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DISCO U X

PREST. CRORCE 0. CANNON

DELIVERED

In the Salli Lake Assemdly Hall,

Sunday Afternoon, Nov, Z20lh,
1881,

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE,

(HERE is & yassage in the Book of
Mormon which has suggested itself
to my mind, which [ will read. It
contains the words of Alma unto
his son Helaman and were among
the last words which he spoke unto
nim.” They will be found recorded
on ypage 388 of the new edition,
namely: |

And it came {o pass that afler Alma had
safd these things to Helaman, he blessed him
and also hs other sons; aad be alfo bicssed
the earth for the righteous’ sakes;

And be sald, Thus salth the Lord God:

cursed shall be the land, yea, this land, unto
every nation, kindred, tongue, @nd people

)

uato destruction, which do wickedly, when
they are fully tipe; and as I bave said so shall
it De; for ihis is the curding &nd the blessing
of God uponihe land, for the Lord cannot look
upon sin with the least degreoe of allowance. .

And now when Alma bad sald these words
he blessed ths Church, yed, all those who
should stand fast in tie falth from that time
henceforih.

Pre=ident Cannon then continued:
In rising tospeak unto you this after-
noon, my brethren and sisters, I do
80 with a desire in my heart that
that which I may eay may bs
prompfed by the Spirit of God, and
may be for your edification and com-
fort as well as my own. 1 am glad
to have thiz opporfunity of meseting
with ' you-—~noi 8o much for the
privilege of epeaking as of being
here,

Some of us, as you know, have
bee . travelisg considerably of late,
vigiting the variousseitiements,and
I’ believe Prest. Taylor and party,
when they . return to' this city,
will have completed the entire
rovnd of the Territory and of all the
Stakes gutside of Arizona—that is
80 far#s’ Utah ‘and Idaho are con-
cerned, We havefound the people
in a very prosperous condition and
feeling exceedingly well, Inalmost
every’ ‘settlement the crops bave
beent’ jarger than they have' keen
known to be before.  And the peo-
ple ate prospering in their temporal
circamstane:ss snd ol course are
fecling well, and 1 believe 1 do nof
PNAITALY 476 o8 Btfantive” to vAGK
duties generally as 1 have ever seen
them. Good health Hias generally
prevailed. I think probavly we pave
had more sickness in this city and
neighborhood than in any other
parl of the Territory. ' The people
are increasing and spreadicgabroad,
taking root in the land. In the
gouthern partof the Territory they
are nof prospering to fo greal an ex-
tent as they are in the middle -and
northern part, owing to various
causes. BSgill there is an excellent
feeling throughout &ll these seitle-
ments, and they are looking hopeful-
1y to the futu

i have ofien thought in Jooking at
the calmness and serenity of the
pesple, an: the p2ace which pre-
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vails in their hearts, and in their|

habitations and settiements, that it
is notamong the least wonderful
features of this organizatlion thata
people, who are so much maligned,
attacked and threatened as are the

atier-day Saints, should be found
iiving so0 undisturbed by these things
and apparently enjoying themselves
a3 they do. Yhere 18 scarcely a
week pasges,or has pazsed for years in
which there have not been some
threats uttered and circulated
azainst us, “Terrible tbings going
to be done with the Mormons; we
are going to have them xll disposed
of now; we shall have this Mormon
question all settled,and the problem
80 thoroughly solved that it will
never require to be meddled with
again.” - |

Threals of this character have
been In eircuialion now .for years,
and every time they have been al-
luded to it seemed to those who
made them a3 though their plans
would be likely t3be successfal, In
the cise of any olher people it
would reprass all energy and devel-
opment, it wounld frighten every-
body, and, in facl; no one would
want to live in a community that
was in such constant jeopardy. But
8o far a8 my obzervation hasextend-
ed the people, a8 I have remarked,
are full of peace and (uiet, undis-
turbed Ly the prospects for the fu-

ture. In fact  they  fee]
quile happy and rejoice that
they ars -counted worthy !

— —

a people so few in number, natural

ly so quiet and inoffensive, molest-
ing no one, interfering with noone’s
peace or enjoyment, threatening no
one, icinding their own business,
peacefully pursuing their vared pur-
suits, should create such a stir in
tne world as we are doing. It might
be thought that the 150,000 people
who live in the Territory of Utah
would be such an insignificant peo-
ple and so utterly beneath the no-
tice—eo far as the numerical strength
is concerned—of the world at large,
that they might be permitted to
pursue the course which is marked
cut for them without interference

and without so mueh agitation res-
pecting them. Butl was told yes-
terday by a federal official who had
just returned from the east—andl
sup it is true — that there was
no subjeet to-day that seemed to
have the importance in men’s minds
that Utah had, and that wherever
he went, when it was known that
he was from Utah, everybody want-
ed to talk with him about its affairs
and its people. Newspaper report-
ers were after him to find out what
hecould tell them about us, and I
am formed that members of Con-
‘gress and other leading men are
making i he**Mormon question”a spe-
cialstudy.l hope they will thorsughly
investigate it while they are at it; I
think the investigation wiil prove
profitable to them, ir it is only done
in the right spirit; but the ohject, I
suppose, in making it aspecial study
is to do something, to deal with its
aginary evils, to devise gome plan
at will reach this system thatap-
pears to be g0 hateful. Well, now, I
call this a remarkable feature of
this work., I think it is exceedingly
wonderful that so small a people—a
people whom every one must admit
who visits this country, are peaceful
—should create such a disturbance
in the earth and be the cause of so
much thought,so much writing and
speech making. And it has not
been the case in Ulah alone, that is,
since the Latter-day Saints came to
to Utsh, but it has been a peculiarity
of this work—the work of God-—from
the day of its inception in these last
days until the present. And what
is still more remarkable, it was pre-
dicted that this would be the ecase
about it when 1t firat started and
hiufure it, in fact, had an organiza-
tion.
Doubtless the most of you remem-
ber that when Joseph Smith was

visited hv an 911 el of God when he
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him by the angel that his name
should be kmown for good and evil
throughout the earth, and most
wonderfully has thatstatement been
fulfllled in his case and in the case of
all those who have embraced the
everlasting Gos This was said
before the Church was orgsnized; it
was published directiy after the or-
ganization.

Doubtless you are all familiar—or
most of you are—with the letters of
Oliver Cewdery to W. W. Phelps,
in whieh this was published among
the earliest writings that were sent
forth by this Church, and when to
all human appearances there weas
not the least probability of it being
fulfilied, except a man should have
the spirit of revelation to discern the
future., But when the Church was
organized it created a sensation in
the neighborhood, it aftracted at-
tention, men’s minds were drawn
towards it. As itincreased the ex-
citement spread, and among the
earliest predictions thatI remember
hearing, connected with this work,
was that it had called forth the at-
tention of towneships and of counties
and of States, and it was gaid of it,
that it should spread until it
would attract the =attention of the
United States and of the  world.
This was one of the earliest predie-
tions tha' was uftered connected
with the work, aud it was also pre-
dicted concerning it that its mis-
glonaries should go to every land and
to every people and carry the glas
tidings of salvation,and should be
the means of gathering out of every
nation, kindred, tongue and people,
the honest in heart, who should
gather together in one placs, an
should be Enown by ths name of
Zion, I  often think of this,
The wonderful mann+r this people
called Latter-day Saints dwelling in
Utah have been gathered together
is & subject of pever-ceasing interest
o me. |

Before the organization of the
Church of Je:us Christ of Latter-
day Saints, Joseph Smith received
revelations which he said were re-
velations from God., They are now
embodied in this book, which we
call the Bookof Doetrine and Cove-

have their nimes cast out as evil, 1. | uanty; 2ud ameng the earliest of

iS ene of the most remsrkable fea-| these revelations is found a state.
tirss connected with this work thatiment given by the Lord Jesus

1if_l‘.":urisi:,. through Jofeph Bmith, to

the effect that he intended to bring
forth and establish Zion, and that
He would gather together the peo-

le who would obey His Gospel.

his prediction is particularly note-
worthy because at the time when
the first cf these revelations was
given, there was no such organiza-
tion as the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints upon the earth;
it did not have an existence; and in
the SBeptember following iis organi.
zation~—~that is flve months after-
wards — another revelation was
given, In which it was stated still
more plainly who wers to be gather-
ed,and the purpores for which they
were to be gathered, and this, too,
before there was a place designated
a3 8 place of gathering. | have of-
ten said thatif the Prophet Joseph
Smith had no octher evidence torhow
to the world of the divinity of his
mission, and of his prophetiec office,
than that revelation alone, it was
sufficient in and of itself to establish
it; for this reason: that at the time
it was uttered, as [ have =aid, there
was no organization of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Baints;
. there was no gathering place; no
person had ever witnessed such a
proceeding as a people belonging to
ons church gathering together and
dwelling together in one organiza

tion, There was nothing of the kind
known; there was no organization
lamong ths
could have given a hint of the
sibility or probability of such a great
event taking place. If other church-
es had done the pame, then it might
have been thought that the prophet
Jozeph Smith could easily have pre-
dicted that the people that he would
be the means of gathering together
might do so also. But there was no
accessible record extant of the gath-
ering together of any people in this

claimed this principle, Yet he, in-
spired of God, dared to make this
statement to the world, and to pub-
lish it, and to-day, we who are here
are living witnesses of its fulfilment
~—not of its complete ulfiiment suf-
ficlently to make it one of the
strangest even!s that has ever been
wilnes:ed among men. There have
been many circumstances surround-
ing the people which have been of
such a character as to eperate against
their gathering. It is not long sinee
a Secretary of State issued a elrca-

lar to the nations of FEurope
to check this very business of
EALLITL g » x v LUV DU pauoT

that he knew that Joseph Smith

God bad inspired him to give such
a revelation, or that he ever ima-
gined for a moment that the word
of God was recorded upon this sub-
ject; but he thought it would be a
good thing to stop ihe immigration
of ““Mormons.” Mobs have a'!so
done their part to accomplish the
same end, by endeavoring to bre:k
up the community and scatter its
members and frighten those who
had not gathered, so that they
might be deterred from eoming.
But nofwithstanding all these influ-
encef which have been operating
from the be:zinning—commetcing
as I sald 'n a township, then spread-
ing to a ‘county, alterwaris “to a
State, and to States, and then the
Secretary of State of our nation
taking the maiter in hand—not-
withstanding all these influences
which have been operating to check
the gathering of the people together,
they have gathered as we see them
to-day, and are sti'l gathering, be-
cause (God has said they should, and
there s no earthly power that can
preventi their gathering together,
though it need nct surpriese you if
more thorough measures than ever
have been should be taken to pre-
vent tte Saints from cbeying this
command,

When the Elders of this Church
firet went out,they wentout without
the ordinary aavantiages that men
who call themselves ministers pos-
tess. They were men selected irom
the various avocations of life. Jos-
eph Bmith himeself was a farmer.
He was not 2 man that was schooled
for the ministry. He had had no
education to fit snd qualify him as
men are ordmarily supposed to be
qualified in these days who teach
their fellow men what is called the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Hedid not
go {o a theological teminary., But
inspired of God, having been ordain-
ed of God to the everlasting Priest
hood (that authority that had been
withdrawn frem theearth in conge-
quence of the wickedness of men;
and been resiored to the earth and
bestoaed . upon . Bim by an_elic
agency) he stoo: up in the mids: of
his fellow men and proclaimed the
truth, and by the power of God he
was the means of bringing many to

1.

children of men that|

manner at the time that Joseph pro- |8

had msade such a prediction, or that |

its Enowledge; and, as I have said,
inepired of God, he selected others
and Jaid bis havds upon them, that
being the ordination necessary to
ualify them to preach the word or
od. They were taken from the
Eluw, they were taken from tbe
lacksmith’s shop, from the me-
chaxnic’s bench, from the countivg
room, and from all the vocations of
lifein which they were found; they
were tzken and were thus ordained
and sent out to preach the Gospel,
without purse and serip, without
without that which the

world had considered necesgary—an
education, sn education suited fo
the calling. In this way they went
forth and preached the Gospel—not
in men’s wisdom, not in thelr own
strengthb, but calling upon God in the
name of Jegus {o testow His Holy

Spirit upon t" e people and to carr)
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who framed it; but if he be disposeg
to give gl ry to God, he cannot ex,
amine it without praising God iy
his heart for giving so waonderfy
and so erimple an organization o
the earth for a church  But though
this is the case, who is there tha;
ives any glory to Joseph Smith
ho is there that gives any glory
to Brigham Yonng? I have been
told repeatedly that we donot hong
our meén enhough, we do nhot give
them praize enough; but it is a fae,
the people look behfnd the instry
ment. Joseph Bmith was a m.n
yet we have been falsely accused of
worshiping Joseph Smith in the
E]:-e of the SBaviour, and the same
alto been =ald of Brighanm
Young But the true feeling is
Jook behind Joseph Bmith and Brig.
ham Y to the Power who rais
ed them up, to that B«ing Who gaw

their words by that spirit to their
hearts, and to help them find the
honest, the meek, ard the humble.
This is the way in which they went,
Tiey could not glory inman. They
could not take glory to themseives,
for there was nothing about them
in which they could glory. And
the repult was that wherever they

le, people who were waiting to re-
Eul;athuir m and these
ple as soon a8 they were ba

were seized with a de:ire to ofgathu
together with the | God,
without knowing what had said
upon the subjeet.

Now, when God does a work He
does it in his own way, and He is
delermined—He always was appar-
ently from all we read—to have the
glo:y of that work. If a man were
w0 go forth qualificd by education
and preached by the power of edu-
eation and of learning, who is it
that gets tte glory? Why, you will
find i1t everywhere that man is
loiffed. If there is a fluent prea-
cher, if there is & successful orator
in what ie ecalled the Christian
Church, he gets the glory of it,; and
he gets a salary in proporticn 1o it.
Commencing, as some of Lhem
have done; to preach in humble
| places, the fame of theiv oratory has
spread, and they have had calls fo
the mmistry from other places,such
calls being accompanicd by an
| iucrease uF salary, and a man goes
from one place to another according
| to the addition he receives in his
salary until he becomes noted as
many are to-day. The fame of their
oratory goes throughout the United

[Qiaten.  Who ig 1t that gete ihe
glory for this? a\’hy, il 1s e men

themeselves, and they get thesalary,
too. They not only get the glory
of men, but they get their pay.
Man’s euucation 18 praised, the col

iege where he received it receivis
credit 1or it according to the ability
that he may display,and God is very
little thougnt about in the matter,
and certainly the Huly Ghost gets
1,0 credit, for it 12 supposed that the
Holy Ghost has nothing to do with
it. Well, now, God has taken a dif-
ferent method in our day, and He
is showing for'li His power. He i«
taking the meek and the lowly and
the humble men who are desirous
10 keep Hiscommandments,and He
is muKing them mighty through

Hispower. But they cannot
any gilory to any one but the Al-
mighty for this. Let a man attempt
to travel without purse and ecrip, a-
the Elders of this Church have
done, and as the ancient A postles

ing
bemmg humble, meek and low

hope
of God and having that

is there in this Church that
Joseph Bmith the glory of this work?
Yet it is the most wonderful organ-
ization ever beheld among men,
There is nothing like it. There is
po limit to the power connected
with it} there is no limit to the

no limit to the capacity for expan-
sion counected with it. You may
expand it and make it as wide and
broad as you pleass, and the organ-
isation is equal o it. If it only con-
sisted ot six members it answered
the purpose; if it consisted of six
thoueand it answered the purpose;
it were to consist of six millions it
would answer the purpose; if it
should embrace the wheole world it
would be found equal to the neces-
sity. No man can look ujpon the
erganization of this Church and ¢ x-
amine it in its detail: without being

them alltheir gifts and endowments,
who ingpired them and who made
them performu the work that they
did. And when Elders in thi
Church are successful thére is very
little disposition to give them the
glory or the pralse tlherefor. The

went they met honest-hearted peo-|

give | call the

did, and if he is succes-ful he is [ influence nor
succes-ful through faith, through|done this but that.
his reliance upun God through keep- [ men
His commandments, through | fighting it.

praise is given to God, who is the
author of these blessings and ot the
gathering of this people together
E‘h; ;ﬂdﬁu{ tlt: :E:t tge shrewdness
h Smith rst suggeste]

abillty. that Brigham Youns. hu
t Br oung had

that carried it out. They do not re
cognize God in itj it was Brigham
Young. -But, my brethren and sis
ters, you Enow who it was
You Enow that it was no power o
man that could have tou-hed you
hearts and made you desire to lcaw
your homesand come o Zion. This
makes every man and woman i
this Churchy, who comies from tie
natious of the earth, 1 living wil
ness for himeelf 2nd for herself, not
depending upon ithe Elders, for the
Elders could not do this, ihey could
not offer the inducements, but every
man and every woman becomes &
interested per-on, a witness himsel
and herself to the truth of thes
things, and especially. to the doc
trine of gathering. WHy the desin
is so strong and hes been in the
heartsof the people that if were ne
cessary they would walk on foot any
distance to join the ga hered Saints
If they could walk on the water they
would do it. - They would push
hand-curts acrcss the plains if they
could not come across in any other
way, carrying their packs on thelr
hacks. “Why? = Because the Spirit
of (3od was ponred ont gynpon them,
and it fllled their hearts with thw

d:sire that 1 sald is irrepressible,
They could not be eontent to stay
AWaYy. :

In this way God "has huil
up this Church. It did not, as we
have often heard, depend upon one
man. Men thought if they killed
Joseph Smith they would destroy
the key-tone; that his existence
was the means of upholding
the work and giving it soldity.
But he was killed, and still the work
prospered, and it will prosper i
every man that is now in position in
| the Church should be killed or
should die. Thetestimony of Jesus
is in the hearts of the pecple, You
travel throughout the Territory, and
ple together and ask
them: ‘“What influencs brought
you here?” KEvery one who is s
adult, and has retained the faith,
will tell you that it was the Spirit

and power of God. 2 No other
power could have

Well, now,

will ~fight it, men are

it is strange to-day w

ly of |see people who eall themselves
heart, and if he re.ches the hearts | religious advoecating all manner of
of the honest, the only way he can | means to be brought a
to do it is by having the Spirit | people to destroy

gainst thi

them. To shed

power ac-| their blood is thought to be justifia:
companying his words. He cannot | ble—the killing of people in order to
do it in any other way. And who|destroy an organization that they
gives | think is so full o' men«~ce; and yel

we are told in the Bible—and w
have been taught it from ehildhoo
that the righteous never persecut
the wicked, but it has always bee
the case that the wicked ecutel
the righteous]; and we are told by

union ¢onuvec.ed with it; there is{the Savior Himse!f that His fo-

lowers should be hated of all men,
and that men in seeking to kil
them would think they were doing
god’aﬂeerv}cﬂj It w]']au not m
posties of ‘Jesus who persecu
the wicked, it wasnot the righteous
who hated them and who eought
their destruction. There were no
titions went out from the humblke
ollowers of Christ agsinst the
Pharisees and against the religios
sects of that day to have them
destroyed, to have govermental aid
to assizl them in extirpeting their
heresiet; noth'ng of this kind bas

wonde:ully impressed—Iif he be a
man who does not give glory to
God—with the ability of the man

ever been witnes-ed but here
we find to-day the professedly
righteous, the ministers, advo-




