH-EEE
ceit of the y presupposing
sectarian ‘é;riatgnity is wrong,
and that society needs reconstruct-
ing on a new basis,

‘These newly revealed principles
come in collision with the moral
perceptions, with social customs,
with the fgovernmental policies of
the age, and therefore develop
general antagonism in their sur-
roundings; not from necessity, but
because truth and error are ever in
opposition. Their representatives
aim at universal regeneration un-
der the guidance of Divine inspira-
tion. But the sword and the fag-

of, military array and. judicial
espotism do not represemt their
ideas of reforming mankind. With
the fullest confidence in their
prineiples they oppose truth to

error, revelation te tradition, and
a liviag, practical religion to
scholastic theories and mere emo-
tional sensations. They realize
that the transition is great from
modern ethics to the primitive
prineiples of the decalogue.

With the Latter-day Saints, the
great labor of recomstruction im-

plies a state ef transition. Without
a comprehensive literature, enno-
bled by their Erinciplaa, without
educational works for their youth,
imbued with high moral percep-
tions, controlled by a jurisprudence
which is trammeled by precedent,
and ever n[:an fo misconstruction,
with eivil institutions which guar-
antee all they desire, but under
which they suffer from the prejudice
and license of unglrincipl admin-
istrators, can ey successfully
combat the gigantic antagonisms
of their surroundings? Can their
inspirations culminate in a world’s
revolution, through the teaching
of regenerating principles and their
application to the relations of life?

re appears but one answer to
these queries. Their practice must
rapidly assimilate to their princi-
ples, and concentration of action
and reconstruction keep pace with
the increase of oppositien.

History will perhaps furnish some
illustration of their position and
the magnitude of the work before
them. When Christ eame to fill
his mission of redemption, the
eastern hemisphere was essentially
polytheistic in religion. The pagan
standard ef exaltation was low, and
man’s chief divinities were only a
little above him,and were similarly
endewed with virtues and follies,
They were all of the earth earthy,
The mind of man was chained
down in terrestrial obscurity.
ray of light occasionally penetrated
it from ve, it was received with
distrust.

A theoretical philosophy made
up the religion of the learned, the
austerity of the mystics satisfied
those who sought for peculiar puri-
tﬂ, and a traditionary hierarchy led
the ignorant masses.

Even Israel, with its many ex-
periences of the manifestation of
the power of God in its behalf,with
its venerated ritual, with its record
of inspired propheéts, with the pin-
nacles of its sacred temple still
towering on Mount Moriah, cover-
ing the Holy of Holles and the
Atk of the Covenant, had forfeited

If a|

code of laws, no system of ethies

to correspond with their religious

in the | principles. Under these unfavor-

able circumstances, they also had
their former tarditions and habits
to contend with.

The purity of the Gospel was
soon tarnished with pagan theories;
its simple rites were mixed with
the more showy pageantry of idol
worship, to make them more pala-
table to the masses, doctors of the-
ology assumed the prerogatives of
apostles, and Gospel truth gave
way before traditienal philosophy,
until Ct!:lllreisthnity was fitted te
become paramount religion of
imperial Rome.

The change developed but little
improvement in the moral condi-
tion of the people. The spirit of
inspiration h departed. The
gospel power of regeneration was

ne. While Pagan Rome became

hristian Rome, it still retained
its pagan social viees, its political
corruptions, its iron rule, its ag-
gressive spirit, and its mythical
literature. Roman paganism had
departed from its early virtues; it
and Christianity found a common
level, and the sword of the barbar-
ian was sent forth to relieve the
earth of its overburden of wicked-
ness.

Pagan Rome forced barbarian
nations to accept a stern baut whole-
some des whieh ina

which gives all polytheistic reli-
ons a strong hold on the human
earb.

Paganism led the world’s eivili-
zation from the deluge to the time
when the emperor Constantine
substituted the cross for the eagles
at the head of the Roman legions,
and the primary principles of Gree-
ian and Roman mythology formned
a large proportion of the i -
ents of the Christianity which has
taken the lead in civilization for
fifteen centurles.

The theoretical tendencies of Pro-
testanism, and the ignoring of the
direct interference of the higher

wers in the aflairs of men, are
ts weak points, and but a compar-

atively short time elapsed be-
fore its power culminated, and it
is evidently on the decline.

Popery claimed that men were

ws.

—

Augustus Cesasar finds its counter-
part in thie Ghristian licentiousness
of the nineteenth century; vice
may have somewhat changed its
forms to suit the circumstances
and policles of the age, but it still
Juxuriates under the benign influ-
ence of sectarian Christianity. Pri-
vate andpublic virtues are rapidly
becoming matters of mere commer-
cial value.

War is still the trade of Christian
nations, dominion the great object
of Christian princes, and military
%lur , the most exalted idea of the

hristian masses under the sway of
the professed disciples of Him
whose mission to earth was one of
peace and good will to man, the

serts its rights.
Caucasian energy, backed by

r
juatiﬁ&dy by works, the Reformers
that they were justified by faith.
The former is the extreme of mate-
rialism, the Ilatter of the doe-
trine of internal purification. As
man is both material and spiritual
in his organization, any religion
which does not lead both of these
elements in unison, must be very
imperfect in its results.

opery discarded the Bible for
the canous of the church. The Re-
formers discarded the canons of the
church for the Bible, but they
smothered its practical truths under
a mass of allegorical rubbish, and
thereby neutralized its regenerating

power.

revelation
away the ke

By discarding miracles and direct
the Reformers threw
y of power. They de-
based man by foreing him to rely
undhis uriI; udgmilt, ?hfmd'ihm
udgment is incapable of leading.

hey brought the Holy Scriptures
down te the level of man’s unaided
reason, by making that reason the
standard of their interpretation.
They denied man that light which
alene ean lift him out of terrestrial
darkness, to the plane of angels
and the Gods,

They raised his divinity so far

above him that he failed to discern
any aflinity, any connecting link,

any relationship. In the Protestant
formulas of worship the idea of
God’s relationship to men is simply

ugurated | allegorical. The practical concep-

material advancement, but Christ-|tion of paternal interest in the
ian Rome sent forth legions of|higher power, and of childlike de-|cease. Fach individual will dis-

monks and nuns to fatten on the
products of others’ labor, to live
under the constant restraint of the
wholesome ions of nature, or
to indulge in profligate idleness,
both alike injurions to the best
interests of society. _

Under a Christian hierarchy so-
ciety sank below its former stand-
ard of pagan civilization. The
orgies of the temple of Venus were
transferred to convents and nun-
neries, and the licentiousness of
Roman emperors and of preters
and prefects found a parallel in the
courts of Christian prinees, and in
the palaces of sanctimonious
bishops and cardinals.

The legacy of science, literature
and art, which n Rome be-
queathed to its future, was nearly
smothered by Christian zeal for
priestly dominion; and it was the
revival of ulamieal, literature rather
than of Gospel trath which first
roused Eu from its lethargy.
It infused into institutions of learn-
ing a tiqealreh for free%nm a;ult ro-
gress. New hopes and aspirations
were diffused among the peeple,
and the Bible was brought forth
from the dusty shelves of monastic
libraries, and made the battering
ram for shattering the fortifications
which the Papal See had been rais-

around itself for centuries.
fore the reformation, the li-
centiousness of . the Romish
riesthood had become unbearable;
t had Eermeated all the avenues o
social life. In the midst of a reviv-
inﬂ' civilization it strove to drag
religion dewn to the level of bar-
bﬁ!ﬁﬂh and great politieal and so-
cial changes were necessary to save
society from anarchy,

Popery had become the extreme
of a _corrupt materialism. Its
doctrine of salvation exclusively by
works—by confession and penanee,
by the purchase of masses for the
dead, and of indulgences for crim-
inal licence, was too absurd for the
increasing intelligence of the age.
The “Holy See” placed itself in
antn?nimn to the world’s progress,
and the right arm of its power was
paralyzed.

The materialism of the Roman
Catholic religion has been the
tower of itsstrength. It is the key
ﬂlfa the power with which it now
sha
of the millions who make up a large

|

propertion of American and Eu-
ropean civilization, It is this

the thoughts and aspirations |

a pilot on the limitless ocean of | interests will
theory, it measurably untrammeled | dence,
the intellect, and thereby opened | be broken.
to political regeneration,; | most freedom to do right,

channel.

Christian ecivilization, places the
foot of its power-upon the neck of

policies of government have pre-
the way for further progress.
he transition would be quite in
keeping with ordinary cause and
effect, from popular co-operation
for mutnal defence and for self-
government, to financial union
and social harmony. Extraoeous
force developed the fermer and will
doubtless be a powerful element in
developing the latter.

The elements of the New World
| have been fitted, by the special
providences of the Almighty, for
the gospel preached by Jesus and
his Apostles to develop all its pow-
ers for man’s redemption. E)arﬂ
civil institutions dre so nearly in
accordance with man’s natural

power to oppress everywhere as-|rights, that social reconstruction in

accordance with the principles of
eternal truth cannot come iu colll-
sion with them. Here divine rev-
elation may se guideevery element
of man’s nature, his pecuniary in-

the weaker barbarian, merciless-
ly robs him of his inheritance, tfor-
ces. its wvices upon him, under
which he withers away to make
room for the spread of Christianity.
The antagonisms of labor and cap-
ital often check the tide of
prosperity, and threaten to under-
mine the social fabric of natious.
There is the same tendency to
monopolize the elements of power
as heretofore, and a general dispo-
gition to use that power to favor the
few and oppress the many. Finch-
ing want still hovers around the
hearthstone of the cottage, while

—

| many

terests, his passions, his affections,
his thoughts, his aspirations, his
memories of the past, his hopes of
the future, may so mould and direct
him, that he will become subser-
vient to the absorbing desire for
peace, union and the universal
good of all, and, as a final consum-
mation, fit him for a higher plane
of intelligence than this earth at
present affords,

Even in this latitudinarian age,
these ideas will be considered by
as emanations from the over
fertile brains of religious enthusi-

lavish waste and expenditure char- | asts, or as the Utopian ideas ef the

acterize the rich.
H Iatnri
among t

“fapatical Mormons.” But when

records but one instance, [ God works man need not hesitate.
e great variety of organ- | Certainly the present indicates an

izations for man’s progress, of con-|immediate future of rapid and im-

tinuous improvement, and that
was the ante-diluvian Enoeh,
founded on the prineiple of univer-
sal brotherhood, under the guid-
ance of Divine inspiration. All
others have been wrecked by man’s
strong passions, or have withered
away under a cerroding licentious-
ness, which has worked its subtle
influences through all the avenues
of domestie, social and public. life.

Man, the offspring of one com-
mon parent, needs some absorbing,
controling idea, that will bring him

portant changes in the general
condition of the human race. They
cannot go backward.

Never before were the elements
so yielding to man’s desire to de-
velop the hidden mysteries of
nature. His present powers of
locomotion, and of cemmunicating
intelligence, find no parallel in the
world’s previous history. The pre-
sent is socially voleanie. Under
the surface of long established gov-
ernments, of venerated customs,
of precedents and traditionary pre-

in harmony with himself and with |judices, the increasing intellectual

his race, that will merge

individual | forces of the age are struggling for
interests and ambitions into one |€xXpansion
Then antagonisms will authuri!:yil

for room. Prescriptive
as not power to bind it.

Increased restraint only generates

gnd&ncﬁ in man,is lost. But while | cover that his own interests are in- | increased force, and when the ex- -
left the mind to wander without | volved in those of others. Mutual | plosion comes it will rend the old

the way

The power to op

press will

ere will be the ut-|course are becoming a thing
and | past. Not only nations but econti-

t mutusal depen- | crust of society into fragments.

Geographieal barriers &0 inter-
of the

to civil liberty and to material pro- | wrong will be efficiently restrained, | nents are brought into elose prox-

gress.

In every
system of religion, there have been
some souls purer than others, who
have mourned the corruptions
around them and longed
thing better. They have been the
salt of the earth, that has saved so-
ciety from dissolution.

Man, in every age, has been self-

for some- | cry

conceited, but each generation will
find its level in the grand ocean of
life. While we admit that Christ-
ianity was the parent of many wvir-

tues, Christians should not forget

Then Bbrotherhood and fraternity

age and under every | will no longer be the watchword of

the levelling rabble or of the vio-
lent revolutionist. They will be
something more than the rallying
of infuriated mobs, rousing
rulers from their midnight slum-
bers to find some terrible dread rea-
lized in murdered guards, burning
, barricaded streets, and gut-
rs running with the blood of
¢itizens.
Instead of frictionizing antago-
nisms there will be a genial good
will permeating all the relations of

that paganism has also developed |life. Man’s life will be lengthened,

some good in mankind.

his usefulness increased,and earth’s | P

When this creation has culmin- | millennium commenced.

ated in the grand dis

tion of| As great blessings

to mankind

the fulness of times, those who are | have ever been of slow develop-

then

in intelli
will - o

p.rcﬂnﬁasin nee | ment, doubtless, history will repeat
p ly comprehend ihat|itself in the practical realization of |

ro
every religion has had its special | principles that will harmonize the

work to perform in developing B!maent discordant elements of ex-
mankind; that done, it has tence.
away to make room for something| The past evidences the truth of

better, until

perfection has been | the old adage, that ““there is'a time

reached in the fulness of Divine | for all things.” Cause and effeet

intelligence.

As science traces, in the material

bave ever succeeded each ether
with such well defined results, that

world, satisfactory evidences of the | dark indeed must be the under-
gradual preparation of the ele-|standing that does not admit pre-

ments for the reception ef the suc-
cessive higher of vegetable
and a life, until man stood on

the earth in the glorious i of

mage
his Creator, so will the science of | to the acecomplishment of

revelation epable those who stud
it to discern the footsteps of the Al-

mighty through the past centuries | Jesus an

ordained desigo. In reviewing the
past, the circumstances, the means
and the men seem to have
been ever peculiarly adapted

od’s

providences.
Although the gospel preached by
his disciples was over-

in developing His great plan fer |shadowed by the surrounding dark-

man’s regeneration.

ness, it left some general truths to

Sectarian Christianity is becom- | the world, which served to so mod-

ing a thing of the past.
spirit of the

e lead, it i8 trailing in the dust
behind car of progress, It does

It is net | ify the harsher features of Paga
sufficiently eomprehensive for the | ism, to se enlarge
age, Instead of taking | of men, that through the purifying

the conceptions

rocess of ages of change and revo-
Putiun have been evolved the bless-

not meet the wants of the new |ings of free institutions which have
phases of existence. BScholastic|opened up a new era in the world’s

theories do not stand the test of the | p d
great advances in scientific re-|of untiring mental energy, of gramf
They develop no new | development.

search.
principles to correspond with the
rapid march of intellect,

l.

; one preeminently of min

The resources of the weslern
hemisphere have developed

It has had a fair trial for fifteen |tema of popular governments, to
cenfuries, and has signally failed | counterbalance the despotisms of
to produce any great moral change. | the Old World,
The licentiousness of the days of| towards

This great step
revolutionizing former

8 £¥ys-| PO

imity, and ideas, eustoms, religions
and racesarerapidly intermingling.
Antagonisms are becoming more
widely diffused, more comprehen-
sive, more potent in their results,
It is peculiarly a period of great
aggregations of political power, and
the cohesiveness of empires is

| greatly increased by the appliances

of steam and electricity. Standing
armies have become permanent in-

| stitutions, and the means for rapid

military combinations have greatly
increased.

Secret associations for effecting
political and social changes are
revalent, and, being generally
based on the prineciple of establish-
ing equality by humbling the high
instead of exalting the low, are sub-
versive of stability and good order.

As the atmosphere of our globe is
the mediam through which the ele-
ments of life and physical growth
are distributed, so  the printing
Emaa, by constantly diffusing a

nowledge of passing events, by
bringing the experiences of ry,
the discoveries in science and of
mechanical appliances within reach
of the paoipla, and by keeping up a
constant Interchange of thought
and sentiment, is stimulating in-
tellectual growth and power.

Religious antagonisms are nu-
merous and on a gigantie scale. Be-
fore the era of C anity pagan-

ism was the general religion of the
world. At present probably about
two-thirds of the pngulaﬂon_ﬂf the
globe may be classed assuch. The
other one-third may be ranked
under the four divisions of Mahom

n- | medan, Greek, Roman Catholic

and Protestant, with a diversity of
sects and parties. 'When these ele-
ments of powerful antagonisms are
consid in connection with the
spirit and activity of the age, we
!mnnt but anticipate a future for
which the previous history of the
earth wiil furnish no parallel. We
may well gquery, is there no eulmi-
nation to the world’s woes? No
int to be reached beyond which
the conditions of human life will
be more faverable to peace and
happiness.
| 1sitpaganism that is to lead the




