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Written for this Paper.
ARE WORKERS ONLY TO BE BLAMED!

It would almost sppear to a looker-
on or to a reader of the papers, as if all
the blame of all the conditions exist-
ing in this country is to be thrown
“‘sans ceremonie’ upon the shoulders
of the laboring population, and as a
corollary to this, that all emplo yers,all
capitalists, all politicians, are the very
models of propri«ty, the embodiment
of righteousness, the very soul of honor
and the makers of the nation inwhich
we live. This representation may
arise from the fact that most newspapers
are owned and conirolled by the eritics,
and the accused has not so many faciii-
ties (if any) for the statement of his
grievances, heavy though they may be.

1f there are strikes, and riots, and
violence, the participants are denom-
inated as aliens, or anarchists of some
degree, and their presence here is
stigmpslized a8 & menace to the nation.
They are often called criminale, and
ihe older natione are charged with
making this the dumping ground for
the uncoutrollable elements of their
own society. Now, thisis not fair at
the outset, for agents from this country
traversed Kurope for years, by
gneeches and epecious literature beg-
ging all creation—the ‘‘downtrodden
and oppressed?’’ of all nations, to come
here and enjoy those blessinge of lib-
erty to them hitherto unknown! On
the eame line of action, manufacturers
and capitalists contracted for
labor abroad, until Jegisiation had
to make it a penal offense, which com-
pelled greater secrecy, though some
assert that it is still continved in vio-
lation of law. Bteamship companies,
since sallers were superseded, have
found it a profitable part of their busi-
ness to encourage emigration, almost
without supervision or restraint! That
under this loose method some wun-
desirable persons huve found their way
here, need not be denied; but the
country is to blame for thls and not
the ones who are denounced. But
politiciavs kave jugeled with this
element, and for fear of losing a few
votes of some mnationality, they have
winked at malfeasance in office. Dis-
erimination has been avoided, and far
too often this crude populace have
been admitted to the polls, and in-
directly have influenced the home
citizen’s natural desire for well being
and laudable self-defense!

Every now and again this (allacious
form of concillation has been pointed
out in leading citier, by men who
gensed the dangers thereof, but the
man or parly who waated the Irish
vote, the Hungarian vote, the Italian
vote, or the German vote, sougbt to
conciliate the influential of that
nationality as a quid pro quo! More
than that, the teeling of a wvagrant
sentiment has been encouraged, in that
men were not urged to become whole-
souled Americans. They were allowed
to remain Irishmen or Hungariane in
fact, while nominally c¢itizens of
agrander and better country, as was
assumed. BSocielies have been formed
and encouraged; means have been col-
lected and sent, by the former class at
least, in enormous aggregate to foster
animoeity, and against the friendly
comity of a nation as greatand proud
as ours; United Irishmen, Fenians,
Parnellites bave flourished on this

supply, collected and sent abroad, with-
out remonetrance, because it was justi-
fied (8o they said) of political expedi-
ency. And in deference to this senti-
menf, vicious under the circum-
stances, the flag of these alien hordes
have floated from the public buildings
of our largest cities. When one offigial
decried and forbade this, the patriot
everywhere saw its propriety; and he
was sustained. Since that, another
official has ruled the other way, as a
conciliatory move, an electiorn belng
clcse at hand.,

All the great centers are affected by
this feature; municipalities, counties,
states and the pation, bear witness
that offices are bought, and others are
filled by those who have to be placated
for services rendered or to be per-
tormed in some expected political cam-
paign; and the spoils of office are
counted upon as the summum bonum ot
all mapenvering, and the universally
undisputed method of patriotic (?) re-
ward.

Combinations and trusts for the ge-
curing of assured interest upon capital
are always legitimate(so ssy the papers)
but combinations of labor to prevent
reduction or secure advance are con-
sidered to be anarchial, particularly if
persuagion i8 used with wuon-union
men ameoanting to what is ealled in-
timidation. Butif 8 man’s business is
crushed because he will not become a
member of a trust, it is Jooked upon
without compunction for the man or
firm at ail.

On the bagis that none should seek
to preventa man from working at a
lower price than his fellow, an eastern
house (abetted by the railroads)
ewamped the Utah Boap company
years ago, for they laid down soap here
at Chicago prices because they had the
power and means. Every other strug-
gling industry of our Territory is thus
beset, if no higher attribute of hu-
manity is to be brought into play than
that of soulless er necessitous compe-
tition.

Then, again, where it comes to the
sensitive character of capital and its
righte, about which we hear ad naus-
eam, caun it not be said thai most of
our great capitalists = made these
mammoth fortunes in trade or
manutacturing? A, T, Btewart began
life as a peddler, he died the ostensible
owper of many millions. Was
that wealth acquired legitimately?
Was he justified in exacting profits
from those who bought, until by cum-
ulation he owned as much as all his
trade combined? He is dead, but
there are hosis of similar men and cor-
porations of one kind and another—
we could mention their names—who
have advanced from poverty or labor
to what might be oalled undue
sffluence. Tneir employes mark the
expangion of their works, bullding anua
rebuilding each time on a more palatial
scale, They bear of the grandeur of
their homes, the magnificence of their
surroundinge, their style ard fashion
and table, the obsequience of their ser-
vante, and they are confronted every
now and then with a reduction of
their remuneration, ten or fifteen per
cent on work or a few cents per ton on
coal! It would be less than human
natare of any kind, if no query were
asked as to the everwidening gulf
belween the conditions of the producer
and his boes!

A certain proprietor in Wales in-
berited a vast iron works which had
been founded of his father., He and
his family (a8 he called his workers)
had grown up together; their interests
were identical; mutual confidence
made labor pleasant and remuner-
ation more Llhan certain., A few
demagogues wormed their way
among the workmen and pressed the
necessity of unien in self-defense. They
had no grievance, but suspicion was
aroused. Their old friend was looked
upon as their enemy, spite ot all ex-
perience. For years they had gone to
him for counsel even in their private
affairs, But coldness crept in, in its
stealthy way, and the old man suc-
cumbed in death to the changed con-
ditions. His sen was heir to the
business and the works, and this
changed feeling wrought upon a more
sensitive organization than the father’s
a condition of despondency. To be
suspected was death; but bis remon-
strance fell upon a soured and jealous
soil, and eacape only seemed possible
by the elosing of the works, which was
eventually dope!

Very little of such a regretful feeling
is possible among the multi-millionaires
of this amazing country. Sympathy
there is none, and wealth 1ndulges so

freely in ostentation and pa-
rade, that maybe envy and
jealousy are aroused whem &

better acquaintance, greater cordiality,
and warmer interest between the
classes would ward off that danger
which seems imminent in almost
every state!

It is a sad reflection upon our eivili-
zation, upon our patlence, upon our in-
ability to cope with human nature, to
realize that in seven states of the Re-
public, troops are in the field to put
down riots, based on labor disputes,
which ought to be settled amicably
and peacefully as they arise from time
to fiime! Maybe the American
character is too intolerant, too impul-
sive, too sure that everybody is in the
wrong but one; that this may yet be-
come gerious as was the war of the
Rebellion is not improbable, and that
was as uncalled for a8 any war on
earth from the standpoint of today, for
it wasa “*word and a blow* without
diplomacy, without truce, without
arbitration, yet at the cost of millions
of treasure, and at a fearful sacrifice of
life and property.

We would not have it thought, how-
ever, that labor is without fault; but
4]l can see that to the toiler every re-
duction uf wages means 8 diminution
of comfort for wife and babies. Even
the few cents a day which a proprietor
would throw Into the gutter is the
margin between desire and enjoyment
which it I8 criminal to disturb. To
continually apply that test which asks,
““how little can we pay that man for
his labor??”? and then enforce it, will
lead to untold destruction of property
and drench this land In blood. It is
the “sowing of dragons’ teeth,’’ which
will eventually produce an army of
desperate and uncontrollable men!

STAKE CONFERENCES.

ST. JOSEPH.
The quarterly conference of the St.
Joseph Btake of Zion was held at
Pima, Arizona, Jupe 10 and 11. It
was well attended, There were present




