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I aM called upon this afternoon gquite
unexpectedly to me to address this
congregation, and I eamestg pray that
the spirit of the living God may rest
down upon me and upon all who are
thered in this Tabernacle, that I ma
e inspired to say sqmetfﬂng whic
will be profitable to hear and that al
who listen to my words may be able t
understand them in the spirit by which
they are spoken,

e have assembled here to-day to
worship God our Heavenly Father in
the name of Jesus Christ His"Son, un-
der the influence and power of the Ho-
ly Spirit. In order that our worship
may be acceptable to God it must be
done in the name of Jesus, and it must
be done under the influence of His
Spirit; for ‘“God is a spirit, and the

at worship Him must worship Him
in spirit and in truth.” We must be
sincere in our worship; we must be
sincere In all that we do in order that
it may be acceptable to God. But sin-
cerity alone is not sufficient. We have
to worship Him in truth as well as in
spirit, and we must worship Him also
in the way that He has appointed, not
in our way. God does not accept the
ways of man unless those ways are in
accordance with His ways. And we
have come here that we may learn the
m&f of God, and then walk in His
path. This is in accordance with the
ancient prephets. They declared that
in the last days people should come
from all nations unto ‘‘the tops of the
mountains’’ for this very purpose, that
theﬁ might learn of His ways and walk
in His paths. The reason why we have
had to do this is because the ways of
our fathers, in their worship and in
their service towards God, have been
onlygin accordance with their private
notions, their ideas of what is right,

There has been no voice from hea-
ven heard among the children of men
on this earth for a great mady centu-
ries. People have not been guided by
the revelations of the Almighty, but by
the wisdom of man, or, a5 we think,
the folly of man. It is true that the
people called ‘‘Christians’ have had
the book called the Bible, The Old
Testament and the New Testament
contain books which were written by
men who lived in ancient times, and
who were inspired of God. “Those
books do not contain all that was writ-
ten by the servants of God in ancient
times, but only a few of the writings
given to the children of men by inspir-
ation. This book contains a great deal
of truth and some few errors, but the
errors are the interpolations or the
mistranslations o1 men. 1The doctrines
which the Bible contains are true, and
they are in suflicient plainness to be
correctly understood, if the people
who read what it contains are intiu-
encediby the same spirit or inspired by
the same spirit as the men who wrote
those things. But withont that spirit
the people of the earth are noc able ful-
ly to comprehend that which is writ-
ten. We read in that book that ‘‘the
letter killeth.”” It is the spirit that
giveth life, and it is also the spirit that
giveth lignt. Without the Spirit of
od as the revealing influence from on
high, mankind are unable to compre-
hencf the things of God. As we are un-
able this afternoon to see anything of a
physical nature without that matural
light which jcomes from the sun, so
without the light that comes from the
Son of Righteousness we are unable to
see the thingsof God. The prophets who
wrote the tnings contained in the Old
Testament, and the Apostles of Jesus
Christ, who wrote the epistles, and
other writings contained in the New
Testament, were blessed with the gift
that is called in the Scriptures the gift
of the Holy Ghost. This wasnot mere-
ly an intluence which made them feel
good; that exalted their spiritual na-
tures so as to make them happy, con-
tented and peaceful; but i1t was a
manifestation of the power that comes
from God. As the light that comes
from the sun reveals through eur na-
tural eyes those objects which we see
around us, so the Holy Ghost coming
from God opens up and makes clear
and plain the things of eternity, those
things that are called spiritual, al-
though they are all spiritual to our
Heavenly Father. The things which
we call natural and temporal are spir-
itual to Him, because He sees the es-
sence of things, He comprehends
them in their internal nature, All
the elements of all that exist are
eternal, and ‘‘the things that are spirit-
ualare eternal,’”” and therefore it isall
spiritual to God. We at the present
t&na are creatures of time, and we see
things that change. We do not com-
prehend their eternal nature. We do
not comprehend their essence. We
only see that which is on the surface,
on the outside. But God looks into
the internal nature of things as well as
of men, and comprehends them. And
the elements, both of that which is
called natural and that which is spir-
itual,are all eternal 1W1th0ut beginning
and without end. 1 hey are manipula-
ted and chauged and worked over, but

ve no beginning in their es-
:Egge?md they cannot have. No atom

: e can be destroyed. It never
clgglanggced to be; it will never cease

to be. God looks upon things as they

are, in their eternal nature, and there-

fore they are all eternal or spiritnal %o
Him. But speaking after the manner
of men we call things temporal and
spiritual, natural and spernatural; vet
after all when we come to comprehend
them as they are, they are all material
and all spiritual.

The inhabitants of the earth,as I
have remarked, have been without any
direct communication from God, and
therefore they have been measurably
in the dark. They have been able to
read some of the books which were
written by the servants of God who
were inspired by Him in ancient times:
but they have had no revelation for
themselves. They can read what Isa-
iah Isaid, or Jeremiah, or Peter, or
Paul, or huke. or other of the writers
of the Old or New Testament; but they
have had no personal revelation. The
light which they have -ebtained is a
borrowed light, like the light of the
moon., They have been in a sort of
moonlight or twinkling star-light.
There have been a great many preach-
ers who have claimed to be the ser-
vants of God ministering among the
people in Christendom; some in the
ancient church called the Church of
Rome, some in the Episcopal Church,
some in the Methodist Chnrch, others
in the Baptist Church, and so on

Y | through all the various dedominations

that compose modern Christendom.
No doubt many of them were good
men, men who strove to the hest of
their ability and the best of their
knowledge enlighten the minds of
their fellow men. Some of them, per-
haps, were mere hirelings, ‘‘preaching
for hire and divining for money;" but
others were sincere in their hearts,
sincere in their worship, sincere in the
religion which they taught to others.
But the;' had not a knowledge of the
truth. They had a faith of some kind.
They believed in certain prineiples.
Thfg' believed in the things which they
read in the Bible so far as they could
comprehend them, but they had no
positive knowledge in regard to the
things which they believed in and
which they taught. The men who were
called the Reformers who came out
from the Church of Rome and intro-
duced a little more truth than the peo-
ple previously had, and reformed sev-
eral errors that were existing—were
some of them,jmost excellent men, an

they performed a great and a good
work in the earth. But they were not
called of God in the way that His ser-
vants were called in ancient times who
wrote the things contained in the Bi-
ble, neither were they endowed with
the Holy Ghost which those men en-
joyed. They nevertheless did a grand
work in the earth, and for that they
will receive their reward, no doubft;
for no man who ever lived on the earth
whether in a Christian nation or a-
mong the heathen or pagan world, ever
did a good thing but he was the better
for it, and will receive his reward for
it, and no man ever did wilfully a wic-
ked thing, that which he knew and,felt
Lo be wrong, without being the
worse for it, and for that he must give
an account i'n the great day when the
secrets of the hearts of all mankind
shall be made manifest, Christian and
heathen, those in the ancient times and
those in the latter times. Allwho ever
dwelt in the earth in the flesh must
appear before the bar of God and be
judged for the deeds done in the body
whether they be good or evil, and they
will receive a reward for the good that
they did, and a punishment for the
evil that they did, especially and par-
ticularly if they did evil knowingly, if
they sinned wilfully, sinned against
light and knowledge,

A great many of those persons that I
have referred to among those reform-
ers and others who worked on the
earth, as thl:f thoughtfor righteouness
and for the Lord, have labored in sin-
cerity, but nof always in truth. A
great many errors have prevailed in
the world since the time when the
Apostles were put to death, when the
lights that God placed in the world
were put out by the hand of wicked-
ness; since the servants of God were
destroyed in the flesh, a great many
errors have crept into the world, and

darkness was spread over the
minds of the children of men.
Though many have worshipped
in  sincerity, they have not wor-

shipped in truth Dbecause they did
not fully comprehend the way of truth,
When they read the Seriptures they
only partially comprehended them, and
they differed among themselves as to
the meaning of those things which they
read. Thus sect has multiplied upon
sect, denomination upon d-°nomina-
tion. Andjin what is called Christen-
dom people are in confusign, not comn-
prehending alike, not seeing the truth

truth properly they would see alike:
if they all comprehended the truth cor-
rectly they would be of one heart and
one mind so far as they comprehended,
But the very fact that those divisions
exist proves that there is darkness in
the world. If the light of God was
revealed to six men in the same dezree
they would comprehend the principles
presented before themn, the principles

and if six men can
prehending truth exactly alike, six

vealer, the spirit of life and light,

ancient Christian Churc

sity of

God and His ways to what there is

Jesus came and showed the right way.
He was ‘‘the way, the truth, and the
life.” He came to reveal His Father’s
will. He made plain the way of life
and truth that all who desired might
be able to walk therein—in the same
way and under the same light, that
they might sce eye to eye and be no
more divided. It was thus with the
people called Pharisees or Sadducees,
or with those who belonged to any
sect that existed among the Jews,
or jwith those who lived among the
Greeks and had adopted the Grecian
system of philosophy, or with people
who llved in any other part of the
world and believed in any other kind
of religion—when they came into the
Christian church thu]y were no longer
divided in their opinions and in their
faith, but they were all brought to see
alike, they were *‘all baptized by one
spirit, into one body, whether Jew or
Gentile, bond or free.” They no
longer worshipped different Gods, or
the same God in different ways, but
they worshipped alike, They had *‘one
Lord, one faith, one baytiﬁm, and one
hope of their calling.” But when
darkness came into the world Jagain;
when the guides that God had placec
among hurmanity were rejected and
thrust out and the Holy Ghost was
withdrawn and men were left to them-
selves; then they began to divide up,
each man going his own way accord-
ing to his notion. Preachers have
multiplied, sects have multiplied, and
doctrines have multiplied. And here
we are in the la“ter times, in the nine-
teenth century, when the people boast
$0 much about Gospel light as well as
sclentitic light, here we are in the
nineteenth century and the people are
groping like blind men for the wall.
They do not know God and some do
not care anything about Him. Some
deny His existence, and a great many
more stand in a position of doubt and
uncertainty. Very few squarely deny
the existence of a God; but there are
& great many people who do not know
whether there is a God or not; they
are not satistied in their minds., *“‘I do
not know’’ seems to be the sentiment
of the great bulk of intelligent people
now-a-daysin regard to divine things.

Well, as 1 said in the beginning of
my remarks, we have met here to-day
to worship God in His way—not our
way, that is, not the way we have
made, not the way that any man has
made, but according to the plan and
pattern revealed fron heaven by Al-
mighty God in our day and time. If
xod manifested himself in ancient

times, why should He not manifest|¥

Himself in latter times? If God spoke
to the world by the poewer of the Holy
Ghost through chosen men in former
ages of the world, why not in this age?
11 angels came down from heaven and
ministered to persons upon the earth
in any period of this world’s history,
why not in the latter times? Are God’s
lips closed that He cannot speak? Are
the heavens sealed up and become like
brass, that no man can break through
and no heavenly being come to this
little world and make manifest the
things of eternity? Has the Holy
thost changed in its power and influ-
ence and revealing qualities? Or are
the children of men in such a condi-
tion that they are not willing to receive
the Lord and His ways and His works
and His light? Has God purposely de-
p&rted from the earth. or have the
people of the earth departed from
LOod? We read here in the book of
Isaiah about a time that should come
when “*darkness would cover the earth
and gross darkness the people.” We
read of a time when God would come
out from His hiding place in judg-

ment upon the inhabitants of the ecarth | P

in the latter days, and it should be “‘as
with the people so with the priest; as
with the servant, so with the master;
as with the maid, so with the mistress:
as with the buyer, so with the seller,
as with the lender so with the borrow-
er; as with the taker of usury, so with
the giver of usury to him. The land
shall. be utterly emptied, and utterly
spoiled: for the Lord has spoken this
word.” What for? “Because they
have transgressed the laws, changed
the ordinances, broken the everlasting
covenant, Thercfore has the curse
devoured the earth, and they that
dwell therein are desolate.” Now, it
looks to me a great deal more reason-
able to think that the people of the
earth have departed from God and
gone out of His way and made ways of
their own; that they have ‘‘heaped to
themselves teachers having itching
ears, and have turned away their ears
from the truth and have turned unto
fables;” that they have become ‘‘lov-
ers of pleasure more than lovers of

'God:"” and that they have *‘a form of

as it is; for if they could all sce the godliness, but lack the

ower there-

'of,” than that God has forsaken them

without any acts of their own. Now,
I know that this sounds very harsh in
Christian cars. It sounds very disa-
greeable to the people who compose
Christendom to say that they have
gone out of the way—those good,
pious-appearing people, who express
such beautiful sentiments and have

| such religious emotions and such lofty

which’ God gave to His people in the | the glorious Gospel of
when the  doc¢s not shine into their souls, that
Gospel came to them. They were all  their philosophers and sages and
divided when Jesus Christ came into and picachers and mighty men of intel-
the world. There was a similar diver- | leet are all “‘1‘0%;

ntfainiﬂns and faith in regard to |can say that. Ma

of the Gospel, exactly in the same way: | feelings and many of whom are sincere
e united in com- | in their hearts—to say that they have

rone out of the way and that they are

millions or any number of men can | inthe dark., Itis all right to say that
be united so as to see and comprehend | willions upon millions of the heathen
the truth exaetly in the same way, and | hations for hundreds and hundreds of
this was the effect of the Spirit of God, | Years have been in the dark and that
the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, the Re- | they are in the dark to-day, that they

are away irom God, that the light of
of Jesus Christ

poets

that is all right
ny Christian

you
Eeu le
do say this and are not shocked in

now, only not o =0 great an extent, 'their feelings a bit; but to say that the

Christians of this generation are out
of the waf sounds terrible in their ears.
Nevertheless I will make bold to say
that this is the fact; that the whole
earth has gone astray. I will go no
further than they say themselves:“We
have left undone those things that we
ought to have done, and have done
those things that we onght not to have
done, and there is no help inus. O
Lord have mercy upon us, miserable
sinners,” Well, that is just exactly
what they are. Now,I do not boast that
we are any better than they are. Iam
merely taking them as the Lord will
take a great many of them: *““Out of
thine own mouth will I judge thee.”
They tell the Lord, “*All we like shee
have gone astray; we have turne
everyone to his own way.” That is
what is the matter with the Christian
world. They are not walking in the
Lord’s way. They are walking in the
ways that men have invented.

Any student of the Scriptures who
is willing to receive truth when itis
presented before him, can see by per-
using the sacred books of the Old and
the New Testaments that the condition
of the world at the present time was
anticipated by the ancient prophets
and apostles. They all saw that the
time would come when the people
would turn away from the truth; when
they would walk in their own ways:*
when they would build up churches to
themselves: when they would hire men
to preachto them things which were
wise and good in their own eyes; they
would not be very anxious to find out
the will of God, or that He might de-
clare 1t to them, but would have
preachers to teach them doctrines
which seemed good to their “‘itching
ears.

A student of the Scriptures will also
find that in every age of the world
when there was a ]i)enple dwelling on
the earth whom God acknowledged as
His people, He required them to do all
things as He commanded them; not as
they might choose, but as He com-
manded. When Jesus Christ came He
did not eome to do His own will or to
Preach Hls own doctrine. Said He:

‘My doctrine is not mine, but His that
sent me, If any man will do His will,
he shall know of the doctrine, whether
it be of God, or whether I speak of
myself.”” Jesus did nothing and said
nothing but that which He had been
commanded to do and say. He taught
no doctrine of Himself. And He de-
clared that when He should go away
the Comforter would come in His place.
What would He do? *“He will guide
ou into all truth: for He shall not
speak of Himself; but whatsoever he
shall hear, that shall he speak: and he
will show you things to come.”” When
the Apostles who were called of Jesus
Christ went out to Preﬂch the Gospel
in His name, they did not go to preach
their own views and opinions and no-
tions, nor to administer ordinances
that they thought were proper and a-
dapted to the people in different na-
tions, but they went out with the word
of the Lord, they went out to teach
that which had been commanded.
Said Jesns Christ: ‘“Go therefore
and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching
them to observe all thinqs whatsoever
I have commanded you.”” They were
not to preach with the enticing words
of man’s wisdom, nhor proclaim their
notious about things, but they were to
go forth with the living word of God,
they were to go and teach that which
Christ had taught them, and which He
did not teach of Himself. And even
then He told them to tarry in Jerusa-
lem until they were endowed with
ower from on high. They waited.
And on the day of Pentecost, we read,
they came together **with one accord in
one place.” They were of one heart
of one mind, and of one spirit, and
then the Holy Ghost was manifested to
them, in visible form, in cloven ton-
gues as of fire. They were all filled
with that spirit and they spoke with
other tongues as the Spirit gave them
utterance, and frorm that time , having
been ordained by Jesus Christ when
He was upon the earth, they were able
to go out and preach the Gospel to the
nations of the earth, On that day
(Pentecost) Peter preached that great
gospel sermon which we read about in
the second chapter of the Acts of the
Apostles. He did not teach the people
anything in regard to his opinion. He
told the people that which he knew,
that which had been made manifest to
him, that which he understood, and
he did it under the influence and pow-
er of the Holy Ghost, the same spirit
which rested upon the ancient proph-
ets, the same spirit by which Jesus
spoke, which was given to him not by
measure, but in a fulness.

No man has a right to preach in the
name of the Lord unless he is endowed
as were those Apostles, unless the
Lord has committed to him a dispen-
sation of the Gospel; and if any man
does so he does it upon his own res-
ponsibility. Unless he is so called and
endowed, all his administrations,
whether 1t be baptism, confirmation,or
any other rite which he may adminis-
ter in the name of deity, are null and
void and of non-efiect in the heavens.
When God calls men to officiate, what
they do on earth in His name in the
way He has a?ninted. by His author-
ity, isas valid as if He performed it
himself in person; what they ‘‘seal on
earth is sealed in the heavens and
what they *‘ioose on earth is loosed in
the heavens.”” But when men admin-
ister the ordinances without authority,
without inspiration, without bein
called and appointed and ordaine
specially for that work, all their ad-
ministrations are vain and valueless.
1f they baptize a person that baptism
is void. The baptism of infants

'1
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'and comprehend the

—

void. It never was ordained of God,
it never was authorized of Him, but is
one of the vagaries of men, one of
man’s inventions. But even baptism
administered as the ancient Apostles
administered it, and as Jesus Christ
aught it, and according to the pattery
which He himself set in His own bap-
tism, if administered by men who have
not been called and ordained and en-
dowed with the power and right to do
it, is utterly void, and is of no more
account than a bath. And it is the ab-
sence of this authority and the absence
of this endowment, the absence of this
divine spirit which reveals the things
of God and makes them plain to tht
children of men, which have caused all
this confusion that exists in the Chris-
tian world, as well as in the heathen
world.

Well, we have met here this after-
noon and we have gathered here in
these mountain valleys that we might
learn God’s ways and then carry them
out in our lives, for ours is a practical
religion. We not only learn but we
practice. If we are Latter-day Saints
we come to learn what is right and
then do it with all our might, fearless
and regardless of the opinions of
others, or what other people may do or
try to do. The business of our lives is
to try and find out the will of our
Heavenly Father and perform it. This
we can do. There is no need to be in
doubt as to what it is. There is no
need to depend UE;{}II any man—Josepl
Smith,{ Brigham Young, John Tayler,
Peter, Paul, Isajah, or anybody else,
Ever[\; man that lives and every woman
that breathes the breath of life has a
right to know in his or her own heart,
whether a thing is right and true or
not, and those who do not strive to ob-
tain this kuuwlﬂdﬁe are derelict. ‘‘He
that doeth the will of the Father shall
know of the doctrine.’ Our business is
then to find out what the Lord’s will is,
to guide us in our every-day life,
not only to make us feel good,
to exalt our spiritual nature,
our emotions, our sentiments, our
thoughts, not only that, but to guide
us in our daily lives, so that all our
acts may be squared according to the
rule of right, that we may do that
which is pleasing to our Heavealy
Father, that we 1nay learn to live so as
not merely to do our own will, but to
do the will of Him that has sent us
here on the earth, and who has en-
lightened our minds in regard to the
truth. We need not walk in the dark,
It is our privilege to walk in the light,
We have come out from the darkness,
we have come out from confuasion, we
have come out from Babylon into the
lifht and the liberty and the certainty
of the everlasting Gospel. We have
come out from the creeds of men; we
have come out from the ways of men:
we have come out from the nations and
Kingdoms of the earth; we have come
up into these mountain valleys that we
may find out truth day by day and year
by year, that we may get closerand
closer to our God, that we may learn
the ways of truth and walk in them
more perfectly, until the veil shall be
entirely taken away and we shall see
things of etermty
as plainly as with ournatural eves we
can behold each other and the things of
time. It is our privilege to come near
unto our Father, to drink of those
streams that flow from the eternal
fountain, to have the Holy Ghost in
our hearts every day springing up “like
a well of water unto everlasting life.”
It our privilege to walk in the light con-
tinually and have the Holy Ghost to be
our coustant companion, directingg®ur
ways, not only our actions and our do-
ings, but our feelings and our thoughts
and our sentiments that we may be-
come purer and holier, day by day, un-
til we are sanctified and made clean
and white and fit to go back into the
presence of our Heavenly Father.

This is our business here in Utah—to
learn the Lord’s ways, to walk in the
Lord’s paths, to be devoted te Him
not only to be baptized h{' water into
His Church, but baptized by the Holy
(host, that we mai be brought into a
oneness with our Father, brought into
communion with Him, that the voice
of the eternal Spirit may whisper peace
to our souls and point out the way that
we shall go, and enable us to bear tes-
timony of the truths:made mauifest
frem the Lord fhrough His inspired
servants as He reveals His will. Some
people think that we have come here
Lo gratify every lust and every passion
au ere?v base desire that is common
to poor fallen humanity. Never was 4

reater mistake made. This is not how

havejlearned what is commonly called
“*Mormonism.” I have learned that it
is & holy thing, a sacred thing; that it
requires self-abnegation, not to men,
but to truth, to righteousness, to that
which God reveals. The very essecuce
of ““Mormonism”’is to find out what the
Lord wants and then to do it, and to
do it regardless of anybody living upon
the face of the earth, regardless of
other geople‘a opinions, regardless of
what the world may do to try and pre-
vent us. And the people here are most
of them of the same mind. They have

ome out from the various seefs and
have all been baptized into one s&:irit;
into one body. The same Holy Ghost
has rested down upon them as rested
down upon the Saints in ancient times
and has produced the very same
results. or the Holy Ghosat has
not changed, God has not changed, the
tauth has not changed, and the inrd is
just as willing to-day as He was in the
first years of the Christian era to revesl
himself to those that desire to learn of
Him, and the Holy Ghost is justas
much a revealer to-day as it was in the
olden times when the Prophets wrote
and spoke under influence. The
truth is just the same, but the people
have gone astray from the Lord’s ways



