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oted for, with a pertinent desig-
:;‘:Risor\: of the office to be fllled."”
Under this. statement in the law, 1t
}s elear that the board of edueation
has a broad discretion, and is not
bound by the advice from the attorney
geneml's office. And under existing
aircunistances, when unneocessary ex-
pénse g to be avolded with speclal
care, it I8 quite probable tha.t".the
board will have one or at the most’two
voting places in each munleipal ward
in this city, as that number will be
ample to suit the cenvenlence and

wishes of the voters.

LEGISLATIVE CARELESSENESH.

The state of Idaho finds itself in a
deplorable mess in respect to the val-
idity of Its laws. Owling to the faet that
a large number of acts on the statute
book were not passed by the legislature
in the manner prescribed by the state
constitution, they are alleged to he
void, or at lenst voldable by the courts.
In u'ms disregarding the state charter,
the legislature infiicted upon the com-

nwealth a Wwrong of the gravest
n;lo racter resulting in the destructlon
cfa nfidence in the entire statute book
gf fge gtate, and the opening of a vast
of litigation.

floodgate (i

ped not Ro as far from
But ‘;: n]daho to find evidence of
e leglislative carelesaness. Yester-
&ross own State Bupreme court
day ou declsion In which is

'n a
handed do;‘wn an astonisahing degree

clearly 8h 2
d slovenliness on the part
°§ "ﬁf;?ﬁ; al:wmakers in the framing
o e of the most Important statutes
gt snmstate. The case i3 that of Ran-
e tI’IEK-,:,nolrj vs the Rio Grande West-
dOID?la" ‘ay company, and was an ac-
flr‘;l for damages on account of per-
! n1 injuries caused by the explosion
il ngine. The aceldent occurred
en 2 county, but the case was
in Bmery o eden: there heing meveral
trwédm[om; of law which, prima facie,
jplfgt‘;ﬂed the bringing of the action in
Weber county instead of the county in
which its cause RIo8e. . - o eourt
jt becomes necessary {for e c'o
to declare peveral sections of law in-
; the ground that they confifet
e %n gtate constitution which pro-
gt " ?-A"“ eivil and criminal business
::.?:ﬁ;g jn any county must be tried in
'h eounty, unless a change of venue
e h cages as may be pro-
law.’” The court holds that
f our State charter means
ys, and nothlng gw;e
- d that all laws passe ¥
;11?: liig'sl:{lure authorizing actions to
be brought elgewhere than in the coun-
ties in which their causes arose, are

s A i ort-
fajon is one of great imp
ar?c?ae gscit vitally affects the lnltlz}-
!Ory'proceedings by which justice hs
sought in all the district cour:ts orlg e
State. It also affects mnn.\h actlons
now ;.)endln;: in the courts. T ?!‘re[ge-
dy tor such MISTOTTE Slection by
elsion involves lies in o
ople, to be legislators, of s
:b?: ::dplntelllzent men, .who wlfIl z[::
their time and abilitles "to per ?‘cu s
the laws rather than to some po [

scheme.

vided by
this clause ©
just what it 88
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ONE @QAUSE OF CRIME.

There are certalnly before the pub-
lle at present enough hovrors to satis-
fy even the most corrupt craving for
the sensational. In San Francisco the
Durrant drama j8 drawing to a close:

i o the Luetgert horror is
;: u%guctafo be unvelled agaln in all its
barbarous features, and in New York
the Guldensuppe murder i8 now belng
investigated and its detalls published

1 THE DESERET WEEEKLY:

from one end of the country to the
other.

The confession of Mrs. Nash
reveals a depth of depravity to
which onc would think it almost im-
possible for human beings to sink. By
her own admission,ashe apparently had
two paramours and, after a quarrel
between the two, ailded one In murder-
ing the other. It was a cool, deliber-
ate erlme, all the plans being laid be-
forehand with flendish ingenulity. Nor
have there 8o far been clear slgns of

remorse, the “confession” belng ob-
tained by means best known to the
New York prison offlcials and the

1rosecuting attorney.

It may not be wvery profitable to
speculate on the probable causes of
the apparent inerease in brutal crimes
among the children of men. They are
many and complex, and undoubtedly
are in proportion to the neglect of
listening to the humanizing teachings
of religion. They may bhe traced to
influences at work in the very homes
of many people, where the tendencles
to evil, instead of being checked and
eradicated are developed, most often
on acecount of Ignorance on the part
of parents or guardians,

One obseérvation, however, is pertl-
nent, and that is this: that perhaps
no deviation from the paths of recti-
tude sn frequently leads to bloodshed
as does the sgexual transgresion.
Drunken quarrels and gambling often
have ended in murder, but oftener
atill has the violatlon of the laws of
purity had for {ts sequence the taking
of human !fe. The history of Dinah,
the daughter of Jacob, whose curiosi-
ty prompted her to assoeiate with
“the daughters of the land" seems to
teach that bloodshed ls a natural con-
sequence of defllement.

Thia ta very natural. Transgression
of all law deadens the consclence, but
this is particularly true with regard
to srxual transgressicn. Sometimes
it arouses the demons of jealousy, un-
der the influence of which men and
women 82eem unable to command their
own will power for anything but evil.
If these facts are duly considered it
will appear that if the tide of brutal
crimes is to be stopped, one of the
first stepr to be taken s the consider-
ation of how to establish absoiute
purity among the people, partleularly
the young. Without this the fiood will
become ineontrollable.

DURKANT'S NEW LEASE OF LIFE.

Thureday at noon it seemied to all
human appearances that today, Friday,
would be the last on earth of Durrant,
the San Francisco murderer. It will
be remembered that on Monday last,

Nov, 8, the Supreme Court of the Unit-
ed States dlsmissed Durrant’s appeal.
Flve or six days, and in the ordinary
eourse of business perhaps even a
longer time, would be required in which
to transmit by mall, from Washing-
ton, D. C,, to San Franeclsco, offlcial
notice of the action taken. But the
prosecuting officers and the superior
court in San Francisco did not wait for
the mails. On the strength of advices
received by wire, Durrant was, on
Wednesday, Nov. 10, taken before the
superior court, Judge Bahts presiding,
and an order was made fixing the
time for his execution on Friday, Nov.
12, between sunrise and noon.

This proceeding was not a re-sen-
tencing of the defendant, but Immerely
the making of an order specify!ng
when and where the previous sentence
should be executed; and it was had
without official notice from Washing-
ton of the action of the United States
Supremé Court there; at least so Dur-
rant's attorneys claimed. At the time
of the proceedings before Judge Bahrs

objection was made to them on behalf
of Durrant, but &all objectlons raised
by his counsel were overruled, and the
warden of San Quentin prison made
preparations to hang the prisoner.

Durrant's attorneys sought relief
from the United States ecircuit court
by habeas corpus, but the wrlt was re-
fused, as was also permission to appeal
again to the United States Supreme
Coutrt from the refusal. But while
some of Durrant’'s attorneys were en-
gaged in this effort in San Franciseco,
one of them, Deuprey, hastened to
Sacramento, made a showlng before
the state suptreme court there and
succeeded in obtaining & writ of prob-
able cause, the effect of wlich was to
stay the execution.

One sectlon of the criminal code of
Callifornia provides that where a stay
of execution has been caused by an ap-
peal, the defendant shall be re-sen-
tenced, and that the time for execution
shall not be fixed at less than sixty
days. Another sectlon provides that
when, for any cause, an execution has
not taken place at the time fixed In the
sentence, the defendant shall be
brought before the court and an order
made fixing the time of execution,
within the diseretion of the court. The
attorneys for Durrant claim that the
former and not the latter section of
the criminal code ought to have gov-
erned in his case.

The execution 18 stayed until the
sgtate supreme coutt shall formally
hear and dispose of the points in con-
troversy, which are purely technfeal,
and at the present time signify only a
little longer lense of life for Durrant.
At the present juncture there {8 no
reagon to suppose that he will finally
escape with his llfe. Taking his ecase
all through, it is a remarkable illustra-
tion of the delays in the execution of
the law which may be effected by the
determined efforts of shrewd and skill-
ful lawyers. The fact that many peo-
ple hold that there i8 a reasonable
doubt as to Durrant’s guilt may pos-
sibly have been one elemeht that han
operated to secure delay In his taking

off.

OF INTEREST TO OFFICE SEEKERS.

One of the corner stones upon which
was founded the non-partisan move-
ment that suceeeded in electing John
Clark to be the next Mayor of this

city, was the proposition that citizens
who lead out in the management of
a municipal campaign, and the can-
dldates whose election they seek to
secure, ought to be absolutely un-
pledged in regard to the distribution
of public patronage. The jdea Is that,
where promises to award positions or
other favors are not tnade in advance
of an election, one of the chlef incen-
tives to eorruption in municipal poll-
tics will be removed; with the result
that far greater purity and efliciency
will characterize the management of
the city's affairs than can possibly he
attained under the spolls, bargain
and heeler system.

Since John Clark’s election became
an assured fact, members of the Citt-
zens' Reform committee, who headed
and directed the Reform movement,
and placed Iits ticket before the peopie,
have been !mportuned by applicants
for positions or employment under the
next city administration. A few days
ago the committee met and as an an-
awer to all such applicants,reached the
mutuyal understanding that no mem-
ber of the committee would, under any
elreumstances, nor in the Interest of
iany person, seek to use any Influence

whatever with Mayor-elect Clark for
the purpose of controlling any ap-
pointment he !8 authorized by law to
make.

At the opening of the campaign the




