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DISCOTURSH act in. It peems only n litle while! pe longer do as they have done ip|the organization to adapt jtself toj God—=50 years agoan;
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In stacding up to address you Lh'ls
afternoon, I destre an interest in
your {aith and prayers, that I may

ago that we had bt one Btake of|
Zion. We had hat one High Coun-
cil, ;and the Presidency of _ the
Chaorch preeided over thet #High
Council. Every matter of moment,-
every case of importance, came di-
rectly before the Firat Presidency of
the Chureh. In fact affalrs of the
most frifling Importance—oral least
that which we wonld now consider
of trifling imyportance—had to be
submitied to them. Upon their
shoulders rested the responsibility of
directing everything connected with
the work of God In its minutest de-

bs Jed to epeak upon those Bubjects
that will be best adapied to you
and your citcumsiances. I believe
it to ba onr privilege when we come
together, a3 we have this afternoon,
witn oar hearts united, desirous be-
fore God for His blessing, that the
very thipgs.-that is, the very doc-
trines and instructions snd counsel
—that are needed by us, and that
are best adapted to; our circumstan-
ces and condltion, will begiven unto
ne by the Holy 8pirit. It is for this
purpoce we mect together, lnever
did feel patisfled in attending meet-
ings and listening to instractlons
sad going away fesling unrefreshed
and withoat belng edified and
strengthened in the prineiples of the
everlasting Goapel; I do mot think
that if ia right that we shouid thus
meet and thus ceparate, God has
made promises unto His people. If
His people do thelir part He will
fulfil those promises; He will give
that portion of His Bpirlt that is
neceesary to impart unto them
everythiog that thelr circumstan-
oes may require. I think it wrong
that men shouild prepare themeelves
before-hand to speak to the people.
I believe that Glod has given unfous
the correct rule, the rele that He
gave to His ancient diseiples—*$ito
tzke no thought beforchand what
yo ehall say, but treasare up in your
minds eontinually the words of life,
and it £hall be given you in the very

hour that portion that shall be met-
When ihe

ed unto every man,”
time should come for His servants to
addresa the people,
unto them the very things that
were needed, How do I koow,
bhow does a.n{ other man jn this
congregation know the thoughts
and thoe fears and the wants of you
who sre here to-day? There may
be souls here hungerlng for the
word of God, tried and tempted in
many directions, sunoyed and per-
plexed with the cares of life and
with those snxieties that sre con.
nected with our earthly existence.
Who Tehall tell these souls that
which they nced? Can aky mau
out of his own wisdore, from the
depths of his own thoughts, give
the needed efrength and comfort to
those hungry eouls? Itis impogsi-
ble., God mnst do it. God must
pouar out His Holy Bpirlt., God must
help 53 He has promised 1o do, and
we His children must pul ourselves
in a pesition to be helped so that we
can olaim the bleseing.

Thees paople continually mneed
ptrength from the Lord, There has
never been, a dey, nay, not an
hour, frcm the commencement
of thia work upon the earth in these
last deys that the Latter-day Bzints
bave been destituate of the coungel
of heaven, of the word of God, and
of the guidance of that Holy splrit
that God has promised to bestow
upon His fzithfal children. Heavin
thus been led In the past it iz still
essential thet we be thus led in the
future, that we msy live by every
word that] proceedeth from the
mouth of God—not that proceeded
from His mouth 1,800 years ago, but
that prooeeds from His mouth to-
day, in tole year of our Lord 1883,
And we need it just az much to da
as we ever did, Wz need the direct
fnterposition of God’s providence in
onr behel, and we need the gesiat-
ance of His Holy Bpirit} we need
His word, snd His biessing, and His
power, and His direct jintervention
in our behz!f 88 much to-day as this
Church did fifty years ago, or as the
Church did 1850 years ngo, Itisiz.
dispensably necessary for our pro-
grees, for our advancement in'the
things that pertain to righteousness,
in the knowledgs of God, that wa
phould be thus assisted sud upheld
and inspired. : .

This great work with which we
are connected is becoming £0 exten-
give, ia sprending out in 80 man
directions, that it needs more of the
manifestation of God's power and
greater faith on the partof the peo-
ple to carry it ferward in  iha
earth, Jt needs grester faith on
the part of those who bear
any portion of the responsibility of
the Priesthcod of the HSon of Gog,
becauss they have now o act in ca-
rraalttos thaf 'I—-nm‘hjfnm fhoo A sad

He would give

g | They are led along step by step un-

Y | few opportanities tc meet with my

¥ | quita emall whao sre

tails. Bat this has changed. In-
sbend of one High Counel), instead
of one Btake, there are at least
twenty-fiva, Ipstead of ihe First
Presidency of the Church presiding
over High Oouncils, there are Prexi-
dencies of these varicus Btakes. and
upon them rest the responsibillties
which formetly rested wupon the
First Presidency. There are stakes
now in Zion the number of whose
menbers far exceeds the number of
members in tkte Church in those
esrly days. For years after we ¢came
to there valleys—or for some time at
Jeast—the whole Church jn these
mountaine did not number as many
goula #&s are now compriced
within 8alt Lake Stake. The re-
sponsibility, therefore, 12 belng di-
vided. It reats upon a great num-
ber of men, and as the people in-
crease this responsibility becomes
more and mote divided. 1% is an
Imaposeibility now for the First Pre-
sidency to attond to snything bat
general matters of business, giving
general ins{ructions, end they find
themeelves under the necessity
more and more of dividing this, lay-
ing it upon the shoulders ot other
men, calling helps from wvarious
quarters, to Iaboer in  varlons direc-
tions, and to perform the work
which in former times was deemed
especially their yprovince. The
Balnts themeeives find themselves
under the neceseity of depending
more upon them:elves than they
did formerly. They cannot, in the
multiplicity of cares and iabore
which devolve upon leading men—

|

Fears past—catry the_people along.
6 people themselves must learn
to walk, to bear thelr own bardens,
to perform thelr own datles, and to
iake such a course as will resuli—in
their own development, and in“"thei
advancement of this great work
-that God has established wupon the'
earth. T would not give much for
us, norfor onr work, nor for our
future, if the Individusl inlelligence
of the people ehould not be develop-
ed. Itwould be an impossibility for
this work to achleva the high dest-
iny in store for 'fit, and concerning
which we have indulged In #0 many
glowing suticipatlons vpon no other
principle than this, We &fa told
that intelligence is the glory of God,
end H certainly is the glory of mwan.
And with the obstacles that have
tobe overcome, that confront us
every alep in onr./progress, there
must be knowledge developed
among this peopld)’ lAeéré maft be
the highest attalomentandigrade of
fntelligence developed among bs.
Upon no other ptisicipls can we
stand. Upon no ather principle can
we progress, Upon no other prinei-
ple can we accomplish the great re-
sults that we have before u-. It is
true we teetity that God has restored
the everlasting Goapel in its priml-
tive simplicity, purity snd power.
We bear this testimony; but the
restoration of ihis alone, in and of
itself, will npot accomplish that
which wehave before us, unless we
avail purselves of the advantages
which its restoration effords. We
must putin practice and carry out
practically in our liveaita principles.
We must bea people who are not
only hearers of the word, but doers
of 1t also. It will not dofor us to
bave a form of godliness without
the power thereof. We munst bave
the power of the work that God has
founded. We must pat ourselves
in a position to recelve the bleasings
snd adventsges connected with this
worE, and to have these we taust be
a4 pure people—pure in thought,
ure in word, and pure in sction.
od through us js founding a
new urder of things in the earth.

they cannof expect that help, that
attention to minor affzirs, that they
formerly received,

&Hence, my brethren and sisters,
it 19 necessary that every man and
woman and child] connected with
this work should lesrn a8 rapidly as
possible the habit of relf-depend-
ence—to exercice fuith before God
for themeelves, ro that each one in
his place or.in her Pplace, will be able
to perform his or her part to the sec.
cepiance of our QGod, and /n such a
manher 28 to bring to pass thelr
own salvation, This i3 muoh more
ensy at tho present tims than it
was in the past, from the fact that
dootrine ia becoming better under-
stood, the principles of the
(Gospel are maore thoroughly dissem-
inated by the =id of 2l the vurious
agencies that are at work io our
midsl, Our children now receive in
the Primary Assoelations—as soo
as they are abla to eompreheng

The axe is Jald at the root of the old
tree, aud sconer or lauter it will be
bewn down, 'The restoration of the
everlasting Gospel, the restorstion
of the powers connected therewith,
of the gifte, of the blessings, and
especially of the wunion and the
peace thatoharacterized it in ancient
days, is bound eventually to producs
wondserful results in the earth, Al-
ready it is conceded that itle s mar-
vellous work and a wonder, just ag
the Prophet Isaiah said would be the
case. Tois most spread. From the
natare of things ib “must spread-
It mnat continue to grow, to iar
creace. The more obatacles it hae to
contend with the better its power
ls developed, the better its strength
is exhiblied. [ am thankful myselt
for the difficulties we have had to
contend with. I am thankful that
we have a hard pathway to tresd. I
am thankful that we have opposi-
tion of mo serious 2 character,

principle—such imstruction as is
adapted to thzir dawning iniellects,
and from that to the Bunday schoo,
and from the Bunday schnol to the
Yeung Men’s and  Young Women’s
Assoolations, and In the case of the
boys to the vatlous councils of the
Priesthood, snd in the cate of the
girls to the various Rellef Bocieties,

til they become thoroughly indoe-
trinated in prineciple, and compre-
hend jn the brosdest sense the
character of tbe work with which
they &re identifled. Only this morn-
ing [ hag an opportunity of testing
this to some extent, Ily frequent
absences from home give me bul

childli-en. ‘BIntIsaid to them this
morning: “Instead of yon going to
Sunday school, I will hzve %. Sﬁu-
day school-at bome.” I wanted to
talk to them, to fuguira of my little
ones concerning their knowledgs of
the pringiples of the Gospel, and 1
wad Bomewiiat surprised a% the re-.
Plies which were made to my inter-
rozatorles concerning this” work
concerning its cheracter, concern-
ing its doctrines and the princi ples
that sretrught by the Elders, I
presume that it Is the case with glj
our children, and 1 hsve no doab:
from my observation, that =t the
pregent fime there are children
capable of giv-
ing replies to questiors which a few,
ier:rs Bg0 maIuy of 1cmr Elders could
o¢ anawer. I am pleased with this,
I think it right, : -
As I have gaid this work ia spread-
ing tOBO great an cxtent that re-
aponsioility must roat upon indivi-

Without this we could not be deve)-
oped. Withoat this we could not be
thoroughly tested, nor our principles
be proved. Itls by such ordesls as
there that man ¥xhibits his divine
origin, and the gualitles that he in-
berits from his divine Father. It is
by such ordeals as there that By8.
tema are tried, and that principles
exhibit their force and power
to mankind. We are being tested
a3 no other people upon the face of
the earth are belng tested. Toe
principles that we have espoused
ald that we advocate sra pasaing
through such an ordeal s the prinet-
ples advocated by no other people
are subjected to,
of opposition §8  bronght tc
bear; every kind Zof inflaence is
set in motion, not even stopplng at
violence iteelf. If our principles
will withatand a1l thete shocks and
ageanlts upon them and endure,
they wlll prove to the world for bet.
ter than our verbal testimony will
that they =nre of divine origin, If
the organization of this Chuich can-
not be broken up by the attacks of
mobs, by the uprooting of the

ple, by the driving of them forth
into the wilderness, by the sitacks
of townehips, of cities, of connties,
of Btates, or by the adverse Jegisla-
tion of the United States lteelf, then'
the world will be more likely to be-
lieve thacwhich we solemnly assert,
that God is its author, that Qod laid
ita fouudation, tbat God has pre-
served it thas fazy and that He wil}
preserve it to the very end. Theee
are the procfa of that which we
testify. That 1t has thus withateod
all these nssanlts, we are living wit-
nezees, That we axisy to-day in onr

dgal members, The Presidenoy of
!{g Church, the Twelve x}pm{les,
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‘Bmith stated it in the cotest before

every change of circumstance. Men
may eneer, men may deride, men
muay publish falze statemente, men
may attribote all this to varlous
causes which are untrae} bat the
fact still -remains uncontrovertible
and Gnaseailable, that there ise
power and a strength snd an elas-
ticity abouk the organifaiion of this
Chorch of Jesns Christ of Latier-
day Balnta that all that is bronght
against it fatls to uneettls or to
shiver. Now we have been testify-
ing—that is, seme of ths Eld.rs
have—for these 53 years that this
work had thfs capaclty, Jcsph

the Cburch iteelf was organized.
The first Elders of this Church baore
similar testimony whenbufeix mem-
bers compriced the entire Church
of Jesus Chrlst. They predicted its
future. They stated that it possess,
ed these dislne qualities. They,
rolemnly declared that God bhad re-
stored it from the heavens; that it
was the old organizsion brought
badk agaln} thatlt was the 6ld Goa-
pel reatored once mote to the earih,
and that it weuld win its way in
every land and among every peojls,
and that it would accomplish ali
that God had predicted by the
mouths of His holy prophets that it
should nccomplish, But who be
lieved 11t No more belleved It then
than can be found now to belleve

our testimony, that whish we bear|

this day, that this work, notwiths
standing all the oppoenfon it may
have to contend with—notwith.
standing i1t may have every power

ti
practice, after yeara o{m;mql
prnctica_lly carrying jt Outlp
mountains, Thag conatitw_,"t.
strength of this work, [y N i
fallibility, Mot that may gl

iy

with it i3 infallible, for he
but the work itself, i
and eVerything connpcied
is Infaliible, baving a diving |,
belpg revealed of Qod. y ..
wonderful thing to aty, h{
stated right at the'og ﬁ
work, that it shonld be ::u
vvery iand, that jta dothgﬂ
I

be proclaimed fn
l
23

throughount the worlg
should gathér from ev
der heaven, men and
should be numbeteg
vert-, A remarkab
something wunheard
the principles of
when preached

the eflect to gather out
natlon, kindred, forgue
thoee who erpousty
every word hbhas b
Whetevar the Ekjers of
have gone they have &
paaled by that wonuge
the power of gaihering
togelher; not of orme;
one ianguage, but jes
race and of every ianguye
the adaptabihity of it
the people of Lhe f
well a8 to thoze of ¢
Wherever theee

they were proolaim
have espoused them, and §

on earth to oppose if, that it wil]

win 1ts way until it will il the

whole earth. There were probably | prevent these people fro
no more who believed the teetimony | coming together.
of the early Eiders respecting the!the inducement of the

growth of the work than are to be
found %0 belisve our testimony now
concerning its fature. But fAfty-
three years have passed,and in their

Evory form | P

paceage it has been demonstrated
that it possesses the gualitier and
powers that were claimed for it
by those who declared the lestimony
in the begioning. Wonde:fol it
muat have seemeud In ths sarly days
when thay all conid meet together
witein alog schoolhouse —~wonderful
it mtat have seemed to them when
their minde were enlightened by
the Bpirit of God snd thay looked
down and sa® the fulure of this
work, 118 growth, development and
advancement, and the mighty re-
sults it would accomplish—it musé
have gcemed wonderful, I eay, to
them at that time with their sor-

roundings, But if there ia any-
tbing thal shows clearly how
God dealt with this people

and how plainly He counld reveal
His mind and wil) to them, it 13 the
fact that those who lived In those
days, andg whose writings have been
left, whose teatimonies are on re-
card,—eaw with extraordinary clear-
ness that which we now behold and
the far greater resnlts that are yet
to be reached in the future. They
gaw it with plainness, they saw it
with wonderful clearnees and pre-
dicted concerning it as thongh they
were writing contemporanecus his.
tory; and thai which they testified
to, as 1 have sald, bas been proved
g0 far as we have gone,

There has been 0o Iack about this
work. Lts principles have withstood
all that has been bronght against
them. They stand unshaken be-
cabee they are fonnded on eternal
truth, The whole clergy of (he
world may array themselvesagainat
them, 29 they have (o a certain ex-
tent; they may endeavor o controe
vert these principles, but they are
founded on trath snd they cannot
be overtutned. Not a gingle princi-
le that has been declared or been
testiBed to by the KElders of thia
Church from the beylnning up to
the present time ¢an be assailed sue-
cessfully by any teligionist, nor by
soientific men, because they are im-
pregnable, baving had their origin
in Uod. Andsoic is with every-
thing connected with this work, [t
has never taken & atep backwerd, It
never will take n step backward,
There are no mistakes to
be corrected oonnected with ft,
elther with its doclrine, with its or-
ganization, or with ita movement,
Who is there—I spesk to you, my
brethren and sisters, who have been
conpected with thia Church from
the beginning—who is there that
can recall a single instance of repan-
tation of any of 1ts principles? Has
there ever been a doctrine declared
by the authorities of this Church,
as B part of the Gospol of Jesus
Christ, that they have had fo take
back or modily? Not one. Has
thepa been anything in the organ.
izatggn that has had to be perfected?:

present organized crpacity in thos

No. Th.eorganization was ps per-

remarked here before, ih
power short of vioisnee

t has

has not been by persus
not been any influence of
acter that they have @
wield over the peopla that
ered them together, ]
come of thelr own accor)
have foreaken home, frien
soulalions, sameestrsl to
everything of this characte]!
calculated to bind men tol
tive Jand, they have cev
these and bave gathered
cast their lots with b
their faith in these
And this bes been 5 p
of this work from th
mencement, andit will
be a5 long 13 the Goy
And it 1s this Wondera/ sakt;, |
(Godlike union, testly
that it is trom G J
I do mot wish toesy soyihl
relation to other formaols
do not know that«t 1 o
that I should do eo; bui o
man can admit that Cb
called~—1X call it a falre (i
Untrue to* its
fles the wants of h
the present time. 1t
gion that antiafler. It ¢

devold of all the powe
aoterized it apd gave it
ear)y days. Youn look
those features that d
and that gave It powet
and that made it the f
ism and false religlons
those daye, and whieh
wonderful euccesa it ac
destitute of thece (o
divided, split into hug
without power, havin
Fodiinese, but lackingH
thereof. It cannot s
prevail, Monsetreus o
great as ila growth i
with the world it N
nevertheless is destin
with Babylon the g
go down. Ithasnot
of etrangth. And
camse oOf its weakd
@od (i not with it
does not accompany
many instances age
cause it is popmlar ¥
where s the power of|
Where are the revelid
The idea of God havids
the earth and never ¢
mind and will onidt
Why, I will not Wik
who will not epesk. Helt
old. I want IIOWBS"&
him, I want the God
the God of Abrabal
Jacob, 8 God who ¢l
who can manifest

His wil), who_can sﬂ'd“,

F
r

can hear And auswer thelt
L4

Him, and I shank Gl b

has established Hi Chur,

ple, who can besioW
B]Bjaﬂinga apon His |"
wh they ,call OpoB
Wa:?s Ga&v of (hat kim} %
T4
found Him,snd that He s
od himsell in theso ﬂ‘?f .
]
days, snd b3
did lnan_oiﬁ 878, -



