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OUR POULTRY DEPARTMENT.

Fowls No. 3.

We now want to @ross that founda-
{ion stock with some blood that will
give vigor and increase the egg yield,
We have the size. All pructical market
poultry growers concede that Plymouth
Rock anu Leghorn eross give the
guickest growing cockerels and the
best laying of pulletes. Our market
(outeide of apring chickeu) requires
fowls of 5 to 7 months old weighing 8
to 5 pounds dressed, There are other
breeds that can be crossed- with good
results, but mnot as profitably. Our
marke: dJdemands that all |poultry
dressed shall be minus head and legs,
hence they must be ralsed with the
smalleat amount of offal poseibie, and
the cross I recommend will give you
that, Those pullets if fed right will be
prolifi¢ layers and good sized birde—
birds to sell in almost 13 months from
the time they ure hatched, Thisis the
routine for proiit: Hateh your chickes
out in April; market your cockerele in
Jupe, July and Augusl; have your
puallets laying in Novemuver,December,
Japuary, February, March and A pril;
fatten your pullets for Muy and early
June; keep Done of thew over atter the
first year ae they will at notime lay
ke they willthe first year of their livee,
When you wish to falten feed s little
heavier, by adding more shorts or corp
‘menl, which will stop egg-production
{when twelve and 8 hatf cents per
dozen,) and you wlli have fine fat aod
young fowls rof sale when the market
is practically bare, which will mean
increase in price, This can all be done
by intelilgent teeding and care., In
thig business, 88 in ali others, if you do
nothing, nothing will be the result.

You eee by this oross that you wil]
have to procure a thotoughbred Brown
Leghorn roopter to put with that Ply.
mouth Ruck stock; and iry aud proeure
one ftom an egg-laying strain. While
I recommend this oross, don’t you
make the Lieghorn your foundation; if
you do you Will have small hens
and when you put in a Plymouth
cockerel he will be too heavy for them
and will break down the winge and
you will have orippled fowls, apnd in-
stead o! their laying eggs, nature will
be trytng to replace short wings,

It you wili read close you will see
that in case your stock was light
colored aud you wished to improve
them, to put & Wyandotte male with

them. I have poticed that where
the fowls are of light color
they ruo to Leghorn, but the

selected would be of ceurse the larger
opes, and the W yandoth,being a larger
.plrd than the Piymouth Rock, would
bring your birds up o the standard
size the firsi year.

Now, this fall buy or raise your leg-
horn tooster—brown ot white which
ever way yourcolor ruos, Don’t put
white with your colored, or brown
with your whitestock. If you do your
colors wili not he ublform, Xeep
tnat young rooster from the olber sex
till February let., Look well afier
those pullete; and if you have fed for
eggr, by Fehruary they will have
thrown off their chickenhood and as-
sumed the ways of good-built heue
and by this time you will have become
acguainted with them and will kpnow
gbout twelve to Hfteen that are
prolificlayers. They are the blrdeto
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breed from. Put them intn their breed-
ing quarters with that vigorous young

roceter and you will have young
chicks that will make you jump
around to keep them fed, they
will grow RO fast aod  will

always be hupgry. It is & good
pign of torlft when every time the
attendant comes in sight to see the
chickens run to see it there is any-
thing around to eat. Force and crowd
tbem :xlong for growth, It will be
argued by some--yes, but in this cross
you Increase the size of the ecomb and
that is a drawback in hardivesa. [
want to say right here, you had no
busigess to put fowls into guarters
where their larve combs would be a
detriment to them by being frozen.
My miod reverte to 8 pen of seven
single comb brown Lieghorns that were
hateched out in May last and began to
lay in November; they had exceeding-
iy large combs that fell over hefore
they began to lay, and their combs
were not touched by the frost; but they
paid the owners for the good care, for
they laid over an average of 80 per
cent of the total number each day.
This wae done -by work, work! But
you must breed those combs down, and
the third year of your ¢roes in velecting
your breeding nirds, other thinge being
equal, seiect ihose wilh loweatl combe,
not from & hardy standpoint particu-
lerly, but from an offal one—
you cannot sell combe. Bul seep the
egg yield in view, as the eggs from
such & grown fowl, laylng pood for
slx mouptns, sheuld be worth at the
least $2, but it would be more; and her
dressed carcas 60 cente; it would cost (to
buy focil}) to keep, not to exceeu 75
cenlts for tnoswcockerels-——would pay all
expenses up to laying maturity; bot iL
wouid pot cost the farmer tbat much;
he would not have to use such heavy
tenme to carry hls eggs and pouitry to
murkel as e would to haul his graio,
and the mapure from his fowls would
be worth as much as guano if kept dry
and pulverized.

I often hear the remark, “*We have
aomé fowls im our lock as good &8s any
theroughbreds I have peen;’? and they
should have, for oftentimee they have
one to twu hupdred butl oniy a very
few laying. II these few utos eelecied
each year and bred ss I have iaid
down, 1t witl be only a few years be-
fore very near all of them will he good
Iayere;, but you must select and that
close. The fact that parties have
hlocoded fowls does not give them
lsyers. I have seen thoroughhreds
that were the Variest.scrubs and the
barnyard hen was worth 100 per
cent more for practical purpores.

The third year do the same as before
—se!ll the cockerels and that Leghorn
rooster and in the month of ¥ebruary
put in a Plymouth Rock rooster and so
alternate each year; but you will not
potice such good resalta as the first
croes and hence if you can, It will be
better to start a new foundation every
third year,

While I have talked about crosses,
don’t for ope moment thiok- that I
would speak disparagingly of thorough
bred fow!s, for I just love to see Lhem,
and especially well bred and taken
goud care of.

I ¢aid, don’t feed corn, but there are
times when I would teed corn in the
winter if I found the thermometer (I
keep them in My coope) was running

down to zero; [ should feed my hens
last feed at night corn made warm by
placing in an oven.

[t by some chance I should over-
feed, and the fowls became too
fat, [ showld put them upon water
alone for a few days or just
gilve them their morning mash
and withhold their grain and make
them do extra work acratching. For
scratching material there is nothing
beiter than leaves, and there are thou-
sands of oadsgoing Lo wasteevery year;
give your fow!ls four inches of sand
and six iuohes of leaves and bury the
grain 10 it, and see how they will en-
joy it, the fowls will think it Is is sum.
mer and they will slog and-lay egus
to-order. [f you have an old cow and
she dou’t pay to fattep, kill her and
feed per fieeh and bones to the hens,
and likewire feed the hay you would
have fed to your old cow to the hens
and you wiil find 1t will give you a
great deal more profit.

This summer see that vou provide
‘plenty of vegetabies for your flocks—
cabbage especially. If you wani to
see eome fup, with money in it, hang
a oabbage in your: coop just high
enough for your fowls to reach and
#es how they will enjoy it, wWhen
everything is frozen up. Procure for
them oartots, beels, potatoes, celery,
waterctess, onione—in fagt there 1s
nothing that comes amles or need be
wasted, I even (ake the cabbage
stalks apnd grind them up. My hens
tumble over one another to precure
some when put into their merning
mash. [n the spring and summer time
you can take the weeds and green
lucern and put it through a chaff cut-
ting machinye .apnd mix with your
morning teeﬁ, and they will devour
evormous quaptities—saving  your
graln—and your chieks will be health-
fer ror it. In faoct, a8 one writer tersely
pulsit, **We must feed more grass and
less grain to procure egye ana healthy
fowls,?’

Don’t forget that in winter you muest
supply those buge and worms that
Biddy picke up in the summer time.
Now, you cas’t ocateh these and pre-
serve them for winter,so give them
that o0ld cow or old sheep; do away
with so many doge and feed the bones
and scraps you give them to your hens.
Give the hen her teeth (grit) or else
her digestive organs will soon cease Lo
operale and she will die in the midst
of plenty. G. H. C.

I enclose youa olipping irom Farm
LPoultry—written by Editor Hunter,
whe is Dot only an editor but one of the
hest poultry men in the United States
—entitled, ‘*4,000 eggs in Decembet,’?
also *‘The Capiain Beats Qur Recors.??
I do this to show that I have not been
telling your readers any Atrabian
Nights tales, but that [ have kepl a
long way ineide of the Jine of the
money there is to be made in poultry.
But it must be worked for. G. H. C.

FOUR THOUSAND EJGS TN DECEMBER,

We dido’t quite doit—the exaot figures
being 3,857—but we expeoted to pass the
4,000 mark,and up to Christmas day there
was every indication that we would do
8p; hut, our yonng man went home for
a week’s vacation, and the eggs dropped
off a little—one here, another thers, pos-
pibly owing to slight dlfference in quan-
tity of food, and we were 43 eggs short of
our am bition.

» The record e perfectly satisfactory es



