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Justices of the Peace cannot,as author-

1zed by statute, try cuses of resorting

10 nouses of ill-Tame havegiven liceusu
tothe lecherous and bound securely
1pe hands of justice fu their favor. The
joeal anthorities mwost wot panish mc‘m,
1he Federnl authorities wul vot. The
power that refuses to prosecuté the
orrupt, preventd the exercise of the

wer that 1s ready to act for the pnb-
lic welfare, and thas erlme is encour-
aged snd criminals suap. their fAngers
atid soeer ag the law.

Wnen the statement has been made
In Congress or its committees that the
Jaw is executed in Utah agalnst **Mor-
mons?' und to shield **Gentiles,’ it has
peen received with credulity. A denisl
pbtains more favor than the assertion.
It seems incredible that oilicers
und courts supposed to be workiug en-
ergetically in the interest of morality,
ghonid be homnding men for tuking
eare of plaral families, and shielding
wretches steeped to the ears ln de-
bauchery.’ But the statement is capa-
bie of unimpeschuble demonstration.

A “*Mormon® who has more wives
than one is seut to prison for & pro-
wracted term, three times the perlod
ihat the luw provides as a 1maximuiw,
beeause he acknowledges amd sup-
ports thongh ne does not live with
more than one of them, and this under
glaw which makes living with more
thau ome woinzn the gist of the
ofiense. And at the same time a
uGeutile” who seduces his wile's
gister and becomes the father of a
child of shame, i¥ torned loose by the
surne conrt that unjustly Ep uishes the
other, on the ground that his illicit re-
lations do not amonnt to nulawiul co-
habitatlon. A ‘**Mormon’’ who has
pad two wives buf has separated from
ope of them ever since the passage of
the Edmunds Act, for cailing at her
hopse in order to receive hig'own child
volontarily surrendered by the mother
is convicted ¢f violating the law; and
s villain who, though u,warried man,
hss been seen by uncontradicted wit-
nesses in actsof most debasing sexuai
infamy, i8 set at liberty becanse his,
detestable doings were not performegd
before the public gaze!

That 18 how law s interpreted
by United states jmdges in the
Territory of Utah. That is how
society iIs protected from immora] as-
saults upon its Beuce and good order.
That 18 how *‘OChristiun insmtutions’
are npheld. That is howt‘*Christian
etvilization* 18 fostered,, That is how
the **benighted Mormong®’ are nadeito
gee 1he majesty and purity and justige
of the law, as enforeced by the authoyi-
ty of this great and mighty Goverhr
ment! %

And now that the local amthorities
are forbidden to punish the sopporters

and‘practisem of the social evil, which
the "‘regenecators of society’ Luave in-
troduced into the Territory, is nothing
to be done to restrain the wrong-doers
and repress the wrong? When the
District Courts were reproached with
their partizl and immoral constroc-
tion of the Edmunds Act, by which
lving - with wives was severely
punished, and cohabitation with auy
number of womeun outside the mar-
riage relation was condoned, the an-
gwer was given, ‘‘the luw was not
gimed against common sexunal ¢rimes,
they are left to local laws." Bt the
same voice that uttered this shameifnl
edict, now forblds the local anthori-
suthorities to execute those laws. It
charges us 4 matter of form thut grand
juries shonld investigate such crirues,
put what grand jury has-attempted to
indict any one for these offenses?
What prosccuting officer has inter-
asted himselt in procuring an indict-
ment against a moral leper. wWhose
bestiality has been wisnessed beyoud
dispute. What resorter to or keeger
or gweller-1n a house of ill-fame has
been indicted? Which of the guilty
beings whom the Police and Justice's
courts haveé been restroined from try-

ing bas been prosecuted «in  the :
hizher court? Have not the officials
who are beut on hurassing “Mor-

mons'’ and breaking up *‘Mormon''
homes'! proven neyoud donbt that they
have no desire to punish sexual crigi-
mels? 1s it not clear that it is net vice
they arec after, that it {8 nnt soclety
they are protecting, that it is not pority
ihey ure promoting, but that it is a re-
ligions system theg want to crush and
a religions creed they want to destroy?

What are our local conrta to do un-
der these ¢ircumstances? They shonld
exercise all the limited powers which
the higber courts' permit them te re-
taln, in the lnterest of public morality.
Puynish the gullty so far aus their juris-
diction extends. And turn over to the
action of the grand jury all persons,
who, puder the latest absurd and
viclous ruting, must be indicted before
tried for misdemeanor, and take care
that if thereis a failure of justiceit
sha!l not be through any shrinking
fromn duty on their part. And let ali
who have any sense of justice and de-
gire for the promotion of so0clal order,
aid in letting the world know
that the _ crosade against  the
“Mormons,” supposed to be for the

urpose of maintiinin

ome and-the purity of the fumily cir-
ele, 13 striking at the very basis of the
family relation, introducing discord to
disrupt beaceful homes, and shielding
and supporting those damning and
festering influences, practices and in-
stitutions that fill the world with dis-
easeand shame, being a blight upon
the puysfcal apd apiritual pature, and
tena)t.o whde-spread corruption, mia-
ery and decay.
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Efght hours work, elght bhonrs play,
elght honrs sleep to make out the day,
is un old song set to new music by the
Kpights of Lubor, =~ .

the sanctity of |

““QUT OF THEIR OWN
MOUTHS.”

IX the Salt Luke I'ribune of Sunday,
the tollowing appears:

ring, and closes with a1 charge that
is journal *unblushingly advocates or
threatens a resort to murder &5 a
meuwns of obiiteruting the Mormon re-
ligion.” llow 18 that for o journal that
aifects u horror of meudacity?

We bave made 3 good many charges
against that paper—the organ of a
‘bluck couspiracy—and have always
been careful to be in a position to
make its own colonmns sustuin onr
statements, ‘The public are aware
tint it hus advocated the house of
prostitution, the pambling hell and
drinking salpon us & meansto be used

1
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for corrupling the renks of
the “Mormon”’ Church wem-
bership, to he specially applied

to the vouth of the community, Its
own columns sapplied the proof. When
those dammny evideuces of the malev-
olent character of the sheet were pro-
duced before the judleiary committee,
in the late controversy, over the re-
qiest for sgecial auti-**Mormon’’ leg-
Islation, they S0 overwhelmed even
Mr. Baskin that he repudiated them as
contrary to his sentiments,

The sdvocacy of assassination, and
threats of its application can be proved
with equal force, from the same quar-
ter. ¢ produce here, an editorial
paragraph from the Tribune:

*The Pope of Utah should, in his
underground retreat, read thought-
fully one sentence in the late letter of
the Pope of Rome to the Spanish
bishops. Itis this: .fI would stroug-
ly impress upon you that, although
politics are based upon religion, you
must not engage in politics.’ When
the Pope of Utah sends a wmessage like,
that ont to the shepherds of his ock,
the'troubles here will nearly all pass
away, The interfering with'politicsin
Illinois is what cost Josrrn SMITH
his life; the anger which is’'cavsed—
‘the anger and fear cansed by all the
thonsands of Mormons in Utah voting
solidiy a8 directed, will never cease
untll that rule shall be relingmished. It
is o menace to free government which
Americans will never subimnlt to. When
it grows dangerous enough, if no other
remedy can be fouud, the one resorted
to in Illimois will be invoked again.”

That simply means that if other
measures fa:l in epabling & small mi-
nority of policical consplrators to
seize the reigns of local government,
ussassination will be resorted to ior
the purpose of attaining the desired
eud. anguage cait make It oo
plainer. il

Some people have said: ‘“Why don’t
the leading suthorities of the Church
come out of sheir retirement and face
the conrts?’t Under the circumstances
it would be alinost if not ‘quite criri-
nal for them to do so,of whichithe
foregoing i an additlonal evidence.

T

Joseph Swith was murdered in
cold Dblood, while in custody,
on .a trumped up charge. The

present leaders are promised by the
organ of the antt-“Mormou®’ crusade,
the same kind of trestment, Eveu if
they were willing to expose themselves
—in addition to the gross njusticeof the
courts—-to the dunger of being assassi-
nated, the people would most decided-
1y object, and would doubtless make
L{:eir dissent unmistakable.

We have sustained the charge that
“the Salt Lake Tribune unblushinzly
ardvocates or threatens 4 resortto mur-
der 28 a means of obliteratlag the
Mormon religion.'”

et ——————

THE LATEST *‘‘COHABITA-
T{ON" CONSTRUCTION.

AN attempt was made by Jondge Zane
on Tuesduy to gige another delnition
of the term **unlawful cobabitation’
under the Edmunds Aet. This, as be
nudcrstands it, is the ruling of the
Supreme Court of the Territory, now
the conrt of last resort o cohabitatjon
cases. 1t means, when stripped of fie
rags of verbiage and circumlocution
thrown around it, any association
whatever of o man with a woman
claiming to be his plural wife. After
all the changes and vicissitudes to
which this simple phrase in the Kd-
mnnds law has been subject since its
premature birth amid ereat excite-
ment, it now stunds before us to be
viewcd as it 18 to-day. What it
may be made tO look ilike
to-morrow, no morstal being can pre-
dict with certainty. It i8 doubtful if
| even the Supreme Court, with wirom
| Judge Zane differed at the timeof thelr
ruling, will accept his explanation of
‘ thelr construction.

For the present we know what o
“AMormon® is expected 10 promise
when he ugrees te*‘obey the law as
constried by the conrts. A man who
has married a plural wife for time and
a1l eternity must pledge himeeli not
to associate with her any more even
under tbe most harmless couditions,
Anytbing ‘‘indicating that relation,”
Judge Zane says, would be evidence
of cohabitation- That is, whether the
man and woman actually cohabited—
lived together, or not,'*any association
of any kincl,!’ such as ‘‘visitin
the house, or asgoclating wit
ber in pobiic places-—at churchl
or the theatre or otler places,’
would be evidence of cohabitation
A.n% Lo snm it up, the Judge admits his
nability to say- what would or would
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‘of “Mormons.”

uot be construed to mean eohabitation
iu a cake before a jury. So after all,ho
man who hasa plural wife alive cau
tell whut his conduct mnst be towards
her , to escape the twists und quirks

and traps and snares of the law as con- |
WThe News has an article deploring lstrued

)ithe courts.

Judge Zane says the declsion of the
Supreme Court of the Territory is
that, **A lawful marriage and the ac-
knowledgement of that relsation, inthis
district, 13 conclusive evidence of co-
habitation asto the lawinl wife and
no evidence can be admitted to contradict
cohabitation.” ‘That 1s the kiad of low
a3 construed by the courts deult
out for the speclul prosecution
3 We chalienge the
productiou of any precedent for such
g roling. Neversiuce courts have Leen
empowered to detine laws has a decla-
ration like this been made f{rom the
bench. Itiscontrary ta well kuown
and andisputed rates, It violates the
jurisprudence of centuries. Presuwp-
tioa that may not be disproved by evi-
dence isa new thing wnnder the lezal
sun. It ig fabricated and fashioned
especially for the prosecution of
*‘Mormons'® and is 2 monstrosity and
an absurdity as pwell as an outrage.
Marringe and cohabitation are two
different things. The latter may be
presumed from the former, but every
presumption may be combatted by evi-
dence. A ruling that says such evi-
dence shall uot be introduced, is
equivalent to saviogan nccased per-
son shall be prevented from offering
evldence iu bis own defeuce.

Cohabitation with the legal wife be-
ing thns presumed, whether it exists or
not, and the defendant being debarred
frow disproving its existence, all that
is necessary to convicta ‘*Mormon®’ of
unlawiu! cuhabitation isto prove that
be bas visited or associated with a
ploral wife, or as Judge Zane puts it
‘“with one claiming to be his plur:ﬂ
wife.” ‘Thatassociution mry be sim-
ply atchurch, or at the theatre or other
public ¥l:3.ce. Thus o warried “*Mor-
won'! if he goes to church orthe thea-
tre or some other public pluce with a
woman Who claims 10 be his plural
wile, cam be put to prison for any
length of time the prosecntion may
please and to pay any amount of mopey
that might be namned, if he never mects
the woman alone for & second under
any circumstanges whutever!

This i3 no fanciful view of the mat-
ter. but represents the facts. Anin.
dictment may be found for every day
in the year, us raled by Judpge Powers,
and renaltlas wmay be multipiled tili
jmprisoumeut runs beyvond the term of
a8 man’s putyral life, and ines are im-
posed enough to swullow npa lortune,
if a murried “*Mormon™ associates
even 1 public with a plural wife, or
one who cluims to be his plural wile.
That is all inthe decisions of the Utah
courts in ranrd to the law which the
‘‘“Mormops'” are gbuged for not prom-
ising to obe;.

In Judge Zape's harangue to Royal
B. Youug, in response to the defend-
ant’s manly aud quiet explanatien of
bis position, e contradicted his own
detinjtion oithe requirement of the Jaw,
Seeing the ridiculous gopsequences of
that explapation, he said: ‘It 1s not
necessary, Mr. Yonng, that you won't
speak to these women, or that you
won't attend thie same church with
them or that you won't even call on
thew nonder circnmstances that wonld

ficult
‘ woulc{ b

not indicate that they were wives.”
Aud vet be had but a fcw minutes be-
fore stated thnt such ‘“‘association’
with them wonld be sufficient evidence
of unlawial cobabitation. And hasien-
ing to qualify his remarks, he added:
“The fact o ﬁour associating with a
polyzamous wife colors &ll your asso-
ciation with that woman who ciaimsto
be your polygamous wife, and all your
assoclations—speaking to her, meeting
with her—are attended with great dif-
and (ke only sure, safe way
e Lo keep qway.”’

Thus, after all,a *“*Mormon" who
has a plural wife i in danger of indeti-
nite imprisonment and fine, il he is
seer to speak with her or should meet
her in church or thc theatre or any
other public place. And bezr this in
mwind by'the ruling of this same .judge,
if 2 “*Geuntile’ who has a wife should
commit the most debasing sud infatn-
ous acis of debauchery witha woman
not claiming to be his wife, he cunnot
be punished unless his lewdness is
committed in open view of the public.
This is how the law i3 comstrued by
the courts in Utah.

Royal B. Young ssid rightly, wilen

asked to promise to obey the
law  s0 couostrmed, 'L could
not, your  honor, make such

romises as that.” *'I would be
randed as & coward. DMy own con-
seience would smite me ¢hus.” So
will every defendant say who is a man.

A “Mormon’® who has married wives

under sacred and eternal covenants,
and who lor the sake of escaping fine
and imprisonment will promise to cast
titem off. with their children, never

frain irom going nearthemat the doeath

by Mr. Young,

and jastice, would ntter from the
bench swch Inenstrous edicts and
eall them law, as Judge Zane
pronounced on Tuesday. He gravely
sat in conrt and expluined as the ter-
rible erime of Royal. B. Young, for
which h

ited his plural wife while she wasin
the threes of ¢bild-besring, and at an-
other time wien hig chidd wos dyiny.
Has humanity fled from the courts of

visit them io the direst afiliction, re-|forblds ploral marriaze.
or sickness of their and hisown off-|
spring, would be deserving of far more | der” and *“*Thou shalt not steal ™
vigOTOuS epithets than those premised | Tuklng spother man’s wife is o double

We are ashamed] to' think that a | riage is streuously prohibited. But ithe
Judize, in this boasted land of libertv | marriage of a mun to more than oue

maultiplied upon him the |can zravely attempt to ideutafy that
cueities of the Jaw, that he hadvis- | which destroys life with that which

Utah? Is the admnistration of the |

law Lere a tragedy or a farce? (an
aniy respect be felt for a law cupuable of
such villainous perversion, or the ofti-
| cers who administer it in so despicable
u manbert

We hope this decision aud that
speech of Judge Zoue's will tind
their way into the hands of a
the leadiug men of the geperal gover-
ment. An adminfstration that will
sustain such doings is nuworthy of the
support of the country and wili cer-
tainly urouse the displeusure of the
Great Buoler of the Universe.
|  Wetind it diflicult to repress the re-
sentment that uaturallyarises over such
perversions of law aud outrages upon
justice a3 are hecoming common in
this raid against the Saints. But we
know that redress will come in due
time, and that He who knows and
judees all things will in His own way
make anifest His auger, and smijte
with His mignty bund the wicked and
unjust fromw the jodgment seat. [
are willing to wait with paticnce and
bide our time.

JUDGE ZANE'S FALLACIOUS
"DISCOURSE.

IN a religio-judicial discourse from
the bench of the Third District Court
on Tuesday, Judge Zane repeated the
sophistical pretext for the suppression
| of pilural marringe, which was started
many yeats azo and has been used in
evely shallow urgument ou his side of
the subject ever gince. [t is this: If

ploval marrioge can be practised as a|

reliplous system, then murder, human
sacrifice, robbery and other crimes
may be perpetrated inthe name of re-

ligion.  And [nws wmay not
be passed aud executed against
plural  warrluge  because it i3

a featnre of a religion, then the offen-
ses named may not be proceeded
against if perpetrated as religions
practices.

The fullacy of such reusoning has
been pointed out almost as often as it
hus heen advanced by grominent per-
sons. There isno paral
custom and the erimes thns coupled.
Murder, personal violence, theft, etc.,
are crimes inand of themselves. They
would be criminal if no human ¢nact-
meut bad ever been made against
them. Thearemale inse. They are
infringements upon uatural rights.
Anything that deprives an iudividual of
lifé, liberty or property without
due process of law i3 essential
crime. Soeigty, tor its own protection,
has the right to pupish persons
ﬁullty of such crlmes. There Is no

ispute as to that right. Kvery form
of buman government recognizes this.
All nations and organized communi-
ties provide for the ,protection of their
citizens ‘o this way. :

But marrizge Is another matter alto-
gether. Ii the parties are free to make
the matrimonial contract there s no
{nvasion ¢t human rights in its con-
summgtion. In ploral marriage, if
each individual Immediately con-
cecned agrees to the transaction, no
patural right is trespassed upon. He
who cannot perceive the difference be-
tween this and  the offences |de-
scribed must be blind  indeed.
And he who seeks to iumble them
together and make them appesr
alike, 18 n rsophlist and a decelver,
aud in trying to palm off his imposition
on the publie descends to the level of
the juggler aud the thimble-riggzer.

If a man forces & woman to become
his wife, or snbmit to his assanlts upon
her in uny way, he violates her per-
sounl liherty. If he takes anything
belonging to another without the
owner's consent, be violates the right
of property. He is then a criminal,
law or oo Jaw, relicion or no relizlon.
Society, protecting its membera, right-
1y provfc es for the punisbhment of the
crimiual. Butif 2 man having o wile
marries another, the first consenting
mud the second voluntarily taking part
in the union, neither life, liberty nor

roperty 18 infringed upou and no nght
s violated.

When a punblic teacher, then} pre-
tends to class marriage—whether moun-
ogamous or polygamons, with morder
and robbery, he manifests singular
stupidity or shameless mendacity. And
when such “‘srguments™ are used by o
Chief Justice in open court, the situa-
tion becomes so much worse that lan-
ruagea fails to describe its folly or dis-

onesty.

@Blackstone snya the Blble is the basis
of human law and civillzation. All
modern jurisprudence is founded on
the principles and precepts in that di-
vine record. Murder and robbery are
denonaced as crimes therein, and mar-
ringe—both monogamons and polvg-
amous—is exaited asu virtue. There
is not o passage im the volome thnt
But it tecms
with repetitions ef the] divipe
decrees, “Thou shalt do Do maor-

crime. Intercourse outside of mar-

woman 18 countenauced, provided for,
and in some cases commauded, in the
Book from which the nutious of to-
day have derived their guldance and
ingpiration.

What can be thought of a Judee who

promotes and 1mcreases life? And to
argue that because murder may he
punished by lJaw. marrlaze can also be
punished by law? Does it follow be-
cause crimes against life, liberty and

—
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Property may uot be practised under
the ples of religion,that u custom,cere-
mony,domestic relation, that interferes
with nelther life, liberty nor property
may oot be practised under religious
diveciion and influeuces? The mental
calibre of a Judge who officluily utters
such puerilities must be extraordi-
narily tight.

Judge Zaue said: ''Now, this sect
elalms the right to overthrow the
mopogainic murrisge by substituting
gul wuimic  warrisgett  Using  the

ndge's own luuynage we huve to say,
“That is a false statemeut.” **Mor-

ngnism’ clains to do nothing of the

xind, There is nothing in it which

warrants the assertion. It is untrue

in both letter and spirit. ‘*Mormon-

ism” neither claims nor attempts to

do this or anything like it. Undergiven
| conditious qualified persons are per-
mitted to contract plural marringes,
sauctioned snd solemuized by religious
ordipances. But “Mormouism' also
maintains, directs, eujoins and sol-
emoizes monogamic marriages, and the
twoe  conditions|— monogamic  an
polygamic, exist side by side, harmon
ious, corelative and matually support-
ing, the former being the rule,the lutter
the exception. It wus so in elden
times when marziage, 08 ameng the
Latter-day Saints, was regarded asa
divine ordinance and the institution
i:f marriage was regulated by divine
aw,

The attempt of Judge Zone to mis-
represent the facts is nuworthy of his
high calling and sultable only
te: the defamers and  malign-.
ers of the ‘“Mormons,”” wbo,
from press amd puipit, seek to
| deceive the public, and being unable to
assall onr system with trath, set up an
cflizy of error of their own manufuc-
ture, pretend it i3 “Mormonism*' and

roceed to belabor it.to.their own

eart’s content,

Snch discourses ns those delivered
by Judge Zaue have one good effect,
however. They tend to conflrm the
convictions of his victims and of their
co-religiomsts. It Is clear to them
that if valid arguments conld be ad-
vanced against their religlon and
their religions rights, a jndicial
officer would not stoop to such
sophistries and fallacies and er-
Tonepus asgertions as arc and have
been s8¢t forth from the bengh of
the Third District Court. All that
is being done,aud ali that is being said,
againsithe divive and eternal orderof
plural marriage, which has become in-
terwoven with the lives und liberties
and destiny of the Latter-day Saints,
only serves to strengthen their faith,
deepen their devotion and intensity
thelr conviction, and make them more
than ever determined to serve God
and keep His commandments, in spite
of all that short-sighted, cruel or
heaven-defying men may attempt or
accomplisa,

——— i —iff————.

CONGRATULATORY.

AT lust President Cleveland ismarried.
The public will now be spared, it i3 to
be hoped, the dafly rubbish sent over
the wires about the most ordinsry
movements of his bride, the clothes
she wears, the food she eats, the
rooms she occuples, how she walks,
sleeps, smiles, talks and sneezes.

The Presideut has done a proPer
thing in emerging from the uwoprolific
ranks of bachelorpood, aud, although
rather late in the day, has set a good
cxample to the unmarried men of the
nation. Matrimouy is a duty as wellas
a privilege. No man is periect ulone.
Nosingle man is fitted to occupya
prominent public position. Every man
who remains in that solitary condition
| does injustice to some daughter of
lEvn:z. who desires to *"flll the measure
{of her creation.” Protracted bacnelor-
hood is 1 wroug to society and a defl-
unce of a divinc decree. Honorable
svedlock 18 according to the laws of
uature and of God, and is the happlest
and most beneficial condition for ma-
tured humanity.

The Presideut seems to have wade o
sultable selcction. 'The wedding has
bheen duly celebrated, the parties con-
ceroed appear to be thoroughly satis-
tied, the nation applauds and the world
| appioves, ahd we join in the gencral
| congratulations, and wish the wedded
Pmr &ll the happiness and joys and

heneflts and increase, that should fow
from matrimouy in which hearts-as
well as hands are joined while life
shall last.

g aT——
BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY.

Tuis is the &th anniversary of the
birthday of President Brigham Youne,
one of earth’s greatest sons. The oc-
casion 18 belug celebrated in the Salt
Lake Theatre this afternoon, ia the
shape of & family re-union.” It is fit-
ting that this recognition should be
given to the noble spirit who left an
impress upon the world that will never
he wiped out. No eflforts of lls de-
tractors can effaice the monuments
of his far-reaching and able mind,
which are everywhere visible, cansing
Lis memory to be perpetuated in the
hearts of 4 people who appreciate be-
lylpll_cl estimate the many virtues he ex-
ibited in connection with a most re~
markable mental capacity intensifled
into wider scope and 1rrepressible uc=
tivlty by Divine iuspiration,
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