742

THE DEBERET WEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

A GLARING FAKE.
ol

“The Tribune of this morning has the
Tollowing special, dnted Wilmiugton,
Delagware, Nov, 17:

“Four Elders of the Mormon (hurch
have arrived in New Castle and are lay-
Ing plans for the opening of a crusade
tn behalf of Mormonism. Ben P. Guilter,
one of the legal lights of the Mormon
Church at 2alt Lake City, visited Wil-
mington a few weeks ogo and made an
investigation of the field here. In his
report to the Church at Salt Lake, he
pointed out the headway made by the
single-tax reform and its influenes in
elections, and recommended the estab-
Iishment of a Mormon colony heraz.

“According to the plansg already
mapped out by the leanderr af the
movement, the colony will he started in
a3, few weeks and will make tts home in
Kent and Susgex, where its pruselyting
agents will begin their agitation

“The object of the Mormon crusade
here i the same as the sinmlo-taxers,
that Is, to procure contrgl of the legis-
ature.

“In such a task Lhe leaders believe
they wlll be successful, ns they con-
tend that the new constitut'non of the
Btate does not contein a provision to
prohibit the legaliziag of plural mar-
riages."”

Fake storiez about th2 aims and Jdn-
Ings of "“Mormon emissaries” in varl-
ous atates of the Union. and in Aiffar-
ent parta of the whol2 wil: world, e
quite common: but It 1= & rare thing
for such a fabricatiun to embrace an
idea g0 original as does the above re-

* mance, that of a purpose (a plant in
an eastern state a Mormon colony with
a view to controling the state's legls-
ture and in that way to again acevin-
pllsh the legallzihg of plural mar-
riage,

It {8 quite true that Delaware 18 a
small state, and that a snMcient in-
flux of Mormonsa fnin it. distribnted In
the right waoy, might securae control of
a aufficient number of mernars of the
legislature to pass any desired mw in
reapect to marriage. t s alzn truae,
probably, that the utate constftution
does not prohlbit plurai marriage. Such
a prohibition ia not, we believa, con-
tained in the organlc law of either of
the older states in the Upion, and the
leglalature in ecither of them would
have a right to legalize plural mar-
riage should it mee fit.

But no legiglative body in the world
has the power to legallze plural
martriage, so far a8 the Latter-day
Saints are concerned. Not even the leg-
islature of Utah could restore that sys-
tem, or make it lawful, in thelr view,
even with an amendment to the State
Constitution authorizing such aection.
According to the belief of the Latter-
day Saints. marriange among them |s
a divine ordinance and institution, reg-
ulated by the laws of God. They
adopted the practice of plural marriage
in ohedlence to a law revealed to them
Irom heaven, nand they discontinued it
becaune of the word of the Lord de-
Jivered to them by revelation. No ac-
tion taken by any legislative authority
among the nations of the earth would
e deemed by them a sufficient reason
for its reaumption,

No matter then, how -many state
ieglslatures or other law-making
ageneclen, the Mormans may secure an
influence over, or control of, political-
1y: no law emanating from such n
#ource will he a sufliclent reason, in-
duecement or Justification for the re-
sumptilon by them of the practice of
plural marriage. The peaple of Dela-
ware, and others nearer to the chief

city of the Mormons, are at fullest
liberty to draw all the consolation they
may require from this assurance.

With the exceptlon of the fact that
Mormon missionaries are traveling
and preaching the Gospel in Delaware,
baptizing those who believe, and, where
a sufficient number are converted or-
panizing hranches of the Church ,there
is no truth whatever in the story above
reproduced. The Mormons entertain
no political designs in relation to.the
little state of Delaware.

ATHEISM AND AGNOS-

TICISM.

A JEW OXN

Dr. Emil G. Hirgeh, a Jewish Rabhl
of Chicago, on Sunday last, dellvered
a dlscourse on “Agnosticism” in which
he defined the dlstinctlon between
atheism and agnosticism as follows:

“Atheism 18 dogmatie nilhillsm. Ag-
nosticlsm 1s expectant, cautious, but
withal anxious, attention to [fuiler
knowledge.”

He maode the sweeplng declaration
tkat “atheism is extinet today.,” and
added:

“No clear thinker will dare at this

{1late hour malntain that the concepts

of force and matter, the conserva-
tion of energy and evelution of life
I:» natural selection will rolve the
mystery of being and becomning.
Procegs never accounted for product.
Matter and force themselves are 1en-
tal abstractions, As are c¢ause and
effect. ‘The atheistic interpretation of
the universe bristles with {nfinitely
greater difficulties than does the the-
istie. This the adoption of the name
‘apnostic’ avowed, Its Introductilon
hushed forever and effectually the
brazen voice of arrant atheigm.”

1'nquestionably agnostlcism, as de-
fAned by Rabbi Hirsch, is an improve-
ment upon athelsm as deflned hy him,
end tha falrness of his definitiona will
be pgenerally conceded. It foliows
then that the human race is advanc-
ing in abstract Intelligence,
velopments of physieal and mental
science are convineing it that it wiu
never be able to satisfy its yvearning
for o knowledge of the causes of
things out of the negative resources
of athelsm. In other words, sciance,
has shown the position of the atheist
Lo be untenable. “The atheistic inter-
petation of the universe bristies with
inflnitely greater difficulties than does
the thelstic,”” and the very learning
ot the age Inclines the mindas of the
mén who achieve it in the directlon. of
the least preesure, whileh iz towards
the possibllity, at least, of a Treator.

But whiie it may be, and probably
iz, true that “‘arrant athelsm' Is on the
decrease among learned non-professors
of religion, and that there Is, among
this class, a corresponding disposi-
tion to admit the existence of a God,
it Is not true that this tendency s
accompanied by an advance in the
direction of pure morals.

While the world 8 growing more
enlightened, and is adding to the num-
ber and strength of its arguments, in
support of the exlistence of a God, and
the truth of the Scriptures, jt Is stead-
{ly hecoming more corrupt. Its gins are
committed in deflance of greater light,
which adds to their gravity, and to the
gullt of Lhe race.

Ap tending to show the trend of
advanced thought among Jews in the
Unlited States the following sentences
from Fahbl Hirsch's discourse may not
be without Interest:

“"But, on the other hand, agnosticism

is ns emphatic 8 protest against the
presumption of creed bullders and
ereed hucksters. Before its day the
insolence of these pretendedly ilIumi-
nated watchmen of Zion knew no
bounds. They declared to Know God
fully as well as they knew thelr next
door nelghbor, and proceeded to give
a detailed description of Him, pretty
much in the style of a penitentiary
warden advertising the recapture of
an escabed convict. We are ynder great
obligations to arnosticiam for having
redeemed religion from the despotism
of this silly, and In its ultimate ele-
menta most irreverent, famillarity,
which could not but hreed conternpt.
Agnosticism i8 also the offspring of
the conviction that the so-called
demonstrations of God's existence are
inadequate. No student of phllosophy
today will deny the contention. These
open advanced proofs, upon close anal.
ysls, without exception heg the ques-
tlon. They assumed at the Very out-
get what they in the end would demon-
strate,

"Rut agnosticism overlooks one
vitat aspect of the problem. Rellgion
is poetry and as such not analytical,
1t always is synthetic. Virtually re-
Hgion has at all times been conceding
that 'man by searching cannot find out
God.” Orthodoxy has always emphasg-
1zed the insufMeclency of reason and
insisted on the necessity of revelation
to glve man light on this mystery.”

“Judaism, as expounded by its think-
ers, has never scrupled to avow that
of God we are unable to predicate
positlve attributes. The fundamentaf
question for us is not what God is |p
Himself, but what He I8 for us. Lim-
ited by our nature, we cannot go fur-
ther than to express our feellngs ang
satisfy our need of harmony and unity
in terms of our personality. The ex.
tra-mundane God we of the Iiberai
school have replaced by the immanent
God who reveals Himself to us first
and foremost in the higher conscloyg-
nesa of our own duties and responsi.
bilities.

“For Judalsm God I8 not & cold, dia-
tant, metaphysical absclute; He is the
vitalizing principle of our meoral life,
Agnosticlam falls to take account of
this factor. Jewish thelsm is bullt yp.
on this basis.

"We eannot comprehend God, but

The de- |

we may apprehend Him.'"

From the foregoing {t will be op-
served that there Is among the Jewpg
of America a tendency quite similar
to what is shown by some of the lead-
ing Protestant divines in this country:
la departure from simple and robust
falth Iin a personal God, who has ip
]tlmes past revealed His will and Hig
laws, and a knowledge of His attri.
hutes, to man, and a substitution of
vague, dreamy theory, amounting tg
downright skepticlsm

| ANNEXATION

OF HAWAII,

Senator Morgan of Alabama is an

Ienthusl;;.sti(: advocate of the annexa-

[tion of the Hawalian republic by the
| United States. He has repeatedly
glven to the press his views upon this
subject, nnd aceording to an Interview
with him which appears In the press
dispatehes today, his recent visit to
the islands has increaged the zeal with
which he urges Uncle Sam to gather
them in. The satrategic and commer-
clal reasons advanced by him in sup-
port of his position are undeniahly
cogent, and it is asscrted that a poll of
the United States Senate shows that
Senator Morgan has on his slde a
strong majority of that body, and that
the anncxation treaty will be promptly
ratified.

The people of Utah feel a pecullar
Interest in this subject on account of
the fact that several thousand natives
of the Sandwich islands are Latter-




