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same laceplace but was not then permitted
to taketaho plates he waswag commandedcoinmAn ded to
visit the same placeplate in the following

leyearoilmil and in the fall of 1825 he again
hadanhadaradan interview with the angel in
18261820 habadhe hadbad another interview andund on
the night of the slat of september 1827
ththetho taegangelel again appeared tdto dimand on
thatthit occasion permitted himbin to take the
veplated from the place of their deposit
he was thienthen lacking a few months of

two years old and even
then after having passed through all
rhesethese experiences heno could not with
the least propriety be denominated old
joe smith

having received the plates he occu-
pied a portion of his time during the
next three years in farming and a por-
tion of it in translating this rordrecord I1 for
be it known he was not able to siustainsustain
himself without laborlaboi he was not a rich
or wealthy man and therefore hadbad totor
laborwittlabor with his handsbands the work dfof
translation was done with the urlin
and Thummim for mr smith was not
a learned man and in fact was scarcely
in possession of an ordinary common
school education helie could write a
little but was by no means an expert
penman and in the work of transla-
tion he had to employ first one and
then another to write the words of the
record as he translated them with the
urla and Thum mim consequently the
manuscripts of fhethe book of mormon
velewerevere whittenwritten by different scribes not
longiong before the time he obtained the
plates mr smith got married and betie
employed his wife to write some of it
martin harris some portion
of it but the greater part was written
11inby gilvenoliver cowdery a still younger man
than joseph and that the manumanuscriptserlseni t
is in his handwriting anyone can sattbattsatis-
fy himself by appealing to the original
ahen about two and a half years had i

passed away the record was translated
andarid the book waswab in print before the
springshing of 18301836

here let me give you a littly further
external evidence of the truth of this
worworkvork beyond that which depends uponapon
the testimony of josephdoseph smith alone
theTho Lord would not permit the book of
mormon to go forth to this generation
without giving further evidence of its
truth thanihan that of its translation con-
sequently three other men by the
names of oliver cowdery david whit
lm and martin harris hadahad a testimony
concerning the divine authenticity ofof
thi not by seeing the plates
merely that would not suffi-
cient what was their testimony
they have left it on record and it is
printedp and bound with the book of
mormon tolo be sent forth to all nations
peoples andalid tongues under the whole
hiheavensiVenshyens these three men testify iqiri
words of soberness that the angel came
down fromfroin heaven in their presence
and spoke to them and took tthee plates

I1

egidewidand passed them before their eyes and
turned over their leaves one after
another and showeded them the engrav-
ings upon the platesplats and while hohe was
daindoing this they testify that they heard a
voice from heaven saying unto them

these havehaver been tiantranslatedslated bvby the gift
and power of god 11 and commanding
them to bear record of it to allail nationsnation
kindreds tongues and people to
whom thetife work should go that is the
hasonnasonreason they have given their testimony
andhild Dprefixed it to the book ofor mormon

coulal they have been deceived whenwilen
taethey sawtaw the plates in the hands of tho
angel and saw him turn them over leaf
after I1leatleai there was no deception
there they actually did know and have
testified tftc that wv 1aich their eyes did
dueidudi herehero then are four witnesses to
the divine authenticity of chebookthe book of
mormon jaseph smith martin har-
ris cdavid whitmer andund oliver twcow
dery are there any living in our day
and generation who can bear testimony
to the divine authenticity of the old
and new testaments we haye the
testimony of persons who lived ancient-
ly whom none living in this genera-
tiontion ever saw or heard the mor
monsmona beverewe were told this forenoon be-
lieve in the old testament but I1Y will
say that we not only believebelleve in it but
we know by the gifts of the spirit of
god by revelations bentsentbent down from
heaven by the visvisionsloiis of the almighty
and by the ministrations ofholy angels
that the bible is true we know it to b
a record from heaven have you any

tsuch testimony no you have not
then we present the book of mormon
ayouto you with a testimony such ahyouas youtou can
not bring in relation to the bible un-
lessjeluk you appeal to the latter day saints
agaias witnessesI1

hayehaveI1 already cited you to mourfour witvit
esses to thetile divinedivineite uhethe

bookBooKzookbookoffof mormon butbui arelurel aliall tae
I1

witnesses ththe lord raised
this work or were there any others

who these plates yes there were
eight others making twelve in all who
have given their testimony and namesnameff
to go wherever this book goes that ttheyhey
did actually handle these plates and
that they did seesed the engravings there-
on they send forth their testimony
in words of soberness to all people to
this fact can alanyiyonetyoneone in this genera-
tion come forehandfortforthhandand declare thatchathatiei ever
handled the tables of stone on which
the law of moses was written aneverI1 never
have heard of any suchauch man you
have not got the tables of stone neither
can you exhibit the originoriginalvallal of any one
of the books of either the old or new
Tdtestament lencehence when you0u come to
external evidence the lagerlajerlatter day saints
can produce far more in proof of the di-
vine authenticity of thebookoff mormon
and of the scriptures than it is possible
for the christian world to bring

but we will nonstopnot stop here afterterten the
book of mormon was printed in the
spring of 1830 of what use would it
have been to this generation if god had
not sent down from heaven authority
to administer in his ordinances as
taught within its pages and in the scrip-
tures none whatever we could have
read it is truetrues a great many good princi-
ples and we might have understood
the doctrine of christ more fully and
plainly by reading the testimony of the
prophets and apostles who lived on the
american continent 1800 years ago and
efof those who lived here before christ
we might also have learned a great
many things but what would all this
have availed uaus without authauthoritybrity entsent
from heaven to administer anthointhein tha ordi-
nances of the gospel it would havelhave
availed us nothing it would have been
like spreading a good substantial meal
before a hungry man and depriveddepriving0 him
of the power foto partake thereof it
would only have aggravated his appappe-
tite this would have been the posi-
tion of the people in regard to the book
of mormon if it had been merely trans-
lated and left there butbat the lord our
god who had determined in his eter-
nal purposes and had revealed and
foretold by thethe mouths of his ancient
propprophetshetA that in the latter days he
would establish hia kingdom on the
earth did condescend to send from
heaven angels to confer the authority
to administer in the ordinances of the
gospel of his son

who were sent from heavenheaten for this
purpose peter jameajames and john some
of the principal of christs ancient
apostles men who held the apostleship
themselves men who were able to give
the authority because they held it
themselves and by them this authority
was again restored and conferred upon
men here on the earth but I1 must
mention that the lord had commenced
by restoring the lesser authority or
prpriesthood on the day of may
18299 nearly a year before the
tionfloii of this church while joseph smith
and oliver cowdery were engaged in
translating and writing the record con-
tained on these plates of which I1 have
been speaking they read that the peo-
ple on the american continent ancient-
ly were baptized by immersion and
how important it was fofor every person
who had come to years of accountabil-
ity to be born of the water as well asadof
the spirit and having learned thatthad no
man in all the was
possessed ofauthority to administer anyuny
dfof the ordinances of the gospel of christ
they were at a loss just as joseph was
when fourteen yearsadars old about which
church to join consequently they
stopped the work of translation their
anxiety to attend to the ordinance be-
ing so great and they went out into
thetha wilderness and inquired of god
what they should do in relation to their
baptism when they had prayed A
while behold a messenger was sent from
the heavens and he came and stood be-
fore them clothed in brightness and
glory what was his object in incomingcoming
was it tto teach them the mode or order
of baptiebaptismessm no but itift was to restore
to the earth the authority to administer
thathe ordinance this messenger laid
his hands upon the headsonheads of thestheseetwotwo
individuals and gave unto them the
lesser or priesthood the
priesthood ofaaron the samebame that was
held by john the baptist a regular
priest of the lineage of aaron when he
baptized for the remission ofbf sins who
was the avagelmigel that thus restored this
priesthood to the earth he saidsald his
name was john the same who came to
prepare the way of our savior at hispreparefirstrat coming and that he was sent to
confer this lesser priesthood upon his
servants in answer to theirthein prayers in

10order that there might be nuthUtauthorityhority on
the earth to baptize bayingsaying to them
furfarfurtherfartherr while his hanbanhandadg were still upon
their heads that I1 which
I1 now confer upon you shall not be

taken from thetho earth until the lord
shall come

let me here inquire if there is any-
thing in the scriptures that will war-
rant us in believingunbelieving that the priesthood
of levi is again to be restoredrestgredpred to the
earth hitherto I1 have given youyon a his-
tory af the tisailse of this church without
appealing to many passageseq of scripture
but now letlot me for a few moments cite
yourur mindsminda to the nature of that priest-
hoodhood which john the baptist held and
whether or not it is to be onqu the earth
in the latter times

iniii the first place yowyou may gago to all
the religious sects and societies through-
out all christendom and inquire if they
have the priesthood among
them and they will tell you they have
not the church of england presby
rianste methodists baptists or any or
all these societies do not even pretend
to any such priesthood neither does the
roman catholic or the greek church
you inquire furthermore of all these
christian societies if the jews them-
selves have theaaronie priesthood and
they will tell you that the jews lost that
authority by their apostasyapostacy and that
the kingdom of god was taken from
them and given to a nation bringing
forth the fruits thereof consequently
according to the testimony of all chris-
tendom there is neither jew nor gentile
now upon the face of the earth who has
the priesthood after the order of leylletllevi
ar the priesthood if that be
themase if it eve returns to the earth

be restored now the question
aswillig will it return to the earthdarth laIs there
a promise in the scriptures of the resto-
ration of suchsuchaa priesthood to the chil-
dren of men if so it must come from
heaven for according to the testimony
of all christendom neither they nor the
jews possess it11

there is not time on the present oc-
casion to turn particularly to the pas-
sages referring to this subject but I11
think I1 can direct your minds to a few
jinlinii the testimony given in the cbchap-
ter

al
of exodus verse 15 jefinwe nindfindd that tathis

I1 priesthood was to be confirmed upon
the heads of the children of levi unto
the endfild throughout all their genera-
tions again we find another testimony
in the case of the grandson ofaaron
phinehas in consequence of a pertaincertain
work he did in the midst of the congre-
gation of israel an everlasting priest-
hood was confirmed upon him and his
seed throughout all their generations
numbers 252313251313 that is they were intianti
tied to it they might lose it through
apostasyapostacy but they were entitled to it
throughout all their generations again
when we referlefer to the last chapter of isa-
iah we find a prophecy thatansinsaas not yet

i been fulfilled only in part where the
lord says 1I will set a sign among the
people and I1 will gather the children 0off
israel from all nations upon horse
mules in litters upon swiftbeasts back
to my holy mountain jerusalem and I1
will take of them for priestpriests andsund levites
saith the lord indeed Is the lord
going to0 have priests and levites aftergagatheringotha israel from all nations yeyes
III1 I will take of them for priests and le-
vites saith the lord I1

here then is a restitution or restora-
tion predicted in the last chapter of
isaiah that the lord will rathergather the
house of israel from all lands alspis
holy mountain jerusalem and that he
will then take of them for priestpriestssandand
levites furthermore let us see what
the following passage says concerning
the continuation 0of this lesser priest-
hoodgoodofof levi for as ththeP new heavens
and the new earth which I1 shall makmakee
shall remain before me so shall your
seed and your name remain or in
other words your priesthood thothethe priest-
hood which I1 have conferred upon the
seed of levi shall remain just as etern-
al as the new heavens and the new
earth if one comes to an end so shall
the other and if one is to be eternal
and never to pass away so will the
other if then such a priesthood is to
be restored to the children of men in
the last days when god raises up a peo-
ple to prepare for the ingathering of the
house of israel where will it come
from I1 have already proven to you
that according to the testimony of all
Chrischrlschristendomtendom neither the jews nor the
christians posspossessess it then horwillhow will it
be restored it will be restored by the
lord god who fiutfirst established that
authority on the earth I1 have told
you how he bashas restored it I1 havohave
told you that an angel whose name
was john the baptist on whom restedrosted
that priestpriesthoodhood and authority came
down from heaven and restored it I1
have told you that he laid his hands
upon the heads of joseph smith and
oliver cowdery and gave them author-
ityI1
1 ty to baptize but says one how
about the laying on off hands can they
who hold that priesthood layjay on

bands no they have not authority
to do that john who held that priest-
hood said I1 baptize you with water
but theretherethero cometh one after me mightierlightler
than I1 and he holding a higher priest-
hood than 1I will baptize you with the
holy ghost and with fire that priest-
hood is called the priest-
hood it was that priesthood which
jesusjesua possessed and by the authority
of that priesthood he called his disci-
ples that priesthood confers the
power to administer in all the falness
of thothe ordinancesordinapees of the son of god
in the spirit as well as in the outward
ordinances therefore this church
never could have arisen had the lord
stopped with the mere translation of
the bookoffbook of mormon and the restora-
tion of the lesser priesthood it la14 true
that with the latter we could baptize
but it does not impart the power to con-
fer the holy ghost and that this
chuchurchach might have the power to ad
minister in every ordinance of the gos-
pel the apostleship was again restored
which holds all the heysbeys authorities
and powers to administer not only in
the outward ordinances but also to con-
fer the spirit of the living god that
is the authority of the higher priest-
hood and like the authority of the
lesser priesthood was sent down from
heaven and restored to the earth in
these last days and of all the religious
denominations upon the face of the
earthi it iais possessed by the latterlatten day
sainsaintsts only none odthe others makeinake
the least pretensions to any such
power t

i when the latter day saints go forth
andaud nindfind peoplegopie who will repent of their
sinshilis and believe in jesusjesua christ we

them as ahahee dldisciplesiscilI1 flesples of
jjesusasuS did anciently to be baptized for
the remission of their sins and then
weivye ilivelilie them with all boldness and
confidence before god being authorizedr
from the heavens to do so that they
shall receive the holy ghost by the
I1lalayingenging on of the hanushanda of the elders11we do not say you may receive it or it
is probable the lord will give it you
but we make a sure and certain promise
that if they will falthfaithfaithfullybilly comply with
the conditions on which its bestowal
is based that they shall receive it we
make this promise because we are com-
manded so to do the lord has sent us
forth to do it and were we not to dobodo so
he would hurl us out of our placeplacessandand
raise up others who would

the apapostleshipostleostieship has been restored bypeter james and john men who held
the priesthood of the sonaonson of god men
who had power to seal on earth and itwas sealed inhl hearen these men
commissioned and sent forth as holy
angels laid their hands upon the heads
of the first elders of this church and1gave authority to them to ordain 0others
to the same priesthood and calling andand
send them forth among the nationnations st itis because the people have obeyed the
ordinances of the gospel and have re-
ceived the blessings promised that they
have gathered here to these mountains
if it had not been for this these vales
would still be without inhabitlababitinhabitantsants ex-
cept the wild savages who formerly
roamed over their desert plains

I1 have not time to enter into further
xelarelativetivetiva to the rise of this

church the authority that has been
restored and the blessings that are re-
ceived that god who has sentgent hisangel nyinghying through the midst of
heaven according to the testimony
given in the revelations of st john
with the everlasting gospel tobe preach-
ed to every nation kindred tongue and
people may give you ja11 the blessings
of that everlasting gospel sent from
heaven by angels and all the blessings
of that priesthood with its power to
seal upon the earth and in the heavens
and that you may overcome and remain
faithful to the end and obtain eternal
life in illshis kingdom is myny prayer jninthe name ofTeof jesussiessirs amen
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