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ife recipient toIs informed that money 1

i la for ice torfor ithe ambulance
and is requested to make four

arpleeeotilea of the letter and send to as
then return theF attany friendsfrienda and

to the sender with ten ceata en
blosel there are one hundred letters

K

laft the chain and the one who receivesrece ivea
e antine letter marked one hundred is to
r ithe letterletier without making anyjtjurn
i woremore copies

this letter chain fraud business has
1 aben exposed at various times but it

neema necessary to call attention to it
when ithe SYsympathy of people Is

A

appealedppealed to in bebehalfhalf of0 the wounded
fisers it is easily demonstrated

libatvat a chain of one hundred letters
s coch recipient forwarding tourfour copies

many friends would reachiab as
people than there are inmare

teeae united states were each
ac send the tenen cents asked for the
amount to hebe expended for ice on the

ambulance ship would be large
enotagh tobo bring down an iceberg or
tuetm from the arctic ocean it lais evi-
dent that this chain letter business is

e ann attempt to obtain money under
iA metee pretenses the originator ought

t toebe huntedbunted down and asked to give
assii account of himself

THE SUEZ CANAL

that great engineering and com-
mercial achievement the suez danajaanal
was recently brought dinoto renewed
prominenceence through the philandering
back and forth of admiral camaraocamarasOaCa maras
squadron with his efforts to get
through and to take on coal at port
said it is unlike any other canal on
earth and enjoys the anomaly of being
destitute of locks reservoirs gates or

pumping engines and connecting as it
does two great bodies of water of about
equal altitude has but little motion and
is properly an artificial between
toethe two

notwithstanding the fact ithac the
canal has been in successful operation
for many years and is well known of
all men it is nevertheless a theme of
great interest

it was projected and carried through
by the late ferdinand de lesseps who
began hishie plans in 1849 afafterter a great
deal of preliminary scheming and con-
trivingtr in which the financial question
played the most important part the
work of excavation was actually begun
in 1860 and pushed steadily along ex-
cept for one interruption which occurred
two years later by reason of a changetchange
by death in the viceroyalty of egypt
the new ruler being for a time intract-
able because of0 the enormity of the
concessions required louis napoleon
bridgedbridgedoverover this difficulty with an ad-
vance of after which the
work was pushed to a finish theithe great
canal bengbeing completed in 1869 it I1

eighty eight geographical or about
statute miles in length running in a
straightgItt line from suez on the mediter-
ranean about one fourth of the dis-
tance the remainder being quite crook-
ed it ends at suez on the northern
end of a neck of the gulf of suez and
the whole distance with all the trafficr
through it isds controlled directly front
the main office near suez the canal
is lit up with electricity at night so
that traffic goes onan at all hours and all
times

the following interesting data aream
from an article in a recent number of
theithe new york tribune

the average time of transit for the
ships which passed through the

canal in the year ending june 1897
was fifteen hours and fifty three min-
utes about two thirds of these ships
were english the remainder being di-
vided among the other european na-
tions the canal tolls at this time werebete
9 francs a ton for laden passenger or
cargo vessels and torfor ships of war 6
francs 6050 centimescentimes a toniton for shipsalps in
ballast and without passengers jid10
francs for each adult passenger and 5
francs for each child mallmail steamers
and war ships are generally able to se-
cure some reductions from these atesrateb

by a convention signedon october 29
1888 the suez canal was exempted from
blockade it was agreed that it should
be neutral at anall times and that ntno
part of it1t should toebe fortified vessel
of all flaitnationsions whether armed or not
and whether belonging to nations atpeace or at war are allowed to
through it

it is said that the going in and com-
ing out of the canal by admiral cam
aras fleet cost the snug little fortune
of it was money thrown awawaylay
of course but then that was one of tuthe
smallest considerations which spate
has been guilty of throwing away
never more to be recovered all her
efforts to cope with the americanAmerioaa
forces were blunders but in the vasecase
just cited she never even gave herself
a chance to have a race for herbarmoney all that goresgoes into the cofcoffersferig
of the suez canal stays there so far as
the investor is concerned

WORK OF THE PEACE COXCOM

missionersNERS

it looks as if spain at the outset had
diplomatic advantage over theed a

states by having secured paris

the plaplaceee of meeting of the ppeacebace
boners public sympathy in

undoubtedly with spain inisJicepresent crisis and it is hardly con
st

inerrableX le that the negotiations can be

d on in the french capital with
influenced to somesoma extent byllast being sentiment derneberne orOPpreprevalentalent
would have been more sultauitbockh olmM

the purpose than paris thefar
on is made however and the

Sees sityty of having representatives in
sue touchouch with the american people
id resolved to carry out the nanationstiona

than if the commieurgentbl Is1 more
were to meet on more neutral

OP there will beund from now on
IS otof diplomacy and this country

wt emerge from that with victories
riesa signal than those won on the

of carnage on seaaea and land itgaeas
anee that the world stands amazedamazed

the sudden development of clity
aeryry and efficiency of the citizens of
country in the facface of the foe an

ballyly striking picture of american
presented to thejomacyley must be

14 in order 16 render the triumph
ete
r sagasta is credited with theaier have at leastyak that the spaniards

isolation I1 and that is the knowl

that in cuba and the philippines
have bequeathed to the united

almost insurmountable difficult
aich for many years ththeyey the

plaidsplardsards can render still more form
le should it be their policy to do

this is I1
significant it is perfect

tieg that the difficulties confronting
s country after the war are great
dogem is to maintain order and

firm government tnin cubabashfib a
as to the philippines it will
evolvedevolve upon the united states to

ant a reign of anarchy at least
iomee time andaad thisMIS must be done

thete aid of troops who as expert
h taught us are subject to

by deadly fevers unless pre
uffit litis taken to preserve their lives

reao the outset spain should be
eted from rendering these biffl

I1 more formidable by main
agents of the government for
purpose of stirring up rebel

fomenting strife for that

is evidently the policy indicated by
sagasta as a future possibility the
peace commissioners need to be wide
awake on this point

then there will undoubtedly be a
strenuous effort made by the spanish
representatives to induce our govern-
ment to take the for all
or part of the so called cuban debt
this should be firmly declined the
fact is that this debt was not con-
tracted by cuba but by and was
incurred chiefly for the purpose ofat
holding the cubans tnin bondage and no
small part of thehe money obtained was
actually stolen by the administrators
of cuban affairs why should either
cuba or the united states undertake
to pay that money not long ago
cuban patriots offered to pay a reason-
able part of that debt as a price of
their liberty but the offer was de-
clined since then spaniards have de-
vastatedvastated the island and decimated itsita
population rendering it almost impos-
sible for the people to discharge span-
ish financial obligations in addition to
restoring their country to prosperity
there would be no justice in saddling
any part of that debt on cuba

another matter of importance to this
country is that thefhe terms of peace as
finally agreed upon should provide for
some approximately adequate com-
pensationpensa titionon for the cost of the war A
demand for the cession of the philip-
pines and the ladrone islands in addi-
tion to porto rico would be very
modest especially since spain as far
as can be seen will never again be in
a positpositionlon to exercise sovereignty over
those distant possessions

it will take time before these and
various other matters are finally set-
tled and their importance is such that
our peace commissioners must be the
ablest statesmen of the country

A MOST PALPABLE FAKE

the laws of mexico provide that a
mormon who wishes to take a second
wife must present a certificate signed
by his first helpmate to the effect that
she is willing and he must also have
the express consent of the second wife
and her parents says the philadelphia
inquirer

the tribune published the above on
sunday morningmorning without comment torfor
what purpose we know not the writer
seems to be entirely ignorant of the
subject of which he writeswrite

the laws of mexico we are in-
formed do not recognize any but
monogamous marriages and only when
contracted within the prescribed forms
orfof the elvilcivil law and while a man and
woman may be married by religious
ceremony it la19 not a legal marriage
As to the matter of certificates and
consent mentioned in the above in

regard to plural marriages ththee laws of
mexico require no such thing as such
marriages have no legal recognition
concubinage is said to be practiced by
mexicans and the mexican govern-
ment ia19 extremely tolerant or willing-
ly ignorant of it as other governmentsgovern menis
sometimes are in relation to certain ir-
regularities but iniin matters of civil
formsforma and legal requirements in rela-
tion to marriages the government is
strict and unflinching MANILA IS OURS

the starsstare and stripes now wave over
the orof manila

on saturday lat as the04 dispanedispatches
have it the great and only dewey de-
manded of captain general august
the unconditional capitulation of the
city to which demand no reply wasva
returned atthe expiration of the
sixty minutes the guns of the ameri-
can ships were once more tutturnedned aixamsl
perhaps for the last time uvonupon the
spaniards and their brieden mouths no


