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were to set them up and it was in this
way that I1 got an offer of a better salary
from the merchants ledger I1 took it
it was a small sheet devoted to mercan-
tile affairs and it had less than three

E circulation soon after I1 laeb e

tainecame employed upon it the proprietor
wanted to sell and I1 bought him out I1

ranno the paper for a short time as a mer-
cantilecantile paperr and gradually turned it in
to a family one one day I1 decideddecideld
that if it bad the best leading matter a
paper of that class could have it would
get a very large circulation and I1 con-
cluded to get it I1 began at once to gtga
the best of contributors and among
others secured miss fanny fern M ss
fanny fern was the most popular wo-

man writer of that time but she had
never written for the newspapers A

book of hers had just had a circulation
of something like copies and I1

think she rather looked down upon
newspaper work I1 first offered her 25
a column for a story she refused it
I1 wrote her again and made the offer of

feoso a column this she also declined
when the return mail brought her an-

s
r other offer from me of 75 a column

upon this she said to a friend 1 I I1ikeaikeI1 ZUthe spiritcirit of that man bonner and I1 wish
you would go down and see him her
friend came and we eventually got to

1 gecher
t 111 1 then proposed to give herbier a

column but stid I1 did not want the
11 story to tunrun over ten columns she re-
t pliedI1 that she would write the story for

i clo proprovidedaidedvided I1 would take it whether
S eleven columnsit ran nine columns or

as she could not tell just how much it
teat would run out I1 agreed to this and the

stostory was published the
ces of the engagement were told and

sanearlyearly every newspaper in
i

the country
published by extraextravaganceextravagantvagan ce in paying
ai column for a story I1 got

1 worth of advertising out of the arrange
meatent and the people began to ask for

ahe ledger before this I1 hadbad hadbad
trouble in getting the news sands to
tuetake the ledger after this they were
gladatad to get it

did I1fannyanny fern write more for you
alterafter thatthai I1 asked

yes she wrote for me more or less
up to taethe time ofotherher death both she
and her husband james parton fanny
pernfern waswar a genius she had abiliaabilityy
somewhat like that of henry Wwardor
beecher her matter was always inter
estinestinggandand valuable

spspeakingking of beecher mr bonner
he alsoeawrowrotete for the ledger did he
not

yes replied the veteran editor
he wrote a great deal for me and

among other things his novel norwood
for which I1 paid him

i t how did you become acquainted
with mr beecher I1 asked

citit was through a poem of one of his
lady ffriendsrelid he sent me the manu
voscriptI1 stalinstating that if I1 used it a check
wouldu be veryery acceptable to the lady I1

wrote back at once that I1 had plenty of
poetry but that I1 wanted himself I1 told
him that it he would give me from a
halfaalf to oreetiree quarters of a column a
week that I1 would pay him 20002000 a
year I1 sent a check for 2000 with the
letterkulir as the advance salary for the first
year he accepted it and from that

his death he wrote for the

what was the nature of his writ

air were to a large extent edieditortori

alsials replied mr bonner many of
them were published under the heading
thoughts as they occur by one who

keeps his eyes open I1 the first article
I1 remember was entitled A cannon
ball in a hat it gave the ex erien ces
of a man who attempted to carry away
a cannon ball in his hatbat it described
how the cannon ball grew heavier and
heavier 1 nd how the fear of detection
ate into the soul of the thietthief A person-
al moral was brought out from this
which struck home to every reader A
great deal of the matter written by mr
beecher was not published over his own
signature and this was also the case
with the articlesarticle3 of harriet beecher
stowe it was during the years just pre-
ceding the war we had then a large
circulation in the south and the name otof
mr beecher as one of the contributors
would have lost us thousands of sub-
scribersbers

wasas not f30 a great deal to pay
for a novel

yes replied mr bonner it was
but I1 think the venture was a good
business investment the way I1 came
to pay just this amount was rather cu-
rious I1 had made an arrangement with
edward everett to write a series of
articles for the ledger mr everett
was at that time the leading statesman
of the country along certain lines he
was anxious that mount vernon should
be bought and preserved and he was
giving lectures over the country for the
purpose of raising money lorfor what was
called the mount vernon fund I1 pro-
posed to him that I1 would give iocO
to the fund if he would write a seriesseries of
articles lorfor the ledger he accepted it
his articles were widely read and the
ledger azain was the most talked of
paper in the country I1 afterward paid
him additional for other articles
this was some time before I1 asked mr
be eaber to write a novel when I1 did
write I first offered to pay him
for the story or as much aass I1 had paid
mr everett for his writings later on
I1 increased the amount to

here is what he answered in reply
to my first propospropositioniti n

plymouth rock at a council
dear mr bonner
1 I am almost dumb after reading

your proposition and must clear my
head before I1 say a word

signed HENRY WARD BEECHER
VI hen it was announced that mr

beecher was to write the story there was
a decided sensation in literary and relig-
ious circles some preachers and
especially a rev mr seeley criticisedcriticized
mr beechersbecchersBeechers actions in making money
in that way I1 wrote an editorial on the
subject which was rather facetious and
sent the proofadof otof it to mr beecher sug-
gesting that if he thought well of it that
he might give me a recommendation
whereby I1 could get a place on the lon-
don punch within awan hour after my
boy had lettleft the office became back with
the folfollowinglowin note

Deario11 my dear bonner
11 111I think you like to gobble up a

minister or two every year to aid diges-
tion just as hens swallow gravel stones
you have swallowed me in one way
and mr seeley in another I1 like my
way best

i signed HENRY WARD BEECHER I1

then on the other side of the
sheet be had writtwrittenenthisthis recommenda-
tion

london punch
robeet bonner desires an engage

ment on your paper it gives me pleas-
ure to testify to his good character no
other one man has made me laugh so
much just to look at him would make
one leelfeel good natured and thereforetheretore iLsuggest that his picture be published
should hshe begin contributing to the
punch he would inin less than two years
own and edit it but otherwise he may
be trusted

signed HENRY WARD BEECHERbeechek
griat letter gives youou some idea of

how qu ck beecher was the most of
the two hours was taken up inm the bivs
going from my office to mr Beechers
house and back and mr beecher must
have dashed the letter off within five
minutes he was very quick and was
always full of ideas

what kind of a man was elwardedward
everett I1 asked

he was a much misunderstood
maninan replied mr bonner you re-
member what wendell phillips once
said of him it was when mr everett
was in the senate said mr phillipsphillippiPhil lipsI1I
am speaking of he senator from mas-
sachusetts not that polished icicle ed-
ward everett but that human gentleman
charles sumner when everettevereit was
our minister to england queen victoria
is said to have remarked mat he was the
only american gentlemen she had ever
met mr everett was more than a
polished icicle he was not a mere in-
tellectuality but he was a man of great
soul his letters to me were full of feel-
ing he seldom slighted any one he
was a high minded conscientious
patriotic christian gegentlemanaleman ll11

was he a good writer I1 asked
yes replied mr bonner he was

the first of the land and still he
was atry earful of his woric he made
no mistakes in punctuation and some of
his articles he wrote and rewrote before
he sent them to me he was glad to
get suggestions and sometimes asked
my advice as to the publication of
tain paragraphs

the conversation here drifted to ad-
vertisingver matters and I1 asked mr bon-
ner to tell me the secret otof his success
in advertising he replied

1 I can hardly remember when I1 was
not studystudyininz the advantages of different
advertising fea ures when I1 was a boy
the new york herald was very much
criticisedcriticized by the other newspapers of the
country I1 saw that the more the her-
aldald was talked about the more the peo-
ple bought it and when I1 took the led-
ger I1 saw that I1 must get the paper
talked about I1 must not only have a
good paper but the people must know
it I1 would not borrow but I1 spent all
my surplus in advertising one time I1
spent 2000 for a single advertisement
in the new york herald at another I1
offered the tribune aoa for one inser-
tion in the daily weekly and weeklytri
I1 paid during one week for ad-
vertisingver and inin one begyeartr
these sums in those days were as bixbig as
ten times the same amramountsants now and
many otof my friends thought I1 was going
crazy at one time I1 paid 25 to
the papers for publishing installments
of a certain story which ended with the
words continued next week in the new
york ledger I1 did this once inia the
herald publishing two installments so
that the readers thought they were going
to get the whole story ioin the meraldherald and
then at the close of the second install-
ment stated that they must lookbookforfor its
continuation in the ledger AUall of thisthie


