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lullukt nAVEbden requested to address this
congregation I1 trust that in respond
ing totd the call I1 shall be blessed with
a portionortconofof the holy spirit without
whichvelch the preaching of the elderselder is
devoid of profit to this end I1 hope
to havehaye the sympathy and faith of this
large assemblage and if I1lamiamam tardy in
concentrating my ideas on any partic-
ular point I1 hope that you will ekerexer-
cise patience and charity with regard
to my position fopfor it Is sometimes ex-
ceedinglycee difficult unless a large por-
tion of the spirit rests down upon a
speaker to tadladaddressdress a large
uon like this to gathgatherer in the wander-
ings of the mind so as to concentrate
it upon things that are profitable

the last hymn that was sung was in
reference to the greatest personage
with the exception of thetha eternal
father that ever visited the earth and
certainly the greatest that ever passedpawed
throughgh a aortal porbation in this
spheresphar

jesus once of humble birth
if we are asked the question who

jesus christ is wewe he Is the
son of god and the second person inirl
the godhead or the trinity this
however is a bare fact in this dis-
pensationpensation a flood of light has been letsensationpensainn regarding this great personage and
who he Is through the instrumentali-
ty of thetha prophet joseph the revered
fofoundertinder of the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints one of his
greatest prophets as assumed by the
latterlattur day saints there is a great
deal in the revelations given through
joseph smith in reference to the char-
acter of our savior showing who
and what he Is in detail to a large ex-
tent Amon gotherkother things that have
beenbeed revealed in this dispensation re-
vealed anew because itft was under-
stood in other dispensations of godsgod
revealed will to maliman prior to this one

is the fact that man had an existence
in the spirit before taking upon himself
mortmortalityallty that liebe lived as a spiritual
entity organized in its completeness
1inI ththetha form of his mortality or his
inmortal coil asitas it Is sometimes called
TIthroughjr jojosephe h smith has come to us
ththe oughinformationtipn regarding not only the
source of kistencel but its object

why we have come here and why we
suffer the ills that are incidental to da
Ilfelife ollornoniorithiathis planet or to the mortal
state this condition Is one of trialtriaitria
and probation and was understood by
us before we camebame here it is stated
I1 believe in the chapter of the
revelations given through the apostle
called st john upon the isle of pat-
mos that there was war
among the who dwelt
there and that the dragon or the son
of perdition rebelled against the au-
thority of him who sits upon the
throne and Is the supreme ruler and
in that rebellion drew with him a third
part of the heavenly hosts when the
dragondrago orthenorthe son of perdition with
those who were his kindred spirits
were cast out of heaven and sent to
the earth through joseph smith has
come information as to some of the
causes that led to that conflict or
thereading cause this earth has
been created as a dwelling place first
temporal alidaridand finally as an eternal
dwelling place for those spirits of which
goalsgodas the father for he according to
the scriptures Is19 the father of the
spirits of all flesh when the earth
was completed for this specific pur-
pose as understood the plan of re-
demptiondemption was formulated and decided
upon by the gods in eternity by the

that were there and ac-
cording to the revelationrevelationssf we were
among those there waswas
ondoneoue as stated in the revelations
through the prophet who looked like
unto the son of man who proposed to
be the sacrifice to be the redeemer of
the world and its inhabitantinhabitantss and he
proposedto the father that hetle should
send him and to the father be the
honor and the glory there was an-
other the son of the morning luci-
fer who made a proposition to be
sent also and he sstated to the father

give me thy glory rand he proposed
to save the human familyjamily or save
those spirits who are coming and
ernacling upon this earth so that no
one should be lost

there is a principle exhibited in these
two propositions the first was to
save man from his sinsbins and to give the
glory to the father the second was
to savsavee mankind in their sins or in
bilier words to deprive man of his free
agency which is an eternal law estab-
lished by our heavenly fathefatherr in re-
gardrd wallwalito allali the which hepadhas created the proposition of the
first was accepted anaand he was pro-
claimed the redeemer of the world
hence hehd Is called in the revelation

given throne1 john thetaj isle of pat

mos the lamb that was slain from be
ore the foundation of the world ilehe

was slain from beabeforeore the foundationfoundation of
the world in theory torforitfor it was before its
foundations were laid or at the time
the scheme of salvation was formed
and illshis proposition to come and satis-
fyf the law by having his blood shed forfoIshis brethren that thatilat took place

in consequence of the rejection of
the proposition of the other he re-
belled against the authority of heaven
and was cast out of heaven together
with those who ventmentvent with him and
sustained him in his rebellion and
they were cast downdowi to the earth anandd
for what purpose having chosen evil
inthein the agency which they heldheidheldheid before
the world was peopled they were sent
seeingsee ln that their pursuit upon
the earth those spirits who were de-
prived otof the privilege of
upon the earth because of their diso-
bediencebedbedilenceence and rebellion to ttemptm t the
sons and daughters otof men Tsand that
those who were willing rather to listen
to those povpoi of darkness than the
powers of light which god sshouldhould alsoaiso
send them should sosoy exercise their
agenagencycyInin choosing the good or the evil
as they might elect

this then gives us an idea who this
jesus of lowly birth Is and the charac-
ter of his mission which is to redeem
the earth and its inhabitants all except
those who shall be the sons of perdi-
tion those who become a law to them-
selves and will not be governed bbyany
law or any truth these things ibavenave
been revealed through the modern
prophet and not onyonlykashashas this been re-
vealed but a great many stumbling
blocks that have been in the pathway
of people in regard to religion have
been removed through the agency of
the great prophet of the century
who established this work there are
many things which when the mind is
becloudedcloudedbe with error and there is no
vision cannot be understood for as
the ancianclancientent prophet has said wherere
no vision Is the people perish that
is they perish for the bread of life
they perish for the word of the
lord

for instance much speculation is
indulged in and therethere are various
theories in the world or the religious
part of it in reference to what is
called election and predestination
here is a key that opens up this princi-
ple to our gaze when our minds are lit
up with the spirit of inspiration
jesus christ was elected to be the
savior of the world and on what prin-
ciple was he electedelectea ilehe was elected
so we are informedwormed because he lovedlovea
righteousness and hated iniquity from
the beginning and was the first born
of the father this I1 say opens up a
key to this principleAnciple for ifU he was
elected on effsthis groundround for a specific
purpose so aranggrand and glorious a pur-
pose as the redemption of this eartearthh
and its peoplepeople then every other per-
sonage or intelligenceI1antelli encenee called to any
work of a conspicuous character on
the earth is elected on the same ground
and on the same principle because of
their righteousness and because of
their adaptability to the wworkork thatisthat is
committed into their hands hence
you wwillI1 lind in the scripture in the

chapter of jeremiah that jesus
chchristst was not the onionlyonix one that was
elected in the courts 0of heaven to op-
erate for the salvation of the human

we are told that god speak-
ing through the prophet I1 have just
named informs him that before he was
formed in the flesh at all and before ilehe
was brought forth into the world ilehe
was selected to be a prophet
to be one of gods ministers to have
the authority to speak and to act I1inn
his name and so it has been with all
men who are selected they are elect-
ed to this purpose because of their
good works before they came here in
the spirit world because they were al-
ways valiant for the truth and loved
righteousness and hated iniquity and
possessedossessed the requisite qualificationslonionfonfor the work that might be committedto them to accomplish for there is
an eternal law of adaptability or fit-
ness that no doubt our heavenly
father acts upon in hisills economy in re-
gard to manipulating the affairs of hischildren upon the earth

regardinggardingEe the agency of mankind in
the coming here this ap-
pears to have been understood
amongst the jews in their day whenthey existed as a nationality before
they were scattered among the nations
As for instance this congregation willperhaps recollect the incident of jesus
christ when he ministered in the flesh
healinhealing a man who was blind from hisbirth and the jews who always
sought toitolentrap the savior by asking
him questions for the purpose ot01
causingcausin him to commit himselfhimself insome aldirection or other asked himthis question regarding this blind man
who was healed who did this sinthis man or his parents that liehe was
born blind now this presupposesprepro supposes
the possibility of this man haluhainhaving been
the cause of this misfortune by some
act committed in the spirit and alsothat there was an understanding thatsin could be committed before men
were born into the world but thesavior dispossessed their minds of
this idea in this particular instance
and said neither but thathatgod might be glorified and god
was glorified by the maniuan belnebeing born
blind kiforvitor upon him the savisavlsavioror per-
formed

or
a miracle that was mamarvelousveitous

in the eyes of the divikipeopeoplee and was an
indication of the divina character ofhis mission and the divine character
of the power which he held becausehe could say to the blind those whowere unable to seesec from their birthreceive thy sight and they receivedtheir sight andalid even on one occasionso great was the power of the almightyh

manifested through jesus christ that
he raised the deaddean Iandindnd caused lazarus
to come forth ffromroin his grave after his
spirit hadbad taken its flight from its earth-
ly tabernacle

so also in relation to aredepredestina-
tion

tina
which is a great mystery in the

world but which is simplisimplifiedflea by the
revelations ivengiven through the prophet
joseph smith it is stated in the ath
chapter otof the romans and the
verse for whom ilehe did foreknow
he also did predestinate to be con-
formed to the image of illshis son that
he might be the firstbornfirst born among many
brethren jesus christ was predes-
tined elected to be the savior of the
worldborla ilehe was to be like unto
illshis father and to possess all things
that litsliis father possesses arddanid to be
clothed with the same glory jesus
christ being the firstfirstbornborn among many
brethren I1 there are others foreknown
bby god on the same principle thatcaristchrist was foreknown predestined to

I1 the same glory to the same exaltation
to the same bright destiny objec-
tions are sometimes broubroughtgiit up in re-
gard to this theory otof election and
predestinationredestination or that it was or-
dainedgained that jesus christ should come
in the meridian of time and have illshis
blood shed for the sins of humanity
sometimes it is brought up thatisit was
rearrangedprearranged and there was no help for
tit then why is judas condemned for
ththee part that heretookbetooktook in bringing about
Hhisis crucifixion the explana-
tion appears clear to me in
this matter judas was not de-
prived of hisbis agency he was ciloschos-
en as oneono of the twelve apostles of the
lamb he possessed within his or-
ganization allan the powers and qualifi-
cations of every otherother intelliintelligentent manmaii
that comes to the earth with the power
of self control jesus christ was sur-
rounded by otherether characters he was
surrounded by other eleven for in-
stance why did they not betray him
why we ssitit that they would not sell
their master and take his blood upon
their hands simply because they used
their agency for righteousness while
judas being a free agent also took
the other course and sold the savior
for a few pieces of silver and no pow-
er on earth nor any power anywhere
compelled him to perform that act it
was all his own freerree will it was his
free volition and therefore he merited
the condemnation which such an act
brings because of his choosing it it
was a murder that he committed and
the consequence likewise fell upon the
nation where jesus was druelcrucifiedfled
why because no matter whether it
was necessary that jesus christs
blood should be shed it does not ex-
cuse the persons who will use their
powers and their intelligence and their
ability to accomplish the death of any
being be it the savior or anany other
only as it Is done accordaccordingln tto lawiv and
consequently the results came downaown
upon the jewish nation because they
endorsed the death of01 christchris theyhmtendorsed the murder of the saviori0r
and isaidgaldgaid his blood be upon us and
upon our children they suffered
thalnthe consequences because they con-
sented to the act no matter how
much good may be accomplished by
an incident or through even the com-
mission of a crime it does not alter
the consequences of the deed in rela-
tion to the parties that perform it be-
cause when they perform that act it Is
not for the purpose ofef doing good bbutut
to deprive a being of life and there-
fore having used their agency for this
purpose they are under condemna-
tion

it has been said also that god
knows all from the bebeginninginning to the
end and that he beholdsbedols by hisbas fore-
knowledge the most detailed acts
committed by his child renandrenaud the min-
utest thoughts that pass through their
minds this is a stumbling block in
the way to some and they think
that this foreknowledge would destroy
the agency of mankind how would
this detdestructionruction be brought about
hereliere Is a congregation before me and
around me who are here in probation
suppose that an individual in this as-
semblagesemblage should have the power given
him to understand your lives in every
detail from the beginning to the end
in regard to your course in this life
howbow amneh would that deprive yyou9U
of your agency not a particle the
possession of that khowknowledgelede by
any intelligence would not indenceinfluence
youon at all you would be just asireefreefree to act as youvouyouvon are now and it
should make no difference to theike situa-
tion it is evident that so far as the
general design is concerned all things
are known to our heavenly rfather
from the bebeginninginningluning to the endenaend and as
president angyoung used frequently to
preach when men act contrary to the
principle of righteousness and of truth
or whatever maybinay be their acts in the
premises he controlscontrol and manipulates
the results and so directs them in
channels that will bring about those
purposes that he hadbad in view in the
creation of this earth and placing his
children upon it reregardingdardingwarding this gener-
al design a flood of light is let in by the
revelations through joseph smith in
whataliat was called the school of the pro-
phets ininthelathethe earlycarly rise of the church
questions were asked of tthee propprophetet
inn regard tb things of the kingdom of
god and he gave the answers for the
instruction and edification of the in-
terrogatorsterrogators one question was asked
in reference to a certain passage in the
Revelation saint john to this effect
what Is meant by the book which john
saw sealed with sevenseven seals upon ityou will find this matter in a revelation
in the book of doctrine and covenants
the prophet replied that the book was
the record that contained the history
of the economy of godgol and his deal-
ingsngiagi in regard to the earth during

thebe seven thousand years of its tem-
poral existence and that each seal re-
presented a thousand yearsand that du
ring that time the earth would exist in
a temporary condition

is apparently the
me and through the gospergospel revealed
anew through joseph whichmilich is the
gogospelsp of faith inn a risen and
crucrucifieded redeemer for the lattertei pddaydasay saints preach christ and him
crucified we know his divine
mission and the efficacy of his ins-
tructiontruction I1 the gospel pi repentance
of sin by turning away from evil and
living purepare and holy lives the
gospgospelelofelotof baptism by immersion in
water forthefor the reremissionn of sins the
gospel of the laying on of the hands
of those having authority from jesus
christ for the imparting of the holy
ghost

through the medium of this godgelgospel
it has come to us as a messagemessasre tthatat
we are upon the vergeverg of the seventh
book of thetho history of the earth and
that not long hence jesus christ will
fulfillfulfil illshis promise and comecoine and dwell
on this earth or visit it and be in the
midst of this people who shall be look-
ingin for him when he shall appeargreatareat things however have to come
to0 pass beabeforeore the consummation of
thathat great event as we are informed
through the prophet joseph smith
onene of these events is that the house
of israel or the great bulk of them
shall be gathered to their own land
they shall gather in upon the land ofpalestine and build jerusalem and es-
tablish themselves ththrere as a hebrew
nationality again the greatgrestgreet bulk of
the hebrew race even themselves
smile at such a proposition as this yett
the spirit of gathering to thelatheiathe landjc0off
their fathers is beginning to be mamani-
fested

ni
among that people in the na-

tions in europe societies are being or-
ganized in various places whose ex-
press object is to take steps to secure
tthee colonization of the ancient land of
abraham by his descendants it be-
longs to abraham and to his children
as an everlasting inheritance Ttheyhey
will once more colonize that land anand
those who are familiar with the signs
of the times can scarcelyscareely fall to see
the preparations they aieale makimaklmakingn 9 to
that end great events are oceoccurringuaring
in that land and around about it morealore
freedom is enjoyed in principalities of
the east by thetho jews than they havehave
had for many centuries or ever sincee
their dispersion after the crucifixion of
jesus christ and they are beginning
to gather to the land of palestine it
I1is a small bbeginningeg inning to be suretsure but itisgut of small circumstances that
mighty events develop as according
to the comparison so oftenolten used from
an acorn eventually evolves a great
outspreadingspreadingout oak

another condition that seems to in-
dicate the approach of that prepara-
tory event is that the jews are being
persecuted in some of the countries or
leading empires on the continent otofeurope notably russia and germany
and this is19 attended by the same un-
reasoning hateful spirit towards that
race it does not apappearear that this
spirit is diminishing inmuchch I1 believe
in acknowledgingin the handand of god in
all things and I1 bellevebelieve the hand of
god is in this and that it will ulti-
mately come to pass that that race will
find no rest for their feet until they
are planted where god has designeddesignea
that they should gather in this ageana
prepare for the great events that havebave
been predicted byall the holy prophets
since the world bebegancangan the coming of
our lord and savior jesus christ to
take possession of illshis own by the
right of creation for he is the creator
and the maker of this earth and it be-
longs to him

the grand principles revealed
through joseph smi athehitheatthe comprehen-
sivenesssiveness of which is so great that we
cannot in ourconr finite condition grasp
them are beautiful to corlcoritemplatecontemplate
Tthehe latterzatter day saints are accused bbyy
their enemies or rather by those who
misunderstand them for those ichovho
have wrong ideas regarding them are
not necessarily their enemies they are
judged however by those who have a
miscomprehension of their true char-
acter and the true character of the
doctrines they preach and that they
have embraced of being narrow con-
tracted and exclusive in their views
and practice such however is nei-
ther the case in theory or practice in
theory certainly not religionists
ge go forth with the proclama-
tion that those who do not believe in
jesus Chrlschrist willtwill not be saved by the
planpianianlan of salvation the narrowness ofpaththis coconceptionneeption may be considered
when we observe that there arearc hun-
dreds and millions of people who have
never heard the name of christ who
never listened to the sound ol01of the
voice of one of illshis servants who have
proclaimed illshis gospel the very idea
of even imagining that god our hea-
venly father would consign to condlcondign
punishmentunishment to eternal wrath ceoilpeoplehorforfor not believing in something tthatat
they never heard would be to impugn
the jjusticeustice of our eternal father

it has menneen left to the prophet
josephjoeph smith whom I1 kaow to bebe a
prophet to explain to the inhabitants
of the earth the breadth and the beauty
of the plan that was concocted in hea-
ven for the benefit of the sons and
daughters of god liehe says that ulti-
matelyn all mankind will be saved in
somesom dewreedegreedegree of glory or another ex-
cept the sons of perdition who are
the sons of perdition they are those
who commit the sin against the holhoiholyy
ghost and how in that they shedshe
innocent blood aud who receive thetho
power of god who embrace this gos-
pelel who receive the power of thepriestfriestpriesthoodpriesthoodhood and have tasted to some
extent of the glory of tootho father or of

the world to come and then altogether
turn away for such there Is
no forgiveness in this world or in the
world tp come they are lost forever
having committed the sin against the
holy ghost through whose medium
alone can manmoan be brought unto repen-
tance for as the savior has said 11nno0man cometh unto me unless the fatherather
draw him 11 and the father dmdrawsws the
children of men by the power of the
holy ghost having outraged every
principle of trtruthuthnth and every principle
of justice having outraged andspurned every principle of equity
everything that is good and pure andana
holy and turned altogether
they have sacrificed the ministrantminiministrationsstrat lonsof that power and that spirit that can
bring them back again into the pres-
ence of the eternal god and they are
lost

but all those who have not heard the
gospel who have never learned of the
name of have never obeyed
ills doctrines at all in this life will
come within the broad folds ofof the
gospel of the son of god the gospel
otof him who was once of humble birth

they will be saved in some degree ofloryglory or another for god has createdgisvishis children that they might ultimately
have jojoy

but arethere are many who teach the
doctrines of that being that rebelled
against the god of heaven they are
imbued with the spirit of satan and
how Is it indicated it is indicated by
this that they seek to teach that kinkirkind
of doctrine that would imply that man
cancatl be saved independent of his agency
or can be saved in his sins because
christ when he was upon the cross
and crucified for the sins of humanity
said it is finished they talk about
the anishninishfinish of the work of christ and as-
sert that nothing that we can do will
aid us in attaining to that glory that
the faithful are destined to reach that
it all dedependsends upon the merits of our
lord anandS savior jesus christ that itdepends upon the merits oiof jesus
christ in the abstractaastraabstratt but there re-
mains something for us to do and
therefore those who proclaim to the
world that all you have to do in order
to obtain salvation in the kingdom ofgod Is to believe in the lordlora jesus
christ independent of any works thatmightml ht be accomplished by the believer

thoseitose who proclaim such a doctrine
proclaim it falsely and it Is in keeping
with the same spirit the same influ-
ence that was in the bosombosom of lucifer
when he said that he would save all so
whatnotthat not one should be lost and thusdeprive thel that god had
created of that eieegefreedomedoinedorn and agency
which in an eternal principle

christ did not in the crucifixion then
finish his work but he finished a por-
tion of it that Is he atoned for the
sins of humanity ilehe shed his blood
and what did ilehe do by the shedding ofhis blood ilehe simply 0openedened up the
door of salvation sothatall1 I1 whowho would
might enter in but ilehe did notbotacac

i com our salvation independent of
our volition or our own works and
did dotso farar as salvation is concerned
reduce mankind to the position of a
mere machine therefore he said him-
self and why call ye me lord
lord and do not the things which I1
say and his own sayings are all
contrary to such a fallacious and er-
roneous doctrine as that he opened
the door but did not then finish his
work I1 only one department of it for
after this event took place which cer-
tain say was the complete
work of christ ilehe came down among
his disciples in his resurrected bodbody
which hadbad been raised from the tomaltometomb
a body of flesh and bones filled with
spirit but without blood in it and he
said handle me and see for a
spirit hath not flesh and bones as yeve
see me have and he ministered
among them HOW is it then that hiswork was finished he told his dis-
ciples furthermore to tarry at the
city of jerusalem until they were en-
dowed with power from on high why
did ilehe do this it his saving work was
finished there was no necessity for
it if the whole programme was com-
pleted and so the apostle says thatjesusesus christ ascendedascenddd Uup on hlhighk and
gave gittsgilts unto men giswishis workwore was
not finished for he gave gifts to mensome of these gifts were in the nature
of apostles and prophets evangelistspastors and Teachersand other officers
inspired and authorized oiof god for
the perfecting of the saints for the
work of the ministry for the edifying
of the body of christ till we all comecome
to a unity of the faith these giftsutS
were given because the whole wogwork ofchrist was in its meridian and not in
its finished condition and theule work
was to go forward from that time and
the church was to be blessed by the
presence of those authorized ommoffmeersofficers of
christ

another fallacy preached everywhere
isis that these gifts are done away withwilh
because they are no longer needed
what was the object of these gifts

i for the perfecting of the saints or in
other words for the perfecting of the
members of the church of christ
then are the members perfect Is
perfection attained so that these me-
diumsalums through which this conditionondi tion
was to be reached can be dispensed
with not by any means then they
were for the work of the ministry to
take charge of that work and manipu-
late it forfon the benefit of the churchand of the human family generally byspreading the gospel farr and wide that
it might be preached to every kindredtongue and people do not the mem-
bers of the church still require edifica-
tion or have we all progressed to thatextent that we have come to aL unity ofthe faith the answer lies in the dis-rupted condition of the sects of the
day and itif re was ever a timetinie ththa


