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{t gives me great pleasure to have the
privilege ol meeting with the Lauter-day
Saints in this conlerence. | l:leed not
say to you that I have been highly de-
lighted with t'he soupd instruction that
we have received this morning and the
testimonies that have been borne by
Elders A. H. Cannon and M. W. Mgrrlll.
These brethren have been portraying to
this congregation the great necessity for
the people being employed. Illmaglne
that some people also need their minds
employed. I delight, my hrethren and
sisters, to belong to ahi association that
worships God, and where all things are
done by common consent. 1 delight to
be numbered ammong that people where
every man can speak his own views
without feeling under any restrictions.
] delight in being associated with an
organizalion where there is a perfect
law of liberty exiended unto the mem-
bers thereol. Paul the AposI‘le said he
was not ashamed of the Gospel of
Chyrist, tor it was the power of God un-
to salvation unto all those who beiieved,
and a perfect law . af liperty—that is,
periect liberty to do what was right.

While sitiing on my seat | Bave been
going overa iittle of the early history
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Sainis. In speaking ol these things
i have todepend entirely upon what 1
haye read and what I have heard others
say; Dut as iflear as I can understand

oseph Sm:th_ came to establus_h the

Church of Chiist upon the earth in tius
\he dispensation of the fulness of times
He was not a graduate of college. He
was not a man who prepared himseif to
be the leader of this great dispensation.
He was an ordinary manm, laboring with
his father in the fields, Butihe Lord
had mercy upon the young man, and
undoubtedly he had been ordained be-
jore the foundations ol the earth were
jaid to come forth in this dispensation
to be the medium thiough which the
Lord should reveal His mind and wiil
unto the children of men. ;

But there s une thuig § have noticed;
from the very tme tbatihe Prophei
Joseph went out 16 pray in secret in the
woodla ds 1n the Siate of New Yprk,
the power ol Satau has been manitest.
That power atiacked the young mian
1o such an extent that it seemed like 1t
wottld destroy “him; but our Father in
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bheaven and His Son Jesus Christ, con-
descending to answer the 'prayers of the
young Prophel, came down and visited
him, and the power of Satan was at
once bamshed. Now, is it not strange
that the devil could not allow this young
man to be alone while he poured out
his soul unto God? It may seem strange
10 some, but I must confess that | have
got tothat condition of mind where 1t
does not look strange to me. We find
that the Prophet of the Lord, in going
to keep his appointments with the angel
Moroni, was interrupted and waylaid by
ruffians who desired to destroy his life.
We find that the ministers of the various
denominations in the regiou in which
he lived were aroused with bitter ani-
mosily against him, and from that time
torth it was one continual stream of
oppression and opposition, until the day
he laid down his lite for the testimony
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
I think the Prophet was arrested some
forty-nine times and honorably acquitted
of the charges that were made against
him.

While traveling in the Southern States,
I visited the home ol Colonel Charles
Zachary a resident of Henry county,
Georgla. He bhad attended a meeting
that was held by Elder Mathias F.
Cowley and myself, and invited us to
his home after the meeting. He was a
man of prominence and experience, his
hair was as white as snow. He said o
me that there was something strange
and remarkable about the Mormon peo-
ple. He remembered well of hearing
iany vears ago of a young prophet
calted Joseph Smith, that prolessed to

‘receive revelations trom the Lord, in

the State of New York. He also re-
membered hearing of him gomg 10

‘Ohio, and from tnere to Some ot the

western states. He said he had ceen
reading the newspaper tfor about forty
years, and had read a great many
articies about the Lautter-day Saints, but
nad never read anything good about
them, But, he said, what nas impressed
me very strongly 15 the fact that you
people nave grown and multiplied, ana
finally you are takiug a part in lne
puliucs ol the pation. He remarked
that he thougnt he couid see something
in the destny of the Mormops that had
a grealer power with it than the power
o tnan. Weli, I felt complimemed to
belong to the orgamzation we which this
gentleman reterred..

After the Prophet had left 1he state of
New Yotk be was busy all the nme, and
the o¢ppusition against him became
great and poweriul. You all know the
nistery of the persecution of the Sauns
in Missouri ar.d m llhnois. The per-
secution began 10 have its effects upon
some ¢f the Latter-day Samnts. As
the parabie ot the Savior, some ol the

seed had fallen upon stony ground, and
when persecution came they turned
away sorrowing;it was found that the
seed had not taken good root. This can
bhe seen in the early history of the
Church. There was one man who held
the position of counselor to the Prophet
Joseph Smith; be was a great orator, and
he became so enthused with the power
of his oratory that he thought he could
carry the Kingdow of God before lim,
and le told the Prophet that ne thought
he could get along without him. The
Prophet said, “You try i1, Sidney.” He
did try it, and he withered up and be-
came almost unknown and lost his
Priesthood, his gift, his power, as do all
thiose who have turned their faces away
from this people and opposed the pre-
siding authority thereof from that day
to this; but the kingdom of God has
not been shaken, but has gone steadily
forward and onward until it has arrived
at a condition when there will be pres-
ent during this conference representa-
1ives of t1om filteen to twenty nations,
who will hold up their hands to support |
Wilford Woodruff as the prophet, seer
and revelator to this Church. Many of,
the Saints found fault with the Prophet
Joseph. Some of the presiding authori-
ties found tault with him; and at one
time things had reached such a climax
that there were only two of the Twelve
Apostles, then present, who stood firm
and faithful to the Prophet Joseph.
Satan isa man of great intelligence,
having dwelt with God the Eternpal
Father; and he knew that Joseph Smith
was, in embryo, one ot the greatest
prophets that ever came lorth among
the children of men. Therefore, he
sought by seizing hold of and over-
powering him to vlot out the possibility
of the Church of God being organized
10 this the dispensation of the fulness ot
times. But this is another instance
which shows that the wisdom ot the
Lord is greater than the cunming of the
devil. ‘The Lord came to 1he Prophet’s
aid when hie knelt in the woodlands in
secret prayer,who was assailed by Satan,
and he had strength given to him ac-
cording to his day and he was released
from tlie power ot the evil one.

What i want to bring before your
minds is this; Here were men who had
testified toar God the Eternal Father
had given them a tesiimony, who had
testified that Jesus Christ was the Son
ot the true and hving God, and that
Joseph South had been raised up as a
prophet, and they ilurned their faces
away from the servant of God in the
hour of tribulation. These are they,my
brethren and sisters, that the Savior
likened unto the seed that fell upon
stony ground and it did not grow. They
stood, tirm for a little season, but when
persecutiun came they tfound fault with



