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the President of a branch, or a

traveling Elder. Several of the
branch Presidents, who wure local
Eldera, held that they were superior
in authority to the Xlders from
Zion, and claimed that seme former
Presldent of the mision had so de-
c¢ided many yearas before. I an-
swered that, while that might be
the case—though they brought no
record in proof of it—that I kpnew
it to be a fact that Apostle John
Henry Bmith, who was then the
presiding authority over the British
mission, had said that the traveling
Elders should be deferred to as
higher in autherity than the branch
Presidents, and that to me the voice
of -the living oracle had precedence
of the tradition of the EML
Yesterday in ourStake Priesthood
meeting, President George @. Can-
non explained this principle very
olearly and forcibly, declaring that
while God is an unchangeable be-
ing, and the priuciples of truth
eternal, that circumstanees are con
tinually changing, and that repgu-
lations must change to keep pace
with the progress of the Lord’swork
and be (r;f)plicablet.o the ever vary-
ing eondition of the people.
Another incident. hen the
Temple at Kirtland was built no
font for baptisms was put in it. This
was hecnuse the great Bgr!nciple of
baptism for the dead had not then
bheen revealed. But when the Tem-
i!;le at Nauvoo wasmgroject.ed the
rophet Joseph orde that a font
be put in the bascment, and that it
be made of wood. Later on, I’resi-
dent Young, after Joseph’s death,
ordered that font to made of
stong. The reason for the chauge
was, I suppose, that stone had be-
come cheaper, and the ple were
better able to afford it than when
the Prophet Joseph had ordered the

font made of wood. Yet this little.

incident, it is said, created quitea
breeze, and President Young was
accused by some of tnmpering with
gacred things and chapging an es-
tablished prinoiple, because a change
in the ciroumstances of the people
had made it mlvisable to use stone
instead of wood in the copstruction
of a portion of the Temple.

Inainh says, in relation to the
building up of the kingdom of God
in the last days:

“For brass [ will bring gold, and
for Iron T will bring silver, and for
wootl brass, nnd for stones iron. * *
A little one shall become a thousand
and a small one a strong nation: I
the Lord will hasteu it in his time.”

These words indicate change, pro-
gress, growfh, development, the go-
Ing on to perfection, and show that
we are not to be bound down by the
offote pnat, nor the imperfect proes-
ent. Were this wor to stop where
it now is, it would be a- fajlure of
the fulness of God’s design in rela-
tion to it. It would be ths dwarfing
of the plant when only half de-
veloped; the abandonment of the
building just ns Its foundation were
beginning to peer above the ground.
Truth is eternal. Truth goeth on-
ward; It cannot come to nought;
it can have no end. Says the poet:

“Truth erushed to earth will rise ngain,
The eternnl years of God are hers;

W hile error, wonnded, writhes with pain,
And dies amid his worshippers.*”

But the works of God are gradual.
He “tempers the wind to the shorn
lamb,’? and the revelations of His
mié.gllty will to the comprehension
and capacity of His children. Jos-
éph Bmith says: “II' God offers a
gift or knowledyge to a man, and he
refuses to receive it, he will be
damped.” Hence,in God’s wisdom
and mercy the revelation of truth
is made gradual. The work of God
Luilds up by degrees, and His werd
comes little by little “line upon lins,
precept upon precept;’? like the
work of the cornl insect which
through the stillness of nges builds
up the reef which becomes an is-
land, and then a continent, reacing
its proud crest above the angry
waves,

This work In which we are tak-
ing part is but the winding up of a
work which God began ages and
ages ago, and which He has pought
every opportunity to advance in
every dispensation, so far ns He safe-
iy might do, according to the weak
and brittle condition of mankind.
Joseph Smith declares this to be the
dispensation of the fulness of times
into which will flow, like rills and
rivers mingliug with their ocean, all
other dispensations; and that it is
necessary that ‘a welding together
of all dispensations and keys and
powers and glories should fake
place, and be revealed from the days
of Adam even to the present time,”?
Moreover, that “those things which
never have been revealed from the
foundation of the world, but have
been kept hid from the wise and
prndent, shall be revealed untobabes
and sucklings in this the dispensa-
tion of the fulness of times.” Does
this sound ns If there were to be no
future for this people, and no pro-
gress? The Apocalypse to-day is n
sealed book to men, and yet ita full
meaning Is gome day to be made
known. The opening of ‘‘the seven
senls,”’ descriptive of *thesecret acts
of men during the seven thousand
years of the earth’s temporal his-
tory,” is yet to come. The
Bible is ouly an abridgment. The
known history of the worla is
but a fragment. Had not the Book
of Mormon come forth what would
we know today about the history of
the Jaredites and the Nephites who
built up a ecivilization on this
ancient continent that would have
caused the glory of the kln@oma of
the KEast to pnle away. et that
book nud the others that Gdd has re-
vealed to us, are but a beginning
to the revelations God deslgns to
give Hig Cbhurch and chlldren in
this dispensation. Joseph Bmith
declared that were he to tell the
Eeople what CGod had revenled to

im, ‘“one half they would reject
through prejudice nnd ignorance.”
And doubtlesa he died with un-
spolken secreta in his breast, treasures
of truth of which the world was not
then worthy. 1f this geueration
will accept what God has already
revealed, the greater things will he
given which are “not had among
men because of unbelief.”> But if
they vepudiatethesimpler things.the
greater things will be withheld to
their condemnation. Bo =aith Jesus
Christ through the Prophet Moroni:

*And he that wlll contend agalnst
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the word of the Lord, let him be ac-
cursed; and he that shall deny these
things,:let him be accursed; tor un-
w0 them will I show mno greater
things, saith Jesus Chuist, for [ aml
He who speaketh.”’

Cannot we see the mnecessity for
Bving oracles? Can we eafely Uie
ourrelves down to any book nnd BAY,
I want no more than this? Wil we
aver see the day when we will nob
need prophets, seers and revelators
1 our midst, to declare unte us the
shings of GQod ns fast as we Aare
ible to receive them? No;, we wi
never pec the time when there W
not stand at the head of this Church

‘A man having power to communi-

»ate to its members the revelalions
of God for the guidance and govern-
ment of His Church. Heber C
Kimhball says that the Prophet Jo-
swph told him that the first step 10
apustaay was losing confidence 1
the leaders of the Chnrch, and
that the mau who is filled with
fault-fnding and murmuring eoult
not at the same time have the Spirit
of the Lord. The priesthood is 4D
eternal chain reaching from heavel
to earth, and when a man holdmg
it speaks by the power of God an
isacting in the spirit of his cnllings
the whole Priesthood on earth and
in heaven are bound to back him up
and make good his words. But he
who rebels against rightiul authority
and tights ngainst God, severs him-
self from the chain and becomes &
detached or broken link until he re-
pents and turns again in obedience
uuto righteousness.

There are some who think that
matters now are going all wrongs
that the Church is falling to pivees-
But there are times, we must re-
member, when victory wears the
aspect of defeatand even success may
look Hke failure. The death of our
Savior was looked upon as a §mt
calamity by His own disciples.
They forgot that He had told them?
that His death and sufferings were
the pathway to thelr redum{:tmns i
and that he must drink of
the bitter cup that His Father h
prepared for Him. They thought
that the work of God had come t0
nought,that He whom t.hesy“t.rufstiefi
would redeemIsrael’had failed,unt!
in His resurrected body He np}
unto them, encouraped and 10
structed them, and sent them into
11l the world with power tov pred
the Guospel to every oreature. ¢

o it 18 in this day. The work ©
God may scem lo go backward, OF
stand still, byt such a thing ¢al
never rually happen. When W€
shoot an arrow from a bow we do Do
hold it still and expect it to fiy for
ward to the target; but we draw
back the arrow to its head and t'hell':i
loosing it, we see It speed onwal
with force nnd celerity to the mark- -
would clear &

When o maun
rulfl with a  mighty leap, 'l‘:
does not stand upon the brio

ind spriug, but he moves back #
little and then runs forward mor®
awiftly in order to gain force and
momentum for the bound. I g
in the name of Jesus Christ tha
this work of our God, which, to th®
weak in faith, may peem to

breaking in pieces, or going back:
ward, is preparing to take the



