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I1 AM called upon this afternoon quite
unexpectedly to me to address this
congregation and I1 earnestly pray that
the spirit of the living godgou may rest
down upon me and upon all who are
gathered in this tabernacle that I1 may
be ininspiredsp ired to say something whichchicmaimik
will be profitable to hear and that all
who listen to my words may be able totd
understand them in the spirit by which
they are spoken

we have assembled here todayto day to
worship god our heavenly father in
the name of jesus christ hisson un-
derholthoitthe influence and power of the ilolloho-
ly spirit in order that our worship
may be acceptable to god it must be
done in the name of jesus and it must
be done under the influence of hisspirit for god is a spirit and they
that worship him must worship him
in spirit and in truth we must be
sincere in our worship we must be
sincere inu all that we do in order that
it may be acceptable to god but sin-
cerity alone is not sufficient we have
to worship him in truth as well as in
spirit and we must worship him also
in the way that he has appointed not
in our way god does not accept the
ways of man unless those ways are in
accordance with his ways and we
have come here that we may learn the
ways of god and then walk in hispath this is in accordance with the
ancient prophets they declared that
in the last days people should come
from all nations unto I1 the tops of the
mountains for this very purpose that
they might learn of Illiiihis wayssways and walk
in his paths the reason why wekye have
had to do this is because the ways of
our fathers in their worship and in
their service towards god have been
only in accordance with their private
notions their ideas of what is right

there has been no voice from hea-
ven heard amonamong the children of men
on this earth forfoe a great mady centu-
ries people have not been guided by
the revelations of the almighty but by
the wisdom of man or as we think
the folly of man it is true that the
people called christians have had
tiletiie book called the bible the old
testament and the new testament
contain books which were written by
men who lived in ancient times and
who were inspired of god those
books do not contain all that was writ-
ten by the servants of god in ancient
times but only a few of the writings
given to the children of men by inspir-
ation this book contains a great deal
of truth and some few errors but the
errors are the interpolations or the
translationsmistranslationsmis otoi men the doctrines
which the bible contains are true and
they are in sufficient plainness to be
correctly understood if the people
who read what it contains are inuainna
encedby the same spirit or inspired by
the same spirit as the men who wrote
those things but without that spirit
the people of the earth are noonod able ful-
ly to comprehend that which is writ-
ten we read in that book that the
letter kellethkilleth it is the spirit that

life and it is also the spirit that
light without the spirit of

god as the revealing influence from on
high mankind are unable to compre-
hend the things of god arweAs we are un-
able this afternoon to see anything of a
physical nature without that natural
ligat which incomes from the sun so
without the light that comes from the
son of Righteousness wearewe are unaunablebletoto
Bee the god the prophets who
wrote the tunings contained in the old
testament and the apostles of jesus
christ who wrote the epistles and
other writings contained in the new
testament were blessed with the gift
that is called in the scriptures the gift
of the holy ghost this was not mere-
ly an influence which made them feel
good that exalted their spiritual na-
tures so as to make them nappyhappy con-
tented and peaceful but it was a
manifestation of the power that comes
from god As the light that comes
from the sun reveals through our na-
tural eyes those objects which we see
around us so the holy ghost coming
from god opens up and makes clear
and plain the things of eternity those
things that are called spiritual al-
though they are all spiritual to our
heavenly father the things which
we call natural and temporal are spir-
itual to him because ilehe sees the es-
senceseace of things he comprehends
them in their internal nature all
the elements of all things that exist are
eternal and the things that are spirit-
ual are eternal I1 and therefore it iss all
spiritual to god we at the present
tune are creatures of time and we see
things that change we do not com-
prehend their eternal nature we do
not comprehend their essence we
only see that which is on the surface
on the outside but god looks into
the internal natureiture of things as well as
of men and comprehends them and
the elementselementsi both of that which is
called natural and that whwhichich Is spirspin
itualare all eternal without beginning
and without eiendid they are
tetedd and changed and worked over but
they have no beginning in their es-
sence and they cannot have no atom
in nature can be destroyed it never

31 cocommenced to be it will never cease
to be god looks upon things as they
are lain their eternal nature and there

fore they are all eternal or spiritual to
him but speaking after the manner
of men we call things temporal anand
spiritual natural and spersupernaturalnatural yet
after all when we come to comprehend
them as they arearc they are all material
and all spiritual

the inhabitants of the earth as I1
have remarked have been without any
direct communication from god andana
therefore they have been measurably
in the dark they have been able to
read some of tho books which were
written bybv the servants of god who
were inspired by him in ancient times
but they have had no revelation for
themselves they can read what isa-
iah saldsaidisaid or jeremiah or peter or
laulorpaul or llukeluke or other of the writers
of the old or new testament but they
have had no personal revelation the
light which they have obtained is a
borrowed light like the light of the
moon they have been in a sort of
moonlight or twinkling starlightstar light
there have been a great many preach-
ers who have claimed to be the ser-
vants of god ministering among the
people in christendom some in the
ancient church called the church of
rome some in the episcopal church
some in the methodist church others
in the baptist church and so on
through all the various dedominationsdenominations
that comcomposepose modern christendomno doubt many of them were good
men men who strove to tilethe best of
their ability and the best of their
knowledge to enlighten the minds of
their fellow men someome of them per-
haps

er
were mere hirelings preacEpreachingML

for hire and divining for money 11 but
others were sincere in their hearts
sincere in their worship sincere in the
religion which they taught to others
but they had not a knowledge of the
truth they had a faith of some kind
they believed in certain principlestheythe believed in the thinsthingsthin s which theyth 11
read in the bible so far irsas they coucould1

cocomprehendpre end them but they hadbad no
positive knowledge in regard to the
ththingss which they believed in and
which they taught the men who were
calleacalled the who came out
from the church of rome and intro-
duced a little more truth than the peo-
ple previously had and reformed sev-
eral errors that were existing were
some of themithem most excellent men andandthey performed a great and a good
work in the earth but they were not
called of god in the way that illshis ser-
vants were called in ancient times who
wrote the things contained in the bi-
blebibieble neither were they endowed with
theteh holyoly hostghost which those men en-
joyedi oyed theyhey nevertheless did a grand
woworkr in the earth and for that they
will receive their reward no doubt
for no man who ever lived on the earth
whether in a christian nation or a-
mong the heathen or pagan world ever
did a good thing but he was the better
foror it and willilllil receive his reward forit and no man ever did wilfully a wic-
ked thing that which he knew and felt
to0 be wrong without being the
worseforsekorse for Ait and for that he must give
an account in the great day when the
secrets of the hearts of all mankind
shall be made manifest christian and
heathen those in the ancient times and
those in the latter times all who ever
dwelt in the earth in the flesh must
appear before the bar of god and be
judged for the deeds done in the body
whether they be good or evil and they
will receive a reward for the good that
they did and a punishment for the
evil that they did I1 especially and par-
ticularlyticularly if they ddidid evil knowknowinglyangly if
they sinned wilfully sinned against
light and knowledge

A great many of those persons that I1
have referred to among those reform-
ers and others who worked on the
earth as they thoughtfor righteousness
and for the lord have labored in sin-cerity but nonot always in truth A
great many errors have prevailed in
the worldcorid since the time when the
apostles were put to death when the
lights that god placed in tilethe world
were put out by the hand of wicked-
ness since the servants of god were
destrodestroyeded in the flesh a great many
errorserrorsaveNavehave crept into the world aulaudand
darkness was sspreadread over tiietile
mind of the children of men
though many have worshippedworshipped
in sincerity they have not wor
shipped in lruthtruth because they did
not fully comprehend the way of truth
when they read the scriptures they
only partially comprehended them and
they differed among themselves as to
the meaning of those things which they
read thusthus sect has multiplied upon
sect denomination upon diomina
tion andinand what is called christen

are confusion not com-
prehendingprehending alike not seeing the truth
as it isasforfor if they could allaliallocctsee the
truth properly they would see alike
if they all comprehended the truth cor-
rectly they would be of one heart and
one mind so far as they comprehended
but the very fact that those divisions
exist proves that there is darkness in
the world if the light of god was
revealed to six men in the same degree
thetheyy would comprehend the principles
prpresentedapented before them the principles
of the gospel exactly in the same wayvavvay
and if six men can bee united in cohcoacom-
prehendingprehending truth exactly alike six
millions or any number of men can
be united so as to see and comprehend
the truth exactly in the same way and
this was the effect of ththee spirit of god
the holy ghost the cocomfortermforter tilethe keite
vealer the spirit of life and ilglightlit
which god savegave to his11Is people inin the
ancient christian church when the

I1

gospel came to them they were all I1

divided when jesus christ came into
the world there was a similar diver-
sity of opinions and faith in regard to
god and his ways to what there is
now only not to so great an extent

jesus came and showed tthehe right way
helashe was the way the and the
life ilehe came to reveal illshis fatherswill ilehe made plain the way of life
and truth that all who desired might
be able to walk therein in the same
wayay and under the same light thatttheyey might see eye to eye and bebe no
more divided it was thus with thepeople called phanisrhanisphariseeseesces or sadduceesor with those who belonged to anyan
sect that existed among the jews

those who lived among thegreeks and had aladoptedopted the grecian
system of philosophy or with people
who lived IIIiu any oilierother part of the
world and believed in any other kind
of religion when they cimecame into thechristian church they were no longer
divided in their opinionsponsfons and in theirfaith but they were all brought to see
alike they were all baptized by one
spirit into one body whether jew orgentile bond or free they no
longer worshippedworshipped different gods or
the same god in different ways butthey worwoworshippedsnippedshipped alike they had one
lord one faith one baptism and one
hope of their calling 11 but when
darkness came into thethc world again
when tilethe guides that god had placed
among humanity were rejected and
thrust outoat and the 11holyoly ghost was
withdrawn and men were left to them-
selves then they began to divide uup
each man goinggoin his own way accartaccord-
ing to his notion preachers havemultiplied sects have multiplied and
doctrines have multiplied and here
we are in the lauerlamer times in the nine-
teenth century when the people boastso much about gospel light as well as
scientific light here we are in the
nineteenth centuryen tury and the people are
groping like blind men for the wallthey dod0 not know god and some do
not care anything about him some
deny illshis existence and a great many
more stand in a position of doubt andana
uncertainty very few squarely deny
the existence of a god but there area great many people who do not know
whether there is a god or not they
are not satisfied in their 1
not know seems to bethebe the sentiment
of the great bulk of intelligent people
nowadaysnow a daysbaysinin regard to divine things

well as I1 said in the beginningbeginnin ofofafmy remarks we have met here ttodayto dayay
to worship god in his way not ourway that is not the way we have
made not the way that any man has
made I1 but according to the plan andpattern revealed fron heaven by al-mighty god in our day and time ifgod manifested himself in ancient
times why should ilehe not manifest
himself in latter times if god spoke
to the world by the power of the holyghost through chosen men in former
ages of the world why not in this age
it angelsanels came down from heaven and
ministered to persons upon the earthin any period of this worlds history
why not in the latter times are gods
lips closed that ilehe cannot speak are
tilethe heavens sealed up and become like
brass that no man can break through
and no heavensheavenly being come to thisantlittle world and make manifest the
things of eternity has the holyghost changed in its power and influ-
ence and revealing qualities or are
the children of men in such a condi-
tion that they are not willing to receive
the lord and illshis ways and illshis works
and illshis light has god purposely de
portedp arted from the earth or have thepeople of thetiie earth departed fromgodgody we read hereinhere in the book of
isaiah about a time that should come
when darkness would cover the eaiealearthrth
and gross darkness the people we
read of a time when god would come
out from illshis hiding place in judg-
ment upon the inhabitants of the earth
in the latter days and it should be as
with the people soao with the priest as
with the servant so with the master
as with the maid so with the mistressas with the buyer so with the seller
as with the lender so with the borrow-
er as with the taker of usury so with
the giver of usury to him hethe land
shashallshail be utterly emptied and utterly
spoiled for the lordord has spoken this
word what for because they
have transgressed the laws changed
the ordinances broken the everlasting
covenant therefore has the curse
devoured the earthcarth and they that
dwelldivell therein arearc desolate now it
looks to me a great deal more reason-
able to think that the people of the
earth have departed from god andgone out of his way and made ways of
their own that they have heaped to
themselves teachers having itching
vearsars and have turned away theirtheir earscars
from the truth and have turned unto
fables 19 that they have become I1 lov-
ers of pleasure more than lovers of
godigodlgod and that they have a form of
godliness but lack thehe powerrowerower there-
of than that god has forsakenforsaken them
without any acts of their own now
I1 know that this sounds very harsh in
christian cars it sounds very disa-
greeablegreeable to the people who compose
christendom to say that they have
gone out of the way those good
pious appearing people who express
such beautiful sentiments and havenave
such religious emotions and such lofty
feelings and many of whom arearc sincere
in their hearts toio say that they have
fiollo
gonene out of the wayyay aandnd that they are
m theithe dark it isb all rightightr to say that
enillmillionson s upon millionsons of the heathen
nationsnations for hundreds and hundreds ofyears have been in the dark and that
chevthey are in the dark todayto day that they
arearc away fromfroni god that the light of
the glorious gospel of jesus christ
doesdocs notdot sas1shine1inelne into their souls that
their philosphilosophersothers and sages and poets
and pipicapleabacherschers and mighty denof intel-
lect are all wrong thatthit is all right youYou
can say that manyrny christian peoplele
do say this and are not shockedsho deopteopd in
their feelings a bit but to say that the

christians of this generation are out
of the way sounds terrible in their earscars
nevertheless I1 will make bold to say
that this is the fact that the whole
earth has gone astray I1 will go no
further than they say themselves we
have left undone those things that we
ought to have done and have done
those things that we not to have
done and there is no helpheip in us 0lord have mercy upon us miserable
sinners 11 well that is just exactly
what they are lowi do not boast that
we are any better than they are I1 am
merely taking them as the lord will
take a great many of them out of
thine own mouth will I1 judge thee 11

they tell the lord all we like sheep
have gone astray we have turned
everyone to his own way that is
what is the matter with the christian
world they are not walking in thelords way they are walkingwalkinwaikin in the
ways that men have inventedany student of the scriptures who
is willing to receive truth when it is
presented before him can see by per-
using the sacred books of the old and
the new testaments that the condition
of the world at the present time was
anticipated by the ancient prophets
and apostles they all saw that the
time would come when the people
would turn away from the truth when
they would walkvalkI1 in ththeirair own ways
when they would buildup churches to
themselvesvesres when they would hire men
to preach to them things which were
wise and good in their own eyes they
would not be very anxious to find out
the will of god or that he might de-
clare it to them but would have
preachers to teach them doctrines
which seemed good to their itching
ears

A student of the scriptures will also
find that in every age of the world
when there was a people dwelling on
the earth whom god acknowledged as
illshis people ilehe required them to do all
things as he commanded them not as
they might choose but as ilehe com-
manded when jesus christ came hedid not come to do his own will or to
preapreachchIllshis own doctrine said ilehemy doctrine is not mine but illshis that
sent me if any man wiilwillwill do Hihis willswill
he shall know of the doctrine whether
it be of god or whether I1 speak of
myself jesus did nothing and said
bothinnothing but that which he had been
commanded to do and say ilehe taughttaughtno doctrine of himself and he de-
clared

e
that when ilehe should go0 away

the comforter would come in his place
what would ilehe do liehe will guide
you into all truth for ilehe shall not
speakspear of himself but whatsoever he
shall hear that shall he speak and he
will show you things to come when
the apostles who were called of jesus
christ went out to preach the gospel
in his name they did not go to preach
their own views and opinions and no-
tions nor to administer ordinances
that they thought were proper and a-
dapted to the people in different na-
tions but they went out with the word
of the lord they went out to teach
that which had been commanded
said jesus christ go therefore
and teach all nations baptizing them
in the name of the father and of theson and of the holy ghost teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever
I1 have commanded you 5 they were
not to preach with the enticing words
of mans wisdom nor proclaim their
notions about things but they were to
go forth with the living word of god
they were to go and teach that which
christ had taught them and which ilehe
did not teach of himself and even
then ilehe told them to tarry in jerusal-
em until they were endowed with
power from on high they waited
and on the day of pentecost we read
they came together with one accord in
one place I1 they were of one heart
of one mind and of one spirit and
then the holy ghost was manifested to
them in visible form in cloven ton-
gues as of fire they were all filled
with that spirit and they spokekewithwith
other tongues as the spirit gave them
utterance and from that timetimesavinghaving
been ordained by jesus chrisechristchrist when
ilehe was upon the earth they were able
to go out and preach tletaethetho gospel to the
nations of the earth on that day
pentecost peter preached that great

gospel sermon which we read about in
the second chapter of the acts of the
apostlesOs es hee didoldI1 not teachdeac tthe peopleeople
ananythingthing in regard to his opinionn ilehe
toltoitold the ppeopleop c that whichchic hebe knewnew
that which hadad been made manifestan est to
him that which he understood and
he didald it under the influence and pow-
erer of the holy ghost the same spirit
which rested upon the ancient proph-
etse tq thee ssameame spiritirit by which jesus
sspokepoke IVwhichich 1wasI given to him not by
measurein baur bbutut in a falnessfulness

no man has a right to preach in the
name of the lord unless he is endowed
as were those apostles unless the
lord has committed to him a dispen-
sation of the gospel and if any man
does so he does it upon his own res-
ponsibility unless he is so called and
endowed all his administrations
whether it be baptism confirmationor
any other rite which iteliehe may adminis-
ter in the name of deity are null and
void and of non in the heavens
when god calls men to officiateclate what
they do on earth inlil his name in the
way he has apappointedpointed by his author-
itytv iss as vaha as if he performedformed it
himselfif in person what tEertheyey ssealealeai on
earth is sealed in the heavens and
what they loose on earth is looloosed in
the heavens but when men admin-
ister the ordinances without authority
without inspiration without beinbeing
called and appointed and ordordainedainee
specially for that work all their ad-
ministrations are vain and valueless
if they baptize a personperson that baptism
is void the baptism of infants

void it never was ordained of god
it never was authorized of him but isone of the vagaries of men one ofmansmoans inventions but even baptismsra
administered as the ancient Apostapostleslenien
administered it and as jesus christaught it and according to the pattern
which he himself set in illshis own bap-
tism if administered by men who havenot been called and ordained and en-
dowed with the power and right to do
it is utterly voidvoldoidold and is of no moreaccount than a bath and it is the ab-sence of this authority and the absenceof this endowment the absence of thisdivine spirit which reveals the thinsthingsof god and makes them plain to there
children of men which have caused allthis confusion that exists inin the chris-tian world as well as in the heathen
world

well we have met here this after-noon and we have gathered here inthese mountain valleys that we might
learn gods ways and then carry themout in our lives for ours is a practicalreligion we not only learn but wepractice if we are latter day saintscometowe come to learn what is right aejand
then do it with all our might fearlessand regardless of the opinions of0othersother9 or what other people may do or
trytry to do0 the business of our lives isto trtry and find out the will of ourilealieaheavenlyv niVfather and perform it thiswe can do there is no need to be indoubt as to what it is there is no
need to depend uuponon any man joseph
smith brigham young john taylortaylerpeter paul isaiah or anybody elseevereverybathesman that lives and every womanthat breathes the breath of life has arlrightht to know in his or her own heartwhethergethertether a thing is right and true ornot and those who do not strive to ob-
tain this knowledgee are derelict 6 llelieilehethat boeth the will of the father shall
know of the doctrine I1 our business is
then to find out what the lords will isto guide us in our everydayevery day lifenot only to make us feel good
to exalt our spiritual natureour emotions our sentiments ourthoughts not only that but to guide
us in our dailydally lives so that allourallali ouracts may be squared accordingaccordingaccordine to therule of right that weve may doao that
which is pleasing to our heavenlyfather that we mayway learn to live so asnot merely to do our own will but to
do the will of him that has sent us
herehereonon the earthearth and who has en-lightened our mmindsinds in regard to thetruth we need not walk in the darkit is our privilege to walk in the ilglighttwe have come out from the darknessweve have come out from confusion we
have come out from babylon into thelight and the liberty and the certaintyortheof the everlasting gospel behavewe havecome out from the creeds of men we
have come out from the ways of men
we have come out from the nations adand
kingdoms of the earth we have come
up into these mountain valleys that wemay find out truth day by day and yearby year that we may get closer andcloser to our god that we may learn
the ways of truth and walk in them
moremor perfectly until the veil shall be
entirelyentirety taken away and we shall see
and comprehend the things11 of eternity
as plainly as with our natural eyes we
can behold each other and the things of
time it is our privilege to come nearunto our father to drink of thosestreams that flow from the eternal
fountain to have the holy ghost in
ourhearts everyday springingspringing up like
a well of water unto evereverlastingashing lifeit our privilege to walk in the light con-
tinually and have the holy ghost to be
our culcol companion directingflarur
ways not only our actions and our do-
ings but our feelings and our thoughts
and our sentiments that we may be-
come purer and holier day by day un-
til we are sanctified and made clean
and white and fit to go back into the
presence of our heavenly fatherthis is our business here in utah to
learn the lords ways to walk in the
lords paths to be devoted to himnot only to be baptized by water into
illshis church but baptized by the holyhoitghost that we may be brought into a
oneness with our father brought into
communion with him that the voice
of the eternal spirit may whisper peace
to our souls anaandandaud point out the way that
wowe shall go and enable us to bear tes-
timony of the truths made maulmauimanifestfestfesi
frem the lord farouthroughh his inspired
servants as ilehe reveals ilshis will some
people think that we have come here
to ifgratifyratify every lust and every passion
auaud every base desire that is common
to poor fallenallen humanity never was a
greater mistake made this is not how
I1 havel learned what is commonly called

Alormormonismmonism 11 I1 have learned thatisthat it
iss a holy thing a sacred thing that it
requires self abnegation not to men
but to truth to righteousness to that
which god reveals the very essence
of sinIs to find out what the
lord wants and then to do it and to
do it regardless of anybody living upon
the face of the earth regardless of
other peoples opinions regardless olof
what the world may do to try and pre-
vent us and the people here are most
of them of the same mind they have
onieome out from the various seeta and

have all been baptized into one spirithithil1

into one body the same holy uhghostolt
has rested down upon them as rested
down upon the saints in ancient times
and has producedrod the very same
results foror the holy ghost has
not changed god has not changed the
muth has not changedchan sedFed and thefordthe lord is
just as willing todatodayto daday as he was in the
first years of the christianchr1stian era to reveal
himself to those that desire to learn olof
him and the holy ghost is just as
much a revealer todayto day as it was in the
olden times when the prophets wrote
and spoke under influence the
truth is just the same but the people
have gone astray from the lords aftW


