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shots went directly into the breast
of the deceased in a straight line
moreinore than half of them penetrating
the heart showing that when shot
hebe must have been standing erect
fronting the man who slew him
had he been in any other attitude
or in the act of raising a gun the
shots would have taken a slanting
directionii and some of them would
probably have struck his arms

we do not undertake to state that
gilmor in taking the life of joseph

a lad not quite eighteen
years of age was guilty of murder
but we do hold that the commis-
sioner ought to have held him that
a more thorough and searching
investigation might be had
of course the case could be taken
up again if deemed necessary but
that does not alter the fact anat the
committing magistrate was plainly
wrong in discharging him from cus-
tody

there are features outside of the
investigation of this case that are
discreditable the newspaper whose
reporter repaired to the scene of the
tragedy with the officers almost im-
mediately began to present reasons
for the theory that gilmor was inno
cent only a few days ago it went
still further ani insinuated that
there was an intention on the part of
the 19t mormonnsf residents of north
point to mob Gilgilmorudor the idiot
who penned that unfounded in-
sinuation had not the sense to
see that the accused being then
in custody he had practically
announced the prisonersprisoner s release as
a foregone conclusion people off
that locality are a long suffering
and law abiding class and we think
we judge them correctly when we
anticipate that they will maintain
their character in these respects
and let charles gilmor alimalias the
north point terror ff19 severely and
auttentirelyrely alone so far as a character
of hisbig stamp will permit them as he
hasbag gained the reputation of beibeingng
an arab whose hand is uplifted
against his neighbor

A POPULAR QUESTION

wrWE have seen a great many com-
ments on the circular issued by the
leadinghading authorities of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints
in relation to the doctrines and
discipline of the church and the
misrepresentationsrepresentations1418 thereof which
have recently been made to the
countryantry someborne papers give a
synopsis of the circular without
onanent others proceed to make

remarks which sireare utterly irrelevant
to the subjects treated of

Asasaa sample of the latter classcam we
clip the followfollowingdg from an editorial
in the stbt paul pioneer press which
is a journal of influence and ability

every man who wishes to live un-
der this government should either
obey the laws with which that position
is reinforced or remove to some coun-
try where he can be free to enjoy the
loose customs of earlier and more
primitive ages he cannot be a good
citizen and he ought not to be a citi-
zen at all unless the laws ofaf this
country can command from him both
respect and obedience sogo far the
mormon church refuses to acknowl-
edge or obey the law on the ausubjectabject of
polygamy that is ththe whole issue
and no access of patriotism in other
directions will cover the failure
every IMmormonormon understands the situa-
tion perfectly well let the mormon
society abandon polypolygamyganay and pub-
licly direct its members to obey the
law in this particular and the mor-
mon question will no longer exist
until that is done nothing need or can
be said 11

the pioneer press makes these
remarks with special reference to
the denial of citizenship to certain

mormon applicants for naturali-
zation against which it says the

mormon authorities protest if
that paper will take the trouble to
look fairly at the decision it will
find that the polygamy matter
which it says is the whole issue
is not the question at all neither
of the applicants for citizenship was
or ever had been a polygamist it
did not appear that they even be-
lieved in polygamy the decision
was that no member of the imormor-
mon church however moral
sober industrious or capable can be

naturalized the sole disqualifica-
tion was membership in the morimor
moumeu churchchereb

those papers which are comment-
ing on the endowment ceremonies
under the mistaken idea that it is
only endowed cormonsmormonsMor mons who
are excluded should pay attention
to this they are as much in error
on this point as they are in regard
to the ceremonies the findings in
the decision go far beyond that
matter as they do beyond the facts
and the testimony in evidence

cormonsmormonsMormons are excluded because
of their membership in a church
that is the issue and the press of the
country lose sight of it when they
go into the polygamy question or
the endowment question

it is not claimed by ny one that
the men who were refused naturali-
zation had not obeyed or that they
would not obey the laws of this
government their acts showed
that these laws had commanded
their respect and obedience in
the putpast and they were ready to

take the oath required concerning
that respect and obedience for the
future there is nothing in this
matter but a square violation of that
constitutional guarantee which se-
cures religious liberty that is free-
dom of faith and worship to every-
body in this republic

and we suggest to the pioneer
presspren that the mormon l church
does not violate lalaw that the mor-
mon church cannot be required to
make any declaration upon any sub-
ject and that it is idle and foolish
to make any such demands upon it
that church is an ecclesiastical or-
ganization composed of men and
women who are responsible for
their acts but not for their belief
to the civil law if any of them
violate the law they can be prose-
cuted and punished their faith is
and must of necessnecessityilmy be frandfr nd
their worship or their acts edwop nging
from their belief must also be free
so long as they are not in violation
of law

the church cannot be proceeded
against it cannot be ordered or
compelled or dictated by law to do
anything the individual mem-
bers may be proceeded against per-
secuted marked out for invidious
distinction deprived of rights that
should be equal denied the uniform
operation of the laws because of
their religion but it is nonsense
to indict or arraign or make de-
mands upon the church

we expect our religion to
be misrepresented and our views
to be distorted because the

of public opinion the
press writers of the country per-
sist in listening to false reports and
closing their ears against the truth
but we think on the simple ques-
tion of the denialdelial of citizenship to
worthy and law abiding men
against whom nothing can be
charged simply because they are
members of the mormon church
the press of the land ought to stand
on the side of justice liberty and
equal rights free from anti morimor
mon or any other prejudice

THAT CHRONICLE STORY

tale told by the san francis-
co chronicle of the career and sui-
cide of a man named william
martin who is alleged to have mar-
ried the daughter ofef a prominent
mormon elder f is probably a
piece of fiction soBO far as it seeks to
connect martin with a respectable
family of latter day saints the
article gives no clue to the name of
the family of martinmartinsIs alleged wife


