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The reciplent 18 Informed that moneylls evidently the "policy” indicated by

tor lce for ithe amhu.larnoe
nd is requested to make four
f-gi)r:e: of the letter and send to as
many frlends and then return the orig-
imal to the gender with ten cents en-
closed. There are one hundred letters
in the chaln, and the one who recelves
the letter marked one hundred is to
return the letter without making eny
es.

m'(]).‘l;fisccl)gtiter chain fraud business has
been exposed at various times, but it
seems necessary to call attentlon ¢o it
en
:g;g;'lev;hto in behalf of the wounded
aoidiers. It 13 easily demonstnated
that a chain of one hundred letters,
each reciplent forwarding four coples
to Aas many triends, would reach
more people than there are in
the United States. Were each
to send the ten cents asked for, the
amount to be expended for ice on “the

iz needed

jance shlp” would be Iarge
2;':,?;;'? to bring down an loeberg or
two from the Arctic ocean. It s evl-

5 chaln leiter business is
iﬁn;ttggntp:hl-to obtain money under
false pretenses. The originator ought
to be hunted down and asked to glve
an account of himself,

—_——
THE WORK OF THE PEACE OOM-

MISSIONERS.

it looks as if Spain at the outset had
gained a diplomatic advantage over the

United States by having secured Paris

e place of meeting of the peace
ﬁgmt;‘alsé)loners. Public sympathy in
France is undoubtedly with Spaln in
the present crisis, and it is hardly con-
cejvable that the negotiations can be
carried on In the French capital with-
out being influenced to some extent by
the prevalent sentiment. Berne or
&tockholm would have been more suit-
able for the purpose than Paris. The
gelection is made, however, and the
pecessity of having representatives in
close touch with the American peoplre
gnd resolved to carry out the nation's
will is more urgent than if the commis-
glon were to meet on maore neutral
ground. From now on there will be
& battle of diplomacy, and this country
must emerge from that with victories
bo less -signal than those won on the
scenes of carnage on sea and land. It
iz true that the world stands amazed
at the sudden development of uLlty,
bravery and efliclency of the citizens of
this country in the face of the rge; an
equally striking picture of American
diplomacy muat be presented to the
world in order to render the triumph
msm;:?xloerte.Sagasta 1s credited with the
remark that the Spanlards have at least
one consolation, and that is the knowl-
edge that in Cuba and the Philippines
they have hequeathed to the United
States almost insurmountable difficul-
which for many years they (the

ties,
lards) can render at[ll more form-
lsdp:tﬁe. should it be thelr policy to do

=g, 'This ia signlficant. It i3 perfect-
ly true that the d|fficulties confronting
this ccuntry after the war are greal&.
The problem fs to maintain order an
establlsh a firm government in Cuba,
and as to the Phllippines it will prob-
ably devolve upon the United States to
prevent a relgm of anarchy, at leaat
for gome time; and this must be done
with the ald of troops, who, as expert-
ence has taught us, are subject to
decimatlon by deadly fevers, unless pre-
caution !s taken to preserve their llves.
But from the outset Spain should be
prevented from vrendering these diffi-
cultles still more tormidable,” by main-
taining agents of the government for
the sole purpose of stirring up rebel-
1 ns and fomenting strite. For that

the sympathy of people is:

.Sagasta as a future possibility. The
peace commissloners need to be wide
awake on thls point.

Then there will undoubtedly be a
strenuous effort made by the Spanlsh
representatives to induce our govern-
ment to take the responsibiltles for all
or part of the s=so-called Cuban debt.
This ghould he firmly declined. The
ract is that thls debt was not con-
tracted by Cuba but by Sapin and was
ipcurred chiefly for the purpoee of
holding the Cubans in bondage, and no
small part of the money obtained was
| actually stolen by the adminlstrators
of Cuban affairs. Why should either
Cuba or the United States undertake
to pay that money? Not long ago
Cuban patriots offered to pay a reason-
able part of that debt as a price of
their llberty, but the offer was de-
clined. Since then Spanlards have de-
vastated the Island and deoimated fits
population, rendering it almost impos-
sible for the people to discharge Span-
jsh financial obligatlions in addition to
restoring their country to prosperity.
There would be no justice in saddling
any part of that debt on Cuba.

Another matter of importance to this
country Js that the terms of peace as
finally agreed upon should provide for
some approximately adequate com-
pensation for the cost of the war. A
demand for the cession of the Phllip-
pines and the Ladrone islands, in addi-
tlon to Porto Rico, would be very
modest, especially since Spaln, as far
as can be seen, will never again be in
a position to exerclse sovereignty over
those distant possesslons.

It will take time before these and
various other matters are finally set-
tled, and theilr importance is such that
our peace commlssioners must be the
ablest statesmen of the country,

A MOST PALPABLE “FAKE"”

‘““The laws of Mexico provide that a
Mormon who wishes to take & second
wife must present a certificate, sighed
by his first helpmate, to the effect that
she s willing: and he must also have
the express consent of the second wife
and her parents, says the Philadelphia
Inquirer.”

The Tribune published the above on
Sunday morning without comment, for
what purpose we know not. The writer

gseems to be entirely ignorant of the
subject of which he writes.

The laws of Mexico, we are In-
formed, do not recognize any but
monogamous marriages and only when
contracted withln the prescribed forms
of the e¢ivil law; and while & man and
woman may be married by religlous
ceremony, it 1s mnot a legal marriage.
As to the matter of “certificates’ and
“consent” mentioned in the above, in
regard to plural marriages, the laws of
Mexieo require no such thing, as such
marriages have no legal recognition.
Concubinage 18 said to be practiced by
Mexicans, and the Mexican govern-
ment i3 extremely tolerant or willing-
iy fgnorant of it, as other governmenis
sometimes are in relatlon to certain ir-
regularities, but {im matters of civil
forms and legal requirements in rela-
tion to marriages the government is
strict and unflinching.

THE SUEZ CANAL.

That great engineering and com-
mercial achievement the Suez Canal,
was recently brought Iimto reneweud

prominence through the phllandering
back mnd forth of Admiral Camara's
squadron, with his efforts to get
through and to take on coal at Port
Said. It d3 unlike any other eanal on
darth, end enjoys the amomaly af being
destitute of locks, reservolrs, gates or

pumping englnes, and connecting as it
does two grext bodies of water of about
equal altitude has but little motion and
Is properly an artificial stralt between
the two.

Notwithstanding the fagt #hat ¢he
canal has been ln successful operation
for many vyears and s well known of
all men, it 1s pevertheless a theme of
great interest.

It was projected and ¢arried through
by the late Ferdinand de Lesseps, who
hegan his plans in 184%. After a great
deal of prellminary scheming and con-
triving, In whleh the financial question
played the most important part, the
work of excavation was actually begum
In 1860 and pushed steadily along ex-
cept for one Interruption which occurred
t{wo yeara later by reason of a change
by death In the viceroyaliy of Egypt,
the new ruler being for a time intract-
able because of the enormity of the
concessions required. Louls Napoleon
bridged over this difficulty with an ad-
vance of $18,000,000, after which the
wolrk was pushed to a finlsh, the great
canal being completed in 1869. It s
elghty-eight geographical or about 100
statute miles in lepgth, running in a
stralgirt line from Suez on the MedMer-
ranean about one-fourth of the dis-
tance, the remainder being quite erook-
ed. It ends at Suez, on {he northerm
end of & neck of the gulf of Suez, and
the whole distance, with all the traffier
through i, i3 controlled directly from:
the maln office near Suez. The canal
Is 1t up with electriclty at night, so
that traffic goes on at ail hours and all
times.

The following interesting data are
from an article in a recent number of
the New York Tribune:

“The average time of transit for the
3,409 ships which passed through the
canal In the year ending June, 1897,
was fifteen hours and fifty-three min~-
utes. About two-thirds of these ships
were English, the remainder being dl-
vided among the other Eurspean ma-
tions. The canal tolls at this time were
9 francs a ton for laden passenger or
cargo vessels and for ships of war; 6
frapcs 60 centimes a ton for ships in
ballast and withou¢ passengers; 10
francs for each adult passenger and b
francs for each child. Mall steamers
and war ships are generally able to se-
cure some reductions from these matea,
By a convention slgned on October 29,
1888, the Suez canal was exempted fromr
blockade. I{ was agreed ¢hat it should
be neutral at all times, and that no
part of It shouid be fortified. Vesseis
of all natlons, whether armed or not,
and whether belonging to natlons at
peace or at war, are allowed to pass
through jt.”

It Is said that the golng in and com-
Ing out of the canal by Admiral Cam-
ara's fleet cost the spug little fortune
of 350,000, I{ was money thrown away,
of course, but then that was one of the
amallest considerations which Spain
has hbeen guilty of throwing away
never more (0 he recovered. All her
efforts to cope with the American
forces were blunders, but In the ase
just cited she never even gave herself
a chance to “have a race for her
money.” All that goes into the cnffers
of ¢he Suez canal stay="there, so far ag
the Investor is concerned.

MANILA IS OURS.

The Stars and Stripes now wave over
the ¢idatel ot Manila.

Cn Saturday last, as the dispatches
have it, the great and only Dewey de-
manded of Captain-General Augustk
the unconditional capltulation of the
elty, te which demand ne reply was
returned. At:the expiration of the
sixty minutes the guns of the Ameri-
can ships were once more turned, and
perhaps for the last time, upon the
Spaniards, and their brazen mouths no



