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FROM THE MISSIONARY FIELDS.

in the Eastern Btates Misslon.

Lindsey, Jefferson Co., Pa.,
July 18, 1898.

Twelve months ago, the 4th Inst., 1
laft my mountain home in obedlence to
go forth in the world to proclaim the
Gospel. To say that I was not look-
ing tor such a call would be wrong, for
it had been sald to me, by the Lord,
through his servant, the Patriarch, that
it would be required of me in due time.

On arrival of the message to me, my
first thoughts were, was I prepared,
competent, or gualified to go forth in
the worid? Had I made any prepara-
tions of myself that would qualify me
to ereditably represent the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
among men? This was my firgt thought,
and 1t was a very important matter for
me, S8ome said -- me, prior to my
depariure, Would it not be wiser for
vou to go later in the season. o8 the
weather is so dangerously hot? Terri-
ble to leave this cool mountaln at-
mosphere and risk one's Ufe, all of a
spdden, ln suffocating regions, where
scores are prostrateéd daily by the ex-
treme heat! wuthers would say: It is
near the Jubllee (24th of July); you
had better walit another month or so
and take in the Jubilee, as ft will only
come cnce n a lfetime. This last
persuasion was, I confess, hard to
overcome, and thus deny myself of its
pleasures, for I had been looking ahead
to this glorious event, but T had been
called and the time set for my depart-
ure, with others (and I was no better
than others).

Shortly after leaving Ogden (July
§th), a nice, cool. beautiful rain set in,
This made our trip across the Rocky
Mountains and great plains very pleas-
ant Indeed. Some 34 years prilor to
this time, I crossed these same endless
prairies and mountains afoot {when on-
Iy a lad of ten summers), that is, our
ride came occasionally when on a doewn
grade, but all thls would not amouni
to over 50 miles in all

Many an old landmark did T see and
know. I knew every stream crossing
without making any Inquiries. Many a
degerted farm could he Been from the
ear window, as we sped along western
Kansas, ail for the want of sufflcient
water to molsten the earth. There is
no better soll founa anywhere than is
here seen. What a pity that the water
in pot to be had! The question that
came to me was, Would the Lord cause
a phange to come over nature in order
to favor this parched country? He had
done this to the people of the Rocky
Mountalns, where lttle or no water
was once found; here at this day s
found water in plenty. Increase of
water came sccordlng to the demand.
"ot the water increase; and It was
done according to thelr falth.”

We remained over one day at Omaha
and another at Chicago. bBoth of these
¢itjes are great, and they would today
be mo=t beaut!ful, had they been found-
eq and lajd out by the master hand
as those cities have been that are found
in the mountains. Their greatness
would then enhance their beauty, hut
ag they are seen today, one would be-
lleve that the sreets were laid out after
bulldings were erccted—at random. The
weather still continued fine,which made
travel very pleasant and agreeable. Qur
disappolntment came when entering the
train at Chicago for Pilttsburg. We
naturally looked for better traln ac-
commodatlons, as the farther east we
came, but east is not in It alongside
af the west, Western accommoda-
ﬂons. from Chlcago west, are far supe-

or.

We arrived at Pittsburg in due time,

Much Dbusiness is gelng on in and
around this eolty. Shortly after
our arrival at Pitisburg we made
inquiries for a New England village, or
post office, but No one seemed to know
anything about such a vlllage or poat-
office. We made lngulries of the Piils-
burg Post clty editer. Th!s gentleman
had heard of a branch of our Chursh
ot some fifteen mlles or so in the hilla,
and directed us ‘to a street car, going
out that way; 15 cen'ts carrfed us out
to our destlnation, The llttle New
England village where one of our
bragpches Is located,
about twenty-five familles, Most of
Its Inhabitants obtaln thelr lving by
extracting coal from mother earth.
Brother George Barnea and the Salnts
recelved and treated us very kindly.
Here we met Blder Joshua Selley, of
821t Lake City, who had been put In
charge of 'the western part of Penn-
sylvanla oconference. After resting a
fow days from the effects of the trip, I
was asdlgned to labor {In company
with HElder Walter P. Rich of Parls,
Idaho,Y In Somerset wvounty. Eller
Rlch and myself met, for the firat
time, In the city of Somerset. We went
to and prepared our fleld of labor for
the misslon, by unitedly offerlng up
& prayer unto the Lord that he might
ald us In opening up this fleld, and
preprare It for fubure work, From the
date of our arrival untll October 20th
tollowing, -we traveled in this county
some 2,000 miles or so, In our effort to
visit the people and dellver the mes-
sage of salvation to them. We mat
much oppositron, but no persecutlan.
The county papers dld much to coppose
us. Every old mountebank had some-
thing to say about us. Such charac-
ters usually resort to the press to give
vent to the [nner man (as from the
abundance of the heart the mouth
speaketh). The editors {(some of tham)
are willing tools of sush characters, who
are generally either minlsters or Sab-
beth sehool class leaders,

Brother Rich is a hard worker in the
mlssionary fleld, and, as I also came
out to de my duty, we did much to al-
Iny prejudice, a3 we gajned many
friends, warm friends, who are Investi-
gating the Gospel carefully.

During our travels in this county we
have preached In ahurches that had
been closed for from three o four
years, all becawse the people could
not afford to pay the preacher what he
demanded of them as wages.

In preaching the Gospel and alding
the people bo clearly understand the
same, I8 a greater undertaking than
many people think. Suppose yoa at-
tempt to teach an individual to proper-
ly handle and perform on an Instru-
ment, say¥ a viclin; perhaps he can
play some on the insirument: hence,
the firgt thing you do with him Is to
filnd out how much he can perform
and the way he does ft. After you as-
certain this you will find out that, In
ningty-nine eases out of a hundred,
you will have to atart them entirely
anew throughout., What makes It
worse s, that they have amcquired old
hablts (superstitions) that are hard for
them to overcome, Just 80 is teaching
the true Gospel to the world; what lHt-
tle has been taught themn has only led
them astray. Once in a great whllz

we meet, here and there, one that {s on county.

1s composed of]

i
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walked the whole dlstance, preaching
and dlstributing tracts as we went
along, held several Interesting meet-
ings and s0ld some boolks. The course
we took must have made the distance
nearly 160 miles. At this conference I
was assigned to labor In Jefferson
county (in connectlon with Elder A.
B. Neft of South MIlll Creek, Salt
TL.ake county). This also was a new
field, and proved to be very hard for
us to make an opening, but by the
help of the Lord, things by this date
begin to look encouraging.

I am sorry lo state that my com-

panlon, Elder Neff, had to return
home on account of sickness in his
famlily. This occurred about the last

of February this year, Eider Samuel
D. Winter succeeded Brother Nefl as
my companijon and we continued to-
gether until our last April conference,
which was held in 'Washington county.
Elder Winter and myself took to the
road and walked the dlstance, preach-
Ing, teaching and gliving away tracts
anm we passed along. Sometimes we
would be denied hospitality as much
as fifteen times of an evening, be-
fore obtaining a place to lay our
heads, but for all this we met some
mosat excellent people. There 1s much
prejudice found in the land, but am
thankfu) to see that it is giving way.
The truth !s driving it out, A spirit of’
vlolence was in the hearts of the peo-
ple, many of them, when we first came
here; but we have wlthstood them.
They Insulted us on ever hand. We
found and made frlends notwlthstand-
Ing all this opposition. Today many of
them are ashamed of what they aid.
A gentleman sald to me the other day:
“T am astonlahed at the peaceable way
you men have in going around among
the pecple, when ingults &re hurled at
you on the right and left.”” 1 said to
him: “Do you know how the disclples
and Apostles of old were abie to put up
with sueh treatment?” “Why, it was
becsuse they had the truth, and the

Lord was wlth them,” answered my
friend,
#Just =o0,” 1 said, “and this [3 the

repson and the only reason why we
go right ahead with our work. And
we wlill continue dolng so until the
work i flnished and the gates of hell
wlll not prevail against it, for the Lord
has spoken it
We have many controversles with
ministers, At the first they request us
to conflne ourselves to the Serip-
tures. This 1s just what we deslre to
do, but, soon we find out that our op-
ponents are at work outside, with
their oplnions and ideas. Some of them
go 50 far as to ask us 1If we think they
have authority to preach the Gospel.
We refer them to what the Apostle
Paul has to say about this. (Heb. 6!
4.y They acknowledge that they wer'e'
not called in thls way, but “think
the Bible glves them authority. Latter-
day Salnt Elders must not fee! at all
put out on account of the acts of these
ministers, for this !a the way they have
been brought up. I belleve many of
themn to be sincere In the course they
pursue, I do not question the honesty
of their faith {(many of them) but the
trouble 18, that this faith which they
possess 18 founded upon false evl-
dence.
After our spring conference HEider
Marcus Taggart and myself were sent
back to Jefferson and Indiana countles
to continue the work. Elder Taggart
came lately [rom Lewijston. Cache
ginee our return o these
have held meetings in nearly

the right track, as far as parts we
o et P villnge between ihe city of Punx-

gone. Authority to preach,
ministering
pel, the people understand 1fttle abont.
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the ordinances of the Gos-|atawny and

the close of Oct.,, 1897, we ! we caul
bade our friends {n Somerset county, cirele with the famil
toward knees,
county (where'Qoctrine therein recorded, occasionally
wns to be held), We pelng kindly entertained by a miniser

Indiana and  visited
hundreds of families, In many of these
4 be seen sitting In the family
y Bible on our
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