492

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

and eatisfactiontbat comes with baving
tbe question decidei in [favor of up-
holulng the law, Js aleo tlhe im-
pression tbat the discussion and anx]-
ely over the pase wil] Jead the Legisla-
ture to be very careful hereafter with
regard lo eonatitational mandates, It
wae Dot to be expected tbhat the frst
Legislature, etarting oot within a weesk
alter the Conetitution came into effect,
and before ite provisions bhrd received
judicial conelderation, conld be ar
well loformed on jeemes tbhat might
arlve as conld enbeequent legieintares;
neltber will the lawmaking badies ot
the futare comprebend every question
of c¢pypstitutiopality witbout the wis-
dom of fartber experience. Hence
there g Do oCcaeion for recrimi.
natlons, It is to hoped, bhow-
ever, that the briel experience
of legielation in this State with respect
to electiope, taxntion, and some otber
mattere, will cruse legiclators to have
less of tbe fecling that some bave
exbibjted inthe past to pase s meae-
ure and *‘let the goarts determioe ite
ornetitutionsifty,’”® and cultivate {fn.
stead 1o ascertain to the best of Ltheir
jondgment and ability lbe eatety o
each propoeltion before 1t regeives the
endorsement of thelr affirmative vote.
It is beller not to ran clove Lo a danger
point when tbere 10 plenty of room fo
eall clear of it.

RUSSIA AND TURKEY.

Ruesia’s attlitude in Tutkey lately
has been a mystery. It has sppeared
au if the czar's government had taken
apand in favor of Turklish role and
agsfost the other powers of Eurcope.
From recent expreselons of the Rue-
eiab preses tbe sltuation would seem to
become clearer, It js folnted out thut
the Torkiab question i no Jonger s
Europesan covcern but one for Russia
to dea)] with, Eunrope bas falled to
act: now Rpesia must Lake the mpatter
in hand. The Novoye Vremya is quo-
ted as saying:

The Eastern guestion is a puore-
1y Russian affalr, aud the ques-
tion of the Dardanelles  con-

ceros Ruoeria only. A conference is use-
le=s to Russia, as it would lead to the
partitioning of Turkey, which we do not
desire. What Turkey needs is the help
of a strobg power. Russia s that power,
Bbe must solve the question how Tur-
key's frontiers are to be arranged and
how they must be guarded, Russia bas
walled {07 two years to see Lbe powers
nnited. It is nselesa to wait longer, for
he lives of the Armenians are not play-
things for diplomats. Torkey and Rus-
tin will now settle the question.

The Viedemosll advogstes scoepls-
ionof the Dardnatlce by Ruvsia with.
ont delsy and then contipuse:

We bave been successful in Isolating
Turkey from England. British influ-
ebce need no longer be feared in Cou-
stantinople, for Great Britain bas lost
her presiige. Russia now stands alope
with Turkey. Thbe etlian will not find
assislance frowm any European power.
He muosi come to terms, and there ts little
doubt tbat he will fulfill our wishes.

Accorcingly It m2y confidentiy be
expected thal ot the fret siwn ol new
dlsturbapces in the ‘Turkish provioces,
HRHomia willl intervene and take some
deflnite step toward the termination
of aslination that has become almust

Intolerable, The Mobammedan teadl-
tion that from Russia will ¢ome the
conguoeror that fs to tear the orescent
down and Trestole the ¢foee on Lhe
celebrated moeque at Crunelantinople
se¢ems neoref lig realization thep evel.

PALESTINE CUXNDER (ULTIVATION.

The political 1mture of Palestine,
withb respect to tbe ijrfluemce tbatl
it wonld bave on the resloration of
the Holy Land to what It wus of old—
a Jand flowing with milk and honey—
is the theme of 2 most interesting dis-
coseion by s Germsn specialiet 1n No,
6 of the Leitblatter, a (German pubil-
cation lesued at Columbus, Oblv, On
tbis peint tbe writer of the artiele
bolds that by carefu! atteption and
ander the prolection of & siroog hang
in guveromeut Palestline again coalu

btoyme a vetitable ygarden, capa-
hie of sustaining millions ol
inbhabitants and of enpplyloy

otber lands wih its euperabuvdavce.
inshowing how, with a eafe politicas
futare, this coulu be uocomplizhed, the
Zeitblalter makes eome Vely Interest:
Ing elatemeolte.

With the politicul arrangement sat-
isiactory, it ie pointed outl that by
eyetematic irrigailon and caltivation
tbe now barren tracis agalu wonld be-
come productive. Thls wae & mesne
used (ormerly, ag is ebown by the
many old ¢isterne,opened nnd covered,
which yet remain; and the roinsw
an lmmense systern of aqoedocts
which can yet be traced, the cnief one
oelnyg oalled tnat of Pharsob, indicate
tbat in the flouriehing period of
that esst Joruan distrigt an immense
ierigation B)slem existed aud wae
utilized to good advantage, It fs
staled ihat the ¢ast Jordan connlry, in
its who!e Jevgth and breadtb from
Mosb to Mugnt Hermon and tbe
Heuran, 18 naturslly one vast wheal
field, than wbich none betler can be
tonnd; tonat twoese froitfol districts,
when the barvest 1s over at the end ol
Mey, became fof the Trest ol the Beason
» son-ecorched desert which the in-
habitants must for the tlme being
Jeave, but cunld readsty, by bulluing
reservolrs to receive the superabandg-
snt ratne of esrller monthe, 8nd Deing
these fur irrigation duriug the dry sea-
son, be made babilable all the year
round, &nid could also be onltivated
with sbundant enccess durlng thie
time; and it is recalled that encn wag
its condition 1n earller centaries before
the Arabian Bedoutns took poseeseion,
ap is attesied by the rulpns of bundreds
of villages and cities in that region.

The positlon te taken that by the
means referred to it is easily poesible
that Palertine agaln should bscome a
gracary for the entire southeastern
region along the Mediterranesa, and
for Enrope. In the couniry west at the
Jordam the entire level district along
the conet has the best of water snpplies
and l» capuable ot sustaining an im-
mense popalation; while on the higher
table lands ol the weat districts noth-
ing le necepsary but tbe presarvation
of the quaatities of water that accumu-
Jate during the ralby season and utl]iz.
ing theee yuring the dry monthe, Tue
whole region wounld tbus be admirably
adapled for vegetable gardening od &
grand scsle.

Asto bow readily ihis end conld be

accompliehed there je giled whatl &l-
ready has been done io this line,
chjefly by the members of the (er-
wan Templsr soclety in Bethlebem,
Nablus, Tehealo, end otber places; the
relatively poorer succees of tre Jew-
18b agricultural colopter, which have
heen planled tbere by the dezen in
recent cecades, chl«fly throngh the
inetrumentulity of the Rotbecbilde and
other Jewiab magnates, Iv attributed
not tothe barrenness of the soil, but to
the poor work of the ccloniste. But
evergwhbere in that district it is more
eueily poeeible by irrigation to raise the
finest of otle, orangee, wine, etg,, than
anywhere elée aJong the southeastern
pottion ot the Mediterfanean; and
there would bes wvo lack of markels,
especially as Egypl e so near; the
evtire Ghor, or Jordan valley,
could be ¢rnverted into a tropicsl
valley. Thbe dstes that ripea there are
regarded yetas they were ln ages past,
as the beet that are knowp, purpaseing
even thoee of Egypl; to thls add
oranges, gotton, BULAF cane, bapanas,
and especislly fine vegetables raised
duriog the rainy #esson, all of which
grow ooder most favorable conditione.
Access lo markets s easy; Jerigho,
by way of Bslonles, only five days
removed from Berlin and Central
Eu'ope, only & short distance ifroov
Jeruealem, and some degrees warrmer
tban QCatro, could readily be made
agsin what it was In the uays of
Kiog Herod, a magpificent winler re-
sort,

All this presents a beautiful pictare
of a glesr poseibiiity., Whal Palestine
once was it may be again, under liEe
conditions—apd tbose conditions are
drawing “near. For eigbteen cen-
turies the haud of ailllction
bas been upon that lapd, [oon.
demned because of the courss of ita
Inhabitants =as it once bad been
blessed for ite people’s snke. Bul ibe
period of condemnstion ie clored, and
the energy and circomestances in poli-
tics and indoetry which are neceessry
to the redemptlon of this land of
promise to Israel are becoming as
readl)y available as were Lhe powers
which wrought the great obapge by
which it wes reduced to a torbluding
condition.

SPAIN WILL NOT YIELD,

—_————

The New York Journzl publiehes an
tnterview with the prime mipister of
Spaip, Coanovas del QCastille, on the
policy of the Bpenlsh government in

regard to Cubs. Itis an officlal deglar-
etion, reiterallnyg foricer statementson
the sabject.

Canovae emphaeizss that tie Bpan-
iepb government will not yield an inch
to force, or to threata of force. Bpain
will grant a Certain messure of home
rule to the Cubanps, bot pot aolonomy
afier the fasbion of Cagnada, and not
until the troops have congueted the
rebele, lest it sbhomld zppear tbat the
government had been forced to yield.

The independence of Cuba, be far-
tber explaine, wenld be s roenace to
tbe United SBtates. The ieland would
be dominsted by negroes, African (o
every sense. There would be clvil
war hetween whites and blagke; lnere
would be anareby, and the commerce
wounld be destroyed.

Bpain doee nol desire war with the



