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CONFERENCE NOTICE.

The Sixty-elghth Sem!-Annual Con-
ference of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints will convene In
the Salt Lake Clty,
10 o'clock on ... .Jday morning, Octo-
ber 4, 1897.

The officers and members
Church generiily are cordially in-
vited to attend the of the

. Conference.
WILFORD WOODRUFF,
GEORGE Q. CANNON,
JOSEPH F. SMITH,
First Presidency.

Tabernacle, at

of the

meetings

THE NON-PARTISAN COMMITTEE.

The ‘“News” has not the falntest

hope of elither satlafying or silencing
the ward politielansg who are Inveigh-
ing against the non-partisan commit-
tee, and heaping all sorts of accusa-
tiona upaon it, inctuding tyranny, Czar-
Hke methods, star chamber sittings,
dark-lantern procedure, ete. The com-
mittee has threatened to abolish the
occupation of the ward politician, and
that Individua! |8 consequentiy In no
mood to accept any explanations or
arguments, nor to be satisfied with
anything short of the annihflation of
the committee,

But there are thousands of voters
in the ecity, who are honest and con-
scientious, and who desire to support
that policy which will yield the best
results in municipal affairs, who are
in danger of belng misled by the repre-
sentations of the rounders and heelers,
and a few words of explanation, and
a few statements of fact, addressed to
them, will, if listened to in eandor,
help them to a realization of the situ-
atlon.

The accusers of the committee say
it is gullty of gross assumption; has
adopted un-American methods; has
attacked the llberties of the people
by preventing a. popular expression
In primaries regarding nominations;
is assuming the role of dictator, ete,
Now the facts are simply these:

The manner in which city affairs
has long been conducted had created a
sentiment of profound dlsgust In the
minds of thousands of citizens, es-
pecially leading business men and tax-
payers. It was natural that one busi-
ness man should expresg this sentl-
ment to others, who In turn heartily
endorged it. Thus was created an at-
mosphere that Inevitably produced
spontaneous action. It was plain that
if & reformation was to be effected, an
organlzed movement must precede it;
and an Informal meeting of prominent
business men was held to consider
what to do in the emergency.

These gentlemen knew perfectly well
what a storm among the politicians
their action would raise. They fore-
8w the accusatlons that would be
heaped upon them, and the abuse they
would be obliged to endure, but in the
consclousness of their own integrity,
and realizing the ineatimable henefits
that would result to the elty as a
whole, they decided to proceed with
thelr work, Other meetings were held,
and a plan of campaign wag matured,

Why did not the committee give the
people a chance to be heard, by pro-

viding for primaries and conventions?
Because the committee represented no
party having local committees to ar-
range for and conduct such aBssem-
blages. It had no party machinery at
its command, and therefore could put
none in operation. Furthermore, its
chief labor was to destroy party ma-
echinery, so far as munieipal electlon=
are concerned, and had It gone to
work and c¢reated some of its own, It
would have been open to the charge
of stultlfication. Primaries and con-
ventions are the very means by Whlch
corruption is accomplished, and by
abollshing them the committee gained
jts first great victory over the heelers
and rounders. The latter are howling
because the opportunity to make the
pwapas and bargains through which
rascals attain power is not to be af-
torded them, in the shape of primaries
and conventions.

In declding not to provide for pri-
maries and conventions, the commlttee
have displayed admirable shrewdness
and foresight, ag well as conslstency,
and have baffled the plotters in ad-
vance. When the voters of the city
come to appreciate thls point at fts
full value, they will enthuslastically
support the committee and its policy.

Again, the committee I8 not a po-
Itical bady: its work I8 not political;
its ajms and ambitions are not po-
litical. It !s a body of business men;
I1t& work is pure businesa: it seeks to
accomplish none but buslness results.
It is therefore more than justified in
abjuring ordinary pollitical methods
and precedenta; it iz morally bound to
do so.

One of the first things the mem-
herse of the committee did was to
pledge their honor as gentlemen that
rll thelr acts, and all the nominations
they might favor, should be strictly in
harmony with the non-partisan and
business spirit in which their work
was begun; and it !s the unanimous
testlmony of every member concern-
ing every other member that this
pledge has been faithfully kept
throughout all their work and dellber-
ations.

No man has been before the com-
mittee seeking office for hlmself or
friend; and beyond doubt such an ap-
turned

plicant would be promptly

down. Nelther has any member of
the committee shown a taint of
nepotism, while they have un-
alterably resolved not to ac-
cept office themselves. The com-
mittee are and clalm to be noth-

ing more or leas than cltizens who
are personally and patriotleally inter-
ested in the welfare of the city, and
who are engaged In maturing a pure-
ly business proposition to submit to
the sharehalders in the municipal cor-
poration, the taxpayers. That propo-
gition will take the form of a munmi-
cipal tlcket, and the committee has a
perfect right, in every senae, to sub-
mit it to the peaple of the city.

THE PABS.

“Try not the pass, the old man
gaid.”” This poetic advice has always,
since {t was written, recelved consider-
able favor-—as poetry, not otherwilse.
As a matter of fact, the human anj-
mal reads “Excelsior” admiringly
only thal he may the more compre-
hensively and unblushingly disregard
its injunction, iIf we may jJudre by
what goes on continually. It looks as
if the natural stubbornness of man-
kind had been appealed to by reason
of {t8 being made known to him that
certain things must not be tried, let
alone accomplizhed, and these things

he wili do to the exclusion of some
others.

The efforts to discover a pass ACross
the region surrounding the North
Pole have cost thousands of lives and
millions of money. Nature has
erected a barrler which so far has sue-
cessfully withatood every assault upon
it. In characters which we ought to
understand by this time she has
wrltten upon the outer wall, “Thus
every year the attempts 10 penetrate
the frozen zone continue,

Then there Iis the Chilkoot pass,
which is more an object of interest to
the world at large Just now than any
other. A good many have succeeded
in leaving It behind, and very many
more have falled and will continue to
fall in attempting to do so. Those who
are g0 near its summit now that get-
ting back is difficult and going ahead
dangerous, or a majority of them, wlll
assuredly wish they were elsewhere
before long. Spurred on by dreams of
wealth surddenly and easlly acquired
when once the goal ia reached, they are
buoved up and borne onward until it
becomeas physically impossible to pro-
ceed further: then what? Sickness,
hunger, disaster and death. Yet with
all this staring them In the face there
is not likely to be a complete cessation
of the impetuous caravan's onwird
march until the word comes from the
promiscd land that the means with
which to fulflll the promises or any
considerable part of them are exhaust-
ed or so nearly so that it is utterly
futile for any more to come with the
hope of getting away as well off as
they came,

Then there is the Khyber pasa, which
is at present a source of the most
profound interest to various portions
of Europe and Asia. It is about a=s
impossible when manned by a hostile
force as that of Thermopylae or any
of the others named or unnamed. And
the Afridis are hostile, just now de-
cidedly so, as many a Brltish soldler
can bear ample witness to and many
more would if only the dead could
gpeak

It would not be the correct thing to
close thiz chapter and leave another
kind of pass unmentioned. It i the
one by means of which a person pro-
cures transportation from point to
point or admisslon to some sort of en-
tertalnment without golng through
the customary transaction of paying
in coin {or paper) of the realm. This
kind of pass I8 much better known
than are the others and Is the common
resort of every tongue, clime, condi-
tion and almost every age., It Is ex-
ceedingly popular, always in demand,
and if it did not encourage such pro-
ceedings by constantly ¥ielding to ad-
vances, the dlscouragements frequent-
ly received might curtail Ita ({ssue
somesvhat. It I8 much the same In all
piaces and all ages, and of {t may:*
truthfully be sald: “Age cannot dim
nor custom stale it infinite varfety.™
It la a very handy thing to have some-
times, but by reason of its acceasibil-
ity is not always treated wIth the
conslderation to which {t 18 entitled.
It Is too late in the day, or rather in
the century, to discuss the ethical
features of the case; it belng one that
has passed along from age to age aec-
quiring additional recognition, cor=~
responding respectability and increas-
ing proportions as 1t progressed. Like
the country paper, it has come to
atay,and the best we can do Is to keep
it shorn ag much as may be of abuses
and as distant a8 posslible from the
hands of the uaworthy.

MISEIONARY CORRESPONDENCE.

The letters written by missionaries
for publication jn the “News' are of-

ten of a highly entertaining and in-
structive character, and are greatly



