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moet eftective way of learning anu
impressiog & truth. Bo importapt s
factor Ia It that a capable lostructor
pever falls to utilize this means to én:
liven the interest,abd awaken vigotous
thought in the minde of hie claes. Bui

this seme cspshle instruclor wulso ie
gerupulously carelnl to avold the
eerlous error we bave pointed out, 1f

there he some ipetructor: In Bunday
gchoole or cther orgnnizatiope who do
not comprehend how thie eng
oabD be reached in a bigher and better
way than by debule, we commend
their altention to a Itttle work called
The Preceptor, writlen iy Elder Juhn
Nicholron., It makes tble mmntier eo
c¢lear thet il who glve It owsre ceb
understand it without difficuity. Thie
Iittle book, po readlly attaipable and
cobtaining so much that ia of upusaai
vajue to teacher nnd student on the
first sud fundemental prineciples of the
Gospel, often s wverlooked for olhere
of glealer preteuslone apnd less
oclearness upd foree. And weo (mrther
wugrest to clame tescherr, euperinten-
dente and presiding otlicers generally
iu tbose organizations where the youln
are being instrucied fo religlous prin-
clple, that the Opurchb rule entirely ex-
oludee the okjectionable clese of de.
hatea to which we have drawn atlen.
tion.

PROTESTANTISM BECLINING.

Ip a recent article in The Indepen-
dent the statement was made Lhai
1,400 Qoopgregationnl chutches ano
1,760 Presbyterian ochurches jn this

couniry did not report oue single ac-
cesslou ne & result of cobverslon dur-
ipg the y«ar 1585, Three tuousend
ohurchee snd not v.e conversion dar-
ing s whole yea!!

Mr. Moody, the great evangellst, in
en Artlcle in the enme journsal, enys
this statemeut has tsken egch & huld o
blm that be **van’t get it cut of hie
miod.?’ 1t s almost envliyh, he thinke,
towend ‘s thrill of nourror through the
scul of every true Chnetisan,’”? He then
mekes ibe wliowing appesl o Lthe re.
ligiuue yeneminations:

1f this in the cate wiih these two largo
-dencwinations, what mbDst be the con-
dihion of 1bhe oibera also? Are we all
going to sitatill and let this thing con-
tinue? Sball our religions newspapers
and our pulpits keep their mouthe closed,
ke *dumb dogs that cannot bark! to
warfh people of approsching dangse:?
-Should we pot sll 1ifi up our voice like &
trumpet about this mauWer? What munst
the 80D of God 1hink of such a result of
our lsbor ae this? Whal mbst an un-
believing world (hink about u Chris-
tianity tbat can’t bring fortbh aby more
fruit? Apnd bave we DO care for the
mallitades of couls golog dvwn to per-
dition every year while we ali sit and
look -on? And thls ecountry of ours,
where will it be In 1he Dext ten years If
weo don’t awake out of eleep?

I wish some of you editors of the in-
fluentiul papers, who are in close touch
with the ministers and cbhurcbes, would

tell ns what Ihe matter is, Ie this the
result of what the call the '‘mod-
ern critlclem” of the Bible? Is tbia

specimen of the better 1imes, when we
would get rld of 1he ocld stories about
Mosos wriling the Pentaieuch, and the
+un and moon sianding still, an:i 1he fish
awallowlog Jopah? How much of all
1this la owling te the politics our minis-
-tors liave been preaching Jately, and the

talks on the lebor queation, and the
slergopticon shows on Sunday evenings,
and sil these other 1hings that bave been
driving out the hleessed Gospsl ol Jesaw
Christ? When mlinisters go into pre-
Indes on current topices, bow can 1hey
expact any afretludes‘of cobversions?
A8 might be expected, the rellgious
prees ol tbe country feels deeply the rve-

buke iD Mr, Moody?s  article.
The Ibndependent dJoes mpot be:
lieve that & critical study of
the Bihle §a barmful, po: thal

political germone and atereopticon €x.
hibitious lersen the power of the
preachiog. It also poinls ol as a coc.
anlation for the sterile churobes that
Young Men’s Chbristian arscciatiobne
and lebh Balvation Army are doing a
gond work.

The Presbyterian Jourounl eaya mosl
of the churches referred lo nare small
and located in eparsely ssttled dis-
trletr, where many conversions cannol
ue expecled. The Oueerver calls at-
tention to the mi:leading nature of
church statistios. The more tban three
thousand churche® that reported no ne-
cepslous oD profession of faith were in
the m:jority of cofes DO eburches at
ail, The OQObserver, reviewing
stutiatica aupuvn which Professor How.
nrth relied for hie arraignment of the
Inck o! progrees, oalled attention to the
large number of **dead churcbes on our
roila.”

Otbher journsles comment Io the srme
vein, but nll eupport more or Jles:
strongly tbe appeal for more evangelis.
tic work amobng the maeses of ihe
geople, 0

It 1e weil epnough for Protestant
Christendom to paure aod coneiderthe
resujts of the iminenes énergy em-
ployed in the galise 1L reprerents. Bui
It 00 dolng, the minieters should net
peglect earpestly 1o compare tbels
thevlogy with the teachinge of the
bMnater; they should go over the ore.
dentials to es.¢ Whelher they have
the Pame sulbority as thnt
which wae held by the Aposties
ol our Loid, so tirat in epeaking
I the psme of the Lord they
are not Jinhle to the rebunke that He
Dever séntl them; (hey ehould tes!
their feith lo see whether it §s genuloe,
sloce saccording to the divine word
works vven grealer than (hose per-
lormed by the Master shovld be
shown by His folluwers. For it le
certain thal u thevlopy difterent (rom
thet jreached by the Bon of God, »
minpistry without[divine aathorlty, and
a faith oot productive ol the works o
faith may be expoocted o glve negatlve
rerults,

Andtben in n grest many churches,
where converslons are reported, an in-
vestigation should he made to asoertain
how many of these are lo Qhbrist Jerue
and how many, perchauce, are only to
the prencher or to friends siready in
the chutpb; how muoh of the accession
is Jue to the dcotrines preaghed and
whal portion of 1t ie lo be crediteu- to
sicquence, {o soclal ipfivences or to
pereounl iptereste., Tope ground of
Mr. Moody? cry of despalr cap be an
derstood only when ull the facla nare
afceriained.

Protestantism of today 1s pearfing
the end of lwa great miesion
on earthh, Home ot the principles
lor the melotenance ol which It wa:
oalled lolo exlstence will ltve oo and
be p bleesing to mankind torever, but
the oulward forms unce eesential to

the,

tbhe life of thees princlples wlll not
remain, Ip the great edwmeationai
work by the Almighty of His children
oD earth, many different rystems have
been employed ar Ltbe educatlon bas
ptogreesed, nll- toward one end—tihe
restitution,of all thinge. Protestantiam
hae had Its day, and ite sup ir settiog,
Mapkiud now peeussomething Lo mest
its present oondlitions, ro different from
those ©of the age ol Liulher and-the
reformete, It stands lu peed of new
teachiuy from the Lord, bew revela-
tiop#, new yifte, new power,

SOURCE OF POPULATION,

A short time sgo the Phlladelpbia
Record remarked that *‘Massachusetts
hae furned over n new leaf, and has
resolved not to depend upon immigra.

tlob tn werk her farma and operate her
factorles,? Tbe (tem - selected am A
basle for thls conclusion was io the
report of the mediesl examicers of
Massachusstts for 1895, Io whieb it
was shown that In teal sinte there
had been born Io the yeuwr 1,472
twina and %7 (riplet; and tue
Rtcord furtber fuguested thal the
motellet whe, some years ngo, clted
atatistics to prove that tbe birth rate in
New England wae falling off would
oot now huve ocoaslon to fear suoh u
danger,

Upon this point, however, the Re-
publican, of Bpricgfleld, Maee,, comes
to the coriclaelon thut there haAw been
oo development to put the sloremen.
tion moralist in the wrung, for the
iprelpc-horn population in Mpassschu.
petis still continues to contrlbuie more
10 the elate’s patural popuiation in.
crease thap Jdoes the mMmolv DUmMer.
ousn pative-bern  element; und it
pointa out that Jo June, 1885
the foreign-born ocoop:titoted 30.5 per
cent of tbe toinl popuiation in the Bay
atole; but lo 1894, uf a towal of 66,934
hirthe, .0reign-born parents contrivured
81,008, and prrents, one ot the otber
of whioh wae foreign, c¢ontributed
13,940 more; thus much Jers thaa one-
hals of the populstion gives tu the stute
much more then ope-half of ks Dew-
horm every year,

Carryiog this subject further, it s
noledy that neurly sll the plurality
onses in'birtbe are uf forergn parentage,
Ang in regard to the sum total of pop-
ulatiop, ee flgured up at the ead of
each year, the stutistica show that the
distipctively native element of NMapaa-
chueeils 18 Dot eel -rustaining in polot
of pumbere. Io 1894, for example,the
denths amobDg the wnative.boln bum-
bered 34,301; butthe birthe exclasively
among that element numbered oniy
21,718, Ip 1893, the deaths of Amerl-
can-born nvmbered 35,285, the births
amopyg thal element omiy 21,788, Qo
tbe other band, the Jdeaths nf forelgn~
born jn 1893 pombered 13,136, and in
1894, 11,896; while births trom forelgu
patents numhbhered 31,448 In 1893 and
31,008 ip 1894.

Thepe statlstios show beyond gues-
tion that Maseaohnsetts, which i typl-
oal 0of New Kagland In general, is
very far from baving acbieveq inde-
rendeo(e of forelgn immigration as
the ohlef element of numerical growth,
1f tbat immmigration had been shut ot}
s generation ago, Maseachuesita would
today he declinlog In population, eo
far as ile supply. from nutlve-Horn



