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THE flUMUSICAL EXERCISES

of the musical exercisesTHE quayquality
of the late coconferenceinference were a matter

of general comcommentment it is hardly
to state that the allusions to

neonecessaryemary
41 were of a favorable charthisthia

acter both the vocal and instrumental
a charm to the occa-

sion
Auces gaveperformancesperformperfo

and were a8 source90 of delight to
listened to them the choir

those who
under the leadership of bro stephens

has attainattaineded a degree of proficiency

that to a Wmatteratter of common remark
accompaniment on thewhile ththe

grand organ by brotherbirther daynes is

nothing behind the singing in excel-

lence

A YEAR orOF congresses

r THE number of congresses conven

1 eions and conclaves held this year
throughout the united states is re-

markablymarkably large they have been of
political industrial socialkindATeveryery

commercial and religious on the ath

dinst what isie known as the wcwestern
slope congress was organized at grand
junction colorado its purpose is to

consider the best means for developing

the varied resources of western colo-

rado it embraces only the section
we of what Isie known as the con-

tinentaltin divide and delegates from all

the counties towns and industrial
bodies in this region compose the body

the idea was entertained largely
that the division of colorado into two
states was contemplated but a resolu-
tion introduced at the grand junction
congress on the ath was not even con-
sideredsi so unanimous was the senti-
ment in opposition to any such move-
ment

it is held that in mineral resources
western colorado is unusually fertile
but that the best means for their devel-
opment have not been adopted it is
also stated that for fruit raisingmining there
are exceptional advantages which are
not availed of to a profitable extent
all such questions the congress will
consider it lemsseems rather strange
however that it contemplates entering
the worlds fair with its exhibits as

western colorado this would
naturally give the idea that a division
of the state underlies the movement
no matter howbow pronouncedly such a
project is disclaimed the congress
will also ask the federal govegovernment
to establish national parksparka in that
region

preparations are also being made for
the holding of a national mining con-
gress in denver in the near future
this alms at being national not
alone colorado wyoming utah
idaho montana and new mexico will
be represented but delegates from
canada and many of the atlantic
states will be present

speakers of national repute will ad-
dress the mining congress inteinterest-
ing

rest
features like drilling matches be-

tween miners will be introduced
cheap rates of transportation will be
secured from

I1
all roads centering in

denver extending eastward to chicago
and westward to the pacific coast

ON THE FRIENDLY ISLANDS

WS have been permitted to peruse a
letter from elder alva J butler now
a missionary on the friendly lalandislands
which brings some interesting newsnewe
from that far country at the time of
writing aug 26 elder butler appears
tobaieto have been occupying quaquarters injukua lofa tonga with elder brig-
ham smoot of provo they had been
settled there only a few days
but hadbad already received lengthy
and repeated visits from near-
ly the entire retinue of state
dignitaries the parliament was in
session and the members of that body
the governorsgovern of the various provinces
and even the father of the prince thepremier and the english consul madethe elders several friendly visits attheir quarters and listened with muchinterest to their eexplanation of theprinciples of cmormonism

THE LOGAN CHOIR

WIMWE clip from the salt lake times
thehe following editorial which passes

deserved encomiums on the logan
tabernacle choir which tois one of the
beat in the territory

how difficult it is to write the history
of the present so much of passion and
prejudice enter into the criticism of con-
temporaneous actors and institutions
that not until time rolrollslethethe presentpresen intotinto
the long drawn shadows of the past can
man be sufficiently generous to be truly
just when fleeting years shall give a
retrospective view of the utah of today
and when sur ofstrife and bitterness
shall have placated and pacified our
judgmentsdgments there are two phases of the
mormon regime that will enlist the in-
terest and admiration of the historian
one is the architectural instinct the
other the musical genius of these people

As to architecture it is remarkable
thathat a people incessantly stigmatized as
ignorant and uncultured should build
mamagnificent churches and temtemplesles
wherein to consecrate and dignify their
devotions not only does the architec-
tural impulse run in the line of religious
conseeconsecrationration but it also displays itself in
the spsplendidlendia residences and grounds
that give evidence of the tand taste
of many mormon citizens it is true that
half the millions spent in churches and
temples might well have been investinvesteded in
additional schoolhouses and colleges but
this possiblepos sibe amendment and improve-
ment of the grammepro should not blind
us to a fair apprehension of the popotencyteney
sinceritysinsincerityceritblatt and solemnity of the religious
fefervorarvor that begets such a broad and gen-
erous consecration of labor and treasure

asinin respect to the musical genius ot
this people it is no exaggeration to say
that the sense of harmony and melody
as a vehicle for the incitement and ex-
pression of religious sentiments isin more
highly developed in the mormon
churches and tabernacles of utah than
among any of the older secsectariantatian or-
ganizations not to mention the widely
renowned four hundred choristerscho ot
salt lake city we cite a less known
but equally well drilled and meritorious
class of singers who compose the tab-
ernacle choir of logan the first thing
that impresses the visitor is the marked
degree of appreciation that is exhibited
by every one of the large audience of
four or five hundredhuirdred in attendance
there isia an art and inspiration in the
choral service and each attendant isia
Uuplifted on the wings of the sacred mel-
ody the instrumental accompani-
ment a rich toned organ yields in
volume just sufficient to shade and tem-
per the vocal symphony thus obviating
the great fault shown frequently in the
display of powerfulgerful instruments where-
by the outgobreathingoat of the sodsoeo ild in vocal
language is obscured and overpowered
the choir in the aggregate numbers from
sixty to seventy and more than half the
number are usually present they ive
evidence of thorough drill and skilful
management each voice contributes anaim
aadded melody and the whole united ex-
hibits a harmony that is both charming
and inspiring the leaders guidance is
unobtrusive yet it furnishes the formula
of time and pitch which every voice in
the choir makes audible it is concert
harmony melody now the breeze waft
ing to our ears the gorgeous sound of
many waters now the impassioned
outcry of admirationadmirationAmi ration and applause
anon the plaint of sorrow in
muffled tones of tearful woe again
the gentler pathos of chastenedchasteneychastened
hope then joy with her merry bells ring-
ing out in the pearly sunshine now love
with her placid wings bathing the soul in
infinite peace now fear with her haunt


