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same place, but was not then permibtad
He 'was commanded to

to take plates,
/visit the same place in the followin

ad an interview with the angel. In
1826 he had another interview, and on
the night of the 21st of September, 1827,
the angel again appeared to him,and on
that oceasion permitted him to take the
lates from the place of their depozit.

@ was then lacking a few months of
being twenty-two years old, and even

then, after having passed through all
these experiences, he could not with
the least Eru]priety be denominated *Old
Joe Smith.’ -

Having received the plates he occu-
pied a portion of his time during the
next three years in farming, and a por-
tion of it in translating this record, for
be it known he was not able to sustain
himeelf without labor, he was not arich
or wealthy man, and therefore had to
labor with his hands, The work of
translation was done with the Urim
and Thummim, for Mr. Smith was not
a learned man, and in fact was scarcely
in possession of an ordinary common
school education. He could write a
little, but was by no means an expert
penman, and, in the work of transla-

tion, he had to employ first one and|ples, and we might have understood

then another to write the words of the
record as he translated them with the

Urim and Thummim, consequently the | prophets and apostles who lived on the

manuscripts of the Book of Mormon

g |have given their testimony and names,
| Eear,-'and in the fall of 1825 heagain

" THE DESERET NEWS.

who saw these plates? Yes, there were | taken from the earth untH the Lord
eight others, making twelve in all, who | shall come.”
- Let me here
to go wherever this book goes, that they | thing in the scriptures that will war-
did actually handle these plates and | rant us in believing that the priesthood
that they did see the engravings there- | of Levi is to be restored to the
on. They send forth their testimony | earth. Hitherto I have given you a his-
in wordsof soberness to all people to | tory of the rise of this church, without
this fact, Can any one in this gam apfeall to passages of scripture;
tion come forth and declare that he ever | but now let me for a few moments cite
handled the tables of stoneon which | your minds to the nature of that priest-
the law of Moses was written? I never
have heard of any such man. You | whether or notitis to be on the earth
have not got the tables of stone, neither | in the latter times, | .
can you exhibit the original of any one| 1In the first place, Im: may go to all
of the beoks of either the Old or New | the religious sects and societies through-
Testament; hence when you ecome to |out all christendom and inguire if they
external evidence the Latter-day SBaints | have the Levitical prie among
can produce far more in proof of the di- | them, and they will tell you they have
vine authenticity of the Bookof Mormon | not. The Church of England, Presby-
and of the scriptures than it is possible | terians, Methodists, Baptists, or any or
for the Christian world to bring. all these societies do not even pretend
But we will not stop here. After the | to any such priesthood; neither does the
| Book of Mormon was printed, in the { Roman Catholic, or the Greek church,
spring of 1830, of what use would it| You inquire, furthermore, of all these
have been to this generation if God had | Christian societies if the Jews, them-
not sent down from heaven authority | selves, have the Aaronie priesthood,and
to administer in His ordinances as|they will tell you thatthe Jews lost that
taught within its pagesand in the scrip- autﬂurity by their apostacy, and that
| tures? None, whatever. We could have | the Kingdom of God was taken from
read, it is true,a greatmany good princi« | them and given to a nation bringing
forth the fruits thereof. Consequently,

the doctrine of Christ more fully and

plainly by reading the testimony of the | tendom there is neither Jew nor Gentile

now upon the face of the earth who has

were written by different seribes. Not

long before the time he obtained the | we might also have learned 'a
plates, Mr. Smith got married, and he | many things, but what would all this
employed his wife to write some of it, | have availed us without authority sent
| from Heaven to administer in the ordi-

Martin Harris also wrote some portion
of it; but the greater part was written
by Oliver Cowdery—a still younger man
than Joseph—and that the manuseri

is in his handwriting, anyone can satis- |

fy himeelf by appealing to the original.
When about twmd-a half years had
passed away the record was translated,
and the book wes in print before the
spring of 1830. _ :

Here let me give you a little further
external evidence of the truth of this
work bayond that which depends upon
the testimony of Joseph Smith alone.
The Lord would not permit the Book of
Mormon to go forth to this generation
without giving further evidence of its
truth than that of its translation. Con-
sequently three other men, by the
‘nmames of Oliver Cowdery, David Whit-
mer and Martin Harris had a testimony

concerning the divine authenticity of |

this work, not by seeing the plates,
merely; that would not have been suffi-
cient. 'What was their testimony?
They have left it on record, and it is
rinted and bound with the Book of
ormon to be sent forth to all nations,
peoples and tongues under the whole
eavens, These three men testify in
words of soberness that the angel came
down from Heaven in their presence,
and spoke to them and took the plates
and passed them before their eyes, and
turned over their leaves one after
another and showed them the engrav-
ings upon the plafes; and while he was
doing this they testify that they heard a
voice from Heaven saying unto them
‘‘these have been translated by the gift
and power of God,” and commanding
them to bear record of it to all nations,
kindreds, tongues  and people to
whom the work should go. ' That is the
reason they have given their testimony
and prefixed it to the Book of Mormon.
Could they have been deceived when
they saw the plates in the hands of the
angel, and saw him turn them over leaf
after leaf? There was no deception
there; they actually did know, and have
testified t¢ that which their eyes did
see,, .  Here then are four witnesses to
the divine authenticity of the Book of
Mormon,—Joseph Smith, Martin Har-
rig, David Whitmer and Oliver Cow-
dery. Avrethere any living in our day
an?genemtinn_who can bear testimony
to the divine authenticity of the Old
and New Testaments? We have the
testimony of persons wholived ancient-
ly, whom none, living in this genera-
tf;m, ever saw or heard. The ‘‘Mor-
mons,’’ we were told this forenoon, be-
lieve in the Old Testament; but I will
say that we not only believe in it, but
we know, by the g of the Bpirit of
God, by revelations sent down from
Heaven, by the visions of the Almighty
and by the ministrations of holy angels,
that the Bible is true; we know itto be
a record from Heaven. Have you any
such testimony? No, you have not.
én we present the Book of Mormon
to ogun with a testimony such as you can
“not bring in relation to the Bible, un-
less yg.l_ :Eépml to the Latter-day Baints
a8 witnesses, i

I have already cited “you to four ‘wit-

'%eﬂﬂﬁk rto A}h‘!& dijy;ﬁn; uthant;iu;ty_;g{ 1111; 2:;; fgrth h?i 'bha tize, saying
‘Book of Mormon; but are these 'all’ er, while | _
witnesses the Lord raised concérning | their héad!,- that *‘this authority which
this work, or were there any others | I now confer upon you shall not be

American continent 1800 years ago, and | the priesthood after the order of Levi,
of those who lived here before Christ; | orthe Levitical priesthood. If that be

15 must be restored. Now the question
g 'will it return to the earth? Is there
a promise-in the scriptures of the resto-
ration of 'such a priesthood to the chil-
dren of men? 80 it must come from
Heaven, for according to the testimony
of all christendom neither they nor the
Jews possess it.

nances of the gospel? It would have
availed us nothing; it would have been
like spreading a good, substantial meal
before a hungry man and depriving him
of the power fo partake thereof; it :
would only have aggravated hisappe-| There is not time on the present oc-
tite. This would have been the posi-| casion to turn particularly to the pas-
tion of the people in regard to the Book | sages referring to this subject, but I
of Mormon if it had been merely trans- | think I can direct your minds to a few.
lated and left there., But the Lord our|In the testimony given in the 40th chap-
God, who had determined in His eter- | ter of Exodus, verse 15, we find that t
poses, and had revealed and | priesthood was to be confirmed wupon

nal pur
foretold by the mouths of His ancient the heads of the children of Levi unto
the end, throughout all their genera-

prophets ‘that in the latter days, He
would establish His kingdom on the | tions. Again we find another testimony
in the case of the grandson of Aaron,

earth, did condescend to send from
'Phinehas. In consequence of a certain

heaven, angels to confer the authority
to administer in the ordinances of the | work he did in the midst of the congre-
gospel of His Son. gation of Israel an everlasting priest~
ho were sent from heaven' for this | hood was confirmed upon him and his
purpose? Peter, James and John, some | seed throughout all their. generations,
of 'the principal of Christ’s ancient| Numbers 25: 13; that is, they were inti-
apostles; men who held the apostleship | tled to it. They might lose it through
themselves; men who were able to give | apostacy; but they were entitled to it
‘the authority, because they held it | throughout all theirgenerations. Again,
themselves; and by them this authority | when we refer to the last uhq]]:;:ter of Isa-
was again restored and conferred upon | iah we find a prophecy that has not yet
men here on the earth. But I must | been fulfilled only in part, where the
meéntion that the Lord had commenced | Lord says ‘I will set a sign among the
by restoring the lesser authority or | people and I will gather the children of
priesthood. On the 15th day of May, | Israel from all nations upon horses,upon
1829, nearly a year before the organiza- | mules, in litters, upon swift beasts back
tion of this chureh, while Joseph Smith | to my holy mountain Jerusalem, and I
and Oliver Cowdery were engaged in | will take of them for priests and Levites
translating and writing the record con- | saith the Lord.’ Indeed! Is the Lord
tained on these plates of which I have | goingito have priests and Levites after
been speaking, they read that the peo- | gathering Israel from all u_a.tluns? Yes.
ple on the American continent, aneient- | *‘I will take of them for priests and Le-
ly, were baptized by immersion, and | vites saith the Lord.” |
how important it' was for every person | Here, then, is a restitution or restora-
who had come to years of accountabil- | tion predicted in the last chapter of
ity to be born of the water as well asof | Isniah that the lord will gather the
the spirit: and having learned that no | House of Israel from all lands to His
man in' all the Christian churches was | holy mountain Jerusalem, and that He
possessed ofauthority to administer any | will then take of them for priestsand
of the ordinances of the gospel of Christ, | Levites. Furthermore let us see what
they were at a loss, just as Joseph was, | the following passage says concerning
when fourteen years old, about which | the continuation of this lesser Priest-
chureh to join. Consequently, they | hood of Levi: ‘‘For as the new heavens
stopped the work of translation, (their [and the new earth which L shall make
anxiety to attend tothe ordinance be- | shall remain before me, so shall your
ing so great), and they went out into |seed and your name remain;'’  or, in
the wilderness and inquired of God | other words your priesthood, the priest-
what they should do inrelation to their | hood which I have conferred upon the
baptism. When they had prayed a |seed of Levi, shall remain just as etern-
while behold a messenger was sent from | al as the new heavens and the new
the heavens, and he came and stood be- | earth. If one comes to an end soshall
fore them clothed in brightness and | the other; and if one is to be eternal
lory. What was his object in coming? | and never to pass away so Wwill the
%‘Va.a it to teach them the mode or order | other, If then, such a priesthood is to
of baptism? No, but it was to restore | be restored to the chil of men in
to the earth the authority to administer | the last days when God raises up Bipeo-
the ordinance. This messenger laid | ple to prepare for the ingathering of the
| his hands upon the heads of these two | House of Israel, where will it come
individuals, and gave unto them the |from? I have nimdy proven to you
lesser or Levitical priesthood, the |that according to the testimony of all
riesthood of Aaron, the same that was | Christendom neither the Jews nor the
eld by John the Baptist,—a regular | Christians it. Then how will it
riest of the lineage of Aaron,—when he | be restored? It will be restored by the
gaptized for the remission of sins, Who | Lord God, who first established that
was the angel that thus restored this | authority on the earth. I have told
priesthood to the earth? He gaid his | you how He has restored it. I have
name was John, the same who came to | told you that an angel, whose name
repare the way of our Savior at His | was John the Baptist, on whom rested
Era coming, and that he was sent to | that priesthood and authority, came
confer this lesser priesthood upon His | down from Heaven and restored it.
gservants in answer fo their prayersin

have told you that he laid his hands
order that there might be aut oﬂt& on n the ds of Joseph Smith and
to them

Oliver Cowdery and gave them author-
hands werestill upon | ity to baptize. “‘But,”’ says one, “how
| about the laying on of hands? can they
who hold that priesthood lay on

inquire if there is nny-'hnod said

| than I, and he, holding

ood which John the Baptist held, and

| acecording to the testimony of all chris~.

great | the case, if it ever returns to the earth,

| sins. and be

- [Mar. 3.

hands?”’ No, they have not authority
to do that. John, who held that priest-
I baptize you with water,
cometh one after me, mightier
a higher priest~
hood than I, will ba.%t;za you with the
Holy Ghostand with fire. That priest-
is called the Melchizedec priest-
}mod. It was tha,tdpgiaa%md tﬁrhéch
esus possessed, y the autho
of . that rieathoodn%e called his diac?—
ples. hat priesthood confers the
power to administer in all the fulness
of the ordinances of the SBon of God;
in the gpirit as well as in the outward
ordinances.  Therefore this church
never could have arisen had the Lord
stopped with the mere translation of
the Book of Mormon and the restora-
tion of the lesser priesthood. It i« true
that with the Iatter we could baptize
but it does not impart the power to con-
fer the Hnl{(} 10st; and that this
church might have the power to ad~
minister in every ordinance of the gos-
Eel the apostleship was again restored,
hich holds all the keys, authorities
and powers to administer, not only in
the outward ordinances, but also to con-
fer the spirit of theliving God. That
is the authority of the higher priest-
hood, and, like the authority of the
lesser priesthood, was sent down from
Heaven and restored to the earth in
these last days; and of all the religious
denominations upon the face of the
earth, it is possessed by the Latter-day
Saints only. None of the others make
the least  pretensions fo any such
power: ... ..
- When the Latter-day Saints go forth
and find ,pe‘nfla who will repent of their
_ ieve in Jesus Christ, we
command them, as the disciples of
esus did anciently, to be baptized for
the remission of their sins, and then
we promise them with all boldness and
confidence before God, being authorized
from the Heavens to do so, that they
shall receive the Holy Ghost by the

%yin'f on of the hands of the elders.
e do not say you may receive it, or it
is Prnbabla the Lord will give it you;
but we make a sure and certain promise
that if they will faithfully comply with
the conditions on which its bestowal
is based, that they shall receive it. We

but tflere

of
heaven by angels,
of that
seal upon the earth and in the heavens,

and that you may overcome and remain
faithful to the end, and obtain eternal

make this promise because we are com-
manded so to do; the Lord has sent us
forth to do it, and were we not to do so
He would hurl us out of our places and
raise up others who would.

The ?postlaahi has been restored by
Peter, James and John,—men who held
the priesthood of the Son of God, men
who bhad power to seal on earth and it
was sealed in heaven. These men,
commissioned and sent forth as holy
angels, laid their hands upon the heads
of the first elders of this church, and
gave authority to them to ordain others
to the same priesthood and calling and
send them forth among the nations. It
is because the genple have obeyed the
ordinances of the gospel and have re-
ceived the blessings promised that they
have %n.thered here to these mountains.
If it had not been for this these vales
would still be without inhabitants ex-
cept the wild savages who formerly
roamed over their desert plains.

I have not time to enter into further
parliculars relative to the rise of this
Church, the authority that has been
restored and the blessings that are re-
ceived. That God, who has sent His
Angel flying through the midst of
heaven, according to the tfestimony
given ia the revelations of St. John,
with the everlasting gospel to be preach-
ed to every nation,kindred, tongue and
people, may give you ull the blessinge

that everlasting gospel sent from

and all the blessings
priesthood, with its power fto

Buck land, Fropti
bella, and the
n

life in His Kingdom, is my prayer in

the name of Jesus. Amen,
e L T

WHY NOT SIT UNDER YOUR OWS
TREE AND VAE?

HAVE ON HAND AND FOR SALE a fine
assortment of well-rooted

GRAPE VINES!

The Chasselas Musk, the Rose-Chasselas,

, Delaware, Concord, ¥sa-
% gr&ga of Ultab, the Califor-

ia—compose my list, I have also, a splendid
assortment of

APPLE, APRICOT AND _P_!._Ul TREES FOR SALE.

I

JNO. L. BLYTHE, corner of 2nd South and
1st Ellt'l‘am#la Street, will act as nt for
sale of my Trees and Vines in 8, L. City.

A5~ 1 will keep & full supply in rear of the
New Drug Store of Godbe gp&" at OGDEN

CITY,and at my Nursery in Tooele City.

ELI B. KELSEY.

Vine Cottage, Tooele City, Feb, 26, 1869, .8
W



