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mostmolt efteeffectiveetive way of learning ani
impressing a truth so important a
factor tois it that a capable instructor
never fallsfalla to utilize this meansmeana to en-
liven the awaken vigorous
thought in the mindsmindi of hishie class butbui
this same capable instructor alsoalbo isie

careful to avoid the
netious error we have pointed out if11

there be some in dundai
schools or otherether organizationstiona who do
not comprehend howbow this end
can be reached in a higher and better
way thenthan by debate we commend
their attention to a little work culledcalled
the preceptor written by elder johnJ oho
nicholson it makes thin matter soeo

eleardear that all who give it care cad
understand it without difficulty this
little book soBO readily attainable and
containing soBO much thatthai laIs of unusual
value to teacher and student on thetbt
fint and fundamental principles of the
gospel often in overlooked for othersetbert
of giester pretensions and lessleee
clearnessieee and force and we further
suggest to classclasa teachertea ober superintendten

dienes and presidingpreilding officersficereof generally
in those organizationsorgan where the bouto
aroare being instructed in religious prin-
ciple that the church rule entirely ex
eludeslude the objectionable class of de
botesbatea to which we have drawn atten-
tion

protestantism DECLINING

loin a recent article in the indepen-
dent the statement was made that
1400 congregational churches andana
1760 presbyterian churches in this
country did not report one single ac-
cession asaa a result of conversion dur-
ing the yar 18951695 three thousand
churches and not oeo e conversionoonvereion dur-
ing a whole beall

mr moody the great evangelist in
ann articleartica in thehe same jou anal sayseaje
this statement has taken such a holdhi id oi01

him that be cantcani staget it cut of bubit
mind it is almost enough be thinkchinke
to sendbend a thrill of horror through thethac
stulLUI of every true christian ia he then

makesmakee the loliol lowing appeal to the re
bigit us

if this is the oaceease with thesetheme two large
what must hebe the con-

dition olof the others also are we aliall
going to atillandsit fiill and let this thing con-
tinue shall our religious newspapers
and our pulpits keep their mouthsmonths closed
like dumb dogs that cannot bark to
warn people of approaching danger
should we not all lift up our voice like a
trumpet about this mattermalter what must
the sonboo of god think of such a result of
our labor as thustha what must an un-
believing world think about a chris-
tianityti that cant bring forth anymoreany more
fruit and have we no care for the
multitudes of souls going down to per-
dition every year while we all sit and
look oh01 and this country of ours
where will it be in the next ten years if
we dont awake out of sleepshop

I1 wish some of youyon editors of the in-
fluentialanonfluent ial papers who are in close touch
with the ministers and churches would
tell us what the matter isin Isin thisthin the
result of what they call the mod-
em of the bible Isin this a
specimen of the better times when we
would get rid of the old storiessababoutoutmoses writing the pentateuch and the
tun and moon standing still and the flabfish
swallowing jonah how much of all
this tois owing to the politics our minis-
ter have been preaching lately and the

talks on the labor question and the
stereopticon shownshow on sunday evenings

and allad these other things that have been
driving out the blessed gospel olat jesus
christ when ministers go into pre-
ludes on current topictopicito howbow can they
expect any conversionsconver aiona

AS kni ht be expected the religious
press of the country feels deeply the re-
buke in mr moodysmoods article
the independent does not be-
lievelieve that a critical study of
the bible tola harmful norno that
political sermons and stereopticon ex

lessen the power of the
preaching itili also points out as a coe
rotationnotation for the sterile churches that
young mens christian
and tobteh salvation army are doing a
good work

the presbyterian journal says most
of the churches referred to are small
and located in sparsely settled dis-
tricttf where many conversionsCOB versions cannot
oeie expected the Obe river calls at-
tention to the misleadingmitmi leading nature otof
church statistics the more thau three
thousand churches that reported no ac-
cessionsces on proprofessionassion of faith were in
the majority of cases no churches at
all the observer reviewing the
statisticsstati stica upon which professor how-
arth relied for hisbis arraignment of the
lack of proprogressgrear called attention to the

number otof dead churches on our
rollsrolla J

other journals comment in thebe same
vetovelo but all support more or lesslaae
stronglysti onely the appeal for more evangeevangelia
tietic work among the masses of the
people

it lain wellweil enough for protestantProtea
christendom to pause and consider the
results of the immense energy em-
ployed in theabe cause it represents but
in so doing the ministersmini etera should not
neglect earnestly to compare their
theology with the teachings of the
master they should go over the orecre
denti aieals to sea e whether they have
the same authority as thatthat

which wats heldbold by the apostlesApoatlee
of our lord soao that in speaking
in the name of theabe lord they
are not liable to the rebuke that he
never sentbeat them they should testteat
their faith to see whether it lain genuine
since according to the divine word
works even greater than those per-
formed by the master should be
shown by his followers for it Isie
certain that a theology differentterentdif fromrow

preached by the sonron of god a
ministry authority and
a faith notdot productive of the works 0
faith may be expected to give negative
roe u I1 to

and then in a great many churchurchonchop
where conversions are reported an in

should be made to ascerascertaintaID
bow many of bese are to christ jesus
and how many perchanceperch auoe are only to
the preacher or to frieada already in
the feb howbow much of the selon
is due to the preached and
what portion of it laIs to be credited to
eloquence to social influences or to
personalpe interest ane ground of0
mrmir cry of despair can be unan
derader toodstood only when all the facts are
ascertained

protestantism of today tola nearing
thebe end of lieits great minion

on earth some of the principles
lorfor the malotonance of which it waswar
called into existence will live on andaad
be a blessing to mankind foreforever but
the outward formsform once to

the life of wesetheae principles will not
remain in the great educational
work by the almighty of hishia obchildrenildren
eo90 earth many different systems havebays
been employed an abe education hashaa
progressed all toward one ongend thet

all thinea protestantism
banbaa hadbad itsita day and itsito suneun laIs settingbetting
mankind now something to meet
its present conditions soBO differentlerentdlf from
those of t be age otof luther and the
ref amers it stands in need of nownew

from the lard new revela-
tions new giftgiffe nneww power

SOURCE OF 1101

A shortabort time ago the philadelphia
record remarked that massachusetts
has turned over a nownew leaf and has
resolved not to depend upon ini nalgraigra
tion to work her farms and operate her
fact orlee 0 the item selected asaa a
basisbaBiaJorlor this conclusion was in thereportreport of the medicmedionasil exam hieraNere of

for 1895 loin which it
waswa shown that in tuat state there
hadbad been born inID the year 1472
twins and 27 triptriplet and the
ricord further sugasuggestedested that the
moralistmoraliet who someborne yearsyeara ago oiledcited
statistics to prove that the birth rate in
nownew englandeakland waswa fallingfailing off would
not now have occasion to fear such a
danger

uponuon thisthin point however the rebe
publicanpublicap of springfield maer corneacomes
to the conclusion that there has been
no development to put the al
tion moralist in the wrongwrone for the

born population in Mase achu
belts still continues to contribute more
to the aa natural population jnin
crease than doesdoea the more numer
ousoua nativedative born element and it
points outoat that in june 1895
the loreignforeign born constituted 05 per
cent of the total population in the bay
state but toID 1894 utof a total of
biriba born parents contributed

and parentspare ote one or the other
of which waswaa foreign contributed

mort thus much loseleea than one
haltbait of the population gives to the state
much more than oneoae half of its newdow
born every year

carrying this subject further it toi
noted that nearly all the plurality
cases in birtho stoare of foreign parentage
andadi jimin regard to the sumeum total of pop
ulaiioD amaa figured up at the end of
each year the statistics showhow that the
distinctively native element of massamaaea
obusetts lain notdot eelbel sustaining in point
of numberednum berrbere in 1894 lorfor
destio among the native born oumnum
bored but the births exclusively
among tuat element numbered only

in 1898 the deaths of amerl
can born numbered the births
among that element bwy on
thebe otnerother handband the deaths of foreign

born in 1898 numbered and toin
1894 while birth from foreign
parents numbered in 18981899 and

tolo 1894
obese statistics show beyond ques

tion that massachusetts which lain opt
oalcal of nownew england in general tola
very far from having achieved inde
pend enLe of foreign immigration anaa
theibe chief element of numerical growth
itif thathat immigration had been shut off
a generation ago massachusetts would
today be declining in population 900 o
far asaa itsita supply from native bornbora


