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A SPITE PROSECUTION.

THE verdict of the jury In the Par.
song’ case, as [ublished in Wednepday
evening’s DESERET NEWS, was anticl-
pated by every rational and unhiased
reader of the particulare In the care:
There was positively no ovidence|
aganinst the Marshal. It is surprising
that on the flimsy testimony adduced
a grand Jury could bring in n true bili.
It wns n former grand jury that pre-
tented it and which ignored » graver
charge against the defendant, Perhaps
they thought they would be considered
partial towards bim if they failed to do
anylhing in elther case,and so indicted
him in this,

Butone thing was made very clear in
the course of the investigation. The
caute of thies sattack om the Marshal
was his ralde en the gamblers ard
8unday liquor sellers,snleo the hatred
with which he is regarded by the

aper which he has rued for libel
g‘hia wag brought out during the trial
in & manner that left no room for
doubt.

Spite prosegutions are a scandsl and
n disgrace in sny commusity. They
ought to be diecountenanced and
where possible the promoters ought to
be peverely punished. The law is not
intended to be made the vehicle
for the wreaking of private ven-
geance, and it s alwnys =&
prostitution of fits power when it is
used for tbe gratification of persopal
animosities,

The fact that the bullding erected
by a number of persons, one of whom
was Marshal Parsons, was rented ata
high price compared with its cost, is m
very s8li + and paltry excuee for thecon-
ojusion that it therefore must huvebeen
let knowingly fur illegal purposes. Big
returns for small invertments nre whnt
all speculutors are striving afler, and
he cost of m house does not regulnte
he rental when buildings are in de-
mnnd. J

This prosecution wns vexatious and
unwarranted, and we belleve this Is
conceded by many people who cannot’
be counted as Bdmirers of the Marshal.
But how about the cost and annoy-
ance to him? This, perhapr, may be
some Bweetness to its promotere, but
after all the cha riu of their defesnt-
equale, it not exceeds, their gratificu-
tion atthe expense. 0

—

PROPER APPROPRIATIONS.

WEnnre glad to ses” that the Legisla-
ture has allowed the sppropriations to
‘remaln for the Judges of the District
Courts and for the Governor’s Secreta-
ry., This Is s good an answer as can
be 'made to charges of wrongdoing
against them in regard to the matter of
incrence of salary. The work done is
Territorinl work and should rightly
be paid for out of the Territorial
treapury. It comes voluntarily from
the people who receive the henefit of
the servicer, and is not imposed upon
them hy any arbitrary authority, And
it is npo viciation of the aspirit of
the United Btates staiute which for-
bide any tncrease of falary of Federnl
officlale, ae it Is paid.for work outside
of Federal dutier, The Federal of-
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sufficient amount for their Jabors, and
the parsimoniowe policy pursued In re-
Intion to them ha® not been protuctjve
of good resulte. Fair pay for fair work
should be n rule smong governments
as well as Individuala.

-

ANOTHER MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS

THE Legisiative Arsembly has found
it neceesary to pend another memorial
to Congress. The text of it will be
found in our report of the legisiative
preeeedings. The grlievances therein
set forth are of such a character as to

call for immediate nttention with a
view to effective redress, The bills
ppecifieslly mentioned therein 18 hav-
ing been vetoed by the Governor, ure
important measures, and it is difficult
to find adequate reasyns for the course
the Governor hae purpued in rela-
tion to them, a

In considering thiy matter we have
no disposriton to judge him harshly
nor do him an Injustice, Great respon-
aihility ls pluced in the hands of the
Execulive of this Territory, and it Is
his duty to exercige it indepeniently.
It he were to simly append his
signature to every bill passed by the
Apseinbly, without critically examin-
Ing it in the iight of hie own Judg-
ment, he would be wnothing but a
figure-head, and would be se much
subject to cersure Bs in exercising his
anutherity unrensonably and arbitrari-
ly. But it seeme to usthat in these in-
stancer he has not shown sound discre-
tion, and it is belicved that he has heen
‘influenced more by the ‘‘Litberal?” fac-
tion than by the interests of the Terri-
tory. And the eame opinion prevails
ln regard to sume of hiz mppolnt-
ments,

The right of petition belongs fo the
Legisinture as well as to every vitizen,
It is » constitutional right that cannot
be denied. The Governor had no reasl
cause lor taking offense because the
memorialin reference to ““Home Rule”
was not submitted to him hefore being
sent to Wasblingion. When it reached
him, however, in an ofticinl way, no
mntter if it was by a blunder, he had
the right to express himself In relation
to #t. The present memorial, how-
ever, will pot be likely to come to him
in that manner,

It would be within the provioce of
Congress to take these billa which the
Governor has vetoed and pass them
promptly, for the relief and benefit of
Utah and as a rebuke to the arbitrary
and tactional exercise of extraordinary
authority. And this ought to be fol-
lowed by the repeal of the section of
Congressionnl law which gives the
Governor the power of nbsolute veto.
Of course If the “Home Rule” Bill
sbould passthis would he unneceasary,
and statehood would cure the evil ina
more effectunl way. B

The veto power is all right when the
two-thirde overruling power is in the
haude of the Legislature. SBome of the
Governor’s changes and suggestiohs
in veto mersaves have been excelleut,
and we believe thla will be conceded
by most of the members. But in other
instsncer, notnbly i: the three cases
mentioned in the memorial, this can-
not be eaid, aud in these and some of

ficinls in the Territorles are not pald a

ing towards the disturbing faction in
Utah affairs, which is offensive to the
great majority of the people and does
not comport wiib that falrpess and
puhlic spirit whieh should actuate the
Governor of & Territory.

AN EXECUTIVE BLUNDER.

THE Governor haes cerlainly made o
grent mistake in vetolng the World%
Fair appropriatlon bill. ‘The best law-
yers in the city, so far 88 we can ]el;rn,
unite in the opinion that the commis-
sjoners to expend the money provided
forin the bill, are not officers of the
Territory within the meaning and in-
tent of the Organle Ae¢t, With this
view of the case it I8 not within the
province of the Governor to appoint
them. It was eminently proper for
tbe people who provide the money to
say, through their chosen representn-
tives, what persona shali have charge
of ita expendliture.

There is no parallel between the
comtuissioners and the territorinl offl-
cers over whose appointment there
was A long conflict between the Legis-
lature and the Executlive, 1t was
never denjed that the latter were offi-
cers. It is denied that the former are,
And there are decisions of courts in
cases of appointments piMilar to those
now in question which establish this
point satiafactorily-

When there iaan doubt on such a
matter, the beneflt of it ought certain-
iy to declue (o the publie, rather than
lto individual

one already en-
dowed with  extisordinary dnd
undemocratic  powers. And it
sbows a dirposition to plny the

antociat when one man peeks to greap
authority that justly belongs to the
people, particularly when the Jaw ap-
pears to be plainly on their slde, i
This attempted encroaschment on the
rights and :ibertles of citizens eavors
too mueh of Imperisllsm to suit the
times, and oughit to receive n check
that will be effectus] nud Insting. The
Legisiature has ehown =« disposl-
tion to recognize (ully the Iawful
suthority of the Governor under
section peven of . the Qrganle
Act. But in thiz instance we
think they wonld have been recreant
to their duty, to their constitnents jf
they bhad crouched down at the feet of
unlawful sutocratic assamption,

Utah cannof remain long under

{these conditions, snd we think good

will come out of the evil that may
arfee over the failure of provision for
representation at the Worlg’s Falr.
And this will not aftord much comfort
to the advisers of the Governor, who
are blocks in the wheels of Utah’s
progress to Hberty.

TALE OF AN OLD FACTORY!

Ar the regulnr meeting of the City
Council, Iast evening, Mr, Evans put
his foot In a hole elean up to the nnkle,
when he made n motion to reconsider
a former action directing the removal

of the old silk factory, near the mouth
of City Creek Canyon. Mayor Baskin,
although occapying the chair, gave

hls nomynations it seemas that he has suppert to the proposition to recon-
bad bad advieers, nnd exhibited a lean- |glder, by suggesting that “we’’ (the



