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culture ts a commanding desideratum
of our day.

It has been said that the twentleth
century will be a sociological age.
&incerely trust that {t mayv—and more
eapeclaily so if the sclence of soclology
be {llumined by the Christly ideal. |

Personally I have little faith in
knowledge apart from wisdom. To
know the evlls that threaten modern
life brings little power to cope with
them. We have got to have, a motor
force In some way. Knowledge alone
seemd no more than moonlight-—we
may see by it, but it has no generat-
Ing power—ijt does not move the deeps
of being, nor qulcken the soul.to aec-
tlvity. |

But let there be a fusion of knowl-
edge with 2 whaole soul faith tn higher
and divine things, then nactivity is
atarted; forward movement begins;
the good I8 reaclhied after, the old and
the bad are left behind and a new life
open8. This is B0 on the physical
plane, on the moral plane and it Is so
on the spiritual plane. And It is not
less the cumre on the plane of our as-
soctated life as eitizens. In this neld
as in others, one of the firat requlaites
1a the Incentive power of a good ideanl,
a standard of excelience, a great end
to work towards, a poal to be reached,

For this reason we have called our
subjeet for thie evening, "The Suprem-
acy of Clvie Culture.” The ideal state
fike a atar In the heavens. has shone
brilllantly before the vision of the
#reateat minds of the race. It was so
ta the mind of the great Hebrew legis-
lator, whose whole soul was filled wlith
& most transcendant conception of na
divine theocracy. It was s0 to the
mind of the loftiest of Grecian think-
erd. who constructed the classic Re-
publle. It was sp In differing degrees
of light, to 8ir Thomas Moore and Lord
Bacon. and after another order ft WAl
80 to our modern Bellamy. But above !
all it was g0 mostidivinelv. universal-
ly and perfectly to the Christ mind,
And through the Christ inind to 8t,
John and to 8t. Augustine thelr
viglon of the Citv of Cod.

That such wvislons are
man and that they have
tfona In the eyecling Periods
history,
rrilamon'

ut our world fs atill a ver roEn
workaday world, very. very ym%terﬂll‘i.‘
in its bane, structure and Interplay of
natural Influences; its Subjective ideal-
ism saldom grows or rises to objective!

reality. White Chapel slums make a
dark background to the west end m'1
London. much as the enst is to the
west end of Fifth avenue of New York,
The pauper and the prince are extremes
all too Indicative of the dislocation of
modern society.

The difficulties of these antitheses
confront us far more painfully in the
city life than in the country iife: and
possibly we may find a most helpful
inference from the contrast. The one
if better than the other largely for the
reason of the difference in reapect to
light. air. space and freedom: Darke |
ness, congested conditione. foul air and |
the tyrxanny of crowded vice malke it
imposrible for slum populations to get
out of or above the vitiating forces of
their daily life.

S8wedenborg’s doctrine of correspond-
ences has a basis of truth that eannot
well be gainsaid, Bad physieal environ-
ments give hoth shape and color to the
character of those who dwell thereln,
This same doctrine is equally Inter-
pretative of the phenomena of our
elvic life. The Ignorances, Indiffer-
ences, the corruptions and the Incom-
petences of metropolitan life are neither
more nor lesse than the concrete formms
of spiritual deformities; they are the
bad effect of bad causes.

Omn the assumption that such reason-
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ponasible to |
reformula-
of human |
I8 no faint evidence of future

ing is wound, we'may take it for griaht-
-4 thHat our efforts In the work of civie

culture will only be muccessful to the
extent of our conformity to the prinei-
ples, of what for our present purpose,
we Wil call the selence of life,

A pober estimate of modern Beience
should make us gratefut for fts min-
iatr¥, for sclence properly so called i#
Increaningly opening the way for ths
effective treatment of many, if not of
all, the abnormal conditions of our
pthlie life.

For the convenience of treatment we
may eonfine our attention this evenlng
to the ethics of elvie culture, the edu-
cational requirements of civie chlture,
and to the patriotle inapiration of ecivie
culture.

For our present purpose we may leave
out the speculative theorists in regard
to the origin, the nature Aand the au-
thority of ethies. Our aim, as the aim
of your' League. in or should be ahove
all things practienl. We have to deal
with ohjective realitiens, rather thnn
with ahstract ideas, We are membera,
tnits of A community. ‘The a=zsociated
life of our ecommunlty is our Arst and
supreme consfideration. Under what
conditions are we living as a people,
right here in this metropolitan center
of this intermountain reglon?

What metropolitan character are we
buildine up for ourselves? What are
the dominant forces of our city life?
What manner of persons Are wWe [s
parents, guardiane, teachers, ministers
and merchanta? - What 18 the silent
trend and formative force of our pri-
vate and publig 1ife in relation to the
ohtld-life and youth-life of this clty?
These nll are questions that reach
deeply the moral prinelples of our eltl-
zenship; If we are wrong here we are
wrong everywhers. Nothing on earth
can he a subetitute for the eternal
verities. Tt Is "righteousness that ex-
alteth a natipn,” and maoral principles
alone can give strength and glory to a
elty.

In our eflforts for civie culture we
must indeed empharize moral tralnine.
and we must do it allke In the home,
in arhpnl And In the forom. TLet us
rlearly distinguish the difference he-
tween external aceration and the
rrowth of life. We do not cultlvate
hricke or rocks. but we do by culture
ald the growth of geeds.

The germinal potentialities Are
Intently embedded in our youngest eftl-
zenAa, and on us rests the reaponaibility
nf the proper condltions for their de-
velopment-——of their development on the
lines of truth. purity. honeaty and
growing kindness. Naturally pur first
efforts are In the home—around the
altar of the family life.

Reverting to the doetrine of corres-
pondences we may be nssured that the
parasites which attark the structure
and health of our bndies are flzurative
of the insidious action of little faults
slight devintionm from truth, wee In-
dleations of impurity, small thefta. and
trifling eruelties. which, if allowed, soon
arquire a vitiating dominaney, and
alam ton frequently overrun the entire
organiem of the apiritual nature. Lit-
tle “white* Hes may all too soon de-
valop tnto hlack llez until the whole
1tfe frn darkened by falsshood and du-
plicity.

If these moral parasites start in the
home they apread rapidly to the achool.
The observant.teacher soon finds out
defectlve or improper home training.
And since religion, technically at least,
18 excluded from the school, it be-
comes all the more urgent that in
moral principlea our youth are all the
more earefully tralned and strength-
ened. The home and school are Inti-
mately related and should he co-oper-
ative. Pnarents c¢an greatly ald the
tenchers and where parents are wise
they will do everything In thelr power
to strengthen the love and respect of
their children towards thelr teachers.
This brightens, *gladdens and greatly
alda ‘the teachers in thelr work' and
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If I may be pardoned I ahoul
say here, though I may be mdmllt:]fe;o
but I speak alike from experience and
observation, that there Ia a5 8erious de-
fect on the part of parcents, »4 lack of the
due appreciation of the teacherg' work
and relationship to the family ife of
the puplls. ‘There should he po tamlly
guest more welcome or more honored
than the teacher. All forms or life re-
quire the warmth and the brightpess
of sunshine. Happy 1'elntlonahipﬁ are
the sunshine of eltizenship, The honie
life and the school days should have
this sunshine in rich abundance,

From such a garden of eivip culture,

the voung eltizenn will enter the open
forum of the eity fortifled ang quall-
fied for thelr widening 1|4ty ang

regponsaibilities; made Atrong in their
Arst springtime; strong In truth, honor
and generohs conduct, they will be
strong In thetr growing manhood. mre
honor of the eity will he their hgnor
This is all & work of growth, g culture.
proper and not an accretion: it s
growth alone that gains the atrength
for the reamistence of the adverse the
falacious and impure. Development of
eltizenship with such a foundatign of
ethleal prinelples is a cltizenship that
will atand firmly when the stopma of
evil gather,

At 2 measurement of the actun) eon-
ditlons of modern soclety and mare
especially 80 in the large ang erowded
cities, there is much to chill the warm-
eat endeavore for improvement. For-
tunately and to the credit of humanity
there are born to the race souls whaose
reforming. philanthropie and edygative
enthusiasm cannot erushed out.
They are the 8aviors of the world.
They raise the enslgns for the nations.

Théy bear up the standards fo, higher
good. They lift up higher the {deals
of the city, the natlon and gor the
world.

Thelr principles becone surs and we
live In the richer fruita of their Iphors.
We reap what they have sowpq, It is
the manifest destiny of creation to
move forwards to more ahundant
| beauty, power and goodness. ‘The gld-
eat known record of the earth wag one
of chaos and darkness {f Intell|gences
saaw it then and fee It now and 1f they
have seen the censelessly evolving
transformations to the present hour,
how deepened must be their profound
admiration of the wondrous wisdom of
the divine order,

Are we not Justifled in supposing
that the self same principles are em-
hedded in the world of humanity?
That is. principles of Progress, that
have to work thelr way from lower to
higher forme. from tribal groups to
patriarchal hetterment and order;
from patriarchal simplieity to natlonal
complexity. Then within the nation
there grows the elty life, the |ife in
which we find ourgelves. and the prob-
lems of the eity lfe are theose which
now demand our thought.

Eduecated citizenship is the grand
disideratum, It sometimes appears as
though we expected citlzenghip to
reach its best by allowing it to take
eare of itself. t0 grow up and spread
fin the manner of the wlld fruits and
the sage bruph,

We educate for almost every earthly
thing and for some few heavenly
things. but’how strangely we leave out
educated eitizenshlp. Do we this from
folly, from ignorance or from culpable
atupidity? One of the most inatructive
dircoveries made by the satirle Gulliver
was that of an island the Inhabitants
of which were a wry necked people.
On reaching their metropolls, Gulliver
noticed that all the streets and publie
sguares were ankle deep In mud. On
getting his explanation of wry mnecks,
he found them to be a natlon of as-
tronomers. born to the study of the
heavens. Thelr facea werc all turned
upwards; they saw the st{Fa“but cbduld




