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the purrcunding
country, Immense rocke and Jarge
quantities of dust and ashes wers
thrown out, Craters opened in Lake
Rotomanana, and enormous vol-
umes  of heavy mud  spread
destruction ob every hand. The
loss of life amongst the Maoris
was very great, and & npumber of
Europeansalso perished, ss the town
of Wajroa, and several villages were
buried in Java, ashes and mud,

The etory of the terrible catastrophe
is now evidenced by the gauut, burnt
tranks o! treeer, and blasted forests on
the mountain sides, eight mlles dis-
tant, aha the tremendous deposits of
mud and ashes in the vallers below,
Decp gulleyr have now been washed
out by the heavy rains, and occasion-
ally the ruine of a Mnorl bouse may be
seen, purtly buried in the ravine,
Rolling bhills of blue mud, broken by
deep gui¢hes, are now spread over the
site of the once beautiful lake ol
Rotomahana.

From ap ewinence called the Ash-
fleldr, the Elders obtained a good view
of Farawere and ils surrpundings. The
mountain wes cleft in two by the ter-
rific explosion, anu the craters are
plainly visiplee A npew growth of
{erns, urasses und shrubs now relieve
this devolate gcene, for natute is doing
ber utmost to* hide all traces of the
catastrophe.

Ag the Elders neared the scene of
the eruption, the rugged coodition uf
the countrty compelied them to Jdis-
meun!, sand, Jjeaving their borses,
the Journey was contioued on
fout, Steep loclines were climbed
by grasplng bunches of grass
growing out of ibe  fssures
und after leaping across several chasma
of unknown depth, a deep guliy was
entered, and lis couras ipliowed for
some di-tance. A stresm of cold
waier ¢..abled the travelers to quench
thely thirst, but ima ;ine their surprise,
after following tbhe stieam a few feet,
to obkerve the wuter steaming anu
bolling. Lt was necesssary to examine
the ground carefully before stepping
upon it, as boiling springs were steam-
Ing in every direction, and scaldlng
vapor 1ssued from fissures and holes 1n
the ground, What appeared to have
been an immense crater j» now a beil-
Ing lake of clear water.

Mount Turawera still Jooms up with
threatening significance. The ritt
dividing the mountain Is still bot and
ateaminy, aud the rocks ln the vicinily
are loo hot to handle. Buch & scene of
tearful desolation will be long remem-
ber¢éd by all who are privileged to
view it, and the visitor tuvns Irom its
ocontemplation copscivue of his own in-
pigpificiuce and realizing still mure
the mighty lorces of pature controlled
by tbhe Creatol.

Waiwhakabibl was the next polnt
of Interest, with its numerous gey-
sers and beautiful springs:, but as
heavy hiack clouds commenged to
gather overhead, 1he horses were
urged forward, in the hope of galning
a place vl shelier berore the guthering
storm broke. A heavy thunderstorm,
huwever, burst upun the travelers
Just as they caught sightof acubin Ly
the distance, ‘The horses were spurred
onward, but the heavy rain caused
their riders to arrive 1D a wet cendj.
tlon. ‘T'he horses were turned cut and
pussesslon was taken of the house, the

fiames illumined

ownet of which wasahetent. The Book lof water about 600 equare miles In ex.

of Mormon and other church works
convinced the Elders that the owner
was & member of the church, so they
rested contentedly till morning. The
storm having paesed over, the jourmey
was contlnued.

On reaching the Waikato river, the
pDatives on the opposite bank were sly-
nalled. A Maori croseed over in a
small waka, and the Jittle party shud-
dered at the thought of retarning with
him in sucb a small boat, as the Wai-
katu is a swift, treacherous and tur-
bulent stream, The waka (a small
canoe hewn out of the trunk of a tree)
was about two t{eet wiie and filteen
feet lony. One passenger was taken
at a time, and the native with great
dexterity paddled sa‘ely across. The
fittle craft was propelled with a single
oar, or paddle, and, afler watching the
skiiful manipulation oI it, all misgiv.
ings vanished.

Orakeikorako I8 apn execlusively
Mari settlement, pleasantly situated
on the banks of the river. Most of the
inhabitants are Latter-day aints, so
every attention was paid tu the visitors.
Nguwhas and puias are very numerons
in the vieinity, and the builing poois
are ujed for laundry and cooking
purposes. Some of these hot spriuygs
are huge cauldrons, while others are
jusi large enough tor an egg botler. The
stream, lssuing from the Hesures, is
utilized in various ways.

Aiter a short stroll, the Eiders met
their DMaori hostess with & kit
of potutoes. Learning that shu
wad laking themm to cook, Lthey ae-
companjed her. The pol atues
were  rinsed in A stream of
cold water, and then placed in a stesm-
ing cavity in tbe side of the hill,
Covering them with a sack, they were
Jeit to couk 10 & natural steam oven.

The famous Alum cave, situated
near the village, Is u very intere:tin:
and uniguesight. After erossing the
river agala, it was reached by climb-
ing the hiilsidee. On reacbiug the
votrance the tall ferne were brushed
ueide, and the fArst glimpee of the
enchanting scene was aimost oap-
tivating, Descending rude steps,
a perfect  falries, grotio Whs
entered, which certainly baffles
desoription. Thecave ie 128 feet long,
64 teet high and 42 feet wide. The in-
crustations on every side are of varid
tinte, anJ, astbhe pun shines from above,
a beautirul pleture i8 tormed. The
alum crystais glisten in the sunlight,
and the tropical vegctation aud 1ali
tree forns are reflected in A pool of
waler in the bottom, forming au appro-
priaie bagkground. The visitors could
readily imagine it the scene ot Rip
Van Winkle'sexploite with the goblins
in the famius Catskills,

When ready to continuethe journey,
the Maotis caused the hotses to swim
the river. ‘Ailter passing Walrakel,
a valley: with inpomerable attrac-
tions, ithe Huka  tslls  were
vieited, whieh are sald to 'be the

finest In the Bouthern Hemisphere.

At this point tbe Walkuts river s
furced through a narrow chasm, and the
foaming, boiling torrent rushes be-
twesn two precipitous rocky walls,
finally vreaking over a steep precipice,
causing the fine spray to rize like
columns of sleam. Thials a f(avorite
resort, of tourists, apd ls ubout eix
miles from Lake Taupo, a fine sheet

Beveral Maorl villages arg
located upon its shores, and mAny
Maorf legends connect it with
the ancient history Of the pDatives,
The famous mountain ecenery pear
the pouth end includes the active
voleano, Tongariro, and the spow:
covered Ruapehu. A family of Baints,
residing at the base of Tongariro, hogl
pitably entertained the Xiders during-
their stay. The volcanic mountain i
chntinually sending fortb volumeg of
steam and sulphurous smoke, and jg
7000 feet above sea level, Ruapehu,
with its sepow-crowned summit, jg
9200 fe t high and is very eimilar to
many of the Waeatch peake,

Climbing MountTengariro fs no eagy
tagk, Kor many years it was conmiyg-
ered au lmpossible feat, but of |atg
years has often been visited. Ulnl;
boys are not easily discouraged, so thg
tusk was undertakeo. Horses werq
ured wntil it was no longersate to rige
them, and the venturesome travelers
then secured staffs, and, pickeling the
animals, continued their journey.” A n
immeuse extiuct volcano about n mije
aod a half wide was cro-sed with some
difficulty. The bollom was very’
rugged and bad the appearance gf
boiling iava which bad suddep]s,
onoled, Jeaving huge waves of rogk,
The precipitous sides of the moup.
tain are’ difficult to ¢limb, as the
loose ashes prevent a firm fooling,
Every few miinutes 8 rest was npeceg’
»ary, and as the summil was neareg..
a rest was required every few sle;ig:
Tbesulpburcus smoke enveloped the
awe-struck travelers, and bid the craer
ftom tbem. However, a good view
was obtalned of the active orater latey .
The whole summit of the mountain‘
al one time, had evidenlly been ar’l
immense o¢rater, slx hundred fegg
acrose. Several amaller craters g
now be seen witbin tbie but unly gpg
ts active, and that is about teventy.
five fee; acruss. Dense volumes gf
sulpburous emoke are belched fori,
and at times roll back only to bursz
forth with greater force,

From the summit an extensive view
is obtained of the surrounding Country,
Mount Egmont, nearly 100 miles djg.
1ant, is ciearty discernible in the weat
and the faint outline of the ocean
northward miay also be seen, while tpe
romantic and rugged scenery of New
Zealund’a “Wonderland” is tn tpe
foreground.

At the foot of Tobngariro the Elders
separate to seek their respective fielys
of labor and to continue thelr eftorig
to spread the Gospel of Chrlst,

Prainix,
—p————

ST. JOHNS STAKE, CONFERENCE,

The quarterly conference of the St.
Jobne Stake of Zion was held ay 8]g,
Jobns, Apache county,Arlzoua,on the
5th and 6th of March, 1853,

The Biake Bunday school ¢onference
otcupied the forenoon on Bunday, ag
w hich the schnols of the stake were
well repressnted. The exerciees were
quite Int-resting, interspereed with.
sones and instrumentat music. Elder
B, H. Roberis of tbe presidency of
the Beventies wan present and made a
few remarke. KEliere J. M.Dalton and
T. H. Cluft, missionarieato the Y. M,
M. L. Association, Were present.

At the afternoon meeting on SBunday

tent.



