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THE LAST DAY’S BOMBARDMENT OF
WAGNER AND GREGG.

The New York Herald’s Morris Island cor-
vespondent, writing on the 6th inst., gives the
following glowing description of the terrific
bembardment to which batteries Wagner and
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incons ‘ivably great,  Besides,
other water than that obtain«d frim wells dug
in the sand about them, in the old quarantine
burying grourd. No more water comes from
Charleston to them and no mere supplies.

As I close, the firing from our baitteries and
from the ironclads is rapit end in‘ense and will
be main‘ained until the resuit is reach: d.

Gregg weore subjected on the day previous to'

the night-decampment ot the Confederates
| heads.

from Morris Island. His account is very
readable and partakes not largely of the im-

The rebels in Wagne: have beenso thorou-h-
ly hbumi iated and depressed by our ternble
bombardment that they do not show their
Their sharpshooters are silent, Not a
1ifle har cracked since yesterday morniog.

Our men in frent boldly seat themselves on

aginative: |

In accordance with an order given the
evious day, fire was opened on Wagner
all our batteries yesterday morning at
daylight. The fire from our batteries was
rapid and effective and the range being ob-

Ilﬁrﬂ,

the parapets and calmly watch the effects of our
withim 100 yards of the retel wo k. As
yet, nor.e have bean injured by the reb+l sheil,
but 1 or 2 were wounded yesterday by frag-
ments of projectiles,

Our sappers, taking advantage of the quies.

tained, we poured into that work projectiles

such as never before were broug .t to bear

upon any sand battery.

The results were most encouraging. Our
beavy rifle tEr«:ny&:::tllqu.-:l lowed through the
parapets of the rebel work and plunged dee;:)lty
into the ecovering of the huge bomb-proof,
where they exploded and threw bhigh inthe
alr immense quantities of sand.

The firing was at short range and very ac-
cura.e. Not one shot out of ten failed to be
effective. At tim+-s 2 or three shells would

cent state of the rebe's, have push-d their rap
most vigorous'y —wo-king like badgers under
ouar fire,

Oar loss since yes*erday morning has been
exceedingly small--ouly 1 man killed and 5 or 6
wounded.

i -~

ANCIENT WARS.

The word battle, in the military art, signi-
fies an engagement between :wo bostile armies,
drawn up in regular order.

otriks together and the gleams of fire, the
volumes of smoke and tons of sand that shot |
quickly up, then rolled off the dingy clouds
and give the immense mound covering, of t.ha\
proof an appearance not unlike a mini-

ature vo'cano in full eruption. |
The rebels attempted to make some deferce
ia the early moments ot the bombardment and
for & while fired rapidly and spitefully their
ecannister, grape, shrapaell and shells; they
eou'd pot stand to their guns. The fort gleam.

Unlike different nations of old, our generals
entertain no superstitious notions or plans,
but fight w hen it may be deemed expedient.

The rigid superstitions of the Jews in olden
times prevented thew not only from giving
batt'e, but even from defending themselves,
upon the Sab*ath day.

The Athenians were proh bited by the an-
cient laws of the country from drawing out
their forces for battle till after the 7th day of
the month.

ed like hell with fires of exploding shells ard
instent death awalited the bold spirits who
dared to face our guns.

Ian ha'f an hour the fo t became silent. Not
a shot was agaio fired froo it during the day
and not a livin being showed nhimself above
the parap:t or indsed oatside the bomb-proof.

Early in the morning the frigate New Iron-
sidea steamed up 1o a position off the fort and
opencd her immense batteries on the work

er practice was most excellent and her fire
very rapid, Two or three of her 1t inch shells
were io the aic or exploding in the fort at once.
Such a furious fire was never ket t up by her
before. From daylight until dark ber guns
were in full play and Wagner smoked like »
¢oal pit from the bursiing shells,

Lucian, speaking of the Laced®monians, re-
lates that, by the statistics of Lycurgus, they
dared not fight before the full moon.

A similar custom prevailed among the
ancient Germans, who regard«d it as impiety
to engage in the waue of the moon.

The E.OIII! had their peculiar days, called

eliares dies, wherein alone it was lawful to
Join battle; and others, whereon it was unfit,
called dies atri; but, less scrupulous than the

Hebrews, these latter were only observed in |

respect to aitacking.
The ancients never joined battle without a

great deal of ceremony. Thesignals of battle
among the Romans were sounding the classi-

shields with their javelins, and aisplaying

The jownt bombardwent sontinued until night
et in and made objzcts undistinguishable, The
effect of our r.re upon the fort was marvelous
The great mound of sand under which the gar-
1ison found safety was ploughed down by the
furrowing shot At least 8 feet of earth was
ploughed off by the infernal firs. The parapets
were knocked down, the guns dismounted and
the fort was terribly battered and could scarce-
ly be recognized. All its lines seemed to be

faced and it presented the appea: ance of an
irrregular muss of pand—a heap without form
or shape,

It was apparent that another day’s fire would
expuge the timbers of the bomb-proof and its de-
struction would be but the woik of an hour, if
the rebels could be prevented from repairiog
the damages during the night,

Our success to-day wag pretty nearly beyond
doubt. At dark,all but 2 of the breaching bat-
teries bad ceased firing. Two heavy rifl-s and
17 mortars were still in play snd coutinued
their fire during the entire nifu t

Professor Grant’s calcium lights were plac~d
well forward and threw upofi the breach of the
bomb-proof a brilliant strexm of light, which
made every portion of the rebel works as plaia-
;y and clearly defined as it could be wmad-r the
fall rays of the noon day sun. Owr guns were
easily aimed and not a rebel, it is paid, made
his appearance near the work during the entire
night.  Indeed, to have done so he would have
bzen a fortunate one to escape the shells from
our guns or our sharpshooters’ rifle balls.

The f.ing of the night was very accurate and
eonsiderably reduced the size ofthe bomb- proof.

This morning at daylight all our batteries
sgain opened upon Wagrer and thefiring is now

olhg - 0 most rhpruuﬂy. Before 7 o’clock, all
the monitors and ironclads took up a position
i line before ths rebel work and began their

work of ihe day.

Up 1o this time (10 »clock) they have been
firing rapidly, with good effect. Not a gun has
been replied to by tre rebels on this jsland.
though the ba'teries on James and Sallivan’s
island are in full blast. We are tiying to
breach §he bomb-proof, which is covered with
25 feet of sand,

Allis gong on mcet satisfactorily As 1
clogs we think we bave them in a tight place.
The steamer ssi's too soon to justify any cona-

ectures as to the result; but [ can 8ay we are

eful.
naval battery has been directed agalinst
Gregg, aided by | or 2 gurs of less ealih:a‘. It
has not fired since

! yesterday noon and showe
- that it toe has experionced ::u small Iﬁﬂlnl:l

battering. Its parapet and homb. .
ly furrowed and t xn up. and ’}m P

Wwag guit fi-
ant that I saw a hgeach in the ab—irn: of
erday afterapon. Whether it actually ex-

sia may not bs g0 certain,
The condition of the rebels on this islapd is
aot of tﬁh;d“pia r.mmiuu character, They
cannot & place outside of their '
where they can be at all ng. VA gl

The beat to-day is intense and the suffsrings

from the praetorium a peculiar flag, called by
Plutarch a red mantle. Similar to this was
the custom which prevailed among the
Greeks, of sing:ng the pman, or hymn of com-
bat, as they moved forward to the charg-.
The many readers

modern and aneient military events will be ' C2P
when “we assert that S3ptur

astonished, poss bly,
notwilistanding the great armies which have
been opposed to each otter upon sanguinary
fields, during the progress of the re bellion,
they are but small ies of men, comparad
with the immense armies of ancient times.

Indeed, the armies which we are assared by
history have been
the earlier ages almost stagger our belief.

Se-ostris is said to have led 600,000 toot,
24,000 horse, and 27,000 armed chariots on
his famous expedition into Upper Asia.

We are told in Seri
barbarous potentate

were totally exterminated by
monarch Asa.
rumbers eng

tue Jewish
Nor are the a counts of the

marvelous.

Xerxes invaded Greece with a fleet of more
than 1300 trienners and a land army of 2,100,
000 men. According to Herodotus,

The last D rius, when he engaged Alexan-
der at Issus, mustered in his army 600,000;
and some historians make his forces at the
battle of Arbela amount to a million. The
ease with which these immense hosts were
defeated by comparatively trifling numbers of
Greeks give us the meanest idea of their
bravery and military skill. We must except
the instance of Plato, where the victory was
obstinately disputed, and the carnage conse-
quently dreadful. There are few instances
upon record of a battle so completely decisive,
Of 300,000 men, of whom the Persian army
consisted at the commencement of the action,
not four thousand escaped the destruction of
that fatal day.

The Romans, although they sometimes kept
very numerous forces on foot in different parts
of their dominions, seldom employed above
forty thousand men in the same army. In
their war with the Gauls, subsequent to the
first Punic, they levied between seven and
eight bundred thousand tmpg, butthey acted
in separate corps. One of the largest armies
they ever btuuiht into the field was that de-
feated, or rather destroyed, at
Hannibal. It consisted of 76,000 foot and
8000 horse, of whom only about 3000 escaped

Was, Was some years
the slaughter of 60,000 Carthageni.ns on the
banks of the Metaurus.

We shudder at the crue'ties which
times Ittﬂlltglnh" the triump"is of Rome ove
ber more barbarous and undisciplined enemie
Scipio destroyed 50,000 Syrins at

of the rebels, cooped up as they a
ahelters, l';ﬂ!‘l’ilg in the tutrll,:l- ?;a

illﬂkhﬂhll&ldelﬂ ad of fresh air,

im cloge
t of those

may h.

Marius, in his contests with the
ex‘erminated 300,000 of

them,
battle againat the Cimbli, be

bave no men. In three battles aga:

i

cum, a general charge, striking upon their |

pture that Zeriah, Iiwifa, who was there. He made the best of

» invaded the kingdom of his way to Pocahontas and
Judah with a million of his subjocts, w'!'o Charles Hotel,

aged at Mount Zemaraim on both tin
sides, and the carnage of the I.raelites less ge|

‘alarms, General Davidso ’s army, as they

the whole 'were informed, having left that
of his sex and land forces numbered about' count

five millions.

|

Cannz, by

death or capture. This defeat, terrible as it and
afterward revenged by |trouble, and he determined to

I
|

gome- ta

r with h'm, and “claimed him as his own. "*—
8. Gaptain Gentry
Magnesia. an e

Teutones, cavalry
In a second Miseourl State Miit'a cay
tlew 120,000 weze in search of Colonel Burbr

[SerzemBzx 23, 1863.

Scylla cut to pieces 200,000 men. The bloody
d« feats he sustained from LRucullus, during
the giege of Cyzicus, ecostthe same Mithri-
dates 300,000 of his forces. ©On one o casion
Julius Cesar cut up an army of 363,000 Hel-
vetiane; on another eceasion be extirpated
430 000 Germans who had crossedthe Rhine
in quest of new seltlements.

In the civil wars of the Romans themselves
we find instances, e msidering the number of
troops engaged, of slaughter equally dreadful,
In the battle before the Colline gate at Rome,
Telesinus, a general of the Marion faction,
commanded 79,000 men against Cornelius
Sylla; 12,000 «f these were taken and massa-
ered in cold blood after the action Al the
rest perished either en the field or in the
flight by the swords of their implacable
countrymen.

In the year 1218, fatally distinguished as
being the epoch of tlie first irruption of the
Moguls and Tartars into the southern pro-
vinces of Asia, the destroyer, Ghrngis Kean,
marched to the siege of Otiar at the head of
700,000 combatants. Mobammed, the reign-
ing Sultan of Karasm, opposed bhim with an
army 400,000 stronz. The weaker party was
defeated, and the Tartar conqueror com-
menced his sanguinaiy career by the des-
truction of 150 000 of his enemies. At the
storming of Karasm, Mohammed’s capital,
200,000 persons were massacred, and half
that num‘er sold for alaves; 90,000 were ghot
to death with arrows in cold b'ood on the
plains of Nesa; 1,747,000 were butchered in
the two citics of Noshabur and Tus, and their
dependencies, 1,600,000 in the district of
Herat, and in the last battle fought by
Ghengis Kbhan against the re'els of Targat,
300,000 are reported to have perished. To
dismiss this su'ject, the Chinese records in-
form us that in the first fourteen years of the
Mogul empire the number of persons des-
troyed amounted to the dreadful total of
$,000,000.

But from the year 1200 down to the present
century have contending hos's been less
bloody in their conquests and more generons

in their disputes, and the battles of the
preseat age, as regards bumani'y, are favora-
hly marked, in comparison with those revolt-
ing contests and conquests of olden times.

[Frem the St. Lou's Republican, Angust 28.)
HOW JEFF. THOMPSON WAS CAUGHT.

The redoubtable warrior and swamp ran-
ger, Brigadier General M. Jeff. Thompson—
as has been annouuced—arrived in this city
Wednesday night, on the Iron Mouutain Rail-
road, and was escorted, under proper guard,
tothe Gratiot street military prison, where
be now abides in all the state and dignity of

1pacquaint«d with ‘@ prisoner of war. He was accompanied by

t. Reuben K.y, bis A. A G., who was
d at the same time and place as Jeff.
Our reporter was permitted to visit General
Jeff at the prison yesterday afternoon and
learned some particulars of his capture, and
ethet incidents not wninteresting:—

1S CAPTURE,
The General said he made an arrangement

brought forth to battle in ' with some mem'ers of his staff to meet him
|at Pocihontas, the whole party being then at

Little Rock, and intending te come to Mis-
souri on & reeruiting tour, the Gen ral going
by way of Jomesboro, Arkan=as, to see his

put up at the St.
Soon after his arrival Capt.
Kay came and stopped at the same hotel.
For two days Thom;son was engaged in wri-
letters, while Capt. Kay employed him-
drawing and examining maps. Monday J
evening found them still at w.rk, they think-

ing themselves perfectly safea from war’s

part of the
ry. Aboutdusk, bowever, the two beard

a noisy tramping of horses outside, creating
more than ordinary confusion. Cajt. Kay
whispered, ‘““What is that»” «Qb» replied
Jeff, ““it is some of our boys, Perh:p., who
have heard that we are here.” Thompson
was sitting near & window facing the street.
A borseman rode up, and po.ing his insinua-
ting face inside the window said, “Where is
G:neral Thompson?” *I am General 1 bhomp.-
son, eir,” replied Jefl. ““Then you are my
prisoner, sir. Why, how are you Jeff®7—
“Hello! Gentry, is that you2” replied T.,
nothing disconcerted, a'th he recognized
tain Gentry, of the Second Missouri State
itia cavalry, and commenced tearing
bis letters. As Captain Gentry dismounted,
Captain Kay whispered, “By thunde:! here’s
the feds¥” ““Don’t say a word,” replied Jeff,
“but take these maps and put them in the
kitchen stove as quick!y as possible—a’] the
while tearing up his letters. Jeff. says he
could have escaped but for those infernal let-
ters; for Le had his horses on the other side
of the river, iutendiag, ifdanger of capture
resented itself, to make his way out of the
ack door of the hotel, swim the river, and
once ever, the devil could not have eaught
him. But that huge pile of letters—not less
than fifty—implicated parties in this State
elsewhers, which would get them into
estroy them. |
Thus his chances of escape momentarilv les
sened, until Captain Glll.tl{ entered the room,
pped him on the shoulder, shook hands

said he was in command ef
xpedition consisting of the First regular

and his own company, the Second
alry; that they

nst Mithridates,

| theyr bad leazned was in that “neck of woods,’”
but when seme seven miles from Pocaliontas,
a man had told bim that J. Thompson was in
the town, telling the very bouse where he
‘cou'd be found., He bad come after a Colo-
‘nel,” said Jefl, ‘and caught a general. He did-
’nt go on the principle of the wan who went a
fishing and therew ali the ealfish be caught
back inte Lhe river, saying, “When 1l go a

‘cattin® I go a cattin’;bu’ when I go a fishin’,
I go a fizhin’?

He took whatever he caughi;
and by Jove, he took me.”

A SURFPRISE.

Not long after the captare—Jeff having de-
streyed his letlers and Captain Kay his maps,

| with the excepntion of a few, which preved of
' cong-derable importance, and which are pow

|in possession of the mili ary here—an amusing

ingident occurred, Lieutenant Miller, ordi-
nanece officer of General Crandall’s command,
hearing that Jeff. Thompson was in Pocahon-
tas, went in to se- bim. Unaware of the pre-
sence of Federal troops, he rode quite Lncon-
sciously into town, by mere chance passing
the pickets in the dark. and proceeded quite
leisurely to the hotel where Genera: Jeff was
stopping. At the door he was stoppea by the
gu rd, who told him he could not get in unless
be was an officer. “I am apn officer,” replied
Miller, “and must go in.”” He passed in and
saluted Jeff., remarking, “Ah, youv’e got some
Feds. I see,” observing a number of gentle-
men i+ the room with blue uniforms and 'hink-
ing they were Jefi’s prisoners. “Yes, §
have,” replied Jeff., ““and a daa.ned big lot of
them, too.”> Just then Captain Gentry walk-
ed up to Miller and said, ““You are my pris-
oner.” “Aint you jokmng?” asked Miller,
still believing Thompson was in command,
““A’t he jokinug, General?*? appealing 1o Jeff
“Yes,” replied the latrer, “but it’s a con-
founded serious joke.” Then the truth Sashed
on the benighted .nd confused mind of Miller
that he was in a town surrounded by Federal
cavalry, a: d that, instead of Thompson hold-
ing those “blueccate™ in the room as his
prisoners, be was theirs, The lieutenaut re-
signed his sword without further parley.

TOM REYNOLDS AND PROCLAMATIONS,

Tom Reynolds was mentioned. Jeff. sail
Tom bad gone from Little Rock to Shreve-
port, Alabama, with bLis staff, about the 20-h
L8t intending to return to Little Rock in a
few days. Some one said, “Tom is great on
proclamations.” * Yes; but he can’t come u
to you in that line, General, eh?” *Well,
bad two or three more ready for you,” said
Jeff , ““all printed and ready to distribute, but
they are in possessien of my staff, who failed
to meet me; and | am very much afraid the
will be published; th-y will not read very wel)
while I am a prisoner.” He then spoke of his
famous proc/amation about the “cattle on a
thousand hills > He said it was a little high
seunding, but events had proven every wozd
of it to be true. “MN the prople,” be said,
“had turned out to a man, as [ advised in that
prcelamation, affairs would wear a different
aspect now. The war would have been end d

sooner. But now Il donot loek for peace in
fifteen years.”

COPFERHEADS AND DRECKINRIDGE MEN,

The General was very bitter on copper-
beads and secesh sympathizers, “If a man,”
said he, ‘“is a southern man, and not in the
fight, he is worse than an enemy.” He aleo
denounced Breckinridge democrats. “There’s
Bela Hughes, Stringfellow, Jim Byras, Wil-
lard Hall, Silas Weoodson, Jim Craig, John
W. Reid, Jobn Sco't, Dave Atchison and
others, who denounced me in 57, because [
wouldo’t zo into Kansas to fizht—said [ was
fishy on the nigger guestion—and not one of

.

idge, Ihn‘

them bas ever struck a blow for the Seuth:
but nearly all of them are on the other gide.?

AFTEARANCE OF GEXERAL JETF.

The costume of the General is exceedingly
upmilitary. He was clothed in a coffre
colored cloth coat, a canary colored vest, with
brass buttons, and a pair of brown mixed
jeans pants, and his shirt collar and eravat

etrayed the most scrupu'ous indifference as
to personal appearance. He talked with a
fluency and comprehensiveness, howev-r, that
was truly charming, and only equalled by the
characteristica of bis proclamations. H{ has
a smiling red face—a pleasant face, indeed—
and his manner is quite agreeable, although
dashed with a leaven of his well known
egotism. He is about five feet eight or nine
inehes high, and presents anything but the
formidable appearance his reputation would
have one to expect. Pressing his visitors to.
call on him !'r:l;uently, the party, of whom our
reporter formed one, took their leave,

- B e

WaaT A MiracrLE 18 —A priest, in Ireland,
baving preached a sermon on miracles, was
asked by one of his concregation, walking
homeward, to explain a little more lucidly
“what a miracle meant?”

‘“Is it 2 merakle xou want to understand?*
paid the priess. *““Walk, then, there forninst
me, and I think I can explain it to you.”

The man wa'ked on, and the priest came
after him and gave him a tremendous kick,

“UghP’ roared the sufferer, “why did you

do that?*

“Did you Pale it?’* agked the priest.
“To be sure Fdid,” replied the man.
““Well, then, it would have been & merazkle

if you had not,* returned the priest.

— A man in Bath who has peve® heen ac-
customed to using glasses until he heard he
waa drafted, became almost as blind as Bar-
thimu as soon 28 the intelligence reaclyd

1B



