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the president of a branch or a
travellatraveltravelinglnraelder1 several of the
branch presidentsdents who were local
elders held that they were superior
in authority to the elders from
zion and claimed that someseme former
president of the mission had so de-
cided many years before I1 an-
swered that while that might be
the case though they brought no
record in proof of it that I1 knew
it to be a fact that apostle jobjohnn
henry smith who was then the
presiding authority over the british
mission had said that the traveling
elders should be deferred to as
higher in authority than the branch
presidents and that to me the voice
of the living oracle had precedence
of the tradition of the past

yesterday inour stake priesthood
meeting president george Q can-
non explainedexplaine thisis principlern e very
clearly and forcibly declaringec I1 ng that
while god is an anchanunchangeablele be-
ing and the principles of truth
eternal that circumstances are con-
tinually changing and that regu-
lations must change to keep pace
with the progress of the lords work
and be applicable to the ever vary-
ing condition of the people

notheranother incident when the
tomtemplee at kirtland waswaa built no
font for baptisms was put in it this
was because the great principle of
baptism for the dead hadbad not then
been revealed but when the tem-
pleie at nauvoonauvoo was protectedp acte thet eVprophet joseph ordered thatat a font
be put inia the basement and that it
be made of wood later on presi-
dent young after Josejosephs death
ordered that font to be made of
stone the reason for the change
was I1 suppose that stone had be-
come cheaper and the tapeopleple were
better able to afford it ihann when
the prophet joseph had ordered the
font made of wood yet this little
incidentident it is said created quite a
breeze and president young was
amusedaccused by some of tampering with
sacred things and changing an es-
tablished principle because achangecha e
in the circumstances of the peoplep e
had made it advisable to use stonene
instead of wood in the construction
of a portion of the temple

isaiah says in relation to the
building up of the kingdom of god
in the last days

for brass I1 will bring gold and
for iron I1 will bring silver suandd for
wood brass and for stones iron
A little one shall become a thousand
and a small one a strong nation I1
the lord will hasten it tnin his time

these words indicate changechange pro-
gress growth development the go-
ing on to perfection and show that
we are not to be bound down by the
effete past nor the imperfect pres-
ent were this wor v to dostop where
it now is it would be a failure of
the falness of owlsgods design in rela-
tion to it it would be thothe dwarfingdwar fing
of the plant when only half de-
velopedvveloped0ped thee aabandonmentn of thee
bullbuildingI1 just as its foundation were
bbeginningin ng to peer above the ground
truthru is eternalete L truth goeth on-
ward it cannot coraecome to nought
it can have no end says the poet

truthtroth crushed to earth will rise again
the eternal yearsyeara of god are hershere

ahilwhite error wounded writhes with pain
antand dies amid his worshippersworshippers

i but the works of god are gradual
he tempers the wind to the shorn
lamb 9 and the revelations of his
mightymighty will to the comprehension
anand capacity of his children jos-
ephe smith says if god offers a
gift or knowledge to a man and he
refuses to receive it he will be
damned henleinHencein gods wisdom
and mercy the revelation of truth
is made gradual the work of god
builds up by degrees and his word
corneacomes little by little line upon line
precept upon precept like the
work of the coral insect which
through the stillness of ages builds
up the reef which becomes arkan is-
land and then a continent rearing
its proud crest above the angry
waves

this work in which we are tak-
ing part is but the winding up of a
work which god began ages and
ages ago and which he has sought
every opportunity to advance in
every dispensation so far as he safe-
ly might do according to the weak
and brittle condition of mankind
joseph smith declares this to be the
dispensation of the falness of times
into which will flow like rills and
rivers mingling with their ocean all
other dispensations and that it is
necessary that Isa welding together
of all dispensations and keys and
powers and glories should take
place and be revealed from the days
of adam even to the present time
moreover that those things which
never have been revealed from the
foundation of the world but have
been kept hid from the wise and
prudent shall be revealed unto babes
and sucklings in this the dispensa-
tion of the falness of times does
this sound as if there were to be no
future for this people and no pro-
gress

pro-
gress the apocalypse todayto day is a
sealed book to men and yet its full
meaning is some day to be made
known the opening of the seven
seals descriptive of I1 the secret acts
of men during the seven thousand
years of the earths temporal his-
tory is yet to come the
bible is only an abridgment the
known history of the world is
but a fragment had not the book
of mormon come forth what would
we know today about the history of
the Jared ites and the Nephites who
built up a civilization on this
ancient continent that would have
caused the glory of the kingdoms of
the east to pale away yet that
book and the others that god has re-
vealed to us are but a beginning
to the revelations god designs to
give his church and children in
this dispensation joseph smith
declaredaxed that were he to tell the
peoplee what god had revealed toMhhim one half they would reject
through prejudice and ignorance
and doubtless he died with un-
spoken secrets in his breast treasures
of truth of which the world was not
then worthy if this generation
willwil acceptcapt what god has already
revrevealedI1 the greater things will be
divgivenn wwhichch are not had among
men because of unbelief but if
they repudiate the simpler things the
greater things will be withheld to
their condemnation so saith jesus
christ through the prophet moroni

and he that will contend against

the word of the lord let him be ac-
cursed and he that shall deny these
things let him be accursed torfor un-
to them will I1 show no ggreater
things saith jesus christ for I1 am
he who speak eth 11

cannot we see the necessity for
living oracles can we safely tiee
ourselvesourselves down to any book and MY

I1 want no more than this will weW

ever see the day whenT hen we will not
need prophets seers andadd revelatorreve latoW
in our midst to declare unto us the
things of god asa fast as we are
able to receive them noto we WWwis
never seethe time when there will
not stand at the head of this churchchuran
a man having power to communi-
cate to its members the revelations0

1 I1

of god for the guidance and govern-
ment of his church heber 0
kimball says that the prophet jo-
seph told him that the first step to
apostasy was losing confidence win
the leadersleaden of the church and
that the man who is filled with
faultfindingfault finding and murmuring couldbouw
not at the same time have ththe spirit
of the lord the priesthood is VAas
eternal chain reaching from heaven
to earth and when a man holding
it speaks by the power of god anatal

isacting in the spirit of0 his calcallinglingi
the whole priesthood on earth and
in heaven are bound to back him UP

and make good his words but be1

who rebels against rightful authority
and fights against god severs him-
self from the chain and becomes 0
detached or broken link until he re-
pents and turns again in obedience
unto righteousness

there axeare some who think aba
matters now are going all wrongswrong
that the church is falling to pieces
but there are times we must fere-
member when victory wears theabo
aspect ofdefeat and even success ny
look like failure the death of ourotta
savior was looked upon as a great
calamity by Hhis18 own didisciplespa00

they forgot that he had told themabea
that his death and sufferings worewere
the pathway to their redemptionovi
and that he must drink w
the bitter cup that his father badba
prepprepared for him they though
that the work of god had come ap

nought that he whom
would failefalledulldung
in his resurrected body Hhe0 appear
unto them encouraged and in-
structedted them and sent them into1110

all the world with power to preace

the gospel to every creature
sogo it is in this day the worxwork ofw

god may seem to go backward ot
stand still butadt such a thing ca
never really happen when fa
shoot an arrow from a bow we doW1106

hold it still and expect it to6 flyby for-
ward to the target but we
back the arrow to its head and then
loosing it we see it speed
with force and celerity to the mark
when a man would clear ft
gulfif with a mighty leap hee
does not stand upon the brink
and spring but he moves back 0 az

little and then runs forward moreMOO
swiftly in order to gain force atind
momentum for the bound I1 thaw
in the name of jesus christ abia 1

this work of our god which to the
weak in faith may seem to be

breaking in pieces or got back 4
ward is preparing to abe


