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it gives weme great pleasurebasure to have the
privilege of meeting with the latter day
saints lnin thisls conference I1 need not
say to you that I1 have been highly de-
lighted with the sound instruction that
we have received this morning and the
testimonies that have been borne by
fitters A H cannon and M W merrill
these brethren have been portraying to
this congregation the greataea necessity for

the people being empemployedloyod emagine
that some people also need their minds
employed I1 delightsdelight citymy brethrenI1 I1

and
sisters to belong to an association thathat
worships god and whereherea all things are
done by common consent I1 delight to
be numbered among that people where
every can speak his own views

without feeling under any restrictions
1 delight inin being associated with an
or bation where anere is ita perfect
law of liberty extended unto the mem-
bers thereof paul the apostle said he
was not ashamed of tuetoe gospel of
christ torfor it was the power of god un-
to all am who believed
and a fact law aai ttha is
perdew tbarty totb do awis rightfight

while sitting on my seat I1 havehav been
going over a little of toethi early history
of abe church otof jesus christ ofof latter
day saints in speaking of these things
I1 have to dedependpend entirely upon what I1
have read and what I1 have heard others
say but as near asaa I1leancan understandstand
joseph smith came to establish the
church otof chichiist upon the earth inthis
the dispensation of the falness of times

he was nota graduate of college he
was not a man who prepared himself to
be theshe leader of this great dispensation
he waswag an ordinary man laboring with
laishis father in the fields but the lord
had mercy upon the young man and
undoubtedly he hadbad biedbeen ordained be-
fore theabe foundations otof the earth were
laid to come forth in this dispensation
to be the medium through which the
Lad should reveal his mind and will

haxoanlo the children of minmen
awat there is aae thing I1 have noticed

from theible very time the prophet
joseph went out to pray inia secret in the
woodis ds in the state otof york
thebe power otof satan hhas beinbeen manliestmanifest
that power attacked the young man
to such an extent that it seemed like it
1wooldjd destroydes troyl biffi but father in

heaven and his son esuajesup christ con-
descending to answer the prayers of the
young prophet came down and visited
him and theahe power otof satan was at
once banished now is it not strange
that the devil could not allow this young
man to be alone while hebe poured out
his soul unto god it may seem strange
to some but I1 must confess that I1 have

ot to that condition of mind where itboesoes not look strange to me we find
that the prophet otof the lord in going
to keep his appointments with the angel
moronimoron was interrupted and waylaid by
ruffians who desired to destroy his life
we find that the ministers of the various
denominations in the region inin which
he lived were aroused with bitter ani-
mosity against him and from that time
forth it was one continual stream of
oppression and opposition until the ddayay
he laid down his litelile for the testimonytestimon y
otof our lord and savior jesus christ
I1 think the prophet was arrested some
forty nine times and honorably acquitted
of the charges that were made against
him

while traveling in the southern ststatestes
I1 visited the home otof colonel chalcharlesries
zachary a resident of henry county
georgia he had attended a mmeeting
that was held by elder mathias F
cowley and myself and invited us to
his home after the meeting he was a
man of prominence and experience his
hair was as white as snow he said to
me that there was something strange
and remarkable about the mormon peo-
ple he remembered well of hearingbearing
many years ago otof a young prophet
calledcalled joseph smith that professed to
receive revelations from the lord in
the state oloi new york he also re-
membered hearing of himhint going 6
ohioI1 and from mere to some otof the
western states he said he had been
reading the newspaper torfor about forty
years and had read a great many
articles about the latter day saints but
had reidread anything good aboutbout
them but he said what riashas impressed
me very strongly is the fact that you
peopleeople nave grown and multiplied antianagoalbyfinally you aream taking a part in ane

politics of01 the nation he remarked
that he thought he could see something
in the destiny of the mormonscormons that hacibad
a greater power with it than the power
oi01 man well I1 felt complimented to
belong to the ororganization to which this
gengentleman referred

auteraier the prophet had left the state of
new york he was busy all the time and
the opposition against him became
great and pottpowerfulerful you all know the
astory otof the persecution of the damis
in missourimisouri and in illinois the per
secution begantb have its effects upon
some of the latter day saint As in
the parable ofoffc the savior some ot61 the

seed hadbad fallen upon stony ground and
when persecution came they turned
away sorrowingsorsorrowingrowin it was found that the
seed had not talentaken goodfood root this can
be seen in the early history of the
church there was one man who held
the position of counselor to the prophet
joseph smith he was a treatgreat orator and
he became so enthused with the power
of hishb oratory that he thought he could
carry the kingdom of god before him
and he told the prophet that he thouthoughtht
he could get along without him thethe
prophet said you try it sidney he
did try it and he withered up and be-
came almost unknown and lost his
priesthood his gift his power as do all
those who have turned their faces away
from this people and opposed the pre-
siding authority thereof from that day
to this butbul the kingdom of god has
not been shaken but has gone steadily
forward and onward anutit has arrived
at a condition when there be prospres
ent during this conference representa-
tives of from fifteenfit teen to twenty nations
who will hold up their hands to support
wilford woodruff as the prophet seer
and revelator to this church many of
the saints found fault with the prophet
jpsephjoseph some of the presiding authori-
ties found fault with him and at one
time things had reached such a climax
that there were only two of the twelve
apostles then present who stood firm
and faithful to the prophet joseph
satan is a man of great intelligence
having dwelt with god the eternal
father and he knew that joseph smith
was inin embryo one of the greatest
prophets that ever came forth among
the children of men therefore he
sought by seizing hold of and over-
powering him to out the possibility
of the church of god being organized
in this the dispensation of the falness of
times but this is another instance
which shows that the wisdom otof the
lord is greater than the cunning of the
devil the lord came to the prophets
aid when he knelt in the woodlands in
secret prayer who was assailed by satan
and he had strength given to him ac-
cording to his day and he was releareleasedse d
from the power otof the evil one

what I1 want to bring before your
minds isis this here were men who had
testified god the eternal father
had given them a testimony who had
testified that jesus christ was the son
of the true and living god and that
joseph smith had been raised up as a
prophet and they turned their faces
away iromfrom the servant of god in the
hour of tribulation these are
brethren and sisters that the savior
likened unto the seed that fell upon
stony ground and it did not grow they
stoodoed turm torfor a little season but when
persecution came they found fault with


