176

INthe U. B. House of Representatives,
on Thursday, April 18, the SPEAKER
stated that the regularorder of busiue-s
was the copsideration of a bill (H. R,
No. 2199) to incorporate the Grest Balt
Lake and Colorado Railway Company
and to grant the said conpany a right
of way through the public lands of the
United Btates. The bill was reported
from the committee on the public lands,
and the pending question was on see-
onding the demand for the previous
queetion on the engrossment srd third
reading of the bill.

The Houee divided, and the previous
question was seconded by 74 to 52.

The following discussion engued—

The SPEAKER. The .gentleman
from Minnesota [Mr. Dunne!l] reported
the bill from the Committer on the
Public Lands, and is entitled to ene
hour to close debate,

Mr. DUNNELL. The original bill,
Mr. Bpeaker, for which this was report-
¢d by the committee as a substitute,
was a land grant bill, The Committee
on the Public Lands became satisfied
that no land-grant bill could pass this
House, and therefore they struck out
that portion of it. The committee sim-
plf provided a right f way by this bill.

tis what Congress has already done
inthe Portland and Oregon right-of-
way bill, which bas passed this House
a8 well as the other branch of Congress.
The committee provides a right of way
from Great Salt Luke to the mcuth
of the Colorado river, some seven hun-
dred miles, and the company which is
here incorporated is ready to construet
this road. The only question is whether
the House is ready to give the right
of way through this Territory, a valu-
able section of country awaiting to be
developed, aright of way one hundred
feet on each side ofthe road. This com-
pany bas no desire to interfere with
apy other compauy. There is no ex
isting company that desires to build
along the line of this road. We have
Do desire to interfere with any other
road built a few miles from Great SBalt
Lake City. We accepted two or three
weeks ago, when this bill was before
the House, certain smendments, and it
wae suppoeed the otherside, represented
by the delegate from Utab, would be

. Baticfied with those amendmenis, aud
we did not anticipate this mere right of |

way would have (he opposition which
seemipgly it has gecured already
e - * 3 %

The ¢ompany are to commence opera.
tious in five years. All the originel
features of the billto which I have ad-
verted have been struck out, and it was
euppos~d then that it would meet with
no opposition. The opposition now, as
I unnderstand, grows out of the question
whether Congress bas the rigut to in-
corporate a company passing through
this and other Territories.

Mr. HOLMAN, The question is not
exactly that. It is whether it is policy
for Congrees to incorporate a 1ailroad
corporation whose road, from necessity,
will ultimately pass through great
Ntates and be beyond the control of
those States.

Mr. DUNNELL. That Congress has
already done in three memorable in-
stanoces.

Mr. HOLMAN. Bat I ask, is it
desirable to magnify what is now recog-
nized as A great evil?

Mr. LUNNELL. That is yet to be
seen., I will seay that no bill has come
befcre our committee which has re-
ceived more careful consideration. It
had the upanimous indorsement of the
committee, and that has not beeu the
case with all the bills which have been
reported from that commiitee, inas-
much as there is some difference of
opivion in the committee on the ques-
tion of land grants.

Mr. DUNNELL would yield flve
minutes to Mr. Killinger, of Penpsyl-
vania.

By consent of Mr. Dununell, Mr.
HOOPER, of Utah, had the following
smendment read by the Clerk—

After the word ‘“‘embankment,” in
line eleven, secticn four, insert the fol-
lowing:

Previded, That the rights herein
grauted shall not preclude Lize conustrue-
tion of other roads through any c:fion,
defile, or pass on said route.

The following ensued—

Mr, STEVENSON. I hope there
will be no objection to that,

Mr. HOOYER, of Utah. Many of
those defiles through which the roads
in a mountain country will have to pass
are vot two buudred feet wide., Now,
without a provision of this kiuvd, tue
granllog of two hundred feet as right
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lO gIVviDg au absolute aud irrepeslable
covtrol and government over a certain
route. Therefore, I think the gentle-
man from Minnesota and the House
should agree to that amendment,

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Does the
gentleman from Minnesota [Mr. Dan-

nell] allow that amendment to be of-
ferea ?

Mr. DUNN
ent.

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Let that
be remembered.

Mr. KILLINGER. It is proposed
by this bill to ¢reate a corporation that
is to be allowed a delay of five years
before they commence the construction
of this work, Now, sir, I canpot see
how those of us who are opposed to land
grants can eanction a bill so wide in
its significance. Allowing thecompany
five years before they comwmence the
construction of this road makes it apa
pear vot a bona fide attempt to build a

L. I dopot at pres-

-road, but a speculatlve concern, to be

in the hands of a corporation of ecapi-
talists, enabling then to wield power in
these vast western Territories, wateh-
ing their chaneces, trafficking in their
corporate frapchises, and in every way
retarding the interests of the people
and ihe prosperity of the eountry.

Thatis my prioeipal objection to the
bill. Tdo not believe it to bs an honest
bona fide effort te build a railroad; but
I believe it to be the granting of cor-
porate frapchises to s certain setof mexn,
who wiil wield power without respon-
8ibility, with no means of being ealled
to account, costrolling legisiation,
influencivg all the politics as well as
business of that couuntry, and constitut-
ing an immense mwonopoly.

Now, if the gentleman will state to
the House or will give us the informa-
ticn thut this is an bonest bona fide ef-
fort to build aroad seven huudred miles
in length, investing their own eapital
and simply asking the privilege of
going on the publie lands, that might
change my opinion of the bill. From
what I Enow of it and have heard out-
side of it, [ do not believe it is an hon
est altempt to build a railroad, but one
of those measures which members of
all parties should set their faces agaipst
like flint, becsuse all parties will be
beld responsible by the couutry, for the
country will not sanction the creation
of corporatiouse who are allowed this-
teen years to finish the work, and five
years before they begin,
derstand this measure correeily, I say
that itis an abuse which the House an

the country will not sustain asd cught
not to do s=o.

Mr. DUNNELL. * ol "

We are simply asked to grant the right
of way to s company of responsible
men, men of ability, who waunt to build
# road tbrough this esuntry, and the
question is whether a class of men iun-
side of U:ah are te control the destinies
of that great and growiog futare State;
whether the Church is to furnish all the
money and develop all the powers of
that great State,” I think it time that
Congre-s should vindieate itself and its
right to give to anybody who wants to
build a road through the Territories the
right to do it.

Mr. RKILLINGER wished an amend-
ment that the company should begin
the work within a year, which Mr.
DUNNELL coopsidered anreasonable,
but bhe consented to the addition to the
first section of the words “‘that within
the period of one year twenty-five
miles of the road sball be construecred,”
wishing that a letter from A. R. Bald-
win, President of the company, be first
read. The letter stated that the writer
in the fall of 1870 met at Salt Lake City
Brigham Young, sen., Joseph Young,
Mr. Hooper, and other *“*Mormon’’
leaders, who received him most cor-
dially and signified their desire to wel-
come enterprise and oapital from an
quarter, though (hey desired their peo-
ple rather to pursue agricuiture than to

| engage in mining and railroading.

Dr. DUNNELL yielded the floor for
five minutes to Mr. Cox, of New York,
who is thus reported—

Mr. COX., When this bill came be-
fore the House the other day, I otjected
to it because it undertook, as I thought
at that time, to interfere with the terri-
torial legislation, to interfere with the
powers and functions of the loeal gov-
ernment, to which, in my judgment,all
these matters should be committed.
The amendment of my friend from
Ouiio [Mr. Stevensos] somewhat c¢b-
viates the objection I made the other
day. It deprives this company of any
right or power, not only to interfere
with, but to inhibit the road already
being buill in Utah. But my geuneral

of way 10 this cowpauy I8 tantameunt | objection to the bill remains, and it is

|h'l"i

Now,if T un-|

this, (aud this House ought to take|

notice of an objection of this kind, for
the people are taking notiee of our con-
duct in respect to these corporations:)
I object to this bill because it is the
entering-wedge to a system, and when
this corporation is made, with its fran-
chises, its power not only to combine
capital and to oppress labor, but its
power al=o to control the poiitics of the
various States of the future through
which this road may go, it becomes us
to be jealous asto this business, Con-
grees has enough todo, * ¥ (e
I thiok we have enough to do without
going intoa general business of making
corporations of this nature. We must
remit something to the loecal Legisla-
tures; if we do not we will be over-
whelmed, and having more to do than
we should do, we will do nothing well
for the people. Istand upon the old
Democratie ground of remitting all that
is possible to be done by the local gov-
ernments to those governments, and I
am opposed to the inauguration of any
such system as the making corporations
for railroads through these iuchoate
Siates,

Mr. DUNNELL. I now yield to the
gentieman from Montana [ Mr. Clagett]
for five minutes,

Mr. CLAGETT. I desire simply to
say & word in reply to what has been
sald by the gentleman from New York,
[Mr. Cox.] Bo far as his general de-
¢laration 18 coneerned, in favor of leav-
ing the consideration of all these ques-
tions to the Territorial Legislatares, I
sam thoroughly in sympathy with him.
But, unfortunately, the fact is that in
1867 Congress saw fit to pass a law by
which the Territorial Legislatures were
expressly forbidden to pass any snch
laws for the incorporation of railroad
companies. That law isnow upon your
statute books.

I wish to say another thing in this
connection: that even though Congress
ehould underiake to confer this power
upon Territorial Legislatures, they
would still have to come to Congress to
securet e right of way through the
public lands. The Territorial Legisla-
tures, even if they had the power to
pass general acts oflocorporation, eould
oot enabie those corporations to exer-
cise the right of eminent demsain in the
coufizrcation of privarte property upon
payment of value, or in the exercise of
the right of way, but they would have
to come to Congress ‘or the puipose of
obtaining that suthority. Hence, [ can
see no force in the obj=ction that has
been urged here, becsuse whatevershall
be done, whether the power be .eft to
the Territorial Legislatures, or assumed
and exercised by Congress, Congress
will etill be called upon to pass upon
every bill of this kKind, in ene form or
other.

This bill preposes to confer upon the
American or Gentile element now liv-
ing in Utah some of the powers neces-
sary to enable them to obtain some lit
tie foot hold in that counutry. The leg-
inlation of this Mermon Territory has
been from the start, and I speak ad
visedly when [ say so, to grant away
every foot of ground in that Territory
to the members of the hierarchy of that
¢burecb.

Mr. HOOPER, of Utah. I ehallenge
the gentleman to show that they have
given away a single inch of land.

Mr. CLAGETY. Iam glad the gen-
tleman has done so. I am familiar
with those statutes and have practiced
law under them. You commenced from
the time the Territory was first organ-
izad, and you have continued to this
day, in a country where, as the saying
ie, “‘water is land,” to grant away near~
ly every inch of water that cean be
found in all the Territory of Utah.

Mr. HOOPER, of Uiah. Namse one
instance of the kind. '

Mc. CLAGETT. Iecan find the cases
in your statutes. You granted to

y | Brigham Young the execlusive owner-

ehip of Cache valley as a herding
ground, now oeccupied by about ten
thousand people; you hawve granted to
Brigham Young the Islands in the
middis of Great Salt Lake; you have
granted to Brigham Young the exclu-
sive right to all the timber that is in
Brigham csfion. As one of the means
by which the people of the United
States who are not Mormons are to be
preveuted from securing any foot-hold
in that ccuntry, you have gone farther,
and supplemented your legislation by
your deeds of trust, so as to place dir-
ectly or indirectly in the hands of
Brigham Young the coutrol of near-
ly every town site in that Territory,
50 that to-day it is slmost an impossi
Sility for a mcrehant going there to en-
vage in ordinary business to obtain a
buliding lot or a foot of uround without
consulting this grand hierarch,

Now, what I losist upon in eonnec-

tion with this bill ts that Utab '
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American Territory; that every 5”1:

who acknowledges his allegiance g .
laws of his country has a perfects =
to go into that Territory and h h
build up an element anta onisti ;
that institution which embodies ng,
union but an identity of Chureh Ur
State, with the Church on top L, |
domineering over the State, e
What is tnis bili? It propeses sim i
to confer upon this *“‘foreign” eleme ;
as it is called, this “Gentile” elem(
—in other words, this A merican ¢ ¢
ment in opposition to che alien eleme
in Utah—the right to build a railro, |
and by this means assist in carryl,
out the policy of this Governms,
which is by the construection of p,,
roads and the introduction of Aty .
lcan ideas into that Territory ',
settle the Mormon problem w
out the neceosity of bloodshed Ly
a resort to arms. This was one co
eration that induoced Congress to
the Pacific railway, and now, whey
policy of the Government is abou
be realized, and application is mads
toe simple right to counstruct ;ﬂ’
roads which will supplement the
of Congress and rea.ize its grauad| |
sign, ohjection is madse to the paeug"ﬂ
this bill. o
Mr. DUNNELL. I now yieldt
minutes to the geuntleman from 0
[Mr. HOOPER. ] et
Mr. HOOPER, of Utah, Mr, Sp 4
er, it is seldom that 1 ask the privik,
accorded to me at this time; anf
should not occupy the floor on thisy |
casion did I not realizs that stateme
which have been made here, and whi,,
are calculated to impress the mind 7|
the House with prejudice against!’
people of Uiah are unfounded and !,
odium which they would create uncy
served., g6
This is net the first time I haveba, 4
men on this floorintroduce the nam:
Brigham Youung and the Mormout,,
munity for the purpose of excil,
prejudice in the public mind, thai ik
wight be enabled to accomplish ceni
measures of legislation. The gey
wan from Mouotana, [Mr., Craem;,
in making his remarks this moris,
hasstepped out of what [ conceive .
be his legitimate provinoce. Asa rapln.i
sentative from a Ter:iitory adjacen’
my own, he ehould ratrher, it seems
me, have helped a Deiegate colleagu,,,
the endeavor to protect the righi j
the pioneers of that country. v
He hasspoken of ti.e people of [,
legislating away the public domals,,,
the government of the United Si,,
Sir, I deny that the lecal goveran,,,
of Utah has ever by any actof |
tion claimed ownership in any pon.;
of the goil of the Territory of Utab, ,
has simply pursued the same po,
which has been adopted by the Legr,
tures of other Territorles, in enatyp
lawa whereby settlers coming therg ,
open up the country might be protet ,
in their poesessory rights. Sir,inU
Territory there are roads leading ffe .
the wvalieys up into the moants;
where the great Emma mine and ol
rich miperal deposits have been (
covered, which have cost $20 000 § .,
000, $40,000, and $50,000. How ¢4,
those enterprises have been act,
plished, how could thess roads ki
been constructed, if the people hadg
in some way co operated, comblg,
their eapital and their labor, and ¢,
been protected by legislatiod, in ot
ing up those cafious in order to r
the timber in the mountains, ths ¢
might be used in building their fed
and their houses, and in thus lajer
the foundation for what is to be ag b,
and mighty State? Ne

The attention of members of ®l:
House may with propriety be call#®
the history of the people who F'c
opened and built ap that country, T
they went from the State of Illino? |
quarter of a century since, when ¢t,
that mighty State of Iowa, which s#0
her numerous Representatives hen® ¢
day was almost a wilderness, B
footed, despised, downtrodden, W !
people wended their way wesi#®©
seekRing a home. They rested ash!!
on the banks of the Missouri to rsi# ¥
little corn to feed their women #°
children. While they were sojoumni®
there for a season our Government®
came engaged in the war with Mexit®
and to vindicate our honor these peof
in obedience to a call of the Presid!!
of the United States, sent forward/®
hundred men to protect the flag of th'!
country, They went into Utah wi’
no white man dwelt there with '
exception of a few trappers, They':
augurated in that country a systes "
irrigation and of farming, They & |
ed the work of building up the count"
and to do this effecinally and to encot®
age men in their enterprises the Leg
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