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Liditor Deseret News:

Our visit to the River Jordan was
interesting; as we drank of its sweet
and refreshing waters and washed
in its sacred stream, our thoughts
and reflections recurred to the days
of childhood, when we were accus-
tomed to peruse the Holy Scriptures
deseribing the important events
which transpired in this locality—
the passage of the Israelites when
the channel became dry, as the
priests,bearing upon theirjshoulders
the sacred ark, stepped into the
flowing stream; the dividing of the
waters by Elijah when he passed
over the dry bed and was taken up
into heaven from the plain on the
opposite side by a whirlwind; and
F.lisha, as he returned, ook the
mantle of Elijah that fell from him,
and smote the wates, sayin )
“Where is the Lord God of Elif;h? :
thus making the tnird time the
Jordan was divided. But another
event of much deeper interest is
associated with this place—the
baptism of our Savior, referred to in
the following language — ““John
came preaching in the wilderness
of Judea, and Jesus came from
(ialilee to Jordan to be baptized of
him:” and we were at or near the
identical point where all {hese
memorable events had taken place,
standing
down into the glen, and bathin
in the same stream which ha«
borne sgilent witness of these sub-
lime oceurrences.

This stream of biblical history
flows through a glen varying from
two hundred to six hundred yards
in width, and from fifty to one
hundred and fifty feet in depth be-
low the surrounding plain. The
bottom of the glen is sprinkled here
aud there with Ehﬂ]gﬂ; tamarisk,
oleander and willows grow on the
banks of the stream, which are gen-
erally very steep. The Jordan va-
ries in width from eighty to one
hundred and fifty feet,with a depth
often of ten or twelve feet. It flows
through the Sea of Galilee; from the
great fountain at Dan to where it
empties into the Dead Sea, its dis-
tance in a direct line, is ninety-two
miles. The Sea of Galilee is about
six hundred feet higher than the
mouth of the Jordan and sixty
miles distant. This river has a
rapid eurrent, making it-dangerous
to bathers unacquainted with the
stream. A gentleman from New
York, who joined us at Jaffa, stated
that on his previous tour to Pales-
tine, while bathing here, he was
sudden! yvearried,down by the force of
the current, and at the last moment
was saved i)y a dexterous and ex-
traordinary effort of his dragoman.

A singular custom prevails amon
the Christian churches of Palestine
—that of bathing in the Jordan ev-
ery year at Kaster. They gather in
multitudes, putting themselves un-
der the protection of a Turkish es-
cort, headed by the Governor of
Jerusalem or his deputy, to protect
them from the Bedouin Trobbers.
Starting from the “Hely City,”
traveling on foot and upon mules,
donkeys and camels, through
the wild mountain regions of Ju-
dea, they cross the plains of Jordan,
and on reaching its sacred stream
rush indiscriminately into the flow-
ing waters, young and old,men and
women, regardless of rn%riety or
even decency. Through this cere-
mony the}y anticipate peculiar fa-
vors and heavenly blessings.

Having sufficiently examined the Jor-
dan and its surroundings, we proceeded
across the plains, making our encamp-
ment &t the Fountain ‘of Elisha, near the
rains of Jericho. This fountain consists of
severd] emall eprings which flow from te-
neath a Jarge mound. These are the fam-
ous waters which were healed by Elisha, as
. Epoken of in Scripture. A stream flows
from them of consideralile eize, which
waters a portion of the plain of Jericho.
The valley of the Jordan, in the direction
we croesed, Is about ten miles In width,
possessing a rich seil, and with proper
tillage conld be made abundantly produc-
five. A great portion of it, however,
is a dreary desolate region. Some
paria of the valley waleredby the
“Brook _ Cherith,” and the stream
isgning from Elisha's Fountain, are cov-
ered with lote treee inferspersed with wil-
lows and a prolific growth of weeds. Some
distance from these water courses, the
trees and shrubbery are,more thinly scat-
tered, which viewed in the distance re-
remble an immense park, beamtiful and
pieturesque. These plaing were formerly
celebratled for their richness and fertility—
their palm groves and luxuriant gardens,
producing honey and balm, reckoned the
most fertlle region of Jundea. Now, noth-
ing of this kind remains. The plains of
Jericho were formerly considered the gar-
den of Palestine; their aspcet now is
strangely different, nothing 1s seen but
small fields of grain intermixed with thor-
ny bugh, A small viilage, occupied by

upon the bank, looking |

£ | streets; the whole

Arabs,is the only modern representative of
the anclent Jericho. The houses are form-

ed of stone walls, built up loosely without
mortar; the roofs flat and covered with

brush and gravel; the yards and wreiched
patehes of gardens, enclosed by winrows,
congirue of the bows of thorns; the

walls of the village, to protect its shiftless
inhabitants from the raids of the Bedou-
ing, are made of the same material. In
riding  through this disgustingly filthy
town, we were lustily cheered by some
dozen dirty, half naked children, collected
for this purpose, but more particularly
for ““baeksheesh.” Sheep, children, goats,
women and men, all indiseriminately hud-
dled together, and no doubi this people
deserved the proflizate character given
them, 7. e., slmilar to that of Sodom and
Gomorrah.

In the evening, some twenty Bedouins ap-
peared in our eam and prepared
to amuse us by their accomplishments in
music and dancing, for the purpose of lay-
Ecl&immmr ““backsheesh.” We con-

red it policy to accept the offer; accord-
ingly we took seats before our tents. They
posted themselves in a standing line imme-
diately fronting us, each having a short
- girded under a rugged mantle, all
seantily and shabbily clad, making rather a

mitive appearance. They commenced
heir singular manceuvers by for-
wurdtﬂb;ikuthem mnme%, cla
ping the nds, accompanied with ra
stepping of the feet and a strange chant,
occasionally a whizzing, th
whoop, the like of which was never hea
but from the throat of a Bedouin, their
chief standing in front, twirling and
fiourishing a vaked sword in the faces of
his comrades, keeping time with their fan-
tastic motions, steppings, chantings, and
whoopings, occasionally turning suddenly,
he made the whole exceedingly impressive
by tflourishing the naked blade close to our
faces. The drift of their songs, we were
told, as highly flattering to the lad es,
and complimentary to the gentlemen—the
former for their extraordinary beauty, the
latter for their anticipated liberality in
bestowing ‘‘backsheesh.” We took the
hint, and recollecting several robberies and
murders, which had occurred in the vicin-
ity, we paid them for this wretched enter-

| great.

tainment, constantly adding more, until we
excited their admiration. We retired to
our tents, reflecting on the strange differ-
ence between the present occupants of this
locality, and those who inhabited it when
ropheta converted bitter springs intosweet
ountains, and smote impetuous streams,
piling up their waters on either side and
walked through on dry ground.
The following morning after breakfast-|

ing and drinking the sweet waters of the
“Fountain of Elizha,” we left the plains of
Jericho, and ascended into a wild, rocky,

mountainous region, our path lying a

the brink of the most gsublime ravine o
Palestine. It Is many hundred feet deep,
where but little else is seen than precipices
of naked rocks, containing here and there

a grotto seemingly inaccessible to anything {posed of 31,650 males and 25,247 fe-

but eagles; yet we were informed that
these solitary caves were once ied E
hermits, some of whom reduced thglt.g

to a condition that four raisins per day sup-
’Jdad the cravings of appetite. Down to an
mmense depth, we discerned a smal’
stream tumbl over the rocks, which we
were told was the “Brook Cherith, that is
before Jordan,” where the prophet Elijah
was fed by ravens, while the famine pre-
vailed in Palestine.

We stopped for lunch under the shade of
some crumbling walls and pointed arches,
where our geuaerous Sheik left us, his ser-
vices being no longer required. Before |
leaving, he inscribed, in beautiful Arabic,
his official name in my journal. Mounting
our horses, we soon reached Bethany, situ-
ated about two mileg from Jerusalem. Its
location is pleasant and romantic, being
buiit on the eastern slope of Mount Olivet,
partially surrounded by steep hills, encir-
cled by old, decayed terraces, supporting
a few scattered and olive trees. Itisa
poor, miserable vi y With narrow, flithy

Frmnﬂm.i dismal ap-
rance, yet a place of sacred interest.
ere dwelt the sisters, Mary and Martha,
with Lazarus, their brother. Here Christ
raised Lazarus from the tomb and pre-
sented him alive to his weeping gisters.
Here, too, was_ the house o on the
ieperla in ;hiluh thrrndmgriiggdai iil - :}ﬂﬂ
‘lous - gintment A - feet wit
ﬁ?‘mn The sites of these events are still
ointed - “house of Simon, that of
ary and and the tomb of Lazarus.
The latter is a deep vault, partly excava-
ted in the rock, and partly lined with ma-

sonry. We stopped our horses at the front | PU

of the entrance. This opens on a winding
staircase leading te a small chamber
whence a few more lead to a small
vault in which the v is said to have been
placed. We made but a short stay in this
_;*ﬂlﬂji!'e, Jtnuch to t:: ﬂisa.ppug;ment ntha

row dirty, ragged eustomers who
clamored fearfully for ‘‘backsheesh.”

As we. approac Jerusalem, we des-
cended asteep hill, down a rocky, winding,

ghelvy path, past an i cemetery and
the amen‘nf Gethsemane with its grnn—

mental trees, gravel walks, flowers and
shrubbery, then around the X bat-
tllements of Jerusalegﬁ' and soon ﬁcheﬂ
our encampment, we leased -with our
three days’ excursion. * aw, 3
LORENZO SNOow.
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LAT E,Oajh-n_ ,-f%‘.andwich ; rIs'_l_amlH,
April 9th, 1873.
Fditor Deseret News:

We have just passed
the pleasurable experience of
meetin in Conference, and
althoug we ‘cannot compare
a conference here in magni-
tude to one in Zion, yet we enjo
a portion of the same Spirit whie
actuates our brethren while com-
memorating the day on which the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints was organized. Our na-
tive Saints look forth with great
desire for the time when they can
gather from all parts of these Is-
lands in conference. Being great
lovers of associations of the kind, it
naturally produces new life and
spirit in the men: 1« and we find
it very beneficial (v hold annual
and semi-annual conicrences here.

Storms have prevented us from

through

| a1 almost unanimous “vote eof the:

at intervals, hence the prospects are
that the crop already matured will
require us to be very energetic, lest
the erop now coming on be matur-
ed before the old cane is worked up
into sugar. We shall not find time
for the mill orourselves to be idle
during this season, but we shall
not press our sugar into the Utah
market, for sales here.are more re-
munerative.

Late floods from the mountains,
inundating some of our lowest cane
land, have destroyed a portion of
the matured erop which had fallen
by winds; the loss will not be

Our_April Conference opened
here it 10 a.m., on the 6th, and
closed at half-past 4 p.m. on the
8th. The missionaries, who have
labored in the field since last Octo-
ber, returned, reporting very favor-
ably of the condition of the
branches on ‘these islands. There
has been a creditable increase of
members by baptism since October
last. The mission numbers at pre-
sent 3,746, Since my report in Oc-
tober last, there have been added
E{ baptism 567 and 161 children

essed.

We selected twenty-two Elders
and called them to labor in the
mission until next October. A
committee of four were appointed
to ecompose and select hymns adap-
ted to our religion and send them
to the NEws office for publication
in book form. A subsecription list
is being increased for the purpose
of procuring instruments for a
band.

The Hawaiian race drank so deep-
ly and rapidly into sin and vice in-
troduced by foreigners, that we find
it a task of great magnitude to per-
suade them (this

J;)eo le) to aban-
don those evils and take a course to
perpetuate the race. The census
of these Islandstakenin 1872, shows
a decrease in the six previous years,
a little over 11 per cent. The full
native blood has decreased during
that time 8,081, while the half caste
has increased 847. The total popu-.
lation now stands at 56,897, com-

males. There are 4,517 foreigners,
3;336 half castes, leaving the u-
tion of full blood matives at ,&L
The decrease for the last forty years
has been 80,956. With these tacts
before us, a man with reasonable
feresight can see at a glance that a
continuation of decrease at these
rates will soon bring the Hawaiian
race, which numbered at one time
400,000, to a termination, unless the
power of God produces a change in
a remnant. “Should the scheme
now being agitated, to annex these
Islands to the United States, be
carried inte effect, then there. will
be an opening to emigrate some of
our native members to a congenial
Ea.rt of Utah, where our hope would

ave a better foundation for a
change in'them than it is possible
to entertain here, where they are
s0 near to the market of sin and
death.

The death of Kamehameha: V),
the last of that dynasty; places Wil-
liam C. Lunalilo on throne by |

people, a slight change towards re-
blicanism. A new dynasty be-
gins'with the present king.

H. H, CLUFVF.
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BY TELEGRAPH.

SPECIAL TO THE “‘DESERET ' NEWS,” PER
WESTERN ¥NION TELEGRAPH LINE

AMERICAN.

NEw YORK, 25.—The officers of
the New York, West Shore and
Chicago Railroad state that the cor-
poration has been o ized with a
view to the prosecution of the en-
terprise. The capital is to be in-
creased to five millions. An agent
is now in Europe negotiating the
sale of securities.” The road will be

 the completing line with the New L

York Central and Hudson River
Railroad, on the west shore of the
Hudson River. -

Rumors prevail that the Erie in-
vestigating committee will present
a bill to the Legislature, prohibit-
ing the formation of any closerrela-
tions between the Erie and JAtlan-
tic and Great Western  Railreads.
The Erie will not object, it is said,
if the application of the billismade
general. | :

~A special from New Orléans says
that Governor Kellogg has sent the
State militia to Tangiahahoa par-
ish, installed the officers and scat-
tered the mob who had collected

}

| still. on the reservation on which

and restored order. He has Eecure{i |

viee in the rivers and bayous, and
has erganized a battaljon of cavalry.
He has also directed the Attorney-
(General to eominence a prosecution
of Governor McEnery and others,
under the usurpation act, and also
for treason, and has offered a re-
ward for evidence that will lead to
the conviction of those en in
;;qlLe recent massacre at Grant par-

An examination of the bond of
Col. Vanburen, commissioner to
Vienna, shows that it is not signed
by him nor properly sealed,and the
State De ment will not honor
lﬁliﬂddmfts till its mistakes are recti-

ed.

A Erivate cable dispatch states
that Bischoffeheim has had a quar-
rel with the Erie managers, and
has given orders to sell his stock on
both sides of the Atlantic at a cor-
ner.

Last E"F'E!I]il]% Mrs. Hennesey,
who murdered her two ehildren on
Wednesday. said that God and his
angels,in a wvision, told her to kill |
her children.

The reports of further depreda-
tions on the Kansas frontier by the
Cheyennes,: excites ' considerable
apprehension at the Indian bureau.

he raid made at Sidney, yester-
day, is regarded as most significant,
as the locality is eighty miles this
side of Cheyenne, and is a station
on the Pacific railroad.

CHICAGO.—A Washington special
saysa morning paper here gaysthat
General Butler expectls to leave here
on Friday for his home in Massa-
chusetts, and will then enter ac-
tively into the eanvass for governor.
He does not seem at all concerned
at the adverse eritieisms passed
upon his gubernatorial aspirations
by some of the leading papers in
his section, but is confident that he
will be entirely successful. 1t is
claimed that both Vice-President
Wilson and Secretary DBoutwell are
committed to Butler’s support, it
being no secret that Butler used all
his influence to secure Boutwell’s
elevation to the Senate. Once in

osession of the gubernatorial chair

eneral Butler calculates to set his
wiresso as to succeed Sumner in the
Senate. |

There seems to be no doubt that
Brigadier General Philip St. George
Cooke, now in command at Detroit,
Mich., will be retired by the Presi-
dent soon, he being over the pre-
scribed age. This retirement will
oceasion one vacanéy in the list of
Brigadier Generals,the number now
being six, as autherized by law, and
it is the general impression that
Col. George Crook, who is now

Arizona, will be promoted to the
grade of Brigadier General.
CHICAGO, - 26. Washington
cial says that the I
oes not share in the apprehensions
indulged in by the regular army,
relating to the probability of a gen-
eral Indian outbreak. It is stated
that some }';::f tge r*;varliﬁ;trib& may
cause trouble during the sumuper,
but no mere tan has usually been
ekggr;lpnced in this quarter. In
this connection it i& denied -that
Cochise is off' his reservation, com-
mitting depredations, as when last
heard from,a short time ago,he was

S

he was placed by General Howard,
and expressed his intention of re-
maining there. T

The World’s London special says
the gravest apprehensions are felt
in the highest ¢ircles in Paris, of
an immediate civil war, as the
monarchists are determined to oust
Thiers at any cost.

NEwW YOrRK.—The Herald’s Vi-
enna special says fwenty cases of
sgondia cholera were brought to
the hospitai yesterday, five of
proved fatal. An effort is
being made to conceal the fact of
the disease in the ciiéy.

NEW YORK.—To-day it transpir-
ed that the grand jury had ‘found
indictments against- 127 keepers of
sailors’ boarding houses, cha
with ; violation 11:1:»1’ ‘t,he act s.{:{ C?n-
gress known as the ‘““new pping
act,” passed in 1872, for the protec-
tion of sailors. About 6 o'clock
seventy policemen, armed with
warrants,made a tour of the 4th and
6th wards, and succeeded im arrest-
ing 52of the indicted parties. The
arrests produced much excitement,
and but for the overwheélming force
of police resistance would doubtless
have been made. The arrested par-|
ties are locked S]p in Oak St. police
station, and will, to-morrow, be ar-
migne& at the Tombs. |

NEW YorK.—The Fvening Post
has a letter from Newfoundland,
which states that a clausein the!
charter of the New York, New-

which

doing such excellent gervice in|

ndian bureau |

idated, and that close working ¢

rged | tempt to enforce’ the eight-hour

a steamboat, on which is mounted

grinding during the winier, except

a twelve-pound howitzer, for ser-

foundland and London Telegraph

unnoticed, provides that at the end
of the first twenty years the gov-
ernment of Newfoundland has the
right of purchasing the line at a
valoation. The first twenty years
ferminate in 1875, The company
receutly applied to the government
to have this clause rescinded and
their ssion continued for the
next thirty years, but the govern-

ment, under the most eminent le-

| advice in London, that they
wmve a right to purchase the line
at the cost of the plant, without

paying anything for good will or

valuation of profits, have. refused.
The receipt of this intelligence in
London ecaused the stock of the
company to fall from twenty
pounds to fourteen pounds, but af-
ter the panic had abated somewhat
it rose to seventeen pounds.

P. M. REPORT: NEW YORK, 85.—

The manufacturing city of Joachen-

isthal,in the Mountains of Bohemia,
was destroyed by fire on the 31st of
March. Out of 586 houses in the
city, 450 were completely burned,
and five thousand persons made

houseless. The magnificent church,
founded in the early days of the

_ | Il)rey to the
flames, as also valuable paintings,
by Lucas Cronach and Albert Du-

Reformation, was a

rer.

QUERBRC, — The éxodus of the
French Canadians to the States,
from the country distriets and from
this eity, is greatly in excess of for-

, people
of this city begin to appreciate the

§
]

mer seasons.
SAN FRANCISCO, 25.—The

value of horses.. The epizootic is
still spreading, and the re have been
several more fatal cases {o.day.
The house painters; carpenters,
and  others, wunable to  obtain
express or wagon teams, will
engage Chinamen with poiﬂs and

baskets to convey their burdens

1

from place to place. .
NEW YORK, 26,—The ship own-
ers’ and ship masters’ associations
propose, in view of the arrests last
night, to see how far the organized
bands of the sailors’ hoarding house
keepers may  interfere with the
commerce of the port. These keep-
ers and their ranners have been so
bold of late that the‘ykhﬁav?revahﬁ
ted from shipping before the com-
missioner, as required by law, and
even insist that the advance mon
shall be paid within one day af-
ter the men had been put on board,
and that often without the sea-
men’s signature to the note. They
also seek to prevent the men shi
ping, that they may break down
the law and for that pu havea
commiftee in the neighborhood of
the conimissioner’s .n%ﬁa frighten-
ing off the seamen, and if aseaman
does go into: the office, he. is fre-
quently folowedand o 3
ened with violenee if he ships in
any manner other than the board-
ing house kee instructions, and
thus numbers of vessels with their
ca & on board have been detain-
ed ?ur- days; awaiting a crew.
The purchasing committee of the
board of Indian commissioners have

contracted for 139503 dozen butcher-

knives, and 120, |
which, among otheér arti

be farnished the Indians.’' » |
- Wall street
the Erie and Atlantic and Greal
Western Railréad cannot be consol-

running arrangements, on a
rata basis, will be established * __
tween them. . It is alse said Gould,
Bischofisheim and Goldsmidt have
opened the regular Erie cam
uld having gone. short of stoc
?h bﬂalga to the
e campa 8 | .
livened. i‘iﬁemmg to the same
authority, the war, is_to bé w |
by Bischoflsheim, Erié’s T.ondon
banker, on President Watson. -
thTwenty-se?an ‘delegates  from
e

various  trades’ unions in
the United States met in secret ses-
sion last evening, and after discus-
sion resolved to postpone any at-

rule till 1874, e
- NEW . YORR, 26.— The governs
ish, next week, the

ment will plﬂif |

eflicial statement of Phelps, Dodge
& Co’s case, in which the firm will
be shown to have sworn falsely and ;
to have beén guilty of a wilful at-
tempt fo defraud the revenue. A
number of dama.gﬁn% letters, which
passed between the firm and
the officials, but which were
suppressed bf: the former in their

i

recently published explanation, are

/
is drawn up and ready to go into
the hands of the printers, and as
soon as it is put in type it will be
g'l':ien to the newspapers for publi-
m ' ﬂn-

they have been driven to

. Company, which has passed almost | course in self defense by the asser-

!

dond |
gossip intimstes that

\ttef, who along infl
js to be still ﬁirthglgem

The officers claim thal

f

nlythreat-

a
!

|

]

to be incorporated. The statement



